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Dear fellow parishioners. 

Thank you for your feedback on the crucial matter of Parish to  

Mission as initiated by Archbishop Comensoli and the Diocese of  

Melbourne.  Your input is extremely valuable in assisting us all in our 

task of discernment for the future of Sacred Heart Parish. 

 

Our next step is to gather together to present additional  

information and to facilitate a Q & A for everyone to participate in.  We 

had planned this to take place on Sunday 8 August.  However, due to 

recent lockdowns and surrounding limitations, we have postponed 

this event.  We ask for your patience and continued evolving 

thoughts, ideas and especially prayers until we can safely present to 

you all.  Please stay tuned! 

The Sacred Word of God 

Recently I explained our history of reverencing the Word of God from which 

we are nourished at our liturgies.  I asked your response to the location of the 

lectionary on which the Word of God is permanently displayed.   

From the responses I received most are happy for the present position to be 

maintained.  Parishioners also indicated they thought it was important to have 

the Word or God revered on the sanctuary area giving it importance and  

prominence and not on a lower level.  Thank you for your input it is most  

appreciated.   
 

Our Church will remain open on Saturday morning until 1pm for personal  

prayer.  Please come and pray.  You are also invited to light a candle for your 

intensions and for your loved ones.        Fr. John  



Religion: Doorway to Sacred Spiritual Wisdom 

We are losing our sense of the Sacred.   
 

Despite our many strides forward in Western civilization today, we have 

lost something precious.  We are losing our sense of the Sacred.   
 

Christianity for many has become a private spirituality between the self 

and God.  Many have placed God on the verge of society hoping he will 

stay in his place while we get on with life.  The problem with this type of 

spirituality is that it never challenges but accepts the status quo of my 

worldview.  God becomes a reflection of my opinions, my values and my 

beliefs.  Ultimately God is there to serve as a functionary to my reality.   
 

Most Christians are silent when it comes to their faith.  This mindset is 

based on a lack of intellectual and theological reflection.  How can  

people defend what they do not know?  Or worse yet, how can we  

respond to apathy and the fact that we are often simply ignored?   

Consequently, our Church is often misunderstood, despite our best  

attempts to communicate.   
 

How do we encourage people to commit to their local faith community?  

God, or at least a traditional understanding of faith and morality theology 

no longer applies.  Christianity no longer represent the mainstream of 

the culture in which we live.  We have been marginalized and even  

demonized.  Some of that is our own fault due to living our faith badly.  

Some of it is just part of being counter-cultural in a godless secularist 

culture.  It is harder and harder to be a ‘Committed Catholic’ and an  

active member of a faith community.   
 

In this present climate how can we pass on our spiritual beliefs to our 

children?  In my experience people continually make excuses for their 

lack of commitment to the faith.  In the end it is the children who will lose 

out.  The spiritual wisdom and knowledge of God celebrated in religious 

practice will be eventually lost due to ignorance and apathy.   
 

I am not saying that people are not good what I am saying is that  

spiritual wisdom which religion offers is becoming a thing of the past.  

We have only 150 parishioners who regularly attend weekend Mass at 

Sacred Heart Church.  Our weekend Masses have reduced from four to 

two.  Our spiritual birthright will be lost if you and I do not act NOW!.    
 

Make time for the Sacred—Come to Mass—your life will be 

blessed.  We owe this to God, our children and ourselves.     



POLITICS & THE LORD’S PRAYER   By David Davis  
         Tuesday 3 August 2021  
         Source: the Herald Sun  

 
“The Lord’s Prayer has been read in Victoria’s Legislative Council at the  
commencement of every sitting day since 1857.  It is part of our heritage, 
clearly a Christian prayer, but an important symbol of much, much more.   
It clearly does symbolise our Judaeo-Christian heritage, but it is also a marker 
of the individualism, and commitment to the individual rights, that is the centre 
of our democracy.”   
 

“We are now as we were then, a diverse and multicultural nation; note the 
huge diversity on our goldfields in the 1850s.”   
 
“The Lord’s Prayer symbolises reverence for the ancient practices with their  
distinct line back to the House of Commons.  Two years ago, the Andrew’s  
Labor government closed down a parliamentary inquiry that was to look at the 
role of the Lord’s Prayer at the commencement of the parliamentary day.   
It is the Liberal view that such an important and symbolic change as the re-
moval of the Lord’s Prayer from the commencement of parliament after 164 
years should not occur without a public and open inquiry where all Victorians 
can have their say.  Faith leaders, people of no faith and ordinary Victorians 
will all have their views.”   
 

“The Reason Party proposal would replace the Lord’s Prayer with a period of 
silence:  that is like tearing down a statue with all the cultural damage that 
does and then looking quizzically at the empty pedestal.”   
 

            

A Personal Reflection  
Most Christians are silent when it comes to their faith.  It is as if we are  
apathetic and/or unwilling to speak out.  Yes, all we need is to remain silence 
for the continuing demise of our sacred traditions.  It is time for us to speak out 
for the greater good.  Our Church must have a voice and it is yours.   
 

The Lord’s Prayer, also known as the ‘Our Father’, is inclusive of all peoples all 
religions and all nationalities.  It begins with Our Father not My Father.   
 

The Our Father identifies us as one.  It is a universal prayer of hope, peace, 
forgiveness, of community, of universal care for the poor and hungry and finally 
our need for authentic wisdom for ourselves and our world.  These values can 
be found in all religions, including indigenous beliefs and values.  In fact the 
‘Our Father’ transcends all religious speaking universally for all who strive for a  
better world.  Religion is never mentioned in the Lords Prayer.  How can Fiona 
Patten say “the Lord’s Prayer has become divisive and disrespectful.”  
 

I believe the people of Victoria will be the poorer if this universal prayer is  
rejected.  The Lord’s Prayer is a prayer for wisdom including especially spiritual 
wisdom, which our political leaders desperately need.  What harm can saying a 
prayer do?  It can only do good.  Why replace it with deafening silence?   
 

It is time to protect our Judeo-Christian heritage from false political correctness 
while pandering to an ill-informed vocal minority.  I believe that prayer  
including the Lord’s Prayer is for the benefit of all Victorians.   

NB: I have no wish to be political my only intension is to protect our spiritual  
heritage.  Our Church must have a voice and it is yours.   



RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me 
fast. 
 

O God, you are my God, for you I long;  
for you my soul is thirsting. 
My body pines for you  
like a dry, weary land without water.R. 
 

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary  
to see your strength and your glory.  
For your love is better than life, 
my lips will speak your praise. R. 
 

So I will bless you all my life, 
in your name I will life up my hands. 
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 
my mouth shall praise you with joy. R. 
 

On my bed I remember you. 
On you I muse through the night 
for you have been my help; 
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. R. 
     

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia Alleluia! 
Many women were there by the cross, watching from a 
distance, the same women who had followed Jesus and 
looked after him. 
Alleluia!  

Saint Mary of the Cross Year B 
 

Kings 17:8-16 

Responsorial Psalm 62:1- 8 

St Paul to Colossians 3:12-17 
Matthew 6:25-34 

MASS TIMES 
Suspended due to lockdown 
 

Reconciliation  
Suspended due to lockdown 
 

Exposition  
Suspended due to lockdown 
 

Marriages   
Contact our office. 
 

Baptisms  
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au. 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au 

The Assumption—Vigil Mass Year B 
 

Chronicles 15:3-4, 15-16 

Responsorial Psalm 131:6-7, 9-10, 13-14 

St Paul to Corinthians 15:54-57 
Luke 11:27-28 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2,970.91 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

Riddles for young and old  

1. If you drop me, I’m sure to crack but smile at me, and I’ll always smile 
back. What am I? 

2. Nothing outside, nothing on the inside light as a feather.  What is it? 
3. I can shave 25 times a day and still have a beard?  What am I?  
4. What has lots of eyes but cannot see? 

Don’t look how many can you solve?  Answers at the end of the page.   

1.  A Mirror  2.  A bubble  3.  A barber  4.  A potato.   
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