
Sacred Heart Parish, Kew 
Fourth Sunday of Eastertide Year B  25 April 2021 

   Parish Priest   Parish Secretary    
   Father John Madden Michele Agustin-Guarino      

  

Parish Office, 116 Cotham Road, Kew 

P.O. Box 3221, Cotham L.P.O. Kew 3101 

 Office Closed on Mondays   

Office Hours Tuesday to Friday, 8:45am-3pm 

Telephone 9853 6701   Mobile 0431 635 068 (Emergency) 

Email: sacred.heart.parish.kew@gmail.com     Website: www.shkew.org.au 

The Good Shepherd  

I remember my 1st scripture professor some 38 years ago telling me that the 

only way to understand the New Testament was to first examine the Old  

Testament.  His words have stayed with me to this day and I have found 

them to be true.  The New Testament finds its origins in the Old Testament.  

This is also true of the ‘Good Shepherd’ which we find in today’s reading 

from John’s gospel.  To explore its origins and meanings we need to return to 

the Old Testament to the prophet Ezekiel.   

Chapter 34 of the book of Ezekiel reveal religious leaders (shepherds) can be 

utterly corrupt.  These corrupt religious leaders exploited their people.  Their 

sin was that they did not speak out against injustice, in fact they were part of 

the problem and even led their people astray.  They became like the rest of 

society, money and power became their driving force.  They lived in luxury.  

They forgot they were servants of God ordered to protect and help his  

people.  Instead they allowed corruption to flourish.  Theirs is the greater sin.   



The Good Shepherd:  Ezekiel chapter 34. 

Consequently in chapter 35 we hear from the prophet Ezekiel, as follows;   

Thus says the Lord: “Ah you shepherds of Israel who have been feeding  

yourselves!  Should not shepherds feed the sheep?  You eat the fat, you clothe 

yourself with wool, you slaughter the fatling, but you do not feed the sheep.”   

“You have not strengthened the weak, you have not healed the sick, you have 

not bound up the injured, you have not brough back the strayed, you have not 

sought the lost, but with force and hardship you have ruled them.”   

“As I live says the Lord, because my shepherds have not searched for my 

sheep, but have fed themselves therefore hear the word of the Lord:  Thus says 

the Lord, I am against my shepherds, no longer shall my shepherds feed  

themselves.  I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, so that they may not be 

food for them.” 

“I will seek out my sheep, I will seek the lost, I will bring back the strayed, I 

will bind up the wounded, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and strong 

I will destroy.  I will feed them with justice.”   

“I will save my sheep so that they shall no longer be ravaged.  They shall live 

in safety and no one shall make them afraid again.  They shall know that I am 

the Lord, when I break the bars of their yoke, and save them from the hands of 

those who enslave them”.   

“You are my sheep, the sheep of my pasture, and I am your God, says the Lord 

God.”  

This is God’s measuring-rod in judging the religious leaders of Ezekiel’s time.  

What might it be telling us today!  If we do not speak out then who will?   

Anzac Day  

Sincere thanks to all who help with preparing the church for Anzac Day.  

Once again it is a celebration of our faith and reveals there are so many 

good people among us.  Special thanks to Rachael Fernandez and 

Michele who spend many hours making the poppy flowers.   

With blessing and gratitude  Fr. John  



God of love and liberty, we bring our thanks this 

day for the peace and security we enjoy, which 

was won for us through the courage and  

devotion of those who gave their lives in time of 

war. We pray that their labour and sacrifice may 

not be in vain, but that their spirit may live on in 

us and in generations to come. That the liberty, 

truth and justice which they sought to preserve 

may be seen and known in all the nations upon 

earth. This we pray in the name of the one who 

gave his life for the sake of the world, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Prayer for Anzac Day  

1. You throw away the outside and cook the inside. Then you eat the 
outside and throw away the inside. What did you eat? 

2. I go around in circles, but always straight ahead. I never complain no 
matter where I am led. What am I? 

3. What has teeth but cannot bite? 

 
Answers at the bottom of the page (don’t give up and look)  

1.  An ear of corn.  2. A wheel.  3. a comb. 

A Hebrew Vidui  

We confess our sins against the earth.  

We have consumed thoughtlessly and irresponsibly.  

We have harmed beyond repair the habitat of many living creatures. 

We see the earth as belonging to us rather than to all of creation.   

We have ravaged old growth forests. 

We have ignored environmentalists and rejected their warnings.   

We have spewed poisons into the bloodstream of our land; its rivers, its lakes 

and its estuaries.   

We have transformed dazzling beauty into industrial wastelands.   

We have used resources for personal gain and capital greed. 

We have violated your command to care for the earth.   

May we seek your forgiveness with humility of heart.  May we strive to learn 

from our sins of greed arrogance and pride to be better guardians of this Great 

Southern Land we call home.   



ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; 
By the word o the Lord the heavens were made, alleluia. 

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. The stone rejected by the builders has become the 
corner stone.  

 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
for his love has no end. 
It is better to take the refuge in the Lord 
than to trust in people 
it is better to take refuge in the Lord 
than to trust in princes    R. 
 
I will thank you for you have given answer 
and you are my saviour. 
The stone which the builders rejected  
has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord,  
a marvel in our eyes.   R. 
 
Blessed is the name of the Lord 
is he who comes. 
We bless you from the house of the Lord;  
I will thank you for you have given answer 
and you are my saviour.   
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good;  
for his love has no end. R. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia Alleluia! 
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 
I know my sheep, and mine know me. 
Alleluia!  

4th Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 4:8-12 

Responsorial Psalm 117:1,8-9, 21-23, 
26, 28-29. 

St John 3:1-2 
John 10:11-18 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday 6pm  
Sunday 9:30am  
Tuesday, Thursday-Saturday 
9:15am 
Monday & Wednesday NO MASS 
 

Reconciliation  
After Saturday 9.15am Mass  
(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  
First Friday of every month after 
9:15am Mass. 
 

Marriages   
Contact our office. 
 

Baptisms  
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au. 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au 
 

School Administration  
T: 9853 5859 

5th Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 9:26-31 

Responsorial Psalm 21:26-28, 30-32 

St John 3:18-24 
John 15:1-8 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2,292.80 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

Pray for the week 

May God keep my tong for 

doing harm and my lips from 

deceit.  May silence by my 

daily practice and humility 

my constant stance.   

Smile: no one is watching! 
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