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Many are called but few are chosen.    
I was talking with a friend last week and he informed me that, in 
the past, success was defined as having a loving family, good 
friends and being happy in your chosen occupation.  Success is 
the ability to be truly content with what you have and knowing 
how to laugh at life.   
Upon reflection, I believe that contentment is far greater than  
happiness.  Happiness can be fleeting and depend on so many 
factors.  Contentment is much deeper; it resides in the heart of a 
person and offers a buttress in times of trouble.  Contentment 
speaks of an inner security.  To use scripture and put it another 
way contentment is ‘to be wrapped in the cloak of integrity’.   

The Third week of Advent 
The spirit of joy that begins this week.  This joyful time in the middle 
of Advent is marked by the third candle of our Advent wreath, which 
is rose coloured, and rose-coloured vestments are often used.   
As we begin the third week of Advent, we anticipate Christmas and 
so we ask Christ to grant us joy in our lives.  Gaudete Sunday, 
marks a traditional turning point in this period of preparation, as we 
joyously prepare for the birth of Immanuel.  Rose is the liturgical  
colour for joy!    
While happiness is often dependent on external conditions, joy, and 
her brother contentment, is the experience of knowing that we are 
unconditionally loved and that nothing – sickness, failure, emotional 
turmoil etc can separate us from the love of God.  So, let us rejoice 
and be glad!   



Our new digital sound system and screens 
As you know our new digital sound system is of top quality.  Many have 
commented on how good the sound is especially the elderly of our  
parish.  The computer monitors allow us to place the words of the Mass 
and of the hymns on the screens for the benefit of all who attend  
Sacred Heart Church.  This will hopefully enhance the celebrations of 
liturgies and allow greater participation by the congregations.  I must 
admit singing is not one of my strong points so I can sympathise with 
the less gifted of the community.   
The cost of this equipment was considerable and with the lockdown we 
are asking if you can be generous this Christmas so we can pay off 
some of the incurred costs.  I am a firm believer that anything which  
enhances our hearing the Word of God and participating fully in the  
liturgy is worthwhile.  So, on behalf of the finance committee, I ask that 
you be generous of spirit especially this Christmas.  For those who are 
visiting, the first collection is for the priest and the second collection is 
for the parish.  Thank you one and all.   Fr. John  

Jokes  
 Why don’t cannibals eat clowns?  Because they taste funny.   
 What did the pecan say to the walnut?  We are friends because 

we are both nuts.   
 What do you call a sleepwalking nun?  A roaming Catholic  
 My mum keeps feeding me alphabet soup.  I told her to stop 

putting words in my mouth.   
 Did you hear about the twins who stole a calendar.  They both 

got six months.   
 What happens to a frog’s car when it breaks down?  It get toad 

away.   

Be Happy  

Be Happy  

Welcome God into your heart  



The 5 pm Mass  
Today we celebrate the last 5pm Sunday Mass.  I am not sure if it will be  
re-instated in February 2021 given the present state of play.  If I can have a 
genuine commitment of a consistent number of 80 – 100 parishioners and if 
more people are willing to volunteer to help, I will gladly reverse this decision.  
So, I leave the choice with you and if you are willing to support this Mass by 
your presence, I am more than willing for it to continue.   
 At present this Mass lacks vitality and most who attend are passive in their 
worship.  If this Mass is to continue it will need lots of energy to bring it alive 
once more and a true celebration of our faith in God and each other.   
 
On a personal note, I know that some of you will be disappointed.  I have asked 
myself if this Mass is necessary given is lack of  worshipers.  We has 20 people 
at the 5pm Mass last Sunday including five from one family and four from  
another.  Given my past experience and this present reality I do not think that 
this Mass is required.  Our other Masses can easily absorb the extra people 
and enrich those Masses by their presence.  I ask that those parishioners join 
the 6pm Saturday evening Mass or the 9.30am Sunday morning Mass where 
you will be most welcome. 

Our Church looks magnificent.  Thanks to all who helped 

with the putting up the decorations for Christmas.  It is  

always a pleasure to work with people who are eager to help 

and willing to give us some of their valuable time.  Your  

assistance is greatly appreciated as is your commitment to 

our parish.  Thank you one and all.  Fr. John  

Young techno-savvy people required 
This is a call for the younger generation to get involved.   
The celebration of any Mass involves ministries and volunteers whose  
assistance is invaluable.  We now have state of the art equipment and all we 
need is volunteers to make our Masses vibrant and lively celebrations.  The 
younger generation seem to grasp it with little or no effort.  So, we need your 
help!  If you can assist, please let us know but you may have to train Fr. John 
who is a bit slow in this area.  He may know scriptures, but his knowledge of 
technology is sadly lacking.  Poor Fr. John needs your help! 

NB: There is no Mass this Tuesday as we are having the end of year 

school Mass in the Hall restrictions apply.  



1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2,428.41 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annual) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

Rejoice the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 
Indeed, the Lord is near.  
     
  
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

R. My soul rejoices in my God. 
  
My soul glorifies the Lord,  
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 
He looks on his servant in her nothingness;  
henceforth all ages will call me blessed. R. 
  

The Almighty works marvels for me;  
Holy his name!  
His mercy is from age to age,   
On those who fear him. R. 
 
He fills the starving with good things, 
sends the rich away empty. 
He protects Israel, his servant, 
remembering his mercy. R. 
   

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;  
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia! 
  
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. 
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us. 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Isaiah 61:1-2; 10-11 

Responsorial Psalm Luke 1:46-50, 53-54 

St Pauls to the Thessalonians 5:16-24 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Samuel 7:1-5; 8-12, 14, 16 

Responsorial Psalm 88:2-5, 27, 29 

St Paul to the Romans 16:25-27 

Luke 1:26-38 

MASS TIMES 

Saturday 6pm 

Sunday 9:30am  

Wednesday to Saturday 9:15am 

NB: No Tuesday Mass  

This is due to school end of year 

Mass and legal restrictions.   

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass (or by 

private appointment) 

Exposition  

Suspended until further notice. 

 

Marriages   

Suspended until further notice. 

 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our website. 

 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our  

Parish Website https://

shkew.org.au 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

Be Happy at All Times 
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