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Sacred Heart Parish, Kew 
Christmas   23/24th December 2022 

   Parish Priest   Parish Manager   
   Father John Madden Michele Agustin-Guarino  

   Director of Liturgy  Michael Spillane 
 

Parish Office, 116 Cotham Road, Kew 

P.O. Box 3221, Cotham L.P.O. Kew 3101 

 Office Closed on Mondays  Office Hours Tuesday to Friday, 9:00am-3.30pm 

Telephone 9853 6701   Mobile 0431 635 068 (Emergency) 

Email: sacred.heart.parish.kew@gmail.com     Website: www.shkew.org.au 

January Weekday  Mass Times  

Wednesday to Saturday 9.15am. 

There is no Mass on Mondays or Tuesdays during January 
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Why believe in God?   Belief is a verb not a noun 

I was speaking to someone recently about God.  I was surprised when he said, 

“I like God but only as long as he keeps his distance.”  Upon reflection many of 

us treat God in the same way although we don’t actually say it; it is just the  

reality of our lives.  Many Catholics keep God at a comfortable distance where 

religion or faith has no real significant in their daily lives.  He said cheekily  

smiling “both of us are happy with this arrangement.”  He went on to say has 

everything he needs inferring he had no need for God.  I must admit I enjoyed 

our conversation.  I found his honesty refreshing if not personally challenging.   
 

This conversation forced me once more to evaluate my own relationship with 

God.  Any meaningful relationship, human or spiritual, demands constant work.  

A meaningful spiritual life is not easy and it requires an honesty that can be 

confronting to say the least.  I remember one of my spiritual director’s  

once remarking after a challenging conversation that I needed to accept the 

fact that “God is not nice”.  Retrospectively I totally agree with her, “God is not 

nice”  (an insipid description of God) Rather, God is supportive but also  

demanding and exacting at times!  God is not nice—but to be honest I would 

not want him to be ‘nice’.  God know who I am and what I need.   
 

My own personal experience of God is challenging to say the least.  My God 

takes no prisoners and calls me out when necessary.  God has at times forced 

me to look into the darkness that lurks in mine and in all our hearts and to  

confront myself with brutal honesty.  The scalpel of integrity and truth which 

scriptures demands is not for the faint hearted.  God can be utterly demanding 

in his observations of you and I as a human person.   

The other side of God is one of gentleness and compassion.  God knows that I 

am a work in progress.  His unconditional loyalty and his acceptance of my  

human limitations is both humbling and inspiring.  I wish I had such a generous 

spirit.   
 

Christmas tells the story of Emmanuel ‘God is with us’.  We are not alone in 

this valley of tears, where the burdens of life can overwhelm us.  We do not 

have to live constantly feeling alone or afraid.  God knows first-hand what it is 

like to be one of us – the gifts and burdens of human life with all its  

ambiguities.  That is the true meaning of Christmas.   
 

Christmas tells us that we have God on our side – God is with us - Emmanuel.   

As I reflect upon my conversation with this person who ‘keeps God at a  

comfortable distance’ I can honestly say I feel sorry for him.  I do not mean this 

in a condescending way but I do genuinely feel sorry for him.  What happens 

when life does not run so smoothly and the arrogance of ignorance fails.  
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Matthew 25:29 gives us the answer; “for everyone who has will be given more 

but the one who has not even what he has will be taken away.” In other words 

his faith in God is too shallow and not mature enough to support him in difficult 

times – he will lose what little faith he has and consequently feel alone in  

confronting his misfortune.  In my experience, most Catholics with little faith 

ultimately blame God for their situation.  Who are we really without our faith in 

God?  How do we navigate life with all its uncertainty without a spiritual  

dimension to guide our path?  To rely entirely on one’s self is to be ‘alone’.  A 

prayerful spiritual life offers so much more that we can imagine.  One of its 

greatest gifts is the personal realization that I, you, and we, are not alone – 

God is with us.   
 

This Christmas make time for God – and remember each and every week God 

gives you and I a ‘personal invitation’ to listen to his Word and to enter into 

‘personal fellowship’ with him in the Mass/Eucharist.  Each week we gather to 

here at Sacred Heart Church to hear God’s message for our lives so we know 

we are not alone.  God is with us!   Will you accept or reject God’s invitation?   

New Mass Laptop Required 

The laptop we use for Mass each week, to control the slides 

and music, is old and is on its last legs.  If anyone can donate 

towards the purchase of a new one, could you please contact 

Michele.  Thank you for your help.   Fr John   

Sacred Heart Parish Vision Statement  

”We the parishioners of Sacred Heart strive to be people of the  

gospel and prayer. We endeavour to be an engaging,  welcoming, 

and supportive community to all.”  

Merry Christmas to our many volunteers 

Many thanks to all our volunteers who have worked so tirelessly to make our 

Christmas celebrations such a wonderful success.  Special thanks to our 

choir who give so much to the celebration of our liturgies.  I must also thank 

Angela who constantly cleans and tidies our church, to Mary who produces 

such beautiful floral arrangements for our altars and church, and Michael our 

Director of liturgy for their constant support over the year/s.  May Christmas 

be a time of joy and celebration for you all.   
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2023 Parish Celebrations 

Dates Parish Events 

Sunday 29 January Church Foyer Parish Morning tea 

Saturday 18 February School Hall St Valentine’s Dinner Dance 

Sunday 26 February Church Foyer Parish Morning tea 

Sunday 19 March Church Foyer St Patrick’s Day Parish Morning tea 

Sunday 26 March Church Foyer Parish Morning tea 

Sunday 30 April Church Foyer Parish Morning tea 

Sunday 28 May Church Foyer Parish Morning tea 

Saturday 17 June School Hall Feast of Sacred Heart Dinner Dance 

Sunday 25 June Church Foyer Parish Morning tea 

Sunday 30 July Church Foyer Parish Morning tea 

Sunday 27 August Church Foyer Parish Morning tea 

Sunday 24 September Church Foyer Parish Morning tea 

Sunday 29 October Church Foyer Parish Morning tea 

Saturday 18 November School Hall Dress Up Dinner Dance 

Sunday 26 November Church Foyer Parish Morning tea 

Sunday 10 December Church Foyer Parish Morning tea 

1st Collection— 

This money is to support Fr John,  

Priests of the Archdiocese & Archbishop.  

Bank account:  BSB: 083 347     

Account #: 663 832 561      

Reference: Full name  

2nd Collection— 

This money is used to pay for the running 

of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

Bank details:  BSB: 083 347   

Account #: 682 606 383   

Reference: Full name  

Your Parish: Your Financial Support  
Our Parish needs $3,000.00—$3,500.00 each week just to keep 
our doors open.   Your generosity is essential for our parish to 


