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2021 Seminarians Preparing for the Priesthood  
 

1
st
 year    6 seminarians  

2
nd

 year    2 seminarians  
3

rd
 year    6 seminarians  

4
th
 year    1 seminarians  

5
th
 year    4 seminarians 

6
th
 year    3 seminarians  

7
th
 year    4 seminarians  

Deacons   3 seminarians 
Studying OS   3 seminarians  
 
A personal reflection  
 

As you know many of our priests are reaching retirement age.  What the future will 

be is uncertain all we can know is that it will be quite different from what we now 

take for granted.  As I study the prophet Ezekiel, I am given new insights as I try to 

discern the profound transitions which our Church is facing.  Our institution has 

lost much of its moral and spiritual authority.  Religion is now a life-style choice not 

for the faint hearted!  Social justice has replaced a desire for the transcendent.  

Many have forgotten how to pray.  Others have abandoned their spiritual birth-rite 

to replace it with an undefined longing for something just out of reach.   

 

Yet maybe the real problem lies within the institutional Church itself.  Is there a 

need to rationalize and close parishes due to a lack of clergy?  Solutions such as 

married clergy and lay parish administrators are obvious.  Imagine if we were to 

invite those priests who have left to re-engage as priests.  After all we already 

have married Catholic priests working in the Archdiocese of Melbourne.   

Total Seminarians 32  



Many different Catholic denominations have always had married clergy.  We 

had married clergy until around the 12th century.  The fundamental issue rests 

on the question which is more important Eucharist or celibacy?  As for female 

clergy does gender and/or tradition determine vocation?  That conversation 

may be for another time.   

 

Then again maybe the Spirit is looking for a different Church then just a  

re-establishment of its present form.  The answer might not lie with the clergy 

nor the institution, but with you, the people themselves.  Will we return to the 

early Church model which consists of Small Christian Communities.  Is the 

work of the Spirit to bring about new life not to the institution but through you, 

the People of God?   

 

At the beginning of the 6
th
 century BCE the prophet Ezekiel tells us that the 

people of Judah faced a worse crisis.  Judah because of her national  

identity with God believed Jerusalem was impervious to destruction so long as 

God was with his people.  Jerusalem now laid in ruins.  Most importantly even 

the temple, God’s residence, the only place of worship, was destroyed.  God 

had promised to protect his people and now they were taken in bondage to 

Babylon.  Everything they believed in was gone, Jerusalem, the Temple and 

their land all given as divine promises by God, all Gone.  Israel's God was  

either too weak to protect his people or he had abandoned them.  Other’s  

concluded that this was in actuality a ‘visitation of judgment’ from God to  

punish his people for their spiritual and religious neglect.   

 

God had abandoned his people or had he!  The prophet Jeremiah in  

chapter 29:5-7 says “To all the exiles whom I (God) have sent from  

Jerusalem to Babylon, build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat 

what they produce, take wives and have sons and daughters”   .  God does not 

abandon his people but chooses exile with them.  Ezekiel informs Judah/Israel 

that God has initiated a new exodus (Ezek. 11:14-25) and after her time in 

bondage/exile is completed God will bring Israel home (Deut. 5:6-7).  God’s 

abiding presence will enable those faithful in exile to recover their faith and reli-

gious identity.  He will continue to reside with his people to change their hearts 

(Ezek. 11:19-20).  Israel will survive as the People of God.   



I wonder if there are parallels between Ezekiel’s time and our present  

situation?  I believe that the old must change or die to give way for the 

new.   

 

NB: God has promise never to abandon us but that does not mean he will 

protect us from the realities we face.   

 

How do we as a Church respond to our world?  How might we invite  

vigorous debate and controversial views to stimulate new ways of  

interpreting the Spirit in our times?  How might we replace reluctance to 

engage with passionate involvement?  We are called to redeem the world 

‘Lumen Gentium’.  We can only do this through genuine engagement.   

 

A New Exodus may be our only hope.  This will demand a deconstruction 

of the old to make way for the new.  Our religion has much to offer to a  

discontented people who hunger for meaning.  The story of renewed hope 

for our religion and for our world begins with you and I.  As Vatical II rightly 

states; ‘We, you and I, are the Church’!  God lives among us.  The  

question remains what type of Church do we really want?  I wonder what 

the plenary council will tell us!  May the Holy Spirit guide us into the future.   

• What can point in every direction but can't reach the destination by 
itself? 

• You live in a one-story house made entirely of redwood. What  
 colour would the stairs be? 
• What has a neck and no head, two arms and no hands?  

For our Children  
1. What did one toilet say to the other? 
2. What building in your town has the most stories? 
3. How do we know that the ocean is friendly? 
4. How does the moon cut his hair? 
 
If you give up the answers are at the end of the page  

1. You look a bit flushed.  2. A Library.  3 It waves.  4. Eclipse it 

Prayer for the week 

May your days be full of laughter and you nights be of peaceful sleep.   



Be content with what you have.   

There will always be someone who  

will have more than you and always  

someone who will have less that you.   

Measure your wealth by those who love 

you and by those whom you love.  Be rich of spirit and gentle of heart.   

Don’t forget to be thankful for all your blessings.    Be happy and Be at peace!   

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Let all the earth cry out to God with joy; praise the glory 
of his name; praise his glorious praise, alleluia.  

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. Lift up the light of your face on us, O Lord.  
Alleluia!   

 
When I call, answer me, O God of justice; 
from anguish you released me,  
have mercy and hear me!   R. 
 
It is the Lord who grants favours to these whom he loves; 
the Lord hears me whenever I call to him.  R. 
 
What can bring us happiness? Many say. 
Lift up the light of your face on us, O Lord.  R. 
 
I will lie down in peace and sleep comes at once, 
For you alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety.  R 
  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia Alleluia! 
Lord Jesus, explains the scriptures to us. 
Make our hearts burn within us as you talk to us. 
Alleluia.   
  
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead on the third 
day.  In his name penance for the remission of sins is to 
breached to all the nations, Alleluia.   
 

3rd Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 3:13-15, 17-19 

Responsorial Psalm 4:2,4,7,9. 
I John 2:1-5 

Luke 24:35-48 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday 6pm  
Sunday 9:30am  
Tuesday to Friday 9:15am 
 

Reconciliation  
After Saturday 9.15am Mass  
(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  
First Friday of every month after 
9:15am Mass. 
 

Marriages   
Contact our office. 
 

Baptisms  
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au. 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au 
 

School Administration  
T: 9853 5859 
W: https://
www.shkew.catholic.edu.au     

4th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 4:8-12 

Responsorial Psalm 117:1,8-9, 21-23, 26, 

28-29. 

St John 3:1-2 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$3441.86 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   
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