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2 NTHOLIC CHURGH

To invite all
on our journcy to:

Learn
Orar (pray)
GiVe

Evangelize

U sne Welcome!

If you are a visitor,
we hope you will find our bulletin
to be a reflection of
our vibrant and
spirit filled parish,
and that you will consider
becoming part ol our [amily!

T'o join us,
please register online at
www.stmark(ampa.org/join
or call the Parish Office at

813-907-7746.

For more information,
visit our website at
www.stmarktampa.org




Pastor

Rev. Richard Jankowski |
FrRichard@stmarktampa.org

Assisting Deacons
Deacon Moises Gutierrez
DeaconMoises@stmarktampa.org

Deacon Jose Moronta
DeaconJMoronta@stmarktampa.org

Deacon Scott Paine
DeaconScott@stmarktampa.org

Deacon Hector Rios
DeaconHector@stmarktampa.org

Opén durlng Parish Hours

Exposmon of the Blessed Sacrament
_First Wednesday of Month: 9 AM - 7:30 PM
- Followed by Benediction at 7:30 PM

“Slgn Out Reqmred ln AV Roomﬁ S

To find out more information about our many ministries Baptism

or to contact the ministry leader visit our website: Please call (813) 907-7746 to sign up
www.stmarktampa.org/ministries for required pre-baptism classes.
Or contact our Ministry Coordinator at Brochures, forms, and sponsor letters can

mstrickland@stmarktampa.org be found online at: stmarktampa.org/baptism.

Marriage
Couples planning their marriage should call
(813) 907-7746 ext. 317 at least six months
prior to their wedding date in order to complete
their pre-marital assessment, discernment,
and marriage preparation enrichment.

Enjoy Catholic content (like Netflix!) all in one place!

Go to https://formed.org/ - Choose “I'm a Parishioner of a Parish”
next type in our name: “St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church”
and then out of the many St. Mark the Evangelist parishes...

choose the one with our address . ? f
(9724 Cross Creek Blvd, Tampa, FL 33647). For info go to: stmarktampa.org/marriage.

That's all there is to it! ' pownloatantie RCIA

App Store Adults, older children, or teens who have not

been baptized, or have been baptized in another
Christian Community, who desire to enter into
www.facebook.com/stmarktampa full communion with the Catholic Church,
please call (813) 907-7746 ext. 317.
For info go to: stmarktampa.org/RCIA

www.instagram.com/StMarkLOVE First Communion & Confirmation
. Adults who have been baptized, but have not
Www'mStagram’coml WeAreStMark received their First Communion and/or Confirmation,
should call (813) 907-7746 ext. 317.
Children and Teens: Students must attend
two consecutive years. Preparation in the parish
is necessary for the sacraments
(even for those at parochial schools).
Brochures and forms can be picked up at the
Parish Office or found online at:
stmarktampa.org/communion or
stmarktampa.org/confirmation-1

www.pinterest.com/StMarkLOVE

www.twitter.com/@StMarkTampa

$LJO)



A e iy o S
R (AT ish Schedule & :

{.&i‘r" A R G L RSN A oL Y “ta, 2t 2 o
Sunday The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph Dec 29, 2019| [Thursday

Readings: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14, Col 3:12-21; Mt 2:13-15, 19-23
8:30 AM Mass (Jean G. Powers (d) Louise & Chris Van Glahn)
10:30 AM Mass (Parishioners of St. Mark)

Readings: 1Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28
10:00AM SMARTS Committee (John 1 & 2)
12:00PM Mass (Petrick & Montalbano Families (d) Maureen Montalbano)

12:30 PM Mass (Luis Felipe Marquez (d) Lourdes Maninez) Friday Holy Name of Jesus Jan 3, 2020
5:30 PM Mass (Jennifer Alfonzo (L) Agnes Madden) Readings: 1 Jn 2:29-3:6; Jn 1:29-34
Monday Dec 30, 2019 6:30 AM Marksmen (Mark 1)
Readings: 1Jn 2:12-17; Lk 2:36-40 8:30 AM Mass (Marlene Lawson (d) SMARTS)
12:00 PM Mass (Ronald W. Lauck (d) Cory Lauck) Saturday Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Jan 4, 2020
Tuesday Saint Sylvester I, Pope Dec 31, 2019| |Readings: 1 Jn 3:7-10; Jn 1:35-42
Readings: 1Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1: 1-18 10:00 AM Baptism (Nave)

8:30 AM Mass (Leonard Pigeon (d) Susie Benchina)

4:00 PM Mass (Louis and Ann Gerbi (d) Cam & Marilyn Verna)

4:00 PM Solemnity of Mary Vigil Mass (Amanda Martin (d) Toni Martin) ||S

unday The Epiphany of the Lord Jan 5, 2020

Office closes at noon

Readings:

Mal 3:19-20a; 2 Thes 3:7-12; Lk 21:5-19

Wednesday

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

Jan 1, 2020

In the Venetian

Readings:

Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21

3rd Annual NATIVITY SHOWCASE

10:00 AM Mass (Vocations/ Parishioners of St. Mark) (Nave)

8:30 AM Mass (Parishioners of St. Mark)

NEW YEARS DAY Office Closed

10:30 AM Mass (Olga Borreo (d) Rich & Mary Kay Fink)
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Pray for Ou

Brian Artienda

Ulio & Francisco Arocho

Morgan Boruty
*Stephen Brown
Tanya Buckley
*Ron Caputo
Neal Cheramie
Ryan Clisset
Adrian A. Cruz
Tyler Emerick
*Jorge Farchakh
Christopher A. Garcia
*lan Garia
Andrew Gephart
Kevin Howell
Kyle Howell
*Bryan Hunt
*Ryan Irwin
Mark Kieweg
Harold La Rock
Jason Larson
Robert Letzeisen Jr.
*Antonio Lopez
Jack Manning

Mark
Kieweg

*No Photo

.+ Thurs. 1/2

Heroes

11:00 AM RCIA (St. Michael the Archangel)

12:30 PM Mass (Jose Luis Jimenez (d) Linda Jimenez)

5:30 PM Mass (Vittoria M. Furlong (d) Alice Dyson)

New Year

Mon. 12/30
Tues. 12/31

Wed. 1/1

To View the Online Calendar: www.stmarktampa.org/schedule
To Make Room Scheduling Requests :
RoomSchedule@stmarktampa.org

's Week Parish Hours & Mass Times

9am - 5pm (Daily Mass at 12 noon)
9am - 12 noon (Daily Mass at 8:30am &

Vigil Mass at 4pm (English and Spanish)

Parish Office Closed

(New Year’s Day Mass at 10AM)

1/3

Jacob Meier
Yerandy Molina
Merridith Morrison
Brandon Nidasio
Kyle Novac

Ismael A. Olivo-Alvarez
Anthony Orcajo
Christopher Parkes
James Phillips
Paul Pita

Pedro Rico

Daniel Sabarese
*Cory Singleton
*Justin Singleton
Maura Stepanski
Nicholas Stiegler
Tiffany Stiegler
Ana Maria Vargas
*Camilo Andres Vargas
Disney Velez

Khiry White

Daniel Woodard
Steven Woodard
Robert Woodards

9am - 9pm (Daily Mass at 12 noon)
9am - 12 noon (Daily Mass at 8:30am)

Ashley & Ellis Lowman
Krystal Cox
Dana Mayes
Selah Feely

Ralph Fiato
Christina Feely
Fern Harhay

Sanctuary Candle

Burns the week of December 29
in Memory of Richard Larson
by Toni Martin

Please stop by the Parish Office to request a week-long Intention
for the Sanctuary Candle. Due to the surfeit of parishioner requests,
we limit one week per family. The cost is $25.

Mass Intentions

Please stop by the Parish Office to request your Mass Intentions.

Due to the surfeit of parishioner requests, only 4 Mass Intentions

will be allowed per family, one of which can be a weekend Mass.
The Mass Stipend is $20.



SOLEMNITY OF
MARY, MOTHER
OF GOD

January 1st

Solemnity of Mary Mother of God Vigil Mass
(Holy Day of Obligation)

Tuesday, December 31st
4:00PM ~ English and Spanish
(Nave/Church)

Wednesday, January 1st
10:00AM ~ English
(Nave/Church)

Connect with Us:
www.stmarktampa.org
Facebook - www.facebook.com/StMarkTampa
Instagram - www.instagram.com/StMarkLOVE
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3rd Annual Nativity Sharing *
on January 5th (Epiphany Sunday) *

During coffee & donuts
after our 8:30am, 10:30am & 12:30pm Masses

The 3 Kings will be there giving out
candy to the little ones
and it is a great photo opp!

This is a fun opportunity to share with each other
your cherished nativity sets
(old, new, handmade, cute, formal...ANY!)

To participate:

Drop off your labeled sets at the Parish Office
anytime up until Friday, January 3rd at noon
and then pick them back up anytime
during office hours the next week!

or complete the form on our websit
‘www.thevenetiantampa.com




Our remaining balance is $10,888.

St. Mark’s 2019 Annual Pastoral Appeal

. Sercing

responsibility is $294,291 PR N
which needs to be paid by the end of the year. o
Please help us meet our commitment s Annual
to our diocese by the end of this year. : Phstawal

Appeal

o

(LR

Thank you in advance for your generosity!

Following Mary's example, we must shelter hope in our hearts and
cultivate that which has been entrusted to us for this generation
and those to follow. Let us Rejoice in Hope and recommit
ourselves to Christ's mission of spreading the gospel message to
those who seek Him through our gifts to the Annual Pastoral
Appeal (APA).

Thank you to our parishioners who have participated in the APA
this year, helping our diccesan church extend Christ’s love and
mercy. Your generosity is a blessing to those we serve.

If you have not yet made a gift to the Annual Pastoral Appeal,
please consider completing the form below and retuming it in
the collection basket or to the parish office prior to December
31st. Please remember, no gift istoo small and is greatly
appreciated. A gift of any size will not only help our parish
achieve goal, but will also help us empower works of mercy in
our parishes, schools and throughout the Diocese of St.
Petersburg.

Please cut and return your donation to the offertory basket or the Parish Office. Thank you!

Mame: Please note:
Address:
City, State, Fip: - All donars with a balance
due will be sent monthly
Parish Name: reminder statements
Parish City:
- Make checks payable to
Gift Amount: Annual Pastaral Appeal
0 $500.00 O $300.00 0 $250.00
O 510000 3 oOther:s - Visit www.dospoorg to make

yvour gift via credit card
Amount enclosed: 5
- Questions or information
Balance due: 5 needed? Call 727-344-1611




ur Monthly St. Mark Financial Information analwys be found on our website at
https:/istmarktampa.org/finances

or
Go to our homepage www.stmarktampa.org > About Us > Financial Summary

that we receive

Thank you ALL for your continual generosity!

Please note that all END OF THE YEAR contributions
must be postmarked on or before Tuesday, December 31st
or hand delivered to the Parish Office
before NOON on Tuesday, December 31st.

God Bless!

If you arover 70 % ad have a I or simiIr retiement acount you ar required to take annual distributios prescribed by the IRS. 7
These distributions are then taxed at your ordinary income tax rate.

A new law was passed on 12/15/2015 allowing you to contribute any part of your IRA including these required distributions to St. Mark
TAXFREE! Example: If you contribute $5000 from your IRA to St. Mark and are in a 20% tax bracket, the church receives the $5000
and you save $1000 in taxes. A WIN-WIN for both the church and the parishioner!

If you want to contribute from your 2019 required annual distribution or even from your current IRA, instruct your IRA custodian to make the check
out to: St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church. They can either send it to you or directly to the church.

This is a great way to fulfill your pledge and/or contribute your annual offering in a lump sum. Questions: contact Val at 813-508-2735



The 2020 Year to GIVE presents,
FOR ONE NIGHT ONLY...

DEACGON
HECTOR RIOS

Kickoff the St Mark Year to
Give with a special evening
with the parish’s newest
clergy member on the
spirit and stewardship of
Generosity & Theology

Bring an open heart and a
willingness to learn.

Tuesday January 7th, 2020
7pm Luke 1&2 Classrooms

Messiah
Almighty

;A For more info or questions, email Will at
=on of Usnd

echoapprentice@stmarktampa.org

:I_JI‘EIH‘J," of :I‘I eHLT

Check out the USCCB.org for up-to-date news and literature on cur-
rent stories involving the Church in America and the world, as well as
daily readings for Mass.

Download some awesome Catholic Apps for your SMARTPHONE:
iBreviary (for prayers, readings, and Liturgy of the Hours)
LAUDETE (for prayers, readings, and Liturgy of the Hours)
FORMED App (for downloading offline Catholic movies, series, and audiobooks)

Be on the lookout for the 2020 FOR ONE NIGHT ONLY Series
Continuing this January. Our first featured presenter will be our very
own Deacon Hector Rios!!

Join us as we discover the stewardship of generosity in 2020!



The Feast of the Holy Family... and the 4th Commandment
After the birth of Jesus, the family of Joseph and Mary is now complete, and we may call it “holy”. The celebration of
a feast dedicated to the Holy Family began in the 17th century. There are solid biblical foundations for it, and this
family represents the ideal domestic church. In 1921 Pope Benedict XV established the devotion and feast of the

Holy Family to promote a healthy family life. This feast is celebrated on the Sunday after Christmas (or on the 30th
if Christmas falls on Sunday).

In the book of Exodus we read the Fourth Commandment, ““Honor your father and your mother, that your days may
be long...”. But in the Book of Sirach, the passage read on the First Reading promises even more:

«... He who honors his father atones for sins... For kindness to a father will not be forgotten, it will serve as
a sin offering...»

Israelite wisdom, like the wisdom of other peoples, was the product of the scribal schools and the scribal class. Wis-
dom is achieved by advice and education and the young man is frequently admonished to accept tutoring.

The wise man accepts correction and instruction, he is always learning, while the fool refuses to learn. Israelite wis-
dom was rooted by its relation to faith in God, the source and origin of all wisdom. Wisdom is a treasure which men
cannot discover, for it is found only with God, who grants it to men.

This explains why today in the First Reading we’ve heard Sirach telling us that fidelity to parents (the 4th command-
ment) is also fidelity to God and will please God in such way that sins will be atoned.

*k*%

La fiesta de la Sagrada Familia ... y el cuarto mandamiento

Después del nacimiento de Jesus, la familia de José y Maria ahora esta completa, y podemos llamarla "sagrada".
La celebracion de una fiesta dedicada a la Sagrada Familia comenzé en el siglo XVII. Hay fundamentos biblicos
solidos para esto, y esta familia representa la iglesia doméstica ideal. En 1921, el Papa Benedicto XV establecio la
devocién y la fiesta de la Sagrada Familia para promover una vida familiar saludable. Esta fiesta se celebra el do-
mingo después de Navidad (o el 30 de diciembre si la Navidad cae el domingo).

En el libro de Exodo leemos el Cuarto Mandamiento, "Honra a tu padre y a tu madre, para que tus dias sean largos
...". Pero en el Libro de Sirac, el pasaje leido en la primera lectura promete ain mas:

El que honra a su padre expia los pecados ... Porque la bondad hacia un padre no sera olvidada, servira
como una ofrenda por el pecado ..."

La sabiduria israelita, como la sabiduria de otros pueblos, fue el producto de las escuelas y la clase de los es-
cribas. La sabiduria se logra mediante consejos y educacion, y el joven es frecuentemente amonestado a aceptar
tutoria.

El hombre sabio acepta la correccién y la instruccion, siempre esta aprendiendo, mientras que el tonto se niega a
aprender. La sabiduria israelita se basaba en su relacién con la fe en Dios, fuente y origen de toda sabiduria. La
sabiduria es un tesoro que los hombres no pueden descubrir, ya que se encuentra solo con Dios, quien lo otorga a
los hombres.

Esto explica por qué hoy en la primera lectura hemos escuchado a Sirac decirnos que la fidelidad a los padres (el
cuarto mandamiento) también es fidelidad a Dios y agradara a Dios de tal manera que los pecados seran expiados.

This article can also be viewed in Deacon Jose's Bilingual Blog on our St. Mark website: stmarktampa.org/liturgy-reflections



NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED.
TRY US! COME TO ANY EVENTS.

Fri., Jan. 3

First Friday Mass at 8:30AM for Deceased Mem-
ber, Marlene Lawson, requested by SMARTS.
Breakfast to follow at First Watch — Optional.
Contact: Fred Hendel at 813-782-1687 or
mfhendel@verizon.net

Mon., Jan. 6

Miniature Golf at Plantation Palms Golf Club —
11:00AM - 23253 Plantation Paims Blvd. LOL
Contact: Margaret Menke at 813-866-1434 or
insanity19166@gmail.com

Tues., Jan. 7

Billiards at Peabody’s on Amberly Drive — 11:00AM
Pool is free if you buy lunch.

Contact: Roger Menke at 813-866-1434 or
rogmenke@netzero.net

Wed., Jan. 8

SMARTS Meeting in The Venetian - 11:00AM.
Come early for sign-ins.

Contact: Bob Stucker at ristucker@uverizon.net or
813-783-3507

Fri., Jan. 10

Bowling — AMF University Lanes — 11:00AM
13109 N. 56t Street, Temple Terrace.

Contact: Roger or Margaret Menke at 813-866-
1434 or rogmenke@netzero.net

Tues., Jan. 14

Card Social at St. Mark's 11:00 — 3:00 PM.
Contact: Elaine King at 813-388-9196 or
eaking@ptd.net

Wed., Jan. 15

Game Day to be held at St. Mark's — 11:00AM
Contact: Linda Klecar at 813-385-0751 or
Fran Sigle at 813-973-0843

Mon., Jan. 20

Miniature Golf at Plantation Palms Golf Club —
11:00AM - 23253 Plantation Palms Blvd. LOL
Contact: Margaret Menke at 813-866-1434 or
insanity19166@gmail.com

Tues., Jan. 21

Billiards at Peabody's on Amberly Drive - 11:00AM
Pool is free if you buy lunch.

Contact: Roger Menke at 813-866-1434 or
rogmenke@netzero.net

= |
ConneciNow | My Own Church

Our Food Pantry Needs Your Help!

l St.Vincent de Paul
%‘ “ The Red Wagon Collection This Week is:
7 . 1 b bag Rice & Canned Beans

P . ; =
Nelgnbors eloing neghbors: Plagse drop off at the wagon near the church entrance

before all Masses. Thank you for your continued support!
If you would like to volunteer to help distribute food at our food pantry
please go to: www.stmarktampa.org/FoodPantrySchedule
to check the schedule for vacant dates & send an email to:
smpantry@gmail.com with the vacant date(s) you would like to volunteer.
FYI... the nearest SVDP Thrift Store is located at
12310 N. Nebraska Ave in Tampa. (813) 977-7057.

Great Gift Idea! =

Winged Lion / L.O.V.E 300z Tumblers
(Yeti-like Insulation)

are on sale now in the Gift Shop
or at the Parish Office - $30 each

~ Sa\/éi"l'héi 'Dat’é':foryfﬁre Cblrun'"ibi'é'tte"s' 71 Oth Annual VTeér VVPrérty'
L.O.V.E. is in the Air '
February 22nd in The Venetian - Doors open at 11:00 am

Tickets: $25.00 Adults - $10 Children (5 Yrs. - 9 Yrs.)
Advance purchase required.
Available online and after all Masses starting the weekend of January 11th.
For More information:
Watch the Bulletin and Event Posts on the Parish Website and Facebook!

(AN

Attention Online Shoppers:
Click on the black Amazon link box located on our website www.stmarktampa.org
to support St. Mark while you do your online shopping.

We get a percentage of all sales purchased through the link our site.
It’s a great way to support St. Mark at no cost to you!

Search New and Used

amazon.com.




This week’s SPOTLIGHT:
No Faith Formation this week
We return January 12th!

Hoping you and your family have a
Blessed Christmas Season
& Healthy New Year!

Beacon & Lighthouse 2:42 Youth Nights!

Join us every Wednesday for High School & Middle School
Youth Night at 6:30pm All teens are welcome to attend! A
complete 2019-2020 registration form must be submitted
prior to participating. Our next night will be Jan. 15th!

YDISCIPLE MAKE-UP WORK
Please visit the Youth Ministry page on our website to lo-
cate and complete any make-up work for sessions teens
have missed over the last few months. It is important all
make-up work be submitted to Jaclyn as soon as possible
for credit towards Faith Formation completion. Any Ques-
tions? Email Jaclyn at jlreddic@stmarktampa.org

Fun Facts with Andy!

Did You Know the Bible Is A Catholic Book ?
Did you ever wonder how the Bible came into be-
ing? An easily documented fact is that the books
of the Bible were compiled by the Catholic Church.
For many years there was a debate about which
scriptural writings were inspired by God. A Cath-
olic Church councils was formed and the same 46
Old Testament and 27 New Testament books that
appear in today’s Catholic Bibles were declared to
be inspired by God. As a side note, approximately
1200 years after this decision was made, Martin
Luther and the Protestant reformers removed 7
books from the Old Testament. As a result, most
Protestant Bibles are still missing these 7 books!

Calling all Families!! Have your children create a
Nativity Scene for the St Mark Nativity Showcase!
Join us January 5th for a Nativity Showcase. Special tables
will be reserved for children to show off their own crafts and
creation of the beautiful Nativity Scene. For more informa-
tion, please contact Laura in the Faith Formation Office!

Dnate to St. a b purchsing a l
Memorial Brick
at the entrance of our beautiful new

Blessed Mary Shrine
and Rosary Garden

Each 4x8 inch brick
is a tax deductible donation
of $500 (cash or credit).

Includes engraving of 3 lines
of 13 characters each.

For more information or to purchase:
Contact Val at (813) 508-2735
or vmainguy@stmarktampa.org



Monthly Summary - Current Initiatives - Interesting Facts

INCOME & EXPENSES Operating Income Operating Expenses Operating Balance
October 2019 $133,364 $114,367 $18,997
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN Total Amount # Pledges (%) # Pledges
Outstanding Pledges $475,558 537 16%
BUILDING LOAN Beginning Balance Principal Payment Ending Balance
October 2019 $1,302,527 $71,684 $1,230,843

Annual Pastoral Appeal (APA)
Annual Fundraiser, or Appeal, to the parishioners of the Diocese of St. Petersburg (DOSP) asking them to
contribute directly to diocesan ministries and services.

Required Assessment Total Paid Balance

2019 Assessment $294,191 $283,303 $10,888

(To be paid Dec 31, 2019)

FORWARD IN FAITH

Diocesan Campaign to raise $50 million to help the catholic schools and other large capital projects that can
not be funded simply by APA.

Goal Total Paid Balance
October 2019 $746,508 $559,881 $186,627

COLLECTION SUMMARY
October 2019 - Per Week

$42,055

$29,966

Wk 1 Wk 2 Wk 3 Wk 4 Wk 1 Wk 2 Wk 3 Wk 4

B TOTALCOLLECTION [ OFFERTORY [ APA | SECOND COLLECTION SVDP
$125,083 $104,359 $10,297 $5,911 $4,515

These figures are time sensitive which changes on a monthly basis.



os quiso tener una familia!

Esta semana celebramos la fiesta de la Sagrada Familia, el mejor
proyecto de vida para la sociedad. Por ello, Jesus nace en el seno
de una familia porque la familia es el camino que conduce a la
| salvacion.

Parece que en la actualidad la familia ha perdido el norte, pero en
realidad la familia sigue siendo el pilar mas importante de la socie-
dad y de laiglesia, pero ésta se ha abierto a otros modelos de familia
~ que conviven con la familia tradicional.

| Es en la familia donde aprendemos los valores del Reino de Dios

& como el amor, el apoyo, la acogida, el compartir, la aceptacion, el

perdén, la confianza y el didlogo; estos valores hacen que la familia
sea el lugar vivo y generoso donde se viven con total altruismo.

La familia en general, y de forma especial la que se llama cristiana,
debe estar abierta a los mas necesitados, los mas débiles y faltos de
amor.

Es en la familia donde se aprende y se vive la

- fe, aprendemos a amar y aceptar a Dios y
Solemnidad - 5 sobre todo a sentirnos la gran familia de los hijos
de Santa Maria,

de Dios.
Madre de Dios

La Solemnidad de Santa Maria Madre de Dios
es la primer Fiesta Mariana que aparecio6 en la
Iglesia Occidental, su celebracion se comenzé
a dar en Roma hacia el siglo VI, probable-
mente junto con la dedicacion —el 1° de enero—
del templo “Santa Maria Antigua” en el Foro
Romano, una de las primeras iglesias marian-
as de Roma.

La antigliedad de la celebracién mariana se
constata en las pinturas con el nombre de
“Maria, Madre de Dios” (Theotokos) que han
sido encontradas en las Catacumbas o anti-
quisimos subterraneos que estan cavados de-
bajo de la ciudad de Roma, donde se reunian
los primeros cristianos para celebrar la Misa
en tiempos de las persecuciones.

Mas adelante, el rito romano celebraba el 1°
de enero la octava de Navidad, conmemoran-
do la circuncisiéon del Nifio Jesus. Tras desa-
parecer la antigua fiesta mariana, en 1931, el
Papa Pio XI, con ocasién del XV centenario
del concilio de Efeso (431), instituyé la Fiesta
Mariana para el 11 de octubre, en recuerdo de
este Concilio, en el que se proclamé solemne-
mente a Santa Maria como verdadera Madre
de Cristo, que es verdadero Hijo de Dios; pero
en la ultima reforma del calendario —luego del
Concilio Vaticano II- se trasladé la fiesta al 1
de enero, con la maxima categoria liturgica, de
solemnidad, y con titulo de Santa Maria, Ma-
dre de Dios.

L
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De esta manera, esta Fiesta Mariana encuen-
tra un marco liturgico mas adecuado en el
tiempo de la Navidad del Sefior; y al mismo
tiempo, todos los catélicos empezamos el afio
pidiendo la proteccion de la Santisima Virgen
Maria.

Precios razonables
y de esta manera
contribuyes con la Iglesia.:



Fiesta del Santisimo
Nombre de Jesus

Cada 3 de enero la Iglesia celebra el Dia del Santisimo Nombre de
Jesus. “Este es aquel santisimo nombre anhelado por los patriarcas,
esperado con ansiedad, demandado con gemidos, invocado con
suspiros, requerido con lagrimas, donado al llegar la plenitud de la
gracia”’, decia San Bernardino de Siena.

La palabra Jesus es la forma latina del griego “lesous”, que a su vez
es la transliteracion del hebreo “Jeshua” o “Joshua” o también
“Jehoshua’, que significa “Yahveh es salvacion”.

El Santisimo Nombre de Jesus comenz6 a ser venerado en las
@l ™~ celebraciones liturgicas del siglo XIV. San Bernardino de Siena y sus
e @;y discipulos propagaron el culto al Nombre de Jesus. En 1530 el Papa
: ) Clemente VIl concedié por primera vez a la Orden Franciscana la
/& celebracion del Oficio deISantisimo Nombre de Jesus.










