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Sacred Heart Parish, Kew 
4th Sunday of Advent Year C  19th December 2021 

   Parish Priest   Parish Manager    
   Father John Madden Michele Agustin-Guarino  
   Director of Liturgy  Michael Spillane (Happy Birthday !) 

  
Parish Office, 116 Cotham Road, Kew 

P.O. Box 3221, Cotham L.P.O. Kew 3101 
 Office Closed on Mondays   

Office Hours Tuesday to Friday, 8:45am-3pm 
Telephone 9853 6701   Mobile 0431 635 068 (Emergency) 
Email: sacred.heart.parish.kew@gmail.com     Website: www.shkew.org.au 

Christmas Eve—Children’s Family Mass  5.30pm   

Please be aware that this Mass will focus on younger children and 
will not be advantageous to those who are looking for a developed 
theological reflection on the meaning of Christmas.   

Christmas Eve  Family Mass    8.00pm  

Christmas Day  Family Mass    9.30am  

NB:  No 6.00pm Saturday Evening Mass on Christmas Day  

Has the God of the Bible died a Natural Death? 
In the last 100 years or so at least five new gods have been created by our 
society.  In many ways these have replaced institutional religions and seem 
to be more central to the values and beliefs of our modern post-Christian  
society.  Three of these new gods are the following:  
1. Individualism  
2. The environment  
3. World population   
 

Individualism centres on; ‘Me - Myself – I’.  In other words, I am the most  
important person in the world.  The world revolves around me.  This has  
given rise to a sense of exaggerated entitlement, negative competitiveness, 
and a lack of personal reflection.  Morality is reduced to subjectivism and 
spirituality a self-centred mirroring of the self, idealised as imperatives for our 
society.  Such a world view lacks objective intellectual rigour and places  
humanity as the measure of all.  This again is ultimately self-serving and  
destructive as the tower of Babel tells us in Genesis 11:1–9. 

Parish Vision Statement  
”We the parishioners of Sacred Heart strive to be people of the gospel and prayer.  
We endeavour to be an engaging, welcoming, and supportive community to all" 
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The care of the environment has now become more and more a core value within 
our society.  There is much in scripture which informs us that when humanity sins 
the land suffers.  “The Earth lies polluted under its inhabitants for they have  
transgressed laws and violated the statutes, broke the everlasting covenant.  
Therefore a curse devours the earth” (Isaiah 24:5-6a).  Scripture informs us that  
the sins of humanity are visited upon the environment.  Our relationship with the 
earth has radically changed.  We are moving from a mindset of subduing and  
exploitation to one of respect and care.  For our younger people and many others, 
the care of the environment has become a core value.  They are demanding that 
our political and industrial leaders act in a more ethical way in caring for planet 
earth.  This is in line with scripture values i.e., ‘all life is sacred and the earth itself is 
permeated with the wisdom and presence of God’.   
Global warming has caused much division within society at large.  The industrial 
revolution and the exploitation of the environment has obviously added to the  
situation.  How we respond will have a lasting effect on both the environment and 
consequently humanity itself.  On a positive note we now have the opportunity and 
potential to purify our atmosphere and limit/heal our effects on planet earth.  At the 
same time many see the importance of belonging to an institutional religion as 
somewhat redundant.  Maybe it is time, that as an institution the Church listens with 
new intensity to what many are saying.  It seems as if Gaia, the goddess of nature, 
has replaced the judeo/Christian God.  Gaia’s voice is once more being heard. 
Many are voting with their feet and following the God within creation (Gaia) not the 
God of  creation    .Eloheim (  ) םי��ֹל��
 

World population is expected to reach 8 billion people in 2023 according to the  
estimates of Population Division of United Nations Department of Economics and 
Social Affairs.  World population will continue to grow in the 21st century but at a 
much slower rate compared to the recent past.  The consequences is that we will 
have to find ways of using our resources wisely and limiting the amount of waste 
produced.  According to Food Waste Facts here in Australia, 7.3 million tonnes of 
food is lost or wasted every year.  On average, we Australians throw one in five 
shopping bags of food in the bin – that’s about $3,800 worth of groceries per  
household each year.  I wonder how much food will end up in our rubbish bins this 
Christmas.  It is said that we can feed the population of the world.   
 

It is also true that in the 1st world the populations are diminishing as people are  
having less children in response to our modern lifestyles.  I remember reading 
somewhere recently that without immigration Italy will reduce its population by 50% 
in just one hundred years.  Similarly Australia is dependent on immigration as  
people have less and less children.  Once more we see the focus moving from  
institutional religious practice to environmental and global population concerns.  
This move towards a global consciousness is both positive and necessary for the 
future of humanity and planet earth but at the same time seems to lack a spiritual 
component for most.   
Issues like individualism and concerns for the environment i.e., global warming,  
pollution, the degradation of our forests, and seas, the loss of species, world  
population, education and basic human needs are more and more becoming the 
new religion for many.   
How these new gods will shape the future has yet to be determined.    
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THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT  
Lighting the candle  of hope is a simple yet profound act.  It is a 
testimony to the power of light over darkness.  As we light the 
candle, we begin our journey to Christmas, a day of joy and  
celebration.  The first candle on the Advent wreath is called the 
Prophecy candle, it opens the period that anticipates Christmas 
and remembers those who first spoke the promise of the coming 
Christ child.   
So a theme for the first week of advent might be; the world is full 
of good people.  If you can’t find one, then be one! 
 

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
The candle of peace.  Waiting is hard in a fast-paced society. We 
want the traffic-lights to change quickly, the grocery line to 
move fast, and Christmas morning to arrive soon. We forget that 
before good things happen, preparations must be made.  Last 
week we lit the Prophecy candle of hope and remembered those 
who first spoke the promise of the coming Christ child. The  
second candle on the Advent Wreath is called the Bethlehem 
candle of peace.  It is a symbol of the preparations being made 
to receive the Christ child. 
So a theme for the second week of Advent might be, 
Stop being too busy and make time for peace in your life. 
 

THE THIRD WEEK IN ADVENT  

The next and third candle to be lit is the pink candle, which 

represents Joy.  This candle reminds us that we have reached the 

middle point of Advent. The third Sunday of Advent is also 

called Gaudete Sunday, which symbolizes the nearness of the 

birth of Christ.  It is a time of joyful expectation and that is why 

it is also called the shepherd’s candle.   

This week we are called to bring joy to all we meet.  It is a time  

to celebrate our belief in God and to live joyful lives.   
 

THE FOURTH WEEK IN ADVENT  

The 4th Sunday of Advent symbolises love .  It is also known as 

the “Angel’s Candle” reminding us of the message of the angels: 

“peace on earth, good will (love) toward all people.” 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. God of hosts, bring us back;   
let your face sign on us  
and we shall be saved.   
 

O shepherd of Israel hear us, 
shine forth from your cherubim throne. 
O Lord, rouse up your might , 
O Lord, come to our help.    
 

God of hosts, turn again, we implore, 
look down from heaven and see. 
Visit this vine and protect it, 
the vine your right hand has planted.   
 

May your hand be on the person you have chosen, 
The person you have given your strength. 
And we shall never forsake you again: 
Give us life so we may call upon your name.     
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia alleluia! 
I am the handmade of the Lor”: 
Let what you have said be done to me. 
Alleluia.   

MASS TIMES 
Weekday Mass  
Tuesday – Saturday  9:15am 
 

Weekend Mass Times  
6.00pm Saturday Evening 
9.30 am Sunday Morning  
 

Reconciliation  
Contact our office. 
 

Baptisms  
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au. 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au     

Sacred Heart Parish: Your Financial Support  
1st Collection—this money is to support Fr John,  

Priests of the Archdiocese & Archbishop.  
BANK DETAILS:  BSB: 083 347    Account #: 663 832 561      

REFERENCE: FULL NAME 
 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for  
the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

BANK DETAILS:  BSB: 083 347  ACCOUNT #: 682 606 383   
REFERENCE: TG-FULL NAME 

 

$1,958.50 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annual)  
donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet  
our everyday running cost.  

 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR PARISH  

“I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I repeat, 

what I want is your happiness.”    (Philippians 4:4) 


