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Chronicles: part of today’s first reading 

“All the heads of the priesthood, and the people too, added infidelity to  

infidelity, copying all the shameful practices of the other nations.  The Lord, 

the God of their ancestors tirelessly sent them messenger after  

messenger, since he wanted to spare his people and his house.  But they 

ridiculed the messengers of God, they despised his words, they laughed at 

the prophets.  At last the wrath of the Lord rose against them and there 

was no further remedy.”   

 

Some people believe that this passage in scriptures reflects our society  

today.  The future is bleak unless we return to basic values once more.   

What do you think?   



God is found most readily among those we tend to exclude.  

As a priest how people continually come into and out of my life.  So a little bit 

about John (not his real name)   

I haven't seen John in a while due to the corona virus.  I hope he is doing 

well.  John is someone who presses all my buttons.  He rings the doorbell 

which is usually around 8.00pm every week or so.  Boundaries mean little to 

him and he seems oblivious to the extreme frustration he can cause.   

Yet in spite of this John is a good person for those who can see beyond the 

gruff exterior and the lack of social graces.  He frightens people and makes 

them uncomfortable maybe because he reminds them of something in  

themselves which they find difficult to admit—a judgemental attitude—a snob 

mindset— “I am better than him because” .........and I find it difficult to accept 

part of me agrees with those who reject him.   

Yet if I look at John with an open heart, I can see beyond that gruff exterior to 

the person hidden under the surface.  John uncompromisingly, challenges my 

humanity and asks me to be a better person.  In some strange way I know 

John invites me to be more than just a priest who says Mass on a Sunday 

and a respected member of the community.  After all words are cheap and 

rhetoric is too often spoken with little or nothing to offer.    

There is something profoundly honest about John.  He does not hide who he 

is or his failings; they are present for all to see.  Maybe in our respectable  

society he challenges us as our polite tolerance can hide a multitude of sins.   

John is challenging and yet there is something innocent about John  

because he is not two-faced or devious.  His failings, though many, have not 

polluted his soul.  I can see so much goodness in him and, he does at times, 

in spite of myself, makes me laugh heartily.  John can be a joy to be with 

when I glimpse his fun-loving innocent self.  When I experience this side of 

John, I know I have touched the holy – in truth he is a good man.   

The last time John called he wanted to visit the church, I was getting late and 

I was frustrated and annoyed with John but reluctantly agreed.  He knelt said 

a few prayers, and for some unknown reason he asked me if he could touch 

one of the angels at the high altar.  There was just the two of us alone.  As he 

touched the marble statue he smiled; an intimate private smile.  It was as if he 

was seeing something I could not see.  He then just smiled at me and left 

without saying a word.  I haven't seen John since.   



Laetare Sunday is the fourth Sunday in the season of Lent, in 

the Western Christian liturgical calendar. Traditionally, this 

Sunday has been a day of celebration and promised hope, 

within the period of Lent.  (Laetare means "Rejoice" in Latin). 

A Few Irish Jokes for St. Patrick’s Day  

Murphy goes into the confessional box after years of being away from 

the Church.  He pulls aside the curtain, enters, and sits himself down.  

There was is a fully equipped bar with glasses, a bottle of wine  and a 

six pack of Guinness nearby. 

He hears a priest come in. “Father, forgive me I think it’s been a while 

since I’ve been to confession and to be sure I must say that the confes-

sional box is much better than it used to be.  The priest replies, “Get out, 

you idiot. You’re on my side!” 

Paddy says to Mary if you were stranded on a desert island who would 

you like most to be with you?” 

“My Uncle Mick” replies Paddy. 

“What’s so special about him?” asks Mary. 

“He’s got a boat,” says Paddy.   

Young man,” said the judge, looking sternly at the defendant. “It’s  

alcohol and alcohol alone that’s responsible for your present sorry state! 

” I’m glad to hear you say that,” replied Murphy, with a sigh of relief. ” 

Everybody else says it’s all my fault!” 

For those who like to be challenged  
1. I have branches yet I have no leaves, no trunk and no fruit. 

What am I?   
2. What belongs to you but other people use it more than 

you?   
3. I never was but always will be. No one ever saw me but 

everyone knows I exist.    
4. What breaks and never falls? 
        

 Answers at the bottom of the page— how many can you solve 

1. A Bank  2. Your name.  3.  Tomorrow.  4.  Day Break  



1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$1,431.50 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. 
Be joyful, all who were in mourning; 
exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.  
  
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

R. Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!   
  
By the rivers of Babylon,  
there we sat and wept,. 
remembering Zion;  
on the poplars that grew there 
we hung up our harps. R. 
  

For it was there that they asked us,  
our captors, for songs, 
our oppressors, for joy. 
‘Sing to us,’ they said, 
‘one of Zion’s songs’. R. 
 

O how could we sing, 
the song of the Lord 
on alien soil? 
If I forget you, Jerusalem, 
let my right hand wither! R. 
 
O let my tongue, 
Cleave my mouth 
if I remember you not, 
if I prize not Jerusalem 
above all my joys! R. 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!  
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son,   
that all who believed in him might have eternal life.  
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!  
Alleluia! 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23  
Responsorial Psalm 136 

St Paul to the Ephesians 2:4-10  
John 3:14-21 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34  
Responsorial Psalm 50:3-4, 12-15 

Hebrews 5:7-9  
John 12:20-33 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday 6pm  
Sunday 9:30am  
Tuesday to Friday 9:15am 
 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER  
MASS TIMES 
Thursday 7:30 pm 
Friday 11 am 
Friday 3 pm 
Saturday 8 pm  
Sunday 9:30 am & 11 am 
 

Reconciliation  
After Saturday 9.15am Mass (or by 
private appointment) 
 

Exposition  
First Friday of every month after 
9:15am Mass. 
 

Marriages   
Contact our office. 
 

Baptisms  
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au. 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au 
 
School Administration  
T: 9853 5859    
https://www.shkew.catholic.edu.au  

Parish Working Bee: 

Saturday 27 March, 11-3pm 

(Church & Grounds) Please place 

this date in your diary even if you 

can only come for one hour.  All 

are welcome as many hands 

make light labour.  
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mailto:https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation
https://www.shkew.catholic.edu.au/

