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Sacred Heart Parish Vision Statement  

”We the parishioners of Sacred Heart strive to be people of the  
gospel and prayer. We endeavour to be an engaging,  welcoming, and 
supportive community to all.”  

The Advent Wreath Tradition 

An Advent wreath is used during the season of Advent to help us focus on preparation that directs our 

hearts and minds for the coming of our Lord at Christmas.  Our Advent readings call us to be alert and be 

ready, not weighted down and distracted by the cares of this world.  Like Lent, the liturgical colour for  

Advent is purple since both are seasons that prepare us for great feast days.  Advent also includes an  

element of penance in the sense of preparing, quieting, and disciplining our hearts for the full joy of  

Christmas.   

The wreath stands for the everlasting and unchanging love of God.  Just as evergreen branches stay 

green throughout the year, so God’s love is steady and constant.  The circular shape is because God is 

eternal and has no beginning or end. 

The Candles  

The wreath has four candles, three purple and one pink.  These represent the four weeks of Advent.  Each 

week you light an additional candle.  The purple candles stand for royalty, for Christ our King.  The pink 

candle stands for joy,  the 

word ‘Gaudete’ means  

rejoice. 

Week 1 is for “Hope”, one  

purple candle is lit. 

Week 2 is for “Peace”, two 

purple candles are lit.  

Week 3 is for “Joy”, two  

purple candles are lit and 

the pink candle. 

Week 4 is for “Love”, all four 

candles are lit. 

Sometimes a fifth, white candle is placed in the centre of the wreath.  This is called the Christ candle and it 

is lit on Christmas, along with the other candles. 



1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John  
and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of  
and the upkeep of our Parish. 

The donations for last week was $1,568.01 
We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

MASS TIMES 
Weekday Mass  
Tuesday to Saturday 9.15am  
 
Weekend Mass Times  
6.00pm Saturday Evening 
9.30 am Sunday Morning  
 
Reconcilia on  
Saturday 9.15 am  
or by appointment  
 
Bap sms  
Please refer to our website  
https://shkew.org.au 
 
Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website      

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
 

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord  
 

I rejoiced when I heard them say: 
‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
And now our feet are standing  
within your gates, O Jerusalem.    
 

It is there that the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord. 
 

For the peace of Jerusalem pray: 
‘Peace be to your homes! 
May peace reign in our walls, 
in your palaces, peace!’.   
 
For love of my brethren and friends 
I say: ‘Peace upon you!’ 
For love of the house of the Lord 
I will ask for you good. R 
 
Gospel Acclamation.   
Alleluia Alleluia!  Lord, show us your mercy and love, and 
grant us your salvation.  Alleluia! 

Sacred Heart Parish: Your Financial Support  
1st Collection— 
This money is to support Fr John,  
Priests of the Archdiocese & Archbishop.  
Bank account:  BSB: 083 347     
Account #: 663 832 561      
Reference: Full name  

2nd Collection— 
This money is used to pay for the  
running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 
Bank details:  BSB: 083 347   
Account #: 682 606 383   
Reference: Full name  

Music at our Mass 
are used with   
permission  
from One Licence  
A-739406 
 

Prayer 
 

Prayer is not about asking or receiving it is so much more. One of the reasons some of us do not pray 
is because we have not been introduced to its riches. Prayer is about honouring the self, stepping into 
the mystery of the self, and embracing the self with enthusiasm and joy. Prayer is a journey of self-
discovery into life itself—a life which is transformative and exciting. Prayer energises life and affirms 
hopes while inviting us to explore our true nature. Prayer illuminates life and transforms our way of 
communicating with ourselves. Prayer opens us up to a world beyond our imaginings. Prayer is the 
doorway and journey of experiencing the mundane as the sacred and to be touched by the majesty of 
God. Religions gradually become redundant for in the mystery of the self we also encounter the  
mystery of the divine. The end result is that this sacred truth takes us to a place beyond expectations 
to one of enlightenment. Take the road less travelled—be a person of authentic prayer.  


