
We are surrounded by miracles and mystery 
Nature can generate in us a sense of wonder, reverence and awe.   
Creation is mystery entwined in the everyday and ordinary.  It calls to us 
for in its very core is the Word of God manifest for all to reverence and 
protect.   
Nature cannot sin as she manifests the divine, creating an abundance of 
miracles every day, a flower, a leaf, a tree, not to mention the myriad of 
living creatures on the face of the earth and in the seas.  To meditate on 
the gift of creation is a spiritual experience.  This is because such an  
encounter takes us beyond the limits of the rational logic of empiricism 
and scientific certainty.  It brings us into the realm of the mystical and 
transcendent.  Nature and creation is the first revelation of God and  
invites us into our own mystery.  To reflect on creation truly and deeply is 
to become one with the mystery of self.       
            Fr. John 
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Sacred Heart Parish Vision Statement  

”We the parishioners of Sacred Heart strive to be people of the  

gospel and prayer. We endeavour to be an engaging, welcoming, 

and supportive community to all.”  



 

“In Louisville, at the corner of Fourth and Walnut, in the centre of the shopping 

district, I was suddenly overwhelmed with the realization that I loved all these 

people, that they were mine I theirs, ......  The sense of liberation from an  

illusory difference was such a relief and such a joy to me that I almost laughed 

out loud…..... And if only everybody could realize this! But it cannot be  

explained.   

Then it was as if I suddenly saw the secret beauty of their hearts, the depths of 

their hearts where neither sin nor desire nor self-knowledge can reach, the 

core of their reality, the person that each one is in God’s eyes. If only they 

could all see themselves as they really are. If only we could see each other 

that way all the time. There would be no more war, nor more hatred, nor more  

cruelty, no more greed…”      Thomas Merton 
 

His observation I am convinced would be ours if we only had the eyes to see. 

Riddles for young and old  

1. What can you hear, but not see or touch, even though you control it? 
 
2. I leave every time you say my name. What am I? 
  
3. What do you get when you cross a snowman and a vampire? 
 
4. What two things can you never eat for breakfast? 

1.  Your voice  2.  Silence 3.  Frost bite  4. Lunch and dinner  

“I realized it for the first time in my life: there is nothing but mystery in 
the world, how it hides behind the fabric of our poor, browbeat days, 
shining brightly, and we don’t even know it.”         
          Sue Monk Kidd 



1. A heart.  2. David.  3. The word wholesome.  4.An iceberg.  5. Fire.   6.  A Towel.  

 The Gift of Reconciliation—The Sacrament of Reconciliation  
One of the great mysteries in life is the fact that so many people 
continue to carry heavy burdens. Burdens of guilt, hurt, and 
shame.  It is as if we are afraid to look at ourselves honestly and 
therefore stray into the wilderness unable or unwilling to find  
inner peace.  We remain burdened. 
 
For myself, I call the Sacrament of Reconciliation the ‘Cinderella 
Sacrament’ because it is so often ignored.  It is identified as a 
child’s Sacrament on the way to receiving their First Eucharist.  
Parents bring their children but do not see the importance of the 
Sacrament for themselves. 
 
In my experience as a Priest, the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
can grant inner peace, healing, and self-acceptance.  Imagine a 
place where you can come to unburden yourself, in total  
confidentiality and free of charge, whenever you wish.  Imagine a 
place where you will find understanding and a non-judgemental 
listening ear.  Imagine a place where God offers healing and new 
life to you.  Yet the Gift of this Sacrament of Reconciliation is  
ignored while people carry heavy burdens unnecessarily. As for 
myself, I find this Sacrament the most taxing as it involves all my 
skills and yet it is often the most rewarding as I see burdens lifted 
from people time and time again. 
 
How can we expect people to attend Reconciliation if they do not 
understand the theological underpinnings of this Sacrament of 
Healing?  I for one would not regularly attend something I did not 
understand. To this end we have developed our own Parish  
Sacramental Program – the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Adults 
who wish to explore a biblical understanding of sin can view two 
session on this topic.  I eagerly recommend these sessions to 
you.  Please go to the sacramental section on our website and 
there you will find adult education section for the sacraments  
including the sacrament of reconciliation.  There you will locate 
the two recorded sessions on a biblical understanding of sin.    
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation for Children  
Registration Due date: Sunday 27 February 2022 
Parents who want their child/ren to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation this year will need to register by the above date.  
You will find all the necessary information and registration details. 
parish website for further details.  https://shkew.org.au     



    MASS TIMES 
Weekday Mass  
Tuesday—Saturday 9.15am  
 

Weekend Mass Times  
6.00pm Saturday Evening 
9.30 am Sunday Morning  
 

Reconciliation  
Saturday after the 9.15 Mass  
or by appointment  
 

Baptisms  
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au. 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au     

Sacred Heart Parish: Your Financial Support  
1st Collection—this money is to support Fr John,  

Priests of the Archdiocese & Archbishop.  
BANK DETAILS:  BSB: 083 347    Account #: 663 832 561      

REFERENCE: FULL NAME 
 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for  
the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

BANK DETAILS:  BSB: 083 347  ACCOUNT #: 682 606 383   
REFERENCE: TG-FULL NAME 

 

$1,909.90 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly)  
donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet  
our everyday running cost.  

 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR PARISH  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

R: Blessed are they who hope in the Lord. 
 

Blessed indeed in the person  
who follows not the way of the wicked:   
nor lingers in the way of sinners 
not sits in the company of scorners, 
but who delights in the law of the Lord 
and who ponders his law day and night.    
 

That person is like a tree that is planted  
beside the flowing waters, 
that yields its fruit in due season 
and whose leaves will never fade; 
and all which that person does shall prosper. 
 

Not so are the wicked, not so! 
For they like winnowed chaff 
shall be driven away like the wind. 
For the Lord guards the way of the just 
but the way of the wicked leads to doom.   

"Happiness is not a matter of intensity but of balance, order, rhythm and harmony." 

"When ambition ends, happiness begins.”   

“We do not exist for ourselves.”        Thomas Merton   

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia alleluia! 
Rejoice and be glad; 
Your reward will be great in 
heaven.   Alleluia! 

Thought for the week  

The greatest sin is not to live life to its fullest.   


