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Sacred Heart Parish, Kew 
1st Sunday of Advent Year C  28 November 2021 

   Parish Priest   Parish Secretary    
   Father John Madden Michele Agustin-Guarino      

  
Parish Office, 116 Cotham Road, Kew 

P.O. Box 3221, Cotham L.P.O. Kew 3101 
 Office Closed on Mondays   

Office Hours Tuesday to Friday, 8:45am-3pm 
Telephone 9853 6701   Mobile 0431 635 068 (Emergency) 

Email: sacred.heart.parish.kew@gmail.com     Website: www.shkew.org.au 

International renowned Australian theologian Father. Frank O’ 
Laughlain believes it takes three generations to leave the Church.  
  
The 1st generation are parents who attend Mass on Sundays and 
belong to a worshiping community.   
 
The 2nd generation represents those parents who do not follow 
their parents’ example and view attending Mass as a choice for  
individuals to make rather than a Commandment from God.  This 
view is passed on to their children in turn so that the link with the 
Church is weakened.  Church now becomes a place to visit for 
special occasions, Christmas and Easter, baptisms, weddings  
funerals, or to seek support in times of difficulties.   
 
The 3rd generation is those children who have little or no  
identification with the Church.  Baptism becomes a social family  
affair rather than membership with the Church.   
 

My New Year’s Resolution is ______________ 
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An Uncomfortable Truth 

I was surprised by the comments made last Sunday in response to ‘Mission’ as 

major restructuring will begin across the archdiocese.  Many are under the  

impression that all we need to do is engage with the school families and all shall 

be well.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  Our school families do not  

attend church on a regular basis.  We invite again and again but the response is 

always the same.  There are many reasons given some valid other merely  

excuses.  So why is it that so many stay away?  I would like to share with you 

my own observations after more than 30 years of priesthood.  I will use the 

framework of Luigi Rulla a vocational psychologist.  This is a very brief and very 

limited over-view of this psychology, but it does give us a way of explaining our 

present situation.   
 

Needs and Values form Attitudes resulting in Behaviour  

So let’s begin with the question what truly motivates people?  Your responses 

may vary, ambition, desires etc, but if we are truly concise and by using this  

psychological framework, we end up with only two answers.  Needs and Values.  

A brief if not limited succinct summation is that a person’s needs, and values 

form attitudes and attitudes form behaviour.   

The best way to explain this psychological framework is the example of marriage 

when applied to Luigi’s vocational discernment psychology.  People get married 

for many reasons, some because they are lonely, others for security, others for 

a certain lifestyle, others to have a family, others because of family expectations, 

the list goes on and on.  Reasons for marriage can be varied and complex.  If 

we apply Rulla’s vocational psychology to marriage it seems to be telling us 

something profound.   

A marriage that is based on values such as integrity, truths, and faithfulness 

should last.  A marriage based on needs such as loneliness, or to have a child 

will not survive the distance.  The reason is that values are permanent and are 

like a glue in any relationship.  Needs are not permanent, an exception maybe in 

the case of dysfunctional dependency.  If a person marries because of values 

than when needs cannot be met the marriage will be held together by the values 

both spouses share.  If their needs and values are different then the marriage 

will not last.  I wish to state that needs can masquerade as values and values 

can be identified as need but this is not the forum for a more detailed analysis.  I 

am merely trying to show a way to understand why families no longer attend 

church.  (continues on the following page) 
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Schools are the new Parish  

Most of our families no longer attend Church at weekend since life is busy and 

the concept of the ‘weekend’ no longer exists.  As many say to me “we live out 

our faith at home”.  Using Rulla’s psychology the value of coming to Mass is 

superseded by the needs of a modern lifestyles.  Consequently families  

attend if their child is involved but otherwise stay away.  Belonging is mostly 

celebrated at Christmas, Easter, funerals weddings and baptisms.  Others 

want their children to receive the Sacraments so that they don’t miss out with 

their friends.  The truth is that the school is the new parish as long as the  

children attend.   

Consumer Catholics believe the Church and parish is there for their benefit 

alone.  I know of some who have had their child baptised just to insure a place 

in a catholic school.  How then can the faith be passed on to the next  

generation?  These families can be the most difficult to deal with due to their 

sense of exaggerated entitlement.   
 

Keeping our Relationship with God alive and well 

In my priesthood I have continually fought to ensure the links between the 

school and parish remain.  Most families, though morally good, no longer  

believe this is necessary.  Yet our faith community has much to offer both  

spiritually and pastorally.  The value of coming to Mass is in developing a  

meaningful personal relationship with God.  Where else can we hear what God 

has to say?  In the sacred scriptures God speaks to us, sometimes he is  

challenging, sometimes advising, but always encouraging us in our daily lives.  

If we do not listen to God, then how can we form a relationship that has value 

or meaning?  The value of coming to Mass is that it keeps our relationship with 

God active, alive and healthy.  Another value is that is gives us the opportunity 

of passing on this relationship with God to our children.  The truth is that our 

God continually invites us into relationship with him as he values our friendship 

above all else.  God does not need us but he does value us.  How do you and 

I truly we respond to this invitation?  This choice to say ‘yes’ is always ours!   
 

It is only by belonging to the parish faith community that we can truly celebrate 

the Sacraments as significant spiritual statements of faith.   
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. Thank you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 
 

Lord make me our own ways. 
Lord, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 
for you are God my Saviour. R   
 

The Lord is good and upright. 
He shows the path to those who stray, 
he guides the humble in the right path; 
he teaches his way to the poor. R   
 

His ways are faithfulness and love 
for those who keep his covenant and will. 
The Lord’s friendship is for those who revere him; 
to them he reveals his covenant. R    
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
All people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 

MASS TIMES 
Weekday Mass  
Tuesday – Saturday  9:15am 
 

Weekend Mass Times  
6.00pm Saturday Evening 
9.30 am Sunday Morning  
 

Reconciliation  
Contact our office. 
 

Baptisms  
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au. 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au 
 

School Administration  
T: 9853 5859 
W: https://
www.shkew.catholic.edu.au     

2nd Sunday of Advent  
Year C 

Baruch 5:1-9 
Responsorial  

Psalm 125.  
Philippians 1:3-6, 8-11 

Luke 3:1-6 

Sacred Heart Parish: Your Financial Support  
1st Collection—this money is to support Fr John,  

Priests of the Archdiocese & Archbishop.  
BANK DETAILS:  BSB: 083 347    Account #: 663 832 561      

REFERENCE: FULL NAME 
 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for  
the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

BANK DETAILS:  BSB: 083 347  ACCOUNT #: 682 606 383   
REFERENCE: TG-FULL NAME 

 

$2,556.16(weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annual)  
donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet  
our everyday running cost.  

 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR PARISH  

Make time for God and your life will be blessed 


