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Thank you so much for the immeasurably valuable work you have contributed to our parish! We are 
so much stronger together and can achieve great things when we are united. We are  
forever thankful for your tireless support. We hope you will come back after our many months of  
lockdown and join us soon, and maybe even bring a friend with you! We welcome the  
reopening of our parish and opportunities for gathering once again.   
In preparation for our return and to comply with legal requirements, our clergy, staff, and our  
volunteers involved in liturgical are required to provide the Parish with evidence of vaccination, Code 
of Conduct Declaration Form, Working with Children Check and Police Record Checks. This includes 
all musicians, readers, coordinators, eucharistic ministers, communion to the sick ministers,  
children’s liturgy of the word, welcome and hospitality, collectors, counters,  
audio-visual & sound technicians, recording technicians, altar servers and sacristans.  
We would be grateful if you could provide the parish office with the following by end of  
November 2021:  
A copy of your COVID-19 Vaccination Certificate.  Information on Mandatory Vaccination 
2.     A complete copy of the Code of Conduct Declaration Form  
3.     A copy of your Working with Children Check  
4.     A copy of your Police Record Check  
Clergy, employees, and volunteers in our parish hold a position of trust in our communities,  
irrespective of whether the role involves direct, indirect or no contact with children and young people. 
Our blanket approach ensures that we all stand united in creating safe environments for children and 
young people and demonstrates our commitment to excluding persons who pose an obvious risk to 
children and young people. 
All clergy, employees, and volunteers over the age of 18 years old are required to complete the Child 
Safety Code of Conduct Declaration form, maintain a current Working with Children Check (WWCC) 
and police record check throughout their involvement at Sacred Heart Parish. 
More information on Safeguarding requirements (Code of Conduct, Working with Children Check and 
Police Record Check) can be obtained from our website  
This private documentations will be treated with respect and will not be shared with anyone.  
If you would like to discuss this matter in confidence or require assistance, please do not  
hesitate to contact Michele Agustin-Guarino or me personally. 
Our weekend Masses will continue to be suspended until we are given further directions by Chief 
Health Officer and Premier over the coming weeks.  I will continue to provide you with our online 
weekend Mass.   
For the next two weeks, we will celebrate weekday Masses only commencing on Wednesday 27  
October.  To book for the weekday Masses visit our website.  Bookings open on 25 October 
Fr John Madden 

Did you pray yesterday?    
Have you prayed today?   
Will you pray tomorrow?   



Some initial insights into today’s gospel 

Our story begins with Jesus leaving Jericho.  As he reaches the outskirts of the 

town, he passes a blind beggar sitting at the side of the road.  This tells us two 

things.   

Firstly, the man is blind.  In the time of Jesus people believed that God was in 

control of every aspect of a person’s life.  Now since God is just if something 

bad happened to a person it could only be because they or a member of their 

family had sinned.  This was God’s way of restoring balance and justice.   

Consequently, this person became a spiritual outcast unable to go to the  

synagogue.  God had placed his mark of punishment upon him.  This man now 

became a warning for people as to the consequences of personal sin upon 

themselves or visited upon a member of their family.  Best not to sin and offend 

God.   

Secondly, since this blind man has no way of supporting himself, he would sit 

and beg at the outskirts of the town hoping that anyone leaving might give him 

something.  This was a good place to beg given its location.   

As the story continues, we are told he heard that Jesus was passing by, so he 

began to shout.  The reaction of the crowd is interesting they scolded him and 

told him to be quiet and shut up.  His response was to shout all the louder.  He 

had nothing to lose.  The crowd now responds differently showing their  

fickleness.  “Courage, they said, get up he is calling you”.  Notice what the man 

does, he throws off his cloak.  This is important because it was the only  

possession a blind person would have.  His cloak kept him warm during the 

night.  Often a poor person offered their cloak as a bond when securing a loan.  

According to the book of Deuteronomy 24:18 the cloak was to be returned each 

night because it was all a poor person had to sleep in and would be  

returned to the loan shark the following morning.  Thus, the throwing off of the 

cloak has a deeper meaning as a symbol of giving up everything in faith and the 

hope of being healed.  This is why Jesus says, “go your faith has saved you.”   

The theological significance of this passage is not the blind man but the crowd.  

They remain blind to what has really occurred, but the blind man can see hence 

he follows Jesus along the road.  This is a story not about physical sight but 

spiritual insight.  The crowd remains blind, and the blind man is physically and 

spiritually healed.  Jesus speaks to anyone who was willing to listen so that they 

might see with spiritual insight and practical understanding.   



Pews for sale—a part of our history 

The parish is offering a number of its excess pews for sale in the hope of raising 
revenue to pay for our sound system and to enhance the front entrance of the 
church which is now retained for parking.  It is hoped to transform this area into 
a welcoming landscaping space with some seating etc.  The pews are in perfect 
condition and represent part of the history of Sacred Heart. Get in quick for a 
piece of Sacred Heart history, contact our parish office.     

Our gifted young adults  

Over the last year or so we have been gifted to have some of our young 
adults offer their time and talents for our benefit.  As you know most weeks 
these wonderful people play and sing for us even when not even asked.  I 
have received many phone calls and e-mails from people far and wide  
expressing their appreciation and admiration saying how wonderful and  
inspiring our young adults are for all who tune into our Masses.  In gratitude 
we recognise their selfless contribution to our parish during lockdown.   

- Darcy, Oliver, and Matilda Towe  

- Kaitlyn & Mia Mathew 

- Vincent Adhitya 

- Gabriel Guarino 

- Emmanuel Millane 

Working bee Saturday 13th November 11-2pm.   

Please come along to our working bee.  Please bring gardening tools and 
other equipment you may need.  Likewise, those cleaning the church are 
asked to bring cleaning equipment.  Anyone with an hour to spare is invited 
to come and help.  Many hands make light labour.   

The Parish Leadership Team will share information with you concerning the 
Mission, as determined by the Archbishop, on Sunday 21 November at 10:30 
am in the church.  Many thanks for your patience and cooperation. Fr John  

Thought for the Week  

When we keep things bottled up even the most negative approach seems appropriate 



RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are 
filled with joy. 
 

When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, 
it seemed like a dream. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter,  
on our lips there were songs. R. 
 

The heartens themselves said: “What marvels   
the Lord worked for them!”   
What marvels the Lord worked for us! 
Indeed we were glad. R. 
 

Deliver us of Lord, from our bondage 
as streams in dry land. 
Those who are sowing in tears  
will sing when they reap. R. 
 
Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage 
as streams in dry land. 
Those who are sowing in tears 
will sing when they reap. R. 
 
They go out, they go out, full of tears, 
Carrying seed for the sowing: 
they come back, they come back, full of song,   
Carrying their sheaves. R. 
   
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia Alleluia! 
O Saviour Jesus Christ has done away with death, 
and brought us life through his gospel. 
Alleluia!   
 

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Year B 

Jeremiah 53:10-11 
Responsorial Psalm 125 

Hebrews 5:1-6 
Mark 10:46-52 

MASS TIMES 
Suspended due to COVID  
lockdown 
 

Reconciliation  
Suspended due to COVID  
lockdown 
 

Exposition  
Suspended due to COVID  
lockdown 
 

Marriages   
Contact our office. 
 

Baptisms  
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au. 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au 
 

School Administration  
T: 9853 5859 
W: https://
www.shkew.catholic.edu.au     

Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Year B 

Deuteronomy 6:2-6 
Responsorial Psalm 17:2-4, 47, 51 

Hebrews 7:23-28 
Mark 12:28-34 

1st Collection—this money is to support Fr John, priests of the Archdiocese & Archbishop.  
BANK DETAILS:  BSB: 083 347    Account #: 663 832 561     Reference: Full name   

 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 
BANK DETAILS:  BSB: 083 347  ACCOUNT #: 682 606 383  REFERENCE: TG-FULL NAME 

$1,826.50 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annual) donations from last week.  
We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.  


