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The Future ‘Mission’ of the Archdiocese 
Dear Parishioners,  
We have had some feedback regarding the presentation of the ‘Mission’ of the 
Archdiocese given at last weekend’s Mass.  In response we will repeat this  
presentation next weekend so can you please invite more people to attend so they 
are informed accordingly.    
 

I am not against change and understand the difficulties facing the Archdiocese, but 
I am not sure of the long term effects of this ‘Mission’ restructuring.  My main  
concern is its pastoral consequences/application at a local level.  Will the size and 
location of these Mission areas result in the slow undermining of a pastoral  
relationship between a priest and his local community?  Such concerns must be  
addressed as essential in any future planning.   
 

My second concern is the lack of motivation from many in our community who  
consider themselves Catholic but seldom attend Sacred Heart Church.  Many might 
suggest that Sacred Heart is our heritage and our spiritual home and as such will 
always remain.  My fear is that like the local coffee shop if this parish is not  
supported by people’s attendance what future do we ultimately have?   
Words are no longer enough.   
 

We need action to maintain this parish and by that, I mean we need people to 
come to Mass at the weekends.  As I said at last week’s Mass, I cannot defend this 
parish with only 150 people willing to come here each weekend.  We have already 
reduced our weekend Masses from four to two.  Numbers of attendees will play a 
major role in our future at it unfolds for Sacred Heart Parish.  So, in the end it is up 
to us.  If we stay as we are then the future is uncertain at best.  If people are willing 
to give just one hour a week to their faith and to this faith community then we can 
proceed with renewed hope.  In many ways our future is a self-fulfilling prophecy.  
It is time to decide.  Words are no longer enough.   



The Church and Liturgy  
As some of you might know God is present in four different ways when we celebrate 
the Mass.  These include the Eucharist, the Word, the People, and the Priest.  Each 
work in unison with the other in manifesting the Real Presence of the Divine.   
God is present in the Eucharist through the transubstantiation of the bread and 
wine. 
God is present in the people by the life-giving indwelling presence of the Spirit. 
God is present in the Priest by rite of ordination. 
God is present in the Word as God communicates with us.   
 
While the Eucharist has often been the focus of the Mass it is true to say that the 
Word of God is Sacred.  God is present through and in his Word as God is present in 
and through the Eucharist.  Word and deed act as one, just as the priest and  
congregation act as one, in celebrating the Mass, i.e., the priesthood of the ordained 
and the priesthood of the laity.   
 
In our tradition the Word holds a sacred place in the hearts of the faithful.  While the 
Eucharist is often seen as the focus of the Mass it is also true to say that the Word is 
also central to the Mass.  You cannot have the Mass without the Word and the  
Eucharist.   
 
In honouring the Word there is a tradition where churches have placed a special  
lectern with the divine presence, the Word, open and available for people to see.  
God’s Word is therefore permanently available for reflection, prayer, and devotion.  
As such the placing of a lectern for the permanent display of the Word gives added  
honour.  In many ways this complements the sanctuary lamp which signifies the 
presence of the Eucharist in the tabernacle.   
 
If you look at the sanctuary you will see a lectern which was made specifically for this 
purpose with the Word facing the people.  This is located by the presidential chair on 
your right-hand side.  The book is placed there, always open, facing the people to 
honour the Divine Presence in the Sacred Word.  In this way the ever-present Word 
of God is reverenced.   
 
Some parishioners have suggested that this lectern be placed in a lower position 
closer to the people at the foot of the sanctuary steps.  Another suggestion is to alter 
the new lectern to match the lectern on your left.  This would give symmetrical  
balance giving visual symmetry to the sanctuary area.   
I would like your opinion in order to make a decision. 
1.  leave the new lectern on your right in is present position unaltered. 
2. place the lectern at the foot of the sanctuary area but remain unaltered.   
3. change the new lectern to match the lectern on your left.   
If people prefer option #3 then I will ask Michael to create a new liturgical Lectern 
for the Word to be honoured and displayed.   
 
Can you please let me know your opinion by July 18th 2021.   



Hope is Eternal  

Elpis (Hope) appears in ancient Greek mythology 

with the story of Zeus and Prometheus.  

Prometheus stole fire from the god Zeus, which 

infuriated the supreme god. In turn, Zeus created 

a box that contained all manners of evil,  

un-be-known to the receiver of the box.  Pandora 

opened the box after being warned not to and 

unleashed a multitude of harmful spirits that  

inflicted plagues, diseases, and illnesses on mankind. Spirits of greed,  

envy, hatred, mistrust, sorrow, anger, revenge, lust, and despair scattered 

far and wide looking for humans to torment. Inside the box, however, there 

was also an unreleased healing spirit named Hope. From ancient times, 

people have recognized that a spirit of hope had the power to heal  

afflictions and helps them bear times of great suffering, illnesses, disasters, 

loss, and pain.  The personification of hope is named Elpis. 

Sacrament of Confirmation  
Due to the Corona virus, lockdown and school holidays I have  
decided to extend the due date for enrolment for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation until July 11

th. 
 Please contact Michele if you have 

any queries before this due date.  There will be no exceptions 
made unless under serious circumstances.  Sincerely Fr. John  

Riddles for Young and Old  
1. What type of cheese is made backward? 
2. How can you turn four into six by moving one letter? 
3. What did Adam say the day before Christmas? 
4. When does a British potato change its nationality?  
5. You can see me in water but I never get wet.  What am I?  

1. Edam  2. VI becomes IV.  3.  It’s Christmas Eve.  4.  When it becomes French fries.  5.  A reflection 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elpis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prometheus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pandora
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personification
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elpis


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Your merciful love, O God, 
we have received in the midst of your temple. 
Your praise, O God, like your name, 
reaches the ends of the earth: 
your right hand is filled with saving justice. 
   

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. Our eyes are fixed on the Lord, pleading for his  
mercy. 
 

To you I have lifted my eyes, 
you who dwell in the heavens: 
my eyes, like the eyes of slaves  
on the hand of their lords. R. 
 
Like the eyes of a servant 
on the hand of his mistress,  
so our eyes are on the Lord our God 
till he shows us his mercy. R. 
 
Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
We are filled with contempt. 
Indeed all too full is our soul  
with the scorn of the rich, 
with the proud man’s disdain. R. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia Alleluia! 
The Spirit is upon me: 
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia!  
  

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 
 

Ezekiel 2:2-5 

Responsorial Psalm 122 

St Paul to Corinthians 12:7-10 
Mark 6:1-6 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday 6pm  
Sunday 9:30am  
Tuesday-Saturday 9:15am 
Monday NO MASS 
 

Reconciliation  
After Saturday 9.15am Mass  
(or by private appointment) 
 

Anointing  
XXXXXXXX 
 
Exposition  
First Friday of every month after 
9:15am Mass. 
 

Marriages   
Contact our office. 
 

Baptisms  
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au. 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au 
 

15h Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 
 

Amos 7:12-15 

Responsorial Psalm 84 

St Paul to Ephesians 1:3-14 
Mark 6:7-13 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$ 3,520.70 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

Prayer  

Prayer might not change 

your situation but it has the 

power to change you.   

Prayer is the most powerful 

force in the universe.   

Be a person of prayer.   

Thought for the Week 

One reason why I know God is just is because when I die 

all I can take with me is myself!  The same is true of you! 

mailto:https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation
mailto:https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation

