To mvite all on our journey
to:

Learn
Orar (pray)
GiVe

Evangelize
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AU e Weleome!

If you are a visitor, we hope you will
{ind our bulletin to be a reflection of
our vibrant and spirit filled parish,
and that you will consider becoming
part of our family!

To jom us, please register online at
www.stmarktampa.org/join

or call Valerie at 813-907-7746 x 333.

Once registered, you will be mvited to
attend a Welcome Reception hosted
by our pastor, Father David DeJulio
to learn more about your new church

community.

Our next Welcome Receptions are:
English: Sumn., Jan. 15th at 6:30pm
(St. Michael the Archangel Room).

Spanish: Sun., Jan. 13th
after the Spanish Mass
(St. Michacl the Archangel Room).
For more mformation, visit our
website at www.stmarktampa.org

or call Mary at 813-907-7716 x 329.
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Pastor
Rev. David DeJulio,
FrDavid@stmarktampa.org

Assisting Clergy
Fr. Ed Lamp (retired)
FrEd@stmarktampa.org
Deacon Moises Gutierrez
DeaconMoises@stmarktampa.org
Deacon Jose Moronta

DeaconJMoronta@stmarktampa.org

Deacon Scott Paine
DeaconScott@stmarktampa.org

osition of the Blessed Sacrament &
~ First Wednesday of Month: 9 AM - 7:30 PM
~ Followed by Benediction at 7:30 PM
~ Hearing Assist Receivers Available
Sign-Out Required in AV Room

‘Bigscreens@stmark
Per Ministry Guideline

S

To find our more information about our many ministries Baptism
or to contact the ministry leader visit our website: Please call (813) 907-7746 to sign up
www.stmarktampa.org/ministries for required pre-baptism classes.
Or contact our Ministry Coordinator at Brochures, forms, and sponsor letters can
mstrickland@stmarktampa.org be found online at: stmarktampa.org/baptism.
Marriage
i - o ' ] Couples planning their marriage should call
Enjoy Catholic content (like Netflix!) all in one place! (813) 907-7746 ext. 317 at least six months
Enter our Parish Code 93G688 on the homepage. prior to their wedding date in order to complete
Create a personal account with your their pre-marital assessment, discernment,
username/email & password. and marriage preparation enrichment.
App Store For info go to: stmarktampa.org/marriage.
RCIA
Adults, older children, or teens who have not
www.facebook.com/stmarktampa been baptized, or have been baptized in another

Christian Community, who desire to enter into
full communion with the Catholic Church,

. please call (813) 907-7746 ext. 317.
www.instagram.com/StMarkLOVE For info go to: stmarktampa.org/RCIA

| \ www.instagram.com/WeAreStMark
‘ First Communion & Confirmation
Adults who have been baptized, but have not
received their First Communion and/or Confirmation,
should call (813) 907-7746 ext. 317.
www.pinterest.com/StMarkLOVE Children and Teens: Students must attend
two consecutive years. Preparation in the parish
is necessary for the sacraments
(even for those at parochial schools).
Brochures and forms can be picked up at the
B ~ www.twitter.com/@StMarkTampa Parish Office or found online at:
stmarktampa.org/communion or
“ stmarktampa.org/confirmation-1




Greetings to all of you as we embark on the Holy Season of Christmas! | know

that there are many loose ends to tie up before the celebrations begin so | will
/L make this short and sweet.

. Please know how humbled | have been to be part of such a great parish family
these past years and how grateful | am to you for making St. Mark the Evangelist
| one of the premier parishes in our Diocese.

| am also grateful to our staff who have worked so hard for little pay in bringing Christ's love to those

they serve. Their dedication and humility have served us well and | look forward to a new year filled
with God's blessings.

| also pray for those who have lost loved ones this past year, that they will know the hope and joy that
comes with believing in the God who promises we will see them again. | especially pray for those
who have lost hope, that they may find God's love through you! How wonderful it can be not only to
celebrate joy on this special day, but to live it everyday of our lives. That can only happen when we
put Christ as the center of our lives, when we can overcome sorrow with true joy.

Merry Christmas to all of you and may you be blessed during this special time and always!

Peace,
Fr. David

The Nativities of 8t Mark

Please plan to participate in our

2nd Annual Nativity Sharing
on January 6th (Epiphany Sunday)

This is a fun opportunity to share your cherished nativity sets
(old, new, handmade, cute, formal...ANY!) with each other.

To participate, all you need to do is drop off your nativity sets
in a labeled box to The Venetian by 8:30AM on January 6th.
We will set them up for you so that everyone can enjoy our

beautiful St. Mark Nativity Showcase during coffee and donuts

following our 8:30AM, 10:30AM and 12:30PM Masses that day.
Pick up your sets from 2:30-3:30PM that afternoon
or during Parish Office hours on Monday.




St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church
Christmas Mass Schedule

ALL ARE WELCOME!

9724 Cross Creek Blvd in New Tampa 813-508-2735

Night of Reconciliation (Confession/Penance)
Thursday, December 20th - 7:00PM (in the Nave®)

Christmas Eve Masses - Monday, December 24th
4:00PM (Nave®)
4:10PM (The Venetian Event Center on campus)
6:30PM (Nave*)
Midnight Mass 12:00AM (Nave*)
Note: The Parish Choir will host Christmas Caroling beginning 11:15PM

Christmas Day Masses - Tuesday, December 25th
8:30AM (Nave*)
10:30AM (Nave®)
12:30PM Spanish (Nave*®)

Solemnity of Mary Mother of God Vigil Mass (Holy Day of Obligation)
Monday December 31st
4:.00PM (Nave®)
Tuesday January 1st
10:00AM (Nave*)

Connect with Us:
www.stmarktampa.org
Facebook - www.facebook.com/StMarkTampa
Instagram - www.instagram.com/StMarkLOVE

Donate to St. Mark this Christmas by purchasing a

Memorial Brick
at the entrance of our beautiful new

Blessed Mary Shrine and Rosary Garden,

Each 4x8 inch brick is a tax deductible donation of $500 (cash or credit).
Includes engraving of 3 lines of 13 characters each.

For more information or to purchase:
Contact Val at (813) 508-2735
or vmainguy@stmarktampa.org



Holiday Office & Church Hours
Mon. 12/24 Closed (Daily Mass @ 8:30am - not 12N)
Tues. 12/25 Closed - MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Wed. 12/26 & Thurs. 12/27 Open 9 am to 5 pm
Fri. 12/28 Open 9 am to Noon
Mon.12/31 Open 9 am to Noon (Daily Mass 8:30am - not 12N)
Tues. 1/1 Closed
Wed. 1/2 & Thurs. 1/3 Open 9 am to 5 pm
Fri. 1/4 Open 9 am to Noon

Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent Dec 23, 2018[Thursday Saint John Dec 27, 2018
Readings: Mi 5:1-4a; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45 Readings: 1Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8
8:30 AM Mass (Ronald W. Lauck (d) Cory Lauck) 12:00 PM Mass (Suzanne Oles (d) Cancer Support Ministry)
10:30 AM Mass (Adele Ritchie (d) Kate & Jack Pultorak) Friday The Holy Innocents Dec 28, 2018
12:30 PM Mass (Robert Nunez (d) Carmen Nunez) Readings: 1Jn 1:5-2:2; Mt 2:13-18
5:30 PM Mass (Parishioners of St. Mark) 9:00 AM Mass (Norma Flaquer (d) Cancer Support Ministry)
Monday Dec 24, 2018| 1:00 PM Funeral
Readings: 2 Sam7.:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Lk 1:67-79 Saturday Saint Thomas Becket Dec 29, 2018
8:30 AM Mass (Michael Stepanski (d) The Marlowe Family) Readings: 1Jn2:3-11; Lk2:22-35
9:00 AM Christmas decorating (Chapel, Nave, Venetian) ALL DAY NTP Broadway Ticket Sales (Piazza)
4:00 PM Mass (Thanksgiving Bakare Family (L) Bakare Family) 10:30 AM Baptism (Nave)
4:10 PM Mass (Lucia Gamboa (d) Nino Mendoza & Family) 1:00 PM Wedding
6:30 PM Mass (Teresita C. Mendoza (d) Nino Mendoza & Family) 4:00 PM Mass (Ross & Cris Hermano (L) Ross & Cris Hermano)
11:15 PM Christmas Caroling Sunday The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph Dec 30, 2018
12:00 AM Mass (Arthur Lawson (d) Marlene Lawson) Readings: Sir3:2-6, 12-14; Col 3:12-21; Lk 2:41-52
Tuesday The Nativity of the Lord Dec. 25, 2018 _|ALL DAY NTP Broadway Ticket Sales (Piazza)
Readings: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 8:30 AM Mass (Jeff Chmura (d) The Chmura Family
8:30 AM Mass (Thanksgiving Bakare Family (L) Bakare Family) 10:30 AM Mass (Abraham & Matthew Quano (L) Cynthia & Florante Quano)
10:30 AM Mass (Noel Fernandes (d) Arlene Gomes & Family) 12:30 PM Mass (Parishioners of St. Mark)
12:30 PM Mass (Sybil Nazareth (d) Arlene Gomes & Famiy) 5:30 PM Mass (Moueen Kalach (d) The Ishak Family)
Wednesday (Office Closed) Dec. 26, 2018
Readings: Acts 6.8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22 To View the Online Calendar: www.stmarktampa.org/schedule

8:30 AM Mass (Vocations) To Make Room Scheduling Requests: RoomSchedule@stmarktampa.org

Pray for Our Heroes Get Well Prayers
Iris Vega, Jayden Col Obergon, Joshua Gomes,
Brian Artienda Jacob Meier Elvira Condillac, Norma Kleer, Karen Uhlig
Ulio & Francosco Arocho Yerandy Molina
Morgan Boruty Merridith Morrison
Tanya Buckley Brandon Nidasio Dearly Departed
*Ron Caputo Ismael A. Olivo-Alvarez Jose Luis Jimenez Jr.
Neal Cheramie Anthony Orcajo
Ryan Clisset Christopher Parkes Please send your requests to Prayers@stmarktampa.org
Tyler Emerick James Phillips
*Jorge Farchakh Paul Pita
i Christopher A. Garcia Daniel Sabarese

| g,ﬁ@ *lan Garia *Cory Singleton

Andrew Gephart *Justin Singleton Sanctuary Candle
Robert Kevin Howell Maura Stepanski
Woodards Kyle Howell Nicholas Stiegler Burns the week of December 23rd
*Bryan Hunt Tiffany Stiegler in Memory of Manuel Echegara & Ernesto Vargas
*Ryan lrwin Ana Maria Vargas by The Family
. Mark Kieweg *Camilo Andres Vargas
No Photo Harold La Rock Disney Velez
Jason Larson Khlry White Mass Intentions
~Antonio Lopez Daniel Woodard Mass Intention Book for next year is here; [t
Marc Mainguy Steven Woodard | isit the Parish Office t t

Jack Manning Robert Woodards please visit (ne Fans Ice 1o reques

your Mass Intentions for 2019.




Advent is over... now season of Christmas begins

With the fourth Sunday of Advent, our preparation to celebrate the birth of the Lord is concluded, and we start a new season to celebrate the Nativity of Christ that
will extend for a couple of more weeks. It was considered in the past that Christmas ended on January 6th, with the celebration of the Epiphany of the Lord, but it really
goes beyond that date, until the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord.

The traditional song “the twelve days of Christmas” may not be always accurate. There are years in which the season of Christmas may last fewer than twelve days,
while in others, more than twelve. This year, for example, Christmas season will close with the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord will fall on January 13th. For this
reason, Christmas season will last this time twenty days!

We celebrate the birth of our Lord some 2,000 years ago. Jesus, the Messiah, is the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies. During the Advent season we heard
some of these prophecies and today we hear another. The First Reading for Christmas Day comes from Isaiah, the greatest of the Old Testament prophets (greatness
being measured by the volume of their writings). Isaiah was a gifted writer, rhetorician, and poet, and much of his popularity was gained by his talent with words.

For this solemnity, we also hear the prologue of John’s gospel. Toward the middle of the text to be proclaimed, we read:

«...and the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us...»

Flesh is not evil, but it is transitory, mortal, imperfect. At first glance, this is incompatible with God. This is the mystery of the incarnation, by which the Eternal Word
took on our exact human nature, becoming one with us in everything but sin.

«...and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth...»

Though the Word concealed His glory in becoming flesh, the Gospel is witness to its having been perceived by men. John the Evangelist has reached the climax of
his introduction in speaking of the Word become flesh, he never again calls Him the Word: the gospel is testimony not to the Eternal Word, but the Word become flesh,
Jesus the Christ, Son of God.

Today's children of Bethlehem

If we clip back the story to its biblical and historical core, removing the stable, the animals, the cherub-like angels, and the inn - with what are we left? The Jesus of
history was a child of a Jewish family living under a foreign regime. He was born into a family living away from home and his family fled from a king who sought to kill
him because he posed a political threat.

The Jesus story, in its historical context, is one of human terror and divine mercy, of human abuse and divine love. It is a story that claims God became human in the
form of one who is vulnerable, poor and displaced in order to unveil the injustice of tyrannical power.

While there is nothing wrong with the devotional piety of Christian tradition, a white-washed nativity scene risks missing the most radical aspects of the Christmas
story. The Jesus described in the Bible had more in common with the children who today live in Bethlehem, than the majority of us, regular churchgoers. Like most of
children of Bethlehem, He too was a brown-skinned baby whose Middle-Eastern family was displaced due to terror and political turmail.

Christmas, in the Christian tradition, is a celebration of God becoming human as a gift of love, and we listen to carols, exchange presents and meals, decorate our
homes and streets and use to say that it's “my favorite time of the year.” But if we nostalgically focus on one baby whilst ignoring the numerous babies who suffer
around the world due to politics, religion and poverty, we miss the entire point of the Christmas story. Let us remember in our prayers and in our generosity those mil-
lions of children, represented by the children in Bethlehem (and Syria) in year 2018, who struggle and cannot feel any difference in their tragic lives between these days
and the rest of the year.

El Adviento ha terminado ... ahora comienza el tiempo de Navidad

Con el cuarto domingo de Adviento, nuestra preparacion para celebrar el nacimiento del Sefior ha concluido y comenzamos una nueva temporada para celebrar la
Natividad de Cristo que se extendera por un par de semanas mas. En el pasado, se consideré que la Navidad terminaba el 6 de Enero, con la celebracion de la Epi-
fania del Sefior, pero realmente va méas alla de esa fecha, hasta la celebracion del Bautismo del Sefior.

La cancion tradicional "Los doce dias de Navidad" puede no ser siempre precisa. Hay afios en que el tiempo de Navidad puede durar menos de doce dias, mientras
que en otros, mas de doce. Este afio, por ejemplo, la Navidad cerrara con la celebracion del Bautismo del Sefior, el 13 de Enero. Por esta razén, la Navidad durara
jveinte dias!

Celebramos el nacimiento de nuestro Sefior hace unos 2,000 afios. JesUs, el Mesias, es el cumplimiento de las profecias del Antiguo Testamento. Durante el Advi-
ento escuchamos algunas de estas profecias y hoy escuchamos otra mas. La primera lectura para el dia de Navidad proviene de Isaias, el mas grande de los profetas
del Antiguo Testamento (la grandeza se mide por el volumen de sus escritos). Isaias era un escritor talentoso, retorico y poeta, y gran parte de su popularidad es por su
talento al manejar las palabras.

Para esta solemnidad, también escuchamos el prologo del evangelio de Juan. Hacia la mitad del texto a proclamar, leemos:

«... y el Verbo se hizo carne y habito entre nosotros...»

La carne no es mala, pero es transitoria, mortal, imperfecta. A primera vista, esto es incompatible con Dios. Este es el misterio de la encarnacion, mediante el cual el
Verbo Eterno tomé nuestra naturaleza humana, convirtiéndose en uno igual a nosotros en todo menos en el pecado.

«... y contemplamos su gloria, la gloria del Hijo tnico del Padre, llena de gracia y de verdad ...»

Aunque la Palabra oculté su gloria al hacerse carne, el Evangelio es testigo de que ha sido percibido por los hombres. Juan el evangelista ha alcanzado el climax de
su introduccion al hablar de la Palabra hecha carne, nunca més lo llama “la Palabra™: el evangelio no es testimonio de la Palabra eterna, sino de "que la Palabra se hizo
carne, Jesus el Cristo, Hijo de Dios.

Los nifios de hoy en Belén.

Si reducimos la historia a su n{icleo biblico e histérico, eliminando el establo, los animales, los angeles con forma de querubines y la posada, ¢,con qué nos queda-
mos? El JesUs de la historia era hijo de una familia judia que vivia bajo un régimen extranjero. Nacié en una familia que tuvo que irse a vivir lejos de casa y su familia
huyo de un rey que buscaba matarlo porque representaba una amenaza politica.

La historia de JesUs, en su contexto historico, es una de terror humano y misericordia divina, de abuso humano y amor divino. Es una historia que afirma que Dios
se hizo humano en la forma de alguien que es vulnerable, pobre y desplazado, para desvelar la injusticia del poder tiranico.

Si bien la piedad devocional de la tradicion cristiana no tiene nada de malo, una escena de nacimiento adornada corre el riesgo de perder los aspectos méas radi-
cales de la historia de Navidad. El JesUs descrito en la Biblia tenia mé&s en comun con los nifios que hoy viven en Belén, que la mayoria de nosotros, los feligreses ha-
bituales. Como la mayoria de los nifios de Belén, EI también era un bebé de piel morena cuya familia del Medio Oriente fue desplazada debido al terror y la agitacion
politica.

La Navidad, en la tradicion cristiana, es una celebracion de que Dios se ha vuelto humano como un regalo de amor, y escuchamos villancicos, intercambiamos rega-
los y comidas, decoramos nuestros hogares y calles y decimos que es “mi época favorita del afio”. Pero si nos enfocamos nostalgicamente en un precioso bebé mien-
tras ignoramos a los numerosos bebés que sufren en todo el mundo debido a la politica, la religion y la pobreza, nos perdemos todo el sentido de la historia de
Navidad. Recordemos en nuestras oraciones y en nuestra generosidad a los millones de nifios, representados por los nifios en Belén (y de Siria) en el afio 2018, que
luchan y no pueden sentir ninguna diferencia en sus vidas tragicas entre estos dias y el resto del afio.



To date only $156,154 has been paid from

Please help us meet our commitment
to our diocese by the end of this year.

. Sercing

324 generous parishioners toward J e,
St. Mark’s 2018 Annual Pastoral Appeal &
leaving us with a balance of $150,772
which needs to be paid to meet Annual
this year’s responsibility of $307,226. Pastoral

gpetinE Frare,

Appeal

]

Thank you in advance for your generosity!

Following Mary's example, we must shelter hope in our hearts and
cultivate that which has been entrusted to us for this generation
and those to follow. Let us Rejoice in Hope and recommit
ourselves to Christ’s mission of spreading the gospel message to
those who seek Him through our gifts to the Annual Pastoral
Appeal (APA).

Thank you to our parishioners who have participated in the APA
this year, helping our diocesan church extend Christ’s love and
mercy. Your generosity is a blessing to those we serve.

If you have not yet made a gift to the Annual Pastoral Appeal,
please consider completing the form below and retuming it in
the collection basket or to the parish office prior to December
31st. Please remember, no gift is too small and is greatly
appreciated. A gift of any size will not only help our parish
achieve goal, but will also help us empower works of mercy in
our parishes, schools and throughout the Diocese of 5t.
Petersburg.

Please cut and return your donation to the offertory basket or the Parish Office. Thank you!

Mame: Please note:
Address:
City, State, Fip: - All donors with a balance
due will be sent monthly
Parish Name: reminder statements
Parish City:
- Make checks payable to
Gift Amount: Annual Pastoral Appeal
O $500.00 O $300.00 O $250.00
O 5100.00 O Other:& - Visit www.dosp.org to make

your gift via credit card
Amount enclosed: 5
- Questions or information
Balance due: 5 needed? Call 727-344-1611



Wed., Jan. 2, 2019
Bowling Cancelled

Fri., Jan. 4, 2019

First Friday Mass at 8:30AM for Norma Flacquer,
aformer member as requested by SMARTS.
Breakfast to follow at First Watch — Optional.
Contact: Fred Hendel at 813-782-1687 or
mfhendel@verizon.net

Mon.,, Jan. 7, 2019

Mini Golf at Plantation Palms Golf Club — 11:00AM
23253 Plantation Palms Blvd. Land O'Lakes, FL -
Contact: Margaret Menke at

813-866-1434 or insanity19166@gmail.com

Tues., Jan. 8, 2019

Card Social at St. Mark’s 11:00 — 3:00 PM.
Contact: Elaine King at 813-388-9196 or
eaking@ptd.net

Wed., Jan. 9, 2019

SMARTS Meeting in The Venetian at St. Mark's
At 11:00AM. Come early for sign-ins. Contact: Bob
Stucker at rjstucker@verizon.net or 813-783-3507

Tues., Jan. 15, 2019

Billiards at Peabody's on Amberly Drive at
11:00AM. Pool is free if you buy lunch.
Contact: Roger Menke at 813-866-1434

or rogmenke@netzero.net

Wed., Jan. 16, 2019
Game Day to be held at St. Mark's— 11:00AM
Contact: Marlene Lawson at 813-991-4445

Mon., Jan. 21, 2019

Mini Golf at Plantation Palms Golf Club - 11:00AM
23253 Plantation Palms Blvd. Land O’Lakes, FL -
Contact: Margaret Menke at

813-866-1434 or insanity19166@gmail.com

Tues., Jan. 22, 2019

Card Social at St. Mark's 11:00 — 3:00 PM.
Contact: Elaine King at 813-388-9196 or
eaking@ptd.net

Wed., Jan. 23, 2019

Bowling — AMF University Lanes — Start 11:00AM
13109 N. 56t Street, Temple Terrace

Contact: Roger or Margaret Menke at 813-866-
1434 or rogmenke@netzero.net
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Connec'Now My Own Church

Our Food Pantry Needs Your Help!

St.Vincent de Paul

+
% v The Red Wagon Collection This Week is:
2 ‘ Jelly (Plastic Jars)

Neightors helping neigntors” plagge drop off at the Wagon near the church entrance

before all Masses.
Thank you for your continued support!
If you would like to volunteer to help distribute food at our food pantry please
go to: www.stmarktampa.org/FoodPantrySchedule
to check the schedule for vacant dates & send an email to:
smpantry@gmail.com with the vacant date(s) you would like to volunteer.
FYI... the nearest SVDP Thrift Store is located at
12310 N. Nebraska Ave in Tampa. (813) 977-7057.

View our Entertaining St. Mark “Say Yes” Lip Sync Video
Like our St. Mark the Evangelist Facebook page and SHARE our video
with all of your Facebook contacts in order to spread the our St. Mark LOVE!
www.facebook.com/stmarktampa
Not a Facebook user? Just click on the Facebook icon at the top of our
website homepage and scroll down to view it! www.stmarktampa.org

Baptism Preparation Ministry Looking for Stewards
If you have the desire to share the teachings of our Catholic faith with parents
and godparents that have decided to baptize their children, then this may be the
calling from God to say YES! You should feel comfortable leading a group and
most importantly, spreading Jesus’ love and joy. Pray, discern, and if YES is
your answer, then please contact Vivian Sola, Baptism Preparation Ministry
Coordinator. Email: leader-baptismministry@stmarktampa.org

Many Thanks from KOC Assembly 3036 and Council 12956

Faithful Navigator Pat Fahey and Grand Knight Luis Arroyo wish to extend
a heartfelt and huge “Thank You!” to the St Mark Parish family for their kindness

and generosity for contributing to our Veteran’'s Day Appreciation Collection.

The entire amount of the $2200 received, plus an additional $800 from the

Knights, provided $3000 in direct support of our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and
Marines who are recovering at the James A. Haley Veterans Hospital from

injuries sustained in combat. Kudos St Mark parishioners!!

Marriage Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving with Bishop Parkes
will take place at the Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle on Sun, Feb 10th at
3pm. This event honors couples throughout the diocese who will celebrate 25,
50 or more years of marriage during the 2019 calendar year. Please RSVP to
the Jennifer in the Parish Office (813) 907-7746 by Thurs, Jan 24th.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend - January 25-27
The next WWME will be at the Oldsmar Hilton Gardens Hotel Jan 25-27. Space
IS limited, so apply early! More information:flwc-wwme.org or 813-270-7832.

Join the 5t. Mark Pilgrimage - 9/23 to 10/7/2019
to Germany, Austria / Vienna & Medjugorje -where we will visit both religious & tourist sites. In
Medjugorje we will stay with lvan, the visionary and attend daily apparitions in his private chapel

Join for both weeks for $5,999 or join only in Medjugorije for $2,994

Led by Parishoner, Mary Seaman
at1-707-799-5163
email:

nursingsuccess@icloud.com

A Spiritual Director from the parish will accompany us throughout the tour.
For Complete Tour Info: Pick up a Brochure in the Social Narthax of the Church or go to
www.pilgrimages.com/stmarkchurch
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Faith Formation & Youth Ministry

Faith Formation Spotlight: Merry Christmas!
There is no Faith Formation until January 13th.
We wish you a Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year!

Ask Jared: How do | know
I’'m part of God’s family?

As proof that you are children,
God sent the spirit of his Son into
our hearts, crying out, “Abba, Fa-
ther!” (Galatians 4:6)

God sends the Holy Spirit to us in
many ways, but primarily through
the sacraments of Baptism and
Confirmation. More than anything
else, it is in the sacrament of Bap-
tism that we become children of
God (see paragraph 1243 of the
Catechism of the Catholic Church

BEACON & Lighthouse 2:42

All 6th - 12th graders are invited to BEACON and Light-
house 2:42, though a completed 2018-2019 Registration
Form is required. The next time we meet is January 16.

and Galatians 3:26-27). You can know beyond all Mass Attendance
doubt that you are part of God's family because of First Communicants, please remember to put your orange
your Baptism. Mass Attendance slips into the offertory baskets when you

attend Mass. Going to Mass is an important part of being

The power of the sacraments is that they truly change Catholic and Sacrament Preparation.

something or someone at the very core of existence.
Just as ordinary bread and wine become the Body
and Blood of Jesus Christ in the celebration of the
Eucharist, you became a child of God through the cel-
ebration of your Baptism. This sacrament is so power-

ful that even if someone stops attending Mass, stops Flapjack Fundraiser at Applebee’s

believing in God, and stops identifying as a Catholic, St. Mark Youth Ministry is hosting a Flapjack Fundraiser at
his or her membership in the Church and status as a our local Applebee's on Saturday, January 26! The profits
child of God never go away. No sin and no choice by from this fun and delicious event will help several of our
any human being can undo what God does through youth attend summer trips. You must pre-purchase your
the celebration of Baptism. You will always have a ticket (only $7 for a delicious pancake breakfast!) in the
home in the Church no matter what. Faith Formation Office or directly from one of the teens

who is participating in the trip.

Please Like & Share our gy |

St. Mark “Say Yes” & AL\/\/ZEO'PEN

Lip Sync Video on our :

St. Mark the Evangelist
Facebook Page!

~ For our 2019 Year of Learning, i
our Adult Faith Enrichment Ministry :
Presents !

FORONENIGHTONLY

A Year-Long Series of speakers, community,
and One stop Nights to experience the
Catholic Faith in a new light!

www.facebook.com/stmarktampa

TShirts For Sale =
The shirts designed by |
our Youth Ministry teens
& voted on by you are
here! Visit us in the Faith
Formation Office to buy
your very own Special
Edition St. Mark the

Evangelist TShirt. mr .

No commitment! No fee!
Just Faith & Fellowship

St. Mark

the Evangelist
Catholic Church

Be on the lookout for
announcements of dates soon!



Giving Technologies: Square Kiosk & Text to Give

Square Kiosk Giving - via Debit/Credit Card located at the Information Desk in the Social Narthex.
Text To Give - via Smartphone - Dial 813-296-5116.

The first time you do this, please text your donation amount, (ex: 25 which will result in a $25 donation). A return text will
be sent back to you immediately requesting you to set up your giving info. Once complete, you will receive a confirma-
tion text stating, “ Successful Registration and Donation”.

For future Text To Give donations, you only need to text the dollar amount you wish to donate and the name of the fund
you wish to donate to. Available Fund Names: Offertory, Capital Campaign, APA.
Examples of what you would text: 10 offertory or 5 capital campaign.
After texting your donation amount & fund name, you will receive a confirmaion text stating “Your giving was successful”.

To Get Your 2018

2 Year End Contribution Deadline
Contribution Connec'Nb‘w! My Own Church for 2018 Statements

Statements

Emailed December 31st by 5pm

If you are over 70 2 and have an IRA or similar retirement account you are required to take annual distributions prescribed by the IRS.
These distributions are then taxed at your ordinary income tax rate.
A new law was passed on 12/15/2015 allowing you to contribute any part of your IRA including these required distributions to St. Mark
TAX FREE!
Example: If you contribute $5000 from your IRA to St. Mark and are in a 20% tax bracket, the church receives the $5000
and you save $1000 in taxes. A WIN-WIN for both the church and the parishioner!
If you want to contribute from your 2018 required annual distribution or even from your current IRA,
instruct your IRA custodian to make the check out to: St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church.
They can either send it to you or directly to the church.
This is a great way to fulfill your pledge and/or contribute your annual offering in a lump sum.
Questions: please contact Val at 813-508-2735

Great gift idea! The Beauty of St. Mark Photo Book
Autographed by Father David

On sale now - Gift Shop or Parish Office

12" x 12" Hard cover 25 full color pages

Pay via cash, credit or debit at the Parish Office,

Gift Shop or on our website www.stmarktampa.org

1 for $45 each, 2 for $40 each ($80), 3 for $35 each ($105), 4 or more for $30

Che Venetian Svent Center ATTENTION HOLIDAY
e o el e ONLINE SHOPPERS:
Did you know you can support St. Mark

while you shop online?

Click on the black Amazon link box located
on our website www.stmarktampa.org
for all of your online shopping.

We get a percentage of all sales
purchased through the link our site.

It’s a great way to support St. Mark

: at no cost to you!

Events@The VenetianTampa.co )
813-995-7480 Search New and Used

amazon.com.




{22st Annual Golf Tournament

Sunday, March 10th, 2019
REGISTRATION FORM

Qty

Description Price Total Price

- ‘m”"‘ o Single Player $150
‘Golfer’in Your Life! Foursome $600
Super Ticket $S30
Hunter’s Green Extra Dinner Tickets (No Golf) $30
Golf & Country Club Exclusive Hole Sponsor $1,000
Hole Sponsor/New Sign $250
18101 Longwater Run Drive Hole Sponsor/Repeat Sign $200
Tampa, Florida 33647 Platinum Tournament Sponsor $10,000
Gold Tournament Sponsor $8,000
Silver Tournament Sponsor $6,000
Bronze Tournament Sponsor $4,000
Driving Range Sponsor $2,000
Putting Green Sponsor $2,000
Beat The Priest T-Shirt Sponsor $1,000
Golf Towel Sponsor $1,000
Trophy Sponsor $1,000
Golf Hat Sponsor $1,000
| cannot attend but can donate $$$ amount
GRAND TOTAL:
Please let us know if you will be joining us for dinner Y N
Are you a member of Hunters Green Golf & CC? Y N

All levels of players welcome!

Name/Company Name:
Check in & free range balls : 11:00am

Shotgun Start: 12:30pm Address:
City: State: Zip:
Immediately after the tournament: Email:
Dinner, Live Auction Name of Each Player on your Team:
and Awards Ceremony. 1)
Name Phone or Email Address

Register on this form and return

. . 2)
t? the Parish Office Name Phone or Email Address

or Register and PAY ONLINE!! 3)
from our website homepage Name Phone or Email Address

www.stmarktampa.org 4)
Name Phone or Email Address

Tournament Chairman: Joe Cangi
For more info contact Val:
813-508-2735

Make checks payable to St. Mark the Evangelist.

Registration forms and checks are to be mailed or dropped off to:
9724 Cross Creek Blvd, Tampa, FL 33647. Attn: GOLF

To pay by credit card, indicate card type:

Please ioin us Visa___ Mastercard ___ Discover ___ American Express ___
d J | Total Amount to Charge $
elowsniy andood Card Number

Security Code: Signature:
Name and Address for Card Billing:

to raise money to pay
off our beautiful
New Church!




Y ya llega el momento

«Bendita tu entre las mujeres y bendito el fruto de
tu seno; y ¢de donde a mi que la madre de mi
Seiior venga a mi? Lucas 1:39-45

Termina el Adviento en el que hemos puesto nuestros
cinco sentidos para vivirlo, y por fin empieza la cuenta
atras para el nacimiento del Mesias. Acercarnos a su
nacimiento es acercarnos a Maria, acercarnos a su fe
y a sus vivencias como madre.

Ella siente la alegria como toda madre, ante el
inminente nacimiento de su hijo, ademas, ella sabe que

e - no es un hijo como cualquier otro hijo. EI su hijo, es el
hijo del AItlSlmo es el Amor supremo hecho nifio para estar entre los hombres.

Maria sabe que es la madre del Salvador. El viene a liberarnos de la pesada carga del pecado, nos dara
la libertad y nos ensefara cdmo es el amor de Dios y cuan cercano a nosotros esta. Sabe que ha sido
bendecida, ensalzada, elegida, glorificada, porque a través de ella Cristo nacera.

Maria es modelo de fe para nosotros, de adhesion, su “Si” fue sin reservas, dejandose llevar en todo
momento por la palabra de Dios.

Nosotros deberiamos reflexionar como es nuestra fe, si realmente estamos adheridos a la forma de vida
que JesUs nos ofrece 0 nos conformamos con decirnos cristianos sin estar comprometidos con el mundo
en que vivimos.

Mirémonos en Maria, ella al igual que Abraham fundamento su fe en la aceptacion de lo que Dios le iba
anunciando y hasta en este momento tan especial fue servicial, no dudé en viajar para estar junto a su

prima Isabel, embarazada como ella.

“La Navidad es el gozo de recibir a Jesus, disfrutenla”

IV Domingo de Adviento

"He aqui la esclava del Sefior,
hagase en mi segiin tu Palabra™ Lec. 1, 38

Tercer Domingo de Adviento: La Anunciacién

Para empezar: En el nombre del Padre y del Hijo y del
Espiritu Santo. Amén.

Se encienden las tres velas de los domingos anteriores
recordando cémo se fue haciendo la luz para los hom-
bres en la promesa de salvacién, en la alianza con Noé
y la alianza con Moisés. Se apagan las luces y se lee la
siguiente explicacion basada en el pasaje de La anunci-
acion de San Lucas 1, 26-38:

Con el mensaje que el angel lleva a Maria se hace
realidad la promesa de salvacion a los hombres. Gracias
a su "si" se pudieron llevar a cabo los planes de dios
para el mundo.

Vela: Se enciende la cuarta vela que representa la
llegada de Cristo a los corazones.
Oracion: Sefior, te pedimos nos ayudes a estar siempre

dispuestos a dar un "si" a lo que nos pidas en nuestras
vidas.

Para reflexionar: Hacer algunas preguntas relaciona-
das con la lectura anterior: ; Como hemos cumplido con
lo que Dios nos ha mandando en nuestras vidas? ;Qué
tanto hemos aceptado la voluntad de Dios en nuestras
vidas?

¢ Estamos dispuestos a dar un si alo que Dios nos pida?

Propdsitos: Después de la reflexion anterior, cada mi-
embro de la familia puede decir cudles son sus propdsi-
tos para mejorar en la semana.

Para terminar: Te damos gracias, Sefior, por haber
enviado a tu Hijo a salvarnos y por darnos una Madre en
el Cielo. Amén.

Para cantar: "Dijo que si Maria"

Dijo que si Maria, cuando al amanecer
pudo ofrecer su casa al Santo de Israel.
Era un jardin la Virgen, Dios quiso ser clavel,
nunca mi pobre tierra, fuera tan buen vergel.
todo quiere hacerse vida.

Jelly (frascos de pla‘stmor

de comer al* neéesﬂad

‘iDios te bendiga =
por tu gener03|dad'

La Tlendlta de St. Mark
Tenemos el regalo perfecto
para Primera Comunion,

- Confirmacion, Graduacion.

Precios razonables
y de esta manera
contribuyes con la Iglesia.



Se llamara “Enmanuel”
Que significa “Dios con Nosotros”

«José, hijo de David, no tengas reparo en llevarte a Maria, tu
mujer, porque la criatura que hay en ella viene del Espiritu
Santo. Dara a luz un hijo, y tu le pondras por nombre Jesus,
porque él salvara a su pueblo de los pecados.» Mateo 1:18-24

Dios se hace presenciacada dia en nosotros, en nuestro mundo.
No pertenece a nadie, ni a ninguna religién. Dios es de todos sus
hijos, de los que le invocan y de los que no, porque Dios habita en
el corazo6n de todo ser humano. Nos acomparia en nuestros gozo
y en nuestras penas. Dios es amor y bendicion. Pero para ser
conscientes de que Dios esta con nosotros, debemosbuscar el
silencio interior, ahi escucharemos su voz, encontraremos su
rostro y sentiremos su amor incondicional. A partir de ese
momento nos daremos cuenta de que no estamos
solos.;,Cuantos de nosotros caemos en la cuenta? siempre
andamos en el ruido y las prisas. Cuando todos nos dan la

espalda, EL esta ahi; en la afliccién su consuelo nos ayuda a
levantarnos. En la debilidad nos sostiene y anima.




