
Sacred Heart Parish, Kew 

5th Week of Lent year C  3rd April  2022 

   Parish Priest   Parish Manager    

   Father John Madden Michele Agustin-Guarino  

   Director of Liturgy  Michael Spillane 
  

Parish Office, 116 Cotham Road, Kew 

P.O. Box 3221, Cotham L.P.O. Kew 3101 

 Office Closed on Mondays   

Office Hours Tuesday to Friday, 9:00am-3.30pm 

Telephone 9853 6701   Mobile 0431 635 068 (Emergency) 

LENT:  A Time to Recommit our Lives to God  

To confess one’s sins 
“I confess to almighty God and to you my brothers and sisters that I 
have sinned through my own fault in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do.  I ask the blessed 
Mary ever virgin, all the angels and saint and you my brothers and 
sisters to pray for me to the Lord my God.”   
 

Sacred Heart Parish Vision Statement  

”We the parishioners of Sacred Heart strive to be people of the  

gospel and prayer. We endeavour to be an engaging, welcoming, 

and supportive community to all.”  

 The scriptures, informs, directs, challenges, and offers hope 

and guidance for our lives.  When we come to Mass, we are 

guaranteed to hear the authentic voice of God.  The Church 

says in its teachings that missing weekend Mass is actually a 

‘grave sin’.  The Catechism teaches, "Those who deliberately 

fail in this obligation commit grave sin" (#2181).  It is a grave sin 

because it is considered a ‘spiritual sin’ and not a moral sin.  



Sin forgiveness and reconciliation  

In the scriptures sin is not an action external from the person.  In this sense there is 

no such thing as sin rather there are only sinners.  This is because sin is primarily a 

damaging action influencing the relationship between the self and God.  While sin 

does involve human relationships is also has a spiritual dimension which we often 

ignore.  Our sin influences our relationship with God.  Consequently sin has both  

human and spiritual dimensions.   
 

Sin is rebellion; it is pride; sin is when we refuse or ignore how God wants us to live.  

Sin is the belief that we know better than God.  This distorts the harmony of  

relationships resulting in fear, guilt and shame.  Since God is the creator and we are 

merely created beings only God can restore this right relationship.  To sin is to insult 

the omnipotent eternal being before which we are merely dust.  Consequently we 

can not make up for sin given the existential essential difference in being between us 

and God.  We are mere creatures of dust, and God is the transcendent other, the 

eternal I Am.  Therefore only God can heal this rift and as such all forgiveness  

belongs to him.  God is the only one who can truly forgive our sins.   

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is based on this reality as the priest stands in  

Persona Christi.  Yes, as equals, human beings can forgive each other, but God is not 

our equal and as such to heal our souls we need to return to source.   

God is the only one who can forgive all our ills (Ps: 103:3).   

“Your kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”.  

Your kingdom come, in other words, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

An explanation is given just in case we get it wrong.   
 

Your kingdom come, your will be done 

All parents want the best for their children.  Often parents give more attention to the 

child who may be struggling.  Parent’s love each of their children but not in the same 

way.  This depends on the child’s personality, abilities and coping mechanisms under 

pressure.  Some children need more support than others.   

It is from this background that we can view the ’kingdom of God’.  In this kingdom 

each person is given exactly what is required in order to experience love and  

acceptance.  Each person is given every opportunity to develop their skills and to be 

the person they were meant to be.  Disappointment and/or failure is met with  

compassion and tolerance.  No one is left behind and no one is considered too  

challenging to assist.  A constant review of resources and opportunities give insights 

into best options available for best outcomes.  No one is considered better than  

anyone else and individual success is celebrated by all.   
(Continued on the next page)  



The Our Father   (continued from previous page)  
 

On Earth as in Heaven  

IN this vision on heaven on earth people are valued primarily because they are  

children of God.  Success is valued primarily because it is a celebration of life itself 

both for the individual and the society at large.  Sin is understood as a lack of 

knowledge that one is loved by God.  This is overcome by the way society treats the 

individual as a child of God who needs guidance and acceptance.  This is both  

transformative for the society and for the individual.  Likewise our behaviour and 

actions have an eschatological dimension.  From a biblical context heaven and earth 

are not totally separate dimensions as both are part of God’s domain.  As Catholic 

we know this as the communion of saints.  What happens on earth has  

consequences beyond our knowing.  How we live on earth influences life beyond this 

earthly reality.   
 

Heaven on Earth 

So often we just say the Our Father without reflecting on what it demands of us.   

In this section of the Our Father we ask that God’s kingdom be fully realized on 

earth.  For this to happen we must co-operate with God’s vision for our lives and out 

planet.   

Imagine a society where there is no class distinction.   

Imagine a society where money/payment does not exist.   

Imagine a society where there is no poverty.   

Imagine a society where all are given proper housing, education and medical care.   

This is a society where the prime directive is in giving and not receiving.  Citizens are 

allowed to seek their hearts desire without prejudice.  Individuals are constantly  

impowered to live life to its fullest and all work in harmony for the greater good.  

This is heaven i.e., God’s vision for humanity.   
 

To pray “your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven” is to acknowledge that our 

actions must bring about change for our world.  We are individuals in community as 

God is ‘Our’ Father.  If we recognise that God is ‘Our Father’ then such a mindset 

would be second nature for us Christians.  It is a commitment to God that our lives 

matter not just for ourselves but for the benefit of the society in which we live.   

Remember God could have created a different ‘you’ with different abilities and  

talents.  But God did not want a different ‘you’.  God chose you and God does not 

make mistakes.  So God is relying on you and I to bring about his kingdom on earth.  

The decision to co-operate with God is always ours.   

Do humanity  really want God’s kingdom on earth?  It seems the answer is NO! 

1.  The second of January  2.  An apple  3.  A toilet  4.  Periodic and multiplication tables  



    MASS TIMES 
Weekday Mass  
Tuesday—Saturday 9.15am  
 

Weekend Mass Times  
6.00pm Saturday Evening 
9.30 am Sunday Morning  
 

Reconciliation  
Saturday after the 9.15 Mass  
or by appointment  
 

Baptisms  
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au. 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au     

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

R. The Lord has done great things for us; 
we are filled with joy.  
 

When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, 
 it seemed like a dream. 
Then were our mouths filled with laughter, 
 on our lips there were songs .   R 
 

The heathens themselves said, “What marvels 
the Lord worked for them!”.   
What marvels the Lord worked for us! 
Indeed we were glad!   R 
 

Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage 
as streams in dry land.  
Those who are sowing in tears 
will sing when the reap.    R 
 

They go out, they go out, full of tears, 
Carrying seed for the sowing: 
they come back, hey come back, full of sing, 
carrying their sheaves.  R 

1st Collection— 

This money is to support Fr John,  

Priests of the Archdiocese & Archbishop.  

Bank account:  BSB: 083 347     

Account #: 663 832 561      

Reference: Full name  

2nd Collection— 

This money is used to pay for the running 

of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

Bank details:  BSB: 083 347   

Account #: 682 606 383   

Reference: Full name  

Sacred Heart Parish: Your Financial Support  

Donations from last week. $3,180.75 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annual)  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.  

Thank you for supporting our parish and our priests.  

Gospel Acclamation.   

Praise o you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!   

With all your heart turn to me, 

for I am tender and compassionate, 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!  

All Welcome!
Working  Bee 
for Easter  
April 9th.  

  12noon—2pm  

We need your help! 

Riddles for young and old  

1.  How many seconds are there in January?  

2.  What can be green and red at the same time 

3.  People need me often but rarely stay long.  I can be clean or dirty.  What am I?   

4.  What type of table has no legs? 
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