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A Society without a Spiritual Framework slowly Disintegrates  

When those in leadership of a society decide to gradually get rid of God and 

God’s laws the result is that society itself slowly disintegrates.  This is  

because humankind needs a ‘spiritual’ belief greater than itself to keep us in 

balance.  In other words, “WE NEED GOD”.  God does not need us, but we 

definitely need God.  To replace God with ourselves is to bring about our own 

demise.   

 

James in our second reading, tells us much about a society which lacks a 

spiritual framework.  He speaks of intrigue and jealousy of unbridled ambition 

resulting in “wicked things of every kind being done”!  The prophets Jeremiah 

and Amos tells much the same story.  They are well worth reading and  

reflecting upon.   

James also speaks of ‘religious’ people and leaders who act in the same way.  

“You do not have what you want because you don’t pray for it and when you 

do pray and don’t get what you want it is because you have not prayed 

properly, you have prayed for something to indulge your own desires.”   He is 

scathing of a society which has rejected the Word as merely incidental.   

 

The book of wisdom in the first reading takes up the story 

The just will always reproach the sinful for the breaches of the law.  As  

wisdom tells us, the result is that ‘the godless lie in wait for the virtuous per-

son since he opposes their way of life’.   

 

Most significantly, it is the people who have been educated to have values, 

morals and personal integrity who are the very people who end up as  

scripture says, ‘playing false to their upbringing’.  It is important to note that 

those with ambition as their modus operandi will always reject the person 

who speaks an uncomfortable truth and try to silence that same person.   



The godless now decide to challenge God himself.  We hear this in our  1
st
 

reading again from the book of wisdom.  A man who speaks the truth is  

condemned for speaking out in gentleness; “let us test him with cruelty and  

torture and thus expose this gentleness of his.”  Note the words cruelty and  

torture signifying the depths people will go to silence the virtuous.  Their main 

goal is to break the person’s spirit into submission i.e., “expose this gentleness 

of his.”   

 

The sinful now internalise their actions and rationalise their behaviour.  The 

corrupt now have the arrogance to put God to the test i.e., to rescue the  

innocent.  Hence, the godless end up telling God what God himself should do.  

They quote the book of wisdom saying, “God will take his part and rescue him 

from the clutches of his enemies.”      “God will look after him – we have his 

word for it.”   

 

Yet we know that God does not respond to the demands of the sinful, nor does 

he listen to their voice.  Since the man does not break, he is condemned to a 

shameful death.  Yes, the final result is a shameful death of the virtuous man 

or woman.  But who really dies? 

There is a hidden truth to be seen in the reading from wisdom but only for 

those who have eyes to see.  As scripture says “Do not be afraid of those who 
kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy 

both soul and body in hell.” (Matthew 10:28).  

The death of the godless is an internal daily dying of values, morals, and  

integrity.  They become a shell – an empty shell – of themselves.  Theirs is a 

living death without compassion, authentic joy, or true love.  They are the ones 

who are spiritually and morally dead while the truth of the virtuous person 

keeps on living.   

 

Now look at the psalm and see it afresh.   

Puzzles— How many can you solve?   
 

1. What begins with T, ends with T, and has T in it? 
2. What has legs but can not walk?  
3. What is cut on a table but in never eaten  
4. What has one head one foot and four legs  
5. Where does Friday come before Thursday  
 

Answers on the next page.   



RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. The Lord upholds my life. 
 
O God save me by your name;  
by your power, uphold my cause. 
O God, hear my prayer;  
listen to the words of my mouth. R. 
 
For proud people have risen against me,  
ruthless people seek my life.   
They have no regard for God. R. 
 
But I have God for my help. 
The Lord upholds my life. 
I will sacrifice to you with willing heart 
and praise your name for it is good. R 
     
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia Alleluia! 
God has called us with the gospel 
to share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Alleluia!  

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year B 

Wisdom 2:12, 17-20 

Responsorial Psalm 53:3-6, 8 

St James 3:16-4:3 
Mark 9:30-37 

MASS TIMES 
Suspended due to COVID  
lockdown 
 

Reconciliation  
Suspended due to COVID  
lockdown 
 

Exposition  
Suspended due to COVID  
lockdown 
 

Marriages   
Contact our office. 
 

Baptisms  
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au. 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au 
 

School Administration  
T: 9853 5859 
W: https://
www.shkew.catholic.edu.au     

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year B 

Numbers 11:25-29 

Responsorial Psalm 18:8, 10, 12-14 

St James 5:1-6 
Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 

1st Collection—this money is to support Fr John, priests of the Archdiocese & Archbishop.  

BANK DETAILS:  BSB: 083 347    Account #: 663 832 561     Reference: Full name   
 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

BANK DETAILS:  BSB: 083 347  ACCOUNT #: 682 606 383  REFERENCE: TG-FULL NAME 

$2,131.96 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annual) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.  

1 A teas pot.  2  A table.  3.  A deck of cards.  4.  A bed.  5. In a dictionary  

If you want inner peace make friends with your soul! 

If you seek integrity and honesty from others begin with yourself.   
If you seek forgiveness, begin with yourself.   
If you seek to change society begin with yourself.   
Give joy to others and it will come back to you.   
Remind your soul to be grateful— show your gratitude in generosity.  
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