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Parish Meeting in response to Mission   
As you know the Archbishop is in the process of developing ‘Missions’ 
across the Archdiocese.  His vision is that the 56 parishes in our Eastern 
Region will become 14 Centres of Mission.   
 
Some parishes may remain stand alone, but most will be invited into  
partnership or amalgamation.  The administration of parishes will gradually 
be centralised in this new model as we move from a local Parish structure to 
Centres of Mission.  Our priests will be invited to live in one central location 
rather than in individual presbyteries.  The future of Sacred Heart Parish will  
be determined by our viability and also by what we can offer to the parishes 
which surround us.   
 
At previously stated we have an average of 150 parishioners who  
regularly attend weekend Mass at Sacred Heart Church.  In response we 
have reduced our weekend Masses from four to two.   
Our parish has a long and proud history, and we are its custodians for the 
next generations.  The future of our parish will be largely determined by your 
dedicated commitment.  We invite you to become a more active member of 
our parish.   
 
The Parish Leadership Team invites all parishioners to attend an  
information and discussion session.  We had two tentative dates already 
chosen but these had to be cancelled due to the lockdown.  Hence this 
meeting will occur in the very near future all things being equal.   We need 
to hear your voice as we try to determine our future response to the  
implementation of this ‘Mission’ in our area.   
 
What do you consider to be the ‘best possible outcome’ for our  
parish?   
What commitment can you ‘personally’ make to the future viability of this, 
your  parish? 
 



Old Elites make way as Church moves on  
Source: The Australian.      Saturday 24

th
 July 2021.   

         by John Ferguson 
 
Inner- city elites are being overtaken by the heavily multicultural outer 
suburbs as Australia’s largest Catholic archdiocese focuses its  
modernisation agenda on the booming growth areas.   
 
The Archdiocese of Melbourne’s mission renewal process has  
reinforced the sharp shift in populations, with the once dominant  
inner-city parishes being overtaken by outer suburban churches in the 
city’s north and west.   
 
In a move replicated across the country, the church is undertaking a 
major internal review of how it sells the gospel in a changing society, 
with moves to set up a series of missions that will attempt to serve 
more than one million mainly Melbourne Catholics. 
 
The process will help lead the way for the rest of Australia, with the 
church facing a series of unprecedented challenges including the  
increasingly secular society, aging clergy, and the toll of widespread 
abuse cases.   
 
Archbishop of Melbourne Peter Comensoli is overseeing a process of 
renewal that includes a reordering of resources and an expectation of 
considerable changes to the way the church functions in the future.   
 
He told the Weekend Australian a key aspect of the mission renewal 
was making sure resources were allocated to growth areas without  
forgetting the inner areas; six of the top 10 parishes with smaller  
Catholic populations are now in the inner city.   
 
“I’m saying let’s go to where the people are” Archbishop Comensoli 
said.  “Where do you go to plant the seeds?  Go plant where the people 
are.”   
 
Census data shows that five of the top 10 parishes in Melbourne’s 
north and the other five in the west, which coincide with some of  
Australia’s highest population growth, are fuelled by cheaper housing 
and immigration.   
 
These growth areas, which include suburbs of Craigieburn, Mill Park, 
Laverton and Werribee, also are key to Labor’s hold on Melbourne at a 
state and federal level.   
 
The mission renewal process is being greeted with concern by the  
clergy, many of whom are aging and facing uncertainty over their  
futures and how they will spend their final years as priests.   



Historically, many of the larger parishes in Melbourne were in the inner 
city suburbs but soaring house prices close to the CBD and an increase 
in social progressive communities have changed the face of the church.   
 
Archbishop Comensoli said Covid-19 brought mixed impacts on the 
church, with more traditional parishes, such as those in the inner city, 
not being as significantly financially impacted because of the wider use 
of technology like direct debits.   
But he said families are moving out.  “They are going further and further 
from the centre of Melbourne,” he said.  “So, they are major western, 
north and east corridors of growth.  That’s where most of our people are 
now situated.  So how do we resource well for them and looking at that 
in terms of equity across the diocese.” 
 
Archbishop Comensoli, who hails from NSW, said Melbourne was  
traditionally defined by the tram network.  “But most of the population 
now lives beyond the tram tracks zone and most Catholics now live  
beyond that.”  
 
National attendance figures for 2016 showed that 623,356 people  
attended mass each week out of 5.3 million Catholics at an attendance 
rate of 11.8 per cent; the hope is that spreading the gospel more  
broadly around Australia will lead to a resurgence.   
 
The Plenary Council has been urged by modernisers to move more  
aggressively with the times on issues such as married priests and  
greater roles for women.   
 
Archbishop Comensoli said the effect of Covid had been to force people 
to consider their priorities and how to live their lives.  “I don’t see it as a 
game changer but a game of revealer, it’s been a game revealer.  It’s 
been something of a revelation.   
 
I think the vast bulk of people are (heading) towards a sense of what 
are their priorities in life.” 
 

Source: The Australian.      Saturday 24
th
 July 2021.   

         by John Ferguson 

Boroondara Council voted to Retain Prayer 
Many thanks to all who contacted the Boroondara Council asking that 
the tradition of saying a prayer before the meeting be retained.  It is 
good to know that the council listened to our concerns and have 
agreed to uphold this aspect of council life.   
As you know prayer can only bring about positive benefits.  I pray 
that God will continue to inspire the Boroondara Council in all its  
endeavours to serve our community.   



RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. The Lord gave them bread from heaven. 
 

The things we have heard and understood,  
the things our fathers have told us, 
we will tell to the next generation:  
the glories of the Lord and his might.R. 
 

He commanded the clouds above 
and opened the gates of heaven.  
He rained down manna for their food, 
and gave them bread from heaven. R. 
 

Mere men ate the bread of angels. 
He sent them abundance of food. 
He brought them to his holy land, 
to the mountain which his right hand won.R. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia Alleluia! 
No one lives on bread alone, 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.  
Alleluia!  

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 
 

Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15 

Responsorial Psalm 77:3-4, 23-25, 54 

St Paul to Ephesians 4:17, 20-24 
John 6:24-35 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday 6pm  
Sunday 9:30am  
Tuesday-Saturday 9:15am 
Monday NO MASS 
 

Reconciliation  
After Saturday 9.15am Mass  
(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  
First Friday of every month after 
9:15am Mass. 
 

Marriages   
Contact our office. 
 

Baptisms  
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au. 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au 
 

School Administration  
T: 9853 5859 
W: https://
www.shkew.catholic.edu.au     

Saint Mary of the Cross 
 

Kings 17:8-16 

Responsorial Psalm 62:1-8 

St Paul to Colossians 3:12-17 
Matthew 6:25-34 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2,161.50 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

Our church will remain open on Saturday 
morning until 1pm for personal.  Please 
come and pray.  You are also invited to 
light a candle for your loved ones.   

1. I always have one eye open what am I?  
2. When is it bad luck to see a black cat? 
3. How may sides in a circle?  
4. I have four legs but no tail and am usually heard at night what am I?  
5. At the sound of me, men may dream or stomp their feet at the sound of me, 

women may laugh or sometimes weep. What am I? 

1. A needle.  2. A Mouse .  3.  two sides,  inside and outside.  4.  A frog.  5. Music  
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