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Sacred Heart Parish Vision Statement  

”We the parishioners of Sacred Heart strive to be people of 

the gospel and prayer. We endeavour to be an engaging,   

welcoming, and supportive community to all.”  

How did you spend time with God this week? 
Reflecting on and experiencing the beauty of nature –  
personal prayer – reading scripture— the gift of laughter— 
the innocence of children.  God is all around us if only we have the eyes to see.   

Parish Leadership Team Presentation  

On the weekend of May 28th and 29th the Parish Leadership Team will  

present an update regarding the future of our parish.  It is important that we 

all have a say as we plan together for a best possible outcome.  The  

archbishop’s vision is that the 56 parishes which make up the Eastern region 

will become 14 centres of mission.  Consequently this will involve a  

transformation and amalgamation of parishes across the region.  All parishes 

will be involved in this ‘way of the gospel’ as we move forward together.    

Peace be with you! 



The power of sin  

One of my favourite definitions of sin is that of ‘deprivation’.  This is a 
philosophical understanding of sin and older and more profound than 
a moral construct.  This deprivation acts as a barrier causing a  
feeling of separation within the self.  Sin deprives us of the ability to 
feel comfortable within. It deprives us of our security of spirit  
replacing it with a sense of unease.  This ‘deprivation’ is expressed in 
words such as guilt or shame.   

 

“Your iniquities have been a barrier 
between you and your God. 
And your sins have hidden his face from you.”   
For our transgressions are before you.” 
 

“Our sins testify against us. 
Our transgressions indeed are with us, 
and we know our iniquities.”   (Isa: 59:2, 12)  

Leadership and Power  
One of the aspects of priesthood I continually struggle with is the manifestation of 
power.  Power has many aspects to it but most importantly it can corrupt if not  
tempered with wisdom.  Prayer for myself is essential in combating the negative  
aspects of power.  I can only imagine that in the corporate world power is equated 
with success.  Gifts and talents are used to effect and ego plays a significant part in 
competing for recognition with one’s peers.   
The position of parish priest comes with certain duties and responsibilities.  How 
these are manifest is determined by the priest’s understanding of ‘Church’ and  
power.  I am told that some priests run their parish as a corporate entity in line with 
their vision of Church.  Other priests may see themselves in a position of privilege.  
Others may use a more autocratic model informing parishioners of decisions already 
made.  Still others may see themselves as defending orthodoxy against the ravages 
of Vatican II.  Then we have the Fr. Bob McGuire’s of our Church who challenge the 
status quo.  Finally we have priests who aspire to climb the corporate ladder of the 
Church.  So in many ways the priests represent the rest of society with different 
mindsets and objectives.   
Speaking for myself I have always treated power with a certain respectful distance 
because I see what it can do when unchecked.  I am always conscious that I work 
with volunteers who give freely of their time.  Sometimes this can be problematic 
especially when a parishioner is passion about their point of view.  This can be  
difficult given the priest has a broader vision while a parishioner may be focusing on 
their subject of interest alone.  In these situations good-will should prevail as we are 
all working for the same goal.  Personally speaking I tend to focus on the scriptures  



Riddles for young and old 
 

1. I run using my three hands and never stop. What am I? 
2. Out of the Four Cardinal directions which direction is preferred for baking ? 
3. I am today. I am tomorrow. I am yesterday. I am next month, I am last 

month. What am I?  
4. How do you make "SIX" to an odd number? 
 

to maintain and inform my priesthood in decision making.  It informs me and  
hopefully directs my ministry as one of service.  At the same time I can also say the 
parishioners have shaped my priesthood as much as the scriptures.  Parishioners 
have taught me to be more compassionate, more tolerant and accepting as they 
share their life stories with me.  I sometimes wonder at some of the life-decisions 
they have made but that is the point after all.  Their decisions help me to have a 
broader understanding of people and the choices they make.  In my experience the 
vast majority of people are both generous and forgiving given half a chance.   
 
So as we move towards ‘the way of the gospel’ it is imperative that we think about 
what type of priest we want for the future.  It will be essential to get a clear  
understanding of the priest’s vision so everyone is on the same page.  The  
alternative is not an option.   
Change is upon us whether we like it or not.  How will we shape the future of our 
parish?  What is our vision for Sacred Heart?  What type of people do we want to 
represent us in lay leadership roles?  It is time for us to get more involved in all  
aspects of our parish life.  The ‘way of the gospel’ will reshape this parish in ways we 
might not like but that is the point.  If we do not get involved then the future will be 
determined for us.   

Saturday 25th June 7.pm  
Sit down dinner; places limited,   
to celebrate our belated 130/2 parish anniversary.   
Sit down catered dinner in the hall  
Cost $50 per head.  BYO Drinks  
Dress code semi-formal.     

1.  A clock.   2. Y-East   3. Time    4. IX is nine in roman numerals.   

As you know Pentecost is almost upon us.  So it is time to recommit to parish 

life.  As always, we require people for our parish ministries as this is essential 

to the life of any parish.  Please do not leave it up to the usual group of  

dedicated people.  We need YOUR help if this parish is to thrive.  Please share 

your talents with us and sign on for a ministry.  It is a great way of making new 

friends and becoming more involved in parish life.  It will also help your spiritual 

superannuation.   



    MASS TIMES 
Weekday Mass  
Tuesday - Saturday 9.15am  
 

Weekend Mass Times  
6.00pm Saturday Evening 
9.30 am Sunday Morning  
 

Reconciliation  
Saturday 9.15 am  
or by appointment  
 

Baptisms  
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au     

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

R. Alleluia  
 
O God, be gracious and bless us 
and let your face shed its light upon us. 
So will your ways be known upon earth 
and all nations your saving help.   
 
Let the nations be glad and exalt 
for you rule the world with justice. 
With fairness you rule the peoples 
you guide the nations on earth.  
 
Let the peoples praise you, O Lord; 
let all the peoples praise you. 
May the Lord still give us his blessing 
till the ends of the earth revere him.      
        Alleluia  

1st Collection— 

This money is to support Fr John,  

Priests of the Archdiocese & Archbishop.  

Bank account:  BSB: 083 347     

Account #: 663 832 561      

Reference: Full name  

2nd Collection— 

This money is used to pay for the running 

of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

Bank details:  BSB: 083 347   

Account #: 682 606 383   

Reference: Full name  

Sacred Heart Parish: Your Financial Support  

Donations from last week $2,765.45. (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annual)    

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.  

Thank you for supporting our parish and our priests.  

Gospel Acclamation.   
Alleluia Alleluia! 

“If anyone loves me, he will keep my 

word, and my father will love his, and we 

shall come to him.”  Alleluia!   

1.  A pillow  2.  The letter M   3. A coat of paint   4. Incorrectly  

Thought for the week! 
“There is no peace for the wicked” 
says the Lord.  (Isa:48:22) 

How did you spend time with God this week? 
Reflecting on and experiencing the beauty of nature –  
personal prayer – reading scripture— the gift of laughter— 
the innocence of children.  God is all around us if only we have the eyes to see.   

mailto:https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation
mailto:https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation

