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Love is patient, 
love is kind.  

It bears all things,  
believes all things,  
hopes all things,  

endures all things.  
Love never fails. 

1 Corinthians 13 
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Welcome! 
 

Congratulations! We welcome you to our parish 

community for preparation and prayer for the 

Sacrament of Matrimony that you are about to 

celebrate.  

 

We rejoice in the love you share and commend you 

for your desire to declare and seal it in the holy 

Sacrament of Marriage. In this way, your love and 

life together will serve those around you as a sign 

that Jesus Christ is alive and present in the world.  

 

Beyond planning your marriage ceremony, 

marriage preparation includes preparing for a 

solid married life. This booklet is designed to guide 

you in the various aspects of your marriage 

preparation. 

 

Congratulations, and God bless you!  

 

    Your St. Edward Parish Family 
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A Catholic Marriage  
 
In the Sacrament of Matrimony, a man and a woman 

commit to a marriage that, as Christ taught, is to be 

faithful, fruitful, and forever. While all sacraments 

are actions of the Lord Jesus, they are at the same time 

celebrations of the parish community. The period of 

preparation for marriage is a prime occasion to establish 

a strong relationship with your parish family. Couples 

are encouraged to make participation at Sunday Mass an 

essential part of their spiritual preparation for their 

upcoming wedding, for it is at Mass that we weekly 

receive the grace and strength of the Lord.  You will need 

this divine assistance to make your marriage faithful, 

fruitful, and forever. For, as the Book of Psalms 

reminds us, “Unless the Lord build the house, in vain do 

we labor.” (Ps. 127:1) 
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Spiritual Preparation 
 

 

We encourage you to grow in your prayer life as 

individuals and together as a couple. Learning to pray 

together is an important part of becoming a sign of God’s 

love to others through fostering love, forgiveness and 

fidelity.  

 

You will choose a mentor couple from your parish family 

to help guide you in preparing for your marriage. They 

will be representatives of God’s love and support for you 

during your engagement and far beyond into your 

married life.   

 

To prepare spiritually, in addition to your weekly Mass 

attendance, you are encouraged to: 
 

• Pray together and alone. 
 

• Pray and reflect with the Scripture that will be 

proclaimed at your wedding. Readings can be 

found at: http://www.foryourmarriage.org/catholic-

marriage/planning-a-catholic-wedding/readings/ 
 

• Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation before 

celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage. Check our 

parish bulletin for regularly scheduled times, or 

arrange a special time before your wedding by 

contacting the parish office. 

http://www.foryourmarriage.org/catholic-marriage/planning-a-catholic-wedding/readings/
http://www.foryourmarriage.org/catholic-marriage/planning-a-catholic-wedding/readings/
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A General Timeline  
of Preparation for Sacrament of Matrimony 

 

The Church asks every couple seeking to get married to have a 

minimum of six months of engagement before their wedding day. 

Our marriage formation program, Witness to Love, is designed to 

be completed over this time period, so please know that we 

schedule wedding dates 6 months out (or longer) from when you 

begin your preparation, not 6 months from the date you first got 

engaged. Our goal in this is to ensure that the marriage 

formation – one of the most vital aspects of preparing for the 

Sacrament – is taken seriously so that your marriage can be 

effective and fruitful.  

 

First Step: Meeting with Father and staff 

 Contact Fr. Bullock to make an appointment to meet with 

him  You can do this by calling the parish office or via the parish 

website.  Often, this will be coordinated by Joan Dalan, 

Coordinator of Parish Outreach. No wedding date can be chosen 

before this meeting.  

 At this first meeting, you will get to know Father Bullock. 

He will ask you a few questions, take down some initial 

information, complete pre-matrimonial forms, and give an 

overview of the marriage preparation process. You likely will also 

discuss the date for your wedding.  
  

 Following this meeting, you will be requested to provide 2  

persons to offer testimony of your freedom to marry. (Fr. Bullock 

will explain this at your meeting.)  
 

 You will also meet with the Liturgy and Music Coordinator  

(Anastasia Nicklaus) to discuss initial considerations for wedding 

planning.  If you did not meet with her after your meeting with 

Father Bullock, contact the parish office to set up a time to meet.   
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Second Step: Meeting with Marriage Prep Coordinator 

 After meeting with Father Bullock, you will receive an  

introductory email from the Marriage Preparation Coordinator 

(usually Ellen Kuchera) that includes a web link and access code 

for you to fill out a Prepare/Enrich marriage preparation 

questionnaire.  This allows both of you to express 

systematically your expectations regarding your future marriage 

and to identify strengths and growth areas in your relationship. 

Exercises to work on growth areas will be provided later in your 

preparation. 
 

 This is the point when we also ask that you choose a mentor 

couple.  Although the Marriage Preparation Coordinator  is 

trained to facilitate your working through Witness to Love, we 

want you to choose a mentor couple who will accompany you 

during your engagement period and beyond. This couple should 

be people other than your parents that you are both comfortable 

with and who will hold you accountable, inspire and challenge 

you.  They will be expected to meet with you formally six times to 

go over the materials in the Witness to Love workbooks, as well 

as be an ongoing support for you. The criteria we ask you to use 

when you pick a mentor couple are simple: 

 The couple must be married in the Catholic Church for at 

least five (5) years. 

 The couple must attend Mass regularly (in the parish to which 

you will belong). 

 The couple must have a marriage you admire! 
 

 Meet with the Marriage Preparation Coordinator. Once 

you have completed Prepare/Enrich questionnaire and identified 

and confirmed a mentor couple, contact the Marriage 

Preparation Coordinator (Ellen) to set up a time to meet. She will 

invite you and your mentor couple over to her home to review the 

Witness to Love program, explain the results of the Prepare/

Enrich questionnaire you filled out, and discuss other important 

details of the marriage preparation process. This booklet also 
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provides other information you will need.   

 

Third Step: Scavenger Hunt 

The next day, the Marriage Preparation Coordinator will email 

you a “Scavenger Hunt.” This is a check list of sorts which 

includes some fun activities for you to do with your mentor 

couple during the marriage preparation process as well as the six 

formal meetings.  The scavenger hunt will also include a required 

Archdiocesan marriage retreat, (Pre-Cana Conference), a 

theology night with Father, a parish life meeting, Natural 

Family Planning, and liturgy planning.     

 

Fourth Step: Liturgy Planning 

 Meeting with Music Minister. Musicians should be  

provided by St. Edward music ministers (or others in 

consultation with the Pastor and Coordinator of Liturgy/Music). 

All music must meet standards of maintaining the sacred nature 

of this sacrament and church space in which your wedding will 

be celebrated. You will have received additional information 

regarding music, including some handouts, when you met with 

Anastasia (liturgy/music coordinator).  

 Music selections ought to be discussed and approved with 

the coordinator of liturgy/music and pastor at least 3 months 

before your wedding. 
 

 Plan the wedding ceremony with Father Bullock.  2-3 

months before your sacramental wedding day, sit down with 

Father Bullock to go over the readings you have chosen and any 

other pertinent details.  Please review the guidelines in this 

booklet for your wedding ceremony BEFORE making any 

suggestions to the pastor regarding the wedding ceremony.   
 

 A wedding hospitality minister will be in touch with you to 

help you with the particulars of the wedding ceremony/liturgy.  

This parish volunteer may have reached out to you earlier in the 

process, but definitely by this point.  
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 Wedding rehearsal (normally the evening before the  

wedding): Please ask your wedding party to be present at the 

church 30 minutes before the scheduled beginning of the 

rehearsal. Civil marriage licenses are required for a Catholic 

wedding ceremony and must be brought to the rehearsal. 
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The Wedding Liturgy 
 

Our Catholic faith understands every liturgy (e.g., Baptism, 

Eucharist, Marriage) as a supreme action of the faithful giving 

worship to God and, at the same time, the action of God’s love 

reaching to us in a definitive way. Your wedding liturgy is 

particularly to be modeled on what we experience in Sunday 

Mass. Your wedding hospitality minister is available to answer 

questions prior to your wedding and will be present at the 

rehearsal and on the wedding day.  

 

Those ministering at your wedding will include:  

• PRESIDER: Ordinarily, the pastor would preside at 

weddings at St. Edward.  Couples may request permission for 

another Catholic minister to preside at their wedding.  

Ministers of other church and denominations may be present 

upon consultation with the pastor, but are not permitted to 

preside or offer the homily at the wedding. 
 

• LECTORS AND COMMUNION MINISTERS:  The 

proclamation of the Word of God always has a central place in 

any Catholic liturgy. At your wedding, we believe God speaks 

to us about the nature of marriage through the scriptures. 

When selecting persons (lectors) to read the scriptures, 

choose individuals who can proclaim the Word of God with 

clarity and reverence. When the marriage is celebrated within 

Mass, persons chosen by the couple as Communion 

ministers ought to be experienced in this ministry. 
 

• ALTAR SERVERS AND CROSS BEARER: Ordinarily, two 

altar servers are required for a wedding liturgy. Servers may 

be friends or family members of the couple, but must be 

experienced in serving at Mass. The parish will provide altar 

servers when necessary. As at Sunday Mass, a cross bearer 
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leads the processions.  This cross bearer could be a server or 

another person chosen by the couple. As with Sunday liturgy, 

the congregation stands as the cross comes forward. 
 

• MUSIC MINSTERS/WEDDING MUSIC:  You will receive 

information on music ministers and wedding music at your 

meeting with Anastasia (liturgy/music coordinator).   
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Church Environment  

& Etiquette 
 

As the Sacrament of Matrimony is a parish celebration, the 

existing environment (candles, flowers, etc.) should be respected 

and maintained. Any additions should be fitting to the liturgical 

season and preapproved with the wedding hospitality minister. 
 

 Memorial Candle or Flowers: Often the couples chooses to 

remember deceased relatives in some visual way. Your wedding 

hospitality minister can assist you in designating an appropriate 

location for this memorial.  
 

 Other Floral Arrangements: Any floral arrangements  

should be discussed with the wedding hospitality minister. To 

ensure visibility and accessibility for all participating in the 

liturgy, flowers must not obstruct the altar, ambo (lectern), or the 

handrails.  
 

 Photography and Video: The wedding Liturgy is first and 

foremost a sacred time of prayer, and we seek that all aspects of 

the ceremony be conducive to this. The participation of the couple 

and the gathered community in the act of worship without 

distraction should be primary.  

 At the same time, we recognize how important it is to a  

couple to have a visual  record of their wedding. We ask that 

anyone documenting this special day, professional or amateur, 

keeps the sacredness of the wedding in mind.  

 Therefore, we at St. Edward ask that no aspect of the 

photography and videography distract the assembly or interfere 

or detract from the worship experience. The couple is expected to 

communicate these guidelines to professionals and to those 

attending the wedding.  

• Ordinarily, the church is available beginning 3 hours 
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before the ceremony up until 30 minutes before the 

wedding liturgy begins. Photographs may also be taken 

30 minutes following the ceremony. 

• On rare occasion, other pastoral needs of the parish 

(e.g. funerals) may necessitate an adjustment in 

this available time.  

• Please do not move any church furnishings or 

environment (including plants, etc.) during photography/

videography. 

During the ceremony, photography and/or videography 

must not attract the notice of the wedding party and 

guests. No flash photography is allowed during the wedding 

Liturgy, and no artificial lighting should be used during the 

liturgy.  

• The balcony is an apt spot for the videographer.  

• Please, avoid movement as much as possible during the 

wedding ceremony. Especially, please maintain stillness 

(in body and camera) during times of silent prayer.  

• Photography and videography of the procession and 

recession can be done from within a pew along the aisle 

(or from the balcony above) and must not stop, hinder, or 

interfere with the procession. There are a few shorter 

pews toward the back of church that also allow for 

photos with less distraction.  

• During the Liturgy, use only the side aisles, moving no 

closer than the side doors of the main section of the 

church. No photos should be taken from the side “wings” 

or sanctuary (the space where the altar is and behind it). 

Photographers/videographers should not use the main 

aisle or sit in the front pews during the ceremony.  

• To help your guests know the expectations, here is 

suggested wording for your program: Welcome and thank 

you for joining us on our special day! We ask that you 
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help maintain the prayerfulness of our wedding Liturgy 

and avoid distracting others by refraining from taking 

photographs during the church service. Thank you! 

• Here is a suggestion that could be part of an 

announcement prior to the beginning of the Liturgy: We 

are happy to welcome all of you to this celebration of holy 

matrimony between _______ and _____. We invite you to 

participate as fully as possible in prayer and song. To 

allow everyone to participate fully and to avoid 

distraction, we ask you to turn off any mobile devices at 

this time and to refrain from taking photographs during 

the service. Thank you!  
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Other Guidelines 
To Be Observed On Your Wedding Day 

 

Remembering the sacredness of our church space, we ask you to 

maintain decorum appropriate for a church: 

 No alcohol consumption is permitted on church property 

(inside or outside), before, during, or after the wedding 

ceremony.  Any members of the wedding party found to be 

consuming alcohol will not be permitted to participate in the 

wedding ceremony.  
 

 Food and non-alcoholic beverages may be consumed in social 

hall in the basement of the church, not in the worship space.  
 

 The use of aisle runners is not permitted, as they present a 

safety issue and are not in accordance with liturgical practice.   
 

 The practice of throwing bird seed, flower petals, or anything 

else is not envisioned by the Catholic wedding ritual and 

ought to be avoided. 
 

 Balloons are not allowed inside or outside church. 
 

 Please use pew clips when attaching decorations to the pew. 

No adhesive/tape should be used. 
 

 If you have employed a professional wedding coordinator, he/

she must respect the liturgical practices and traditions of our 

church and be in contact with your wedding hospitality 

minister. 
 

 Please  ensure all church spaces are cleaned and returned to 

their prior state. This includes removing flowers and any 

items from pews, and removing anything you brought from the 

basement hall and rooms. Please check with your wedding 

hospitality minister about removal of trash.  
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Other Considerations  
In Your Planning 

 

 Time of Wedding and Rehearsal 

 Marriages are not typically celebrated on Sundays, 

Solemnities (major religious holidays), or during Holy Week. 

According to Archdiocesan guidelines, weddings celebrated on 

Sunday or a Solemnity must occur during a regularly scheduled 

parish Mass. Lent is a penitential season, during which the 

celebration of marriage must consider the subdued nature of the 

season. Ask the presider for more information.  

 All Catholic parishes in the Archdiocese of Dubuque may 

not schedule a wedding on Saturdays beginning any later than 

2PM, to allow proper time for the weekend liturgy.  
 

 Marriage Preparation Materials Fee:  Couples are asked 

to offer $120 toward the cost of the Witness to Love preparation, 

which includes the Prepare/Enrich questionnaire and other 

materials.  
 

 Other Parish Donations:  Many couples ask about  

suggested donation amounts for their wedding, seeking to offer 

support to the parish at the time of their wedding. A donation 

given to the parish defers the costs of use of the church facilities 

and helps your parish family to continue living out our mission. 

Feel free to bring this donation to the wedding rehearsal. 

Recognizing that couples have a wide variety of financial 

situations, the suggested minimum donation to the parish is 

$200. In addition, though not required, the couple may make an 

offering to the presider. 
 

 Stipends for Music Ministers: Accompanists generally are  

offered $200, and cantors (song leaders) generally are offered 

$100-150, depending on the amount of music.  Some musicians 

have a set fee, so please make sure to ask when you contact them 
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to minister.  
 

 Stipends for Altar Servers: If not provided by the family, 

the usual offering for a parish altar server is $10. Normally, 2 

servers are required.   
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Notes 
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We look forward to assisting you  

in the celebration of your marriage  

at St. Edward Church! 

 
To Contact Us:  

 
Parish Office  

(319) 233-8060 

www.sted.org 

1423 Kimball Ave 

Waterloo, IA  50702 

 
Fr. Scott Bullock, Pastor 

dbq210@dbqarch.org 

 
Anastasia Nicklaus, Coordinator of Liturgy & Music 

a.nicklaus@dbqarch.org 

 
Joan Dalan, Coordinator of Parish Outreach 

dbq210s4@dbqarch.org 

 
Ellen Kuchera,  Marriage Preparation Coordinator 

witnesstolovewaterloo@gmail.com 

513-316-1122 (call or text) 

The mission of St. Edward Parish 

is to be an evangelizing community 

by faith, with hope, in love. 

December 2022 edition 


