
This Week at St. Therese 

 PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION 
Pastor: Fr. Kevin O’Dell …..frkevinodell@sfcatholic.org  

                       Cell Phone…..1-605-421-8553 
Office Administrator: Sheila Haffeman...officeadministrator@st-therese.ws 
Finance Manager: Wendy Swedean…..finance@st-therese.ws 
Director of Religious Education: Allie Yaw…..REdDirector@st-therese.ws 

RCIA Director: Doug Debelak ….. ddebelak@aol.com 

Music Coordinator: Lisa Roers…..slor@sio.midco.net 
Maintenance: Jim Mergen …..338-2433 
St. Lambert School: Colleen Davis….. cdavis@sfcss.org 
Bulletin Submission :…..bulletin@st-therese.ws 

Ministry Schedule Requests:…..officeadministrator@st-therese.ws  

March 4, 2018 
3rd Sunday of Lent 

Parish Mission Statement:  
Formed as people of God,  

Called as a community of faith,  
Guided by Saint Therese,  

Committed to caring for God’s whole family. 

MASS TIMES 
Weekend 
   Saturday:  4:00PM 
   Sunday:     8:30 & 11:00AM 
Daily 
   Refer to schedule on back  
 

CONFESSIONS 
   Saturdays: 3PM 
   Sundays: 8AM & 10:30AM  
   Weekdays:  
   Refer to schedule on back  
   Also by appointment 
 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP 
Contact the parish office at 338-2433 

PARISH OFFICE 
   Pastor: Fr. Kevin O’Dell 
   Parish Office Hours:  
                Monday-Friday  
                 8:00AM-4:00PM 
      
   Phone: (605) 338-2433 
   Fax:      (605) 339-2203 
   Website: www.st-therese.ws 
    

PARISH SCHOOL: ST. LAMBERT 
   Phone: (605) 338-7042 
   Website: www.sfcss.org 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Contact the parish office at 338-2433  

901 N. Tahoe Trail · Sioux Falls, SD 57110 

 Religious Ed/Youth Group Announcements 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

      
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

St. Lambert School News: Ms. Colleen Davis, Principal 
 

Mar. 8 = 3rd gr. Mega Heart field trip 

            = 6:00 SFO Meeting 

Mar. 9 = 8:30 School Mass led by kindergarten 

Mar. 13 = 4th gr. Pigs and Pork field trip 

Mar. 14 = 4th gr. Water Festival field trip 

Mar. 15 & 16 = No School 

 Our Lenten project is collecting toothbrushes, toothpaste, and Chapstick 

for the Bishop Dudley House. If you would like to donate any of these 

items for the collection please drop them off at the school office. 

 We earned $10,690 during our technology raffle! Thank you to all who 

supported us in buying a ticket or making a donation. We are grateful to 

Catholic United Financial for hosting this raffle. 

 

 

St. Lambert School 

(sign up on youth table)                                                              

UPCOMING FIRE IN 
FAITH YOUTH EVENTS                                  

   
March 9th 

5th-12th grades 
Great Bear Tubing 

6-8pm 
$10  

                                                                                                           
April 15th @ 7pm 

Mercy Me &  
Tenth  Avenue North  

Concert 
@ Denny Sanford                

 

SUICIDE 

Middle School/High 
School  

Opportunities!!! 
 

Camp Registrations OPEN: Reg-

istrations for Diocesan summer 

camps are open! Please sign 

your youth up for these wonder-

ful opportunities. Please ask  

Allie if you have any questions. 

http://www.sfcatholic.org/

youth/events/d-camp/  

K-8th Religious Education 

March  Schedule 
 
 

March 7th—Class 

Looking Ahead 
2nd Grade Parents 

 

First Communion Parent Meeting 

March 7th @ 6:15pm 

 

 

 

YOUTH LIVING  

STATIONS OF THE 

CROSS 
 

March 28th @ 6PM 

 

More info to come—

but mark your  

calendars now!!! 

 

 

SUN 4-Mar 3rd Sunday of Lent 

8:00 AM Confessions     

8:00 AM KC Rosary 

8:30 AM Mass St. Therese Parish 

10:30 AM Confessions

10:30 AM KC Rosary 

11:00 AM Mass St. Therese Parish 

MON 5 8:00 AM Mass Judy Oliver (d) Ralph Oliver

TUES 6 8:00 AM Mass Eva Weber (d) Joe Weber

8:30 AM Respect Life Rosary 

4:30 AM Confessions

WED 7 8:00 AM Mass Juliette Lessard (d) Labahn Family

THURS 8  4:30 PM Confessions 

5:30 PM Mass Dale Weiler (d) Len & Gen Weiler

FRI 9 7:00 AM Mass Chester Citterman (d)

5:45 PM Stations of the Cross 

SAT 10 8:00 AM Mass Larry Moyer (d) Jason & Jennifer Piercy 

3:00 PM Confessions

3:30 PM KC Rosary 

4:00 PM Mass St. Therese Parish 

SUN 11 4th Sunday of Lent 

8:00 AM Confessions     

8:00 AM KC Rosary 

8:30 AM Mass St. Therese Parish 

10:30 AM Confessions

10:30 AM KC Rosary 

11:00 AM Mass St. Therese Parish 

Mass

Time
Servers

1-Gift Bearers

2-Greeters
Lectors Ushers

4:00 J. Feterl T. Leonard 1)  D&N Feterl D. Debelak T. McAdaragh

PM K. Mavity T. Tatone

Sat J. McGuire 2) NONE

*G. Sarvis 

8:30 N. Dahle J. Dahle 1)  D&D Houseman T. Dahle D. Hasvold

AM M. Peters A. Smit D. Hasvold

Sun R. Smit 2)  L. Brown E. Nolz

*M&T Thesenvitz     B. Christopherson NEED ONE 

11:00 B. Backer D. Basche 1)  M&T Pellman P. Schreck B. Kjergaard

AM T. Widmann B. Basche K. Tramp  

Sun L. Feller 2)  M&T Pellman  S. Tramp

*L. Feller M. Widmann

Please find a substitute if you are unable to serve.
Eucharistic Ministers                        

*Sacristan

Ministries for March 10th & 11th 



Parish Announcements From Father O’Dell 

Community Events 

                              WEEKLY OFFERING                                                                                      
*For the Week of February 25th:                                                                              
Envelopes                                                 $5,648.00                           
WeShare (online giving)                              1,388.00                                  
Visitors / Loose Cash                                      509.25                                   
Total                                                      $ 7,545.25                                
Need                                                        $8,996.00                                   
*Year to Date (July 1—June 30)                                                                             
YTD Total                                              $341,601.62                                         

YTD Need                                                $314,859.00             

           HONORING LIFE IN THE CASE OF SUICIDE 

By: Fr. O’Dell 

 

               As both a counselor and priest – one of the questions that I have been asked on 

many occasions has to do with what happens in the afterlife to individuals who have 

committed suicide.  Those asking the question know that suicide has been characterized 

as a sin and they want to know whether someone who kills themselves “goes to hell.” 

Usually, those asking the question are also people who are in great pain – those who 

have lost a child, a spouse, a sibling, a parent - and are grieving that loss at the very core 

of their being. Perhaps they are people who can still remember the days that someone 

who killed themselves couldn’t be buried in the Church. So, whatever the reason behind 

the question it is both valid and meaningful to the person asking the question. 

               To answer this question, I need to make some important clarifications. First, the 

notion of suicide means the killing of oneself. This can happen in two ways – either 

purposefully or by accident. Obviously, those are two very different scenarios and the 

responsibility associated with each is far different. If something happens by accident 

there is generally no serious moral responsibility associated with it.  

Second, in order to sin you must have three elements present – the knowledge 

that something is wrong or sinful – the knowledge of the consequences spiritually to 

committing that act – the decision to do the act anyway. Absent one of those elements – 

a sin cannot be committed. 

 Third, there is a difference between objective good or evil that is attached to   

a particular act and subjective responsibility or the responsibility for that act. For      

example, objective evil means that something is not good – such as killing someone is 

never a “good” thing. Subjective responsibility means that a person may or may not be 

responsible for a particular killing such as in the case of self-defense as opposed to 

homicide. So, in the case of suicide, if someone is emotionally or psychologically     

troubled in such a way that it clouds their judgement – they may not be guilty of sin if 

they commit suicide. This means that suicide is never a good thing, but the person    

committing the act may well not be guilty of a sin because of their mental state. 

Fourth, our knowledge of the underlying factors that cause suicide has         

expanded greatly in the last thirty or forty years. We now know that most people do not 

commit suicide to end their lives – rather they commit suicide to escape the “suffering” 

of living. They are depressed and living without a sense of hope. Their judgment is not 

clear and their insight is impaired. Further, suicide is most often an impulsive act. It 

often happens on the spur of the moment. If something transpires to interrupt the       

person, there is a good chance that the act may not be repeated. Because this is so, the 

responsibility or guilt that a person who ends their own life may have can be seen as 

greatly reduced. A disclaimer: this does not make suicide “right.” It is still an objective 

evil that someone ends his or her life. If someone reading this article says, “well, I guess 

suicide isn’t that terrible of a sin after all, maybe it’s alright if I do it,” would be greatly 

mistaken. If you preplan something of that nature then it can increase the responsibility 

you bear greatly because you have thought through what you were going to do and the 

moral consequences of it..                                                                                                       

               Fifth, because a person may not bear a serious responsibility for the taking of 

their own life, that does not mean that the sins that they have committed in the past are 

“automatically” disposed of. We believe that the Lord is merciful, but we also believe 

that before there can be forgiveness of sin – there must be repentance and the asking of 

God to forgive us. Because someone may not bear responsibility of a serious sinful   

nature in the taking of their own life, does not give them a “Get out of Jail Free” card. 

They still remain responsible for what they have done in the past.                                                

                                  Given all of these clarifications, we need to keep in mind the bottom line.    

That bottom line is that almost all suicide is the result of a loss of hope. People are so 

hurt or depressed that they fail to believe that God will lead them through everything  

                                                                                                                 ….. Continued  

Annual Empty Bowls Benefit Soup Supper 
When: Wednesday March 7, 2018 / 5:00-7:00pm 
Where: O†Gorman High School Cafeteria 
Cost:  $5 for meal only, $15 for meal and pottery bowl, $20 per family (4 or more) 
This year we will be supporting the St. Francis House. 
Purchase your ticket at the door or visit the OGHS Campus Ministry Webpage to pre-
register.  Contact O’Gorman Campus Ministry @ 575-3347 or nwellington@sfcss.org  

             Eternal Rest Grant Unto: 

     Dale Jasper, Parishioner 
     Fr. Al Krzyzopolski, Former Pastor of St. Therese 
     Joni Rudd, Aunt of Judy (Loren) Nelson 

18th Annual Catholic Family Services Gift of Hope Concert                                          
Featuring Matt Maher                                                                                                                
Saturday March 24—7:00 p.m. (one show only!)                                                                                            
Harrisburg High School Performing Arts Center                                                                                               
All proceeds benefit the Catholic Family Services’ Gift of Hope Fund—which provides     
support for people of all faiths, ages and walks of life through their counseling services, 
grief programs and adoption services.                                                                                                             
Order tickets on-line at ccfesd.org  For concert or ticket information call 605-988-3765. 
General admission tickets will also be available at all Sioux Falls HyVee stores after        
February 1st (while supplies last).  

Holy Triduum and Easter Sunday Liturgical Ministers needed.                              

Volunteers please sign up in the gathering space!   Thank you!  

 The Knights of Columbus will be hosting a Fish Fry each Friday 

evening following Stations of the Cross at 5:45.  Cost is $7 for adults,   
$5 for children 12 & under, and $25 for a family.  Come enjoy some good 
food and fellowship!  

 4th Degree Knights of Columbus Annual Dinner with the Bishop—

Tuesday March 22 at St. Joseph’s Cathedral. 6:15 Rosary, 6:30 Social, 7:00       
Dinner. Cost $20 per person.  RSVP by March 15 — 360-2121 or 201-1081.  

New Parishioners  ~                                                            
Please welcome Dan Delaney, Mark Kessler, 

and James & Christy Lindberg  
to our St. Therese Family!                                                  

 From conception to natural death!                                          
                                                                                                                                                  

LENT for LIFE—SUICIDE                                                                                                
In Sirach 30 God reminds us not to give ourselves over to sorrow, and not to afflict     
ourselves deliberately. “Jesus help us to come out of the darkness … help us to value 
ourselves, to see how much God and others love us. Give us the strength to reach out 
and allow others to help us through our journey.” 

ADULT ED  Interested in the Bible? Join us for a study on the Gospel of 

Mark. This week we will be studying Chapters 4 & 5 of Marks Gospel. Pick 

the class time that works best for you, Wednesday 9:30 am, Thursday 

6:30 pm, or Saturday 9:00 am. 

A great Lenten Retreat - Koinonia 
Koinonia is a weekend retreat designed to help you develop your relationship with God 
and others. It is built around the death and resurrection of Jesus.  Koinonia  #47 is being 
held March 16-18 at Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, it is an English speaking retreat. 
Please call Cindy at 605-988-3763 for more information or to register. 

 St Therese parish will be serving The Banquet on March 21st. Volunteers are needed 

to help prepare and serve the food. Sign up sheets are in gathering space. If you are 

unable to help serve the meal, please consider a donation to help defray the cost of   

the meal. Usual average cost is $800- $900 for the groceries needed to serve 500    

people. This meal is a wonderful way, in Lent, to prepare for Easter with prayer and 

almsgiving.                                                                                                                                                  

Donations may be placed in an envelope in the collection marked for  The Banquet.  

   Stations of the Cross—                                                           

From Mary’s Perspective                                                                      

Tuesdays during Lent starting at 2PM                                                                                                     

Please join us! 

The Adoration Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament at our Cathedral are in 
need of various items each month. March is St. Therese’s month to        
provide those items. Please find the basket in the  gathering space with 
slips of paper stating the items needed.  You can select slips and purchase 
those items—bringing them back to St. Therese.  Your generous donations 
are greatly appreciated. Prayer Requests can also be left for the Sisters!  

Fundraiser for Bishop Dudley Hospitality House —As we enter the  2018 Lenten 
season, please participate and be active in our journey to help those in need.  

Help them get back on their feet and enter society with clean clothes, food,     
hygiene  products, and confidence.  Collection boxes are in the gathering space—
this fundraiser is sponsored by St. Therese’s Confirmation Students.                                  
Please give generously.  

CFSA is off to a 

great start! We have      

collected 44% of our 

goal, and another 

20% of our goal has 

been pledged.         

Thank you all for 

your wonderful    

response!  

Continued …..  

they face in life. They hurt badly and suicide is seen as a way of stopping the pain. 

While it is never a moral good that someone should die at their own hand, we also  

believer that because their faculties may be impaired, that God in His infinite mercy 

always deals with them in His infinite love. 

You and I are called to grab hold of this hope for the persons who have      

already died because of suicide. We are called, as Christians, to do everything within 

our power to help instill hope in the lives of those around us who are suffering horribly 

– and who may be thinking about using suicide to stop hurting. We are called to       

prevent suicide where ever we can – and to show people that suicide is a permanent 

solution to a temporary problem. These are two ways that we honor human life when 

we deal with suicide.        

mailto:nwellington@sfcss.org
tel:605-988-3763

