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Dear friends in the Lord: 
 

The Church has great needs around the world, and the United States is no exception. Many 
dioceses here at home face challenges due to priest shortages, lack of funds, remote 
geography, or impoverished parishes. The Catholic Home Missions Appeal answers these needs 
and provides grants for projects to strengthen the faith of the people. Forty-two percent of all 
dioceses in the United States receive Catholic Home Missions support for evangelization, 
catechesis, ministry formation, and other areas of faith development. Your support of this 
collection will help our neighbors here in the United States, strengthening the Church at home. 

I  IIn the Pacific Ocean, between Guam and Hawaii, are the Marshall Islands, a collection of   
atolls and islands covering an area of 500,000 square miles. Given the great distance between 
these islands, travel is often difficult and communication is unreliable. The islands themselves 
do not have any local priests and have only one local permanent deacon and sister; and so, 
the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart provide for the pastoral and sacramental needs of the 
Islands. Additionally, many people move to the United States after high school, making it hard 
for the Catholic Church there to find men interested in joining the priesthood. Against those 
odds, the Marshall Islands welcomed with great joy a seminarian in 2014! Thanks to a grant 
from the Catholic Home Missions Appeal, they are able to afford to send him to the seminary for 
his studies. Through his studies, he is a witness and example to other young men on the 
Islands. 

IiiiIn addition, because not all of the islands are able to have a resident priest, the Church in the 
Marshall Islands relies on prayer leaders to lead the Sunday liturgy of scripture reading and 
reflection, as well as distribution of Holy Communion .These prayer leaders are required to 
attend a yearly training and retreat, and all new leaders are guided by experienced prayer 
leaders. Thanks to a grant from Catholic Home Missions, the Marshall I slands were able to host 
this training again and bring in the same presenters from the previous year, providing for 
continuity and familiarity. At the closing ceremony, many of the participants could not contain 
their feelings of joy and appreciation. 

Mission dioceses often struggle with isolation and a lack of educated pastoral and lay 
leadership. With your support, the Catholic Home Missions Appeal can continue to provide 
catechesis, lay leadership training, funding for seminarian education, and other essential 
pastoral outreach in home mission dioceses. Please be generous as you can to the Catholic 
Home Missions Appeal. Your support will truly make a difference. 

 

With prayerful best wishes, I am,  
Faithfully in Christ, 

 

 
 

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan 
Archbishop of New York 
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Dear friends in the Lord: 
 

This year, we celebrate the important milestone of 50 years of solidarity with the 
Church in Latin America and the Caribbean. The Church there faces many challenges, 
including a lack of access to resources that the faithful need to nourish their spiritual 
lives. Often, there are too few priests to meet the needs of the many communities they 
serve or the communities themselves are simply too isolated to have access to other 
important resources for the faith. Strategies to train and support evangelizat ion leaders 
are vital to reach those who are disconnected from the life and mission of the Church. 

 
For the past 50 years, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, through its 

subcommittee on the Church in Latin America, has helped 25 countries in Central  and 
South America, as well as the Caribbean, to confront challenges to the faith. With your 
assistance and the support of all the Catholic faithful, we have helped to develop 
evangelization and catechetical programs. We have also funded activities that promote 
an encounter with Jesus Christ so that the faithful can become missionary disciples. 

 
For example, in the Diocese of Garzon, Colombia, the Parish of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe is blessed with a large community; however, there are only a few priests to 
address its many needs. Through a grant from the collection for the Church in Latin 
America, the pastor was able to train pastoral and evangelization leaders for the parish 
community. These leaders participated in formation on leadershi p and teaching 
catechesis, as well as in spiritual retreats, so that they could reach out to the larger 
community. The parish also created "Catholic Faith" kits to aid in evangelization and 
teaching catechesis to those in the community. Through this project, the parish was 
able to achieve its goal of creating an evangelization program to reach the 3,700 
families of the parish. 

 
Please be generous in this collection, and take this opportunity to share your faith 

with families in Latin America and the Caribbean. Your support will truly make a 
difference. 

 
With prayerful best wishes, I am, 

 
Faithfully in Christ, 

 

 
Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan 
Archbishop of New York 


