
Sacred Heart Parish, Kew 
20th Week in Ordinary Time Year C         14 August  2022 

   Parish Priest   Parish Manager   
   Father John Madden Michele Agustin-Guarino  

   Director of Liturgy  Michael Spillane 
 

Parish Office, 116 Cotham Road, Kew 

P.O. Box 3221, Cotham L.P.O. Kew 3101 

 Office Closed on Mondays   

Office Hours Tuesday to Friday, 9:00am-3.30pm 

Telephone 9853 6701   Mobile 0431 635 068 (Emergency) 

Email: sacred.heart.parish.kew@gmail.com     Website: www.shkew.org.au 

Sacred Heart Parish Vision Statement  

”We the parishioners of Sacred Heart strive to be people of the  
gospel and prayer. We endeavour to be an engaging,  welcoming, and 
supportive community to all.”  

Subcommittee for Beautification of the front of the Church  
 

As you know the front grounds of the church is effectively a car park.   

Unfortunately this is becoming a health and safety issue with potholes as 

the bitumen is washing away.  Our hope is to make a gathering space for 

people so our parish is more welcoming to all.  This will involve making a 

bricked area where we can place seating and shade.  If you are interested 

in helping us decide the best option then please be part of this  

subcommittee.  Please contact the parish office by Friday 26th August.    

Parents: Please Place in your Diary  
 

1
st

 Eucharist application closes  

Sunday 14th August  

Spring Soirée  

Please join us for our Spring Soirée on Saturday September 3rd @ 

7.pm.  Seats are limited so please book on 9853-6701.   



The following story quoted is taken from the book, Sundays and Holiday Homilies 

Cycle C. Good News for the Poor.                                by Fr. Flor McCarthy SDB  

 
There was a village in India where the people were lucky to have a good clean well 

with which to draw water.  The problem was the well was a long distance from the 

village.  The women had to travel in the heat and return with full pots of water on 

their heads to their huts.   

The well was only for the wealthy casts and it was called a gift from God or ‘God’s 

Well’.  The water was clear and cold, uncontaminated and pure.  Yet the cast  

system did not allow the outcasts, the untouchables and those of the lowest casts 

to draw water.  They were considered unworthy to use ‘God’s Well’.  They had to 

make do with water collected from drains and mud holes which caused all types of 

sicknesses especially for their children.   

This was the way it had always been and everyone accepted their place and so it 

was a peaceful village.  Everyone knew their place:  the high cast, lower casts and 

those of no cast – the untouchables.   

One day a bright young idealist engineer arrived at the village.  He was a kind  

gentle soul and a peace-loving man.  After some time he noticed the long track the 

women were forced to use daily in order to collect water.  He also noticed the  

untouchables and those of a lower casts drinking out of muddy holes and collecting 

water from drains.  He was moved with compassion and so drew up plans to sink a 

well right in the village itself.  Thus the women would be spared the long journey of 

going to the well.  Clean pure water would be available in the heart of the village.  

Everyone looked at the plans as the answer to their prayers and eagerly viewed the 

blueprint he produced.  Everyone was excited saying this was the best thing that 

had happened to their village in years.  They would be the envy of other villages 

and this would also bring new progress and prosperity into their village. 

Yet the night before the drilling was to commence the young engineer made a 

passing remark that all would benefit.  The water would be available to everyone, 

even the untouchables.  This produced a negative response.  He had unwittingly 

stirred up a hornets nest.  No way would the upper wealthy cast allow the  

untouchables to use their water.  The villagers argued for hours and after some 

persuasion some did agree.  But in the end, those who were against sharing their 

water prevailed.  In response they turned on the young man blaming him for  



We need your assistance in the following areas 
 

Music License  
Our music license costs $1,000 per year.  All donations to aid the purchase of this 

licence would be greatly received.   

 

Organ  
The church organ needs servicing and there is a hole in the wind-chest which 

needs immediate attention.  If you would like to donate to this project, it would be 

most appreciated.   

causing disharmony in their village.  After all everything was normal and  

everyone knew their place until he arrived.  This was a quite, peaceful village  

until he came with his ideas and so he was blamed for the cause of all this  

confusion and disharmony.  He was told he was no longer welcome and was 

forced to leave.  Those in authority called him a ‘trouble-maker’ and a ‘disrupter’ 

of the peace.  The well was never constructed!   

 

One lesson from the story is that the bringer of justice can cause scandal and  

division.  People prefer the status-quo even if change will bring long-term  

benefits for all.  To tell the truth costs as often we shoot the messenger rather 

than listen to what is on offer.  This is also the story of Jesus he was rejected for 

asking people to recommit to a spiritual way of life and to treat all with respect 

and dignity.  To be a true Christian is also to be a threat, a source of division, a 

light that shines in the darkness.  Jesus’s message caused resentment, division 

and hostility.  His sense of justice, even now, challenges all who exploit the poor 

and vulnerable.  To be Christlike does not exactly bring peace but rather  

disruption which can shock and infuriate.  We betray the true gospel if we settle 

for and reduce its message to pleasant platitudes.  Such an insipid gospel will 

not be a liven in our society or our world.  We need to expose the false gospel of   

selfish security and comfort rather than one which challenges you and I to be 

speak out despite the cost    

Lord in your compassion turn to us and forgive our failings.   

Inspire us to be people of passion for your Word.  May we always 

speak out in support of our faith whatever the circumstances.  Gift 

us with perseverance and renewed hope in these troubled times.  

Bless our endeavours and may we know your abiding presence in 

all aspects of our lives.  Bless each day as your gift to us.   



1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John  

and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of  

and the upkeep of our Parish. 

The donations for last week was $2,276.50. 

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

    MASS TIMES 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday - Saturday 9.15am  
 

Weekend Mass Times  

6.00pm Saturday Evening 

9.30 am Sunday Morning  
 

Reconciliation  

Saturday 9.15 am  

or by appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our website  

https://shkew.org.au 
 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website      

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
 

R. Lord, come to my aid! 
 

I waited, I waited for the Lord 

and he stooped down to me; 

he heard my cry.  
 

He drew me from the deadly pit, 

from the miry clay. 

He set my feet upon a rock 

and made my footsteps firm.  .    
 

He put a new song in my mouth, 

praise of our God. 

Many shall see and fear 

and shall trust in the Lord. 
 

As for me, wretched and poor, 

the Lord think of me. 

You are my rescuer, my help, 

O God, do not delay.       R  

Gospel Acclamation.   
Alleluia Alleluia!  My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; I know them and they follow 

me..  Alleluia 

1st Collection— 

This money is to support Fr John,  

Priests of the Archdiocese & Archbishop.  

Bank account:  BSB: 083 347     

Account #: 663 832 561      

Reference: Full name  

2nd Collection— 

This money is used to pay for the running 

of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

Bank details:  BSB: 083 347   

Account #: 682 606 383   

Reference: Full name  

Sacred Heart Parish: Your Financial Support  

Vacuum cleaner  
Angela needs a new industrial vacuum cleaner.  If someone were to 
purchase this it would help Angela in all that she does for us.   

There are two types main of silence: 

The silence of regret and the silence which restores the spirit.  Which is your silence? 

mailto:https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation

