
All Are Welcome!

If you are a visitor, 

we hope you will find our bulletin 

to be a reflection of

our vibrant and 

spirit filled parish,

and that you will consider 

becoming part of our family! 

To join us, 

please register online at 

www.stmarktampa.org/join 

or call the Parish Office at 

813-907-7746.

For more information, 

visit our website at 

www.stmarktampa.org 

Our Mission 

To invite all 

on our journey to:

         Learn

           Orar (Pray)

                   GiVe 

                 Evangelize 

December 12, 2021  

Third Sunday of Advent



Mass Schedule

Saturday Vigil:  4:00 PM 

Sunday:  8:30  AM, 10:30 AM, 5:30 PM 

Sunday in Spanish: 12:30 PM

Monday* & Thursday:  Noon

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday:  8:30 AM

*Mondays that fall on a holiday:  8:30 AM  

Reconciliation

Saturdays 3 PM - 3:45 PM (or by appt.)

Rosary

Every weekday half hour before Mass

Chaplet of Divine Mercy

Every weekday after Mass

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Open during Parish Hours

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

First Wednesday of Month: 9 AM - 7 PM 

Closes with Benediction at  7 PM

Church Hours 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday

8 AM to 4 PM

Wednesday 8 AM - 8 PM

Friday  8 AM - Noon

Pastor

Rev. Richard Jankowski 

FrRichard@stmarktampa.org 

Assisting Deacons

Deacon Moises Gutierrez

DeaconMoises@stmarktampa.org

Deacon Jose Moronta

DeaconJMoronta@stmarktampa.org

Deacon Scott Paine

DeaconScott@stmarktampa.org 

Deacon Hector Rios 

DeaconHector@stmarktampa.org

Ministry Contacts

Sacramental Preparation

Baptism

Please call (813) 907-7746 to sign up

for required pre-baptism classes. 

Brochures, forms, and sponsor letters can

be found online at: stmarktampa.org/baptism.

Marriage

Couples planning their marriage should call

(813) 907-7746 ext. 317 at least six months

prior to their wedding date in order to complete

their pre-marital assessment, discernment,

and marriage preparation enrichment. 

For info go to: stmarktampa.org/marriage.

RCIA 

Adults, older children, or teens who have not

been baptized, or have been baptized in another

Christian Community, who desire to enter into

full communion with the Catholic Church,

please call (813) 907-7746 ext. 317. 

For info go to: stmarktampa.org/RCIA

First Communion & Confirmation 

Adults who have been baptized, but have not

received their First Communion and/or Confirmation, 

should call (813) 907-7746 ext. 317. 

Children and Teens: Students must attend

two consecutive years. Preparation in the parish

is necessary for the sacraments 

(even for those at parochial schools). 

Brochures and forms can be picked up at the

Parish Office or found online at: 

stmarktampa.org/communion or

stmarktampa.org/confirmation-1

To find out more information about our many ministries 

or to contact the ministry leader visit our website: 

www.stmarktampa.org/ministries

Or contact our Ministry Coordinator at 

mstrickland@stmarktampa.org

Sign Up Now!   www.FORMED.org
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Parish Hours 

Mon, Tues, Weds 9 AM - 4 PM

Thurs  9 AM - 8 PM

Friday  9 AM - Noon

(changes on holidays - please call)

Phone: (813) 907-7746     

Fax: (813) 907-7556

9724 Cross Creek Blvd

Tampa, FL 33647.

Website: www.stmarktampa.org   

Email: info@stmarktampa.org

Venetian Rental Info: (813) 508-2735

Events Calendar and Tickets

www.stmarktampa.org/events

Bulletin Submissions

Bulletin@stmarktampa.org

Weekly deadline: Tuesdays at 9 AM

the week prior to publication,

earlier holiday deadlines TBA

Enjoy Catholic content (like Netflix!) all in one place! 

Go to https://formed.org/ - Choose “I'm a Parishioner of a Parish” 

 next type in our name: “St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church” 

and then out of the many St. Mark the Evangelist parishes...

choose the one with our address 

(9724 Cross Creek Blvd, Tampa, FL 33647).  

That’s all there is to it! 

Deanery Events

For more information about our Deanery and their events, 

visit our website: 

www.stmarktampa.org/our-deanery.  



Brian Artienda 

Ulio & Francisco Arocho

Christina Bennett 

Morgan Boruty

*Stephen Brown

Tanya Buckley 

*Ron Caputo

Neal Cheramie 

Ryan Clisset

Adrian A. Cruz

Tyler Emerick 

*Jorge Farchakh 

Christopher A. Garcia

*Ian Garia 

Andrew Gephart 

Kevin Howell 

Kyle Howell

*Bryan Hunt 

*Ryan Irwin 

Mark Kieweg

Harold La Rock

Jason Larson

Robert Letzeisen Jr.

Jack Manning

Jacob Meier

Yerandy Molina 

Merridith Morrison 

Brandon Nidasio

Kyle Novac 

Ismael A. Olivo-Alvarez

Anthony Orcajo 

Christopher Parkes

Jorge A. Perez III

James Phillips

Paul Pita

Pedro Rico

Daniel Sabarese 

Nicholas Stiegler 

Tiffany Stiegler

Bobby Thomas

Ana Maria Vargas

*Camilo Andres Vargas

Disney Velez 

Khiry White 

Daniel Woodard

Steven Woodard 

Robert Woodards

Disney

Velez

*No Photo

Pray for Our Heroes

Orar ~ Pray

Get Well Prayers

Mass Intentions

*Our Monthly St. Mark Financial Information 

can always be found on our website at 

https://stmarktampa.org/finances 

DID YOU KNOW?

*Low gluten hosts are available

(0.001% gluten)

See Luther Ferris 

Enjoy the Daily Readings!          

www.usccb.com/bible/readings 

* You can reserve rooms for your 

Ministry Meetings and Events at 

roomschedule@stmarktampa.org 

David Caporali

Anna Dickerson

Marilyn Stewart

Jack Somerstein

Nora Catherine Kosmela

Nick and Nicole Kosmela

Deb Dempsey

The beautiful altar flowers were donated 

in Loving Memory 

of Nick Piscitelli 

by Lydia Piscitelli

Please send your request to Prayers@stmarktampa.org

Flower Donation

This Sunday is Gaudete Sunday, 

a shift marked by a lighter mood and a 

heightened sense of joyous anticipation.  

Liturgically, the colors lighten as well. The 

priest usually wears rose-colored vestments, 

a hue seen only on Gaudete Sunday and 

Laetare Sunday. 

On this day, we light the third candle of the 

Advent wreath, which is also rose-colored, 

or if you prefer, pink.  The word “Gaudete” is 

Latin for “Rejoice.”     



St. Mark Advent Night of Reconciliation 

Thursday 12/16 at 7pm in the Church 

Confessions heard in English & Spanish

****

Reconciliation Schedules 

St. Mark the Evangelist

Saturdays at 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM

For your convenience,  

we have listed other parish Reconciliation Schedules below.  

Corpus Christi

Thursdays 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM

Saturdays 3:30 PM - 4:15 PM

 

St. Timothy

Saturdays 9:30 AM & 4:00 PM

Wednesdays 6:30 PM

Our Lady of  the Rosary

Saturdays 3:00 PM -  3:50 PM 

Sundays 4:00 PM - 4:50 PM   

Most Holy Redeemer

Wednesdays 6:00 PM

Thursdays 6:00 PM (Spanish)

Saturdays 4:00 PM

 

USF Catholic Student Center

Saturdays at 4:15 PM to 4:45 PM 

Sundays 9:15 AM to 9:45 AM

                  6:00 PM to 6:45 PM

St. Mary

Saturdays 4:00 PM  - 4:40 PM

Epiphany of Our Lord

Mondays—Saturdays  9: 00 AM 

Sundays after both Masses 



CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE   

Christmas Eve Masses

12/24 - Friday - 4pm in the Church

(Livestreamed on Facebook & YouTube)

4:10pm overflow in The Venetian 

6:30pm in the Church

Midnight Mass

12/25 - 12am Midnight in the Church

(Livestreamed on Facebook & YouTube)

Christmas Day 

12/25 - Saturday

English Masses 

8:30am in the Church

10:30am in the Church

Christmas Day

12/25 - Saturday

Spanish Mass

12:30pm in the Church

(Livestreamed on Facebook & YouTube)

Note:  NO Reconciliation or 4:00pm Mass on Christmas Day

www.Facebook.com/StMarkTampa

www.YouTube.com/StMarkTampa



Welcoming You With Open Arms 



Advent isn’t a boring seasonB it offers different approaches.

For the past two weeks we have heard of the Lord’s coming as judge of all at the end of time. The 

celebrants of the Mass wear penitential purple during this season to help us realize our part in turning 

from God’s covenant and participating in acts of darkness (sin), although rose may be worn on this 

Sunday, traditionally called “Gaudete”.

There are images of light and darkness interwoven throughout the season’s readings. The feeling of 

penitence comes as we force ourselves to compare our dreams, our great expectations, with reality. 

What keeps us from fulfillment in this moment? What hinders us from seeking the freedom that God 

offers us? Our fear of the unknown and our anxiety about taking risks often keeps us enslaved in our 

old ways and prevents us from reaching out for new ones. Our greed and possessiveness keep us from 

letting go of what we have so that we can seek the next step in life. God will free us from our 

enslavement to fear, injustice, poverty, negation, and disease if we simply let go and let Him guide us.

Gaudete Sunday, in the pre-conciliar delineation of the liturgical year, was regarded as a day of 

particular joy with Advent half over and Christmas soon to follow. The term Gaudete refers to the first 

word of the Introit (Entrance Antiphon) “Rejoice”, taken from Philippians 4:4-5.

«Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice! Your kindness should be known to all. The 

Lord is near.»

The theme of the first two weeks is carried on with this week’s selection from Zephaniah in our First 

Reading. “On that day” the people of God will be restored. “The Lord, your God, is in your midst.”

In the Second Reading, last week we heard from the beginning of the letter to the Philippians; today 

we move to the ending of this letter. Paul concludes his letter with instructions for the people living in 

expectation of Christ’s coming.

And in the gospel, the story of John the Baptist is continued from last week.

«...John said to them in reply, Whoever has two cloaks should share with the person who has none. 

And whoever has food should do likewise>»

John doesn’t call for the offering of animal sacrifices or performance of acts such as fasting. He calls 

for something more radical – a selfless concern for one’s disadvantaged brothers and sisters. John 

preaches, in advance, what Jesus will preach – the proper use of material possessions.

John gives directions to those who come to him and tells them that he is not the Messiah. He points 

beyond himself to Jesus, who is to come. In this reading we find that it is not the religious leaders who 

are willing to repent, but the ordinary Jewish people and those who, at best, are on the fringes of Jewish 

society: tax collectors and soldiers. These are the same people who respond positively to Jesus’ 

preaching.

Our call would be to continue living this season of Advent with the joyful expectation of the coming of 

the Lord. It’s a preparation not limited to the four weeks before Christmas, but all of our lives, because, 

as Jesus Christ promised, He Will come again. This is the coming for which we long and must be 

prepared.

Learn ~ Aprender

Deacon Jose Moronta



Learn, Orar, giVe & Evangelize (& Engage!)

Our Food Pantry 

Is open for those in need! 

Drive-up open

on 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month 

from 1 pm - 4 pm

Please help stock our Food Pantry!

Canned Pasta Sauce

drop off at the cart inside our Social Narthex 

by our Information Desk during the week 

or 

outside during Weekend Mass Hours..  

Drop off times will coincide with our church hours: 

& 

at all Masses

Thank you for your continued support! 

If you would like to volunteer to help distribute food at our food pantry 

please go to: www.stmarktampa.org/FoodPantrySchedule 

to check the schedule for vacant dates & send an email to: 

smpantry@gmail.com with the vacant date(s) you would like to volunteer. 

Svdp Thrift Store:  12310 N. Nebraska Ave in Tampa.  (813) 977-7057.

Attention Online Shoppers:

Click on AMAZON SMILE at the bottom of our website homepage 

www.stmarktampa.org 

to support St. Mark while you do your online shopping.

 We get a percentage of all sales purchased through the link 

A great way to support St. Mark at no cost to you! 

Remember to Update Your Info!

Go to our website to update 

your personal information & receive

 contribution statements electronically.

Our PARISH CHOIR 

still in need of 

TENORS and BASSES 

from our congregation 

to help sing at our 

 10:30 am Masses

and 

Christmas! 

Rehearsals are held 

on 

Wednesday evenings 

from 7-9 pm. 

Please see 

John Paul Cappa 

at the organ 

after Mass 

or email him at 

jpcappa

@stmarktampa.org





Our Virtual Church Offerings

www.stmarktampa.org

Sunday Masses: 

Our Saturday 4pm Vigil & Sunday 12:30pm (Spanish) Masses will be Livestreamed 

onto our Facebook Page or our YouTube Channel.  

To view the Livestream Mass, on Facebook: type into your URL: either 

www.facebook.com/stmarktampa or www.youtube.com/stmarktampa.

Ways to Give: 

Donate online to support St. Mark at donatestmark.org

Please Note: Drive Thru Communion has ended.   

Additional Offerings:  

Deacon Jose’s weekly Bilingual Liturgical Reflections: Website. 

Deacon Scott’s holds a livestream Morning & Evening Prayers daily: Facebook - 

Deacon Scott Paine.   

Abbot Isaac & the Benedictine Monks celebrating their LIVESTREAMED Daily Mass 

at Noon each weekday: Facebook - St. Leo Abbey.

And last - a link to our FREE Catholic “Netflix-type” resource: FORMED.org

WHITE HOUSE ORNAMENT 

FOR SALE AGAIN!

The Knights Of Columbus will be selling 

White House Christmas Ornaments 

again this year, after all Masses.  

The 2021 ornament  commemorates the 

presidency of Lyndon Baines Johnson.  

All proceeds will benefit 

Saint Vincent de Paul 

Thanksgiving baskets!  

$25.00



A Great Gift & Donate to St. Mark 

by purchasing a 

Memorial Brick 

at the entrance of our beautiful new

Blessed Mary Shrine 

and Rosary Garden

Each 4x8 inch brick 

is a tax deductible donation 

of $500 (cash or credit).

Includes engraving of 3 lines 

of 13 characters each.

For more information or to purchase:

Contact Val at (813) 508-2735 

or vmainguy@stmarktampa.org

Sanctuary Candle

Stop by the Parish Office to request your 

Sanctuary Candle.  In order to accommodate 

the requests of our many parishioners, we limit 

one Candle per family. Requests are on a first 

come availability basis. 

The cost is $25. 

Mass Intentions are Available!

Stop by the Parish Office to request your Mass 

Intentions for 2022.  In order to accommodate the 

requests of our many parishioners, only four Mass 

Intentions per family will be allowed and only one 

of those can be a weekend mass.  

Requests are on a first come availability basis.

The Mass Stipend is $20. 

Donate online at Donatestmark.org

It is in Giving that we receive

Thank you ALL for your continual generosity!

Please note that all END OF THE YEAR contributions must be postmarked

 on or before Friday, December 31st or hand delivered to the parish office 

on Wednesday, December 29th.





The Venetian Event Center

http://thevenetiantampa.com

 Over 11,000 sq ft Event Space 

 Seats Up to 880 Banquet Style 

 Seats Over 1,000 Theatre Style 

 Wet Bar / Cafe & Reception Area 

 Outdoor Event Space available on our Terrace

 Piano Available 

 Adjustable Lighting and Room Darkening Shades

 Tables Included

 Floating 16 ft x 9 ft HDMI Projection Screen 

 Shure Clear Audio and Components 

 Your Choice of Caterers & Vendors 

 Catering Staging Area

Wedding Receptions ~ Anniversary Parties

Banquets ~ Quinceañeras

Birthdays ~ Concerts

For rental information call 813-995-7480

Events@The VenetianTampa.com

Please consider joining our 

St. Mark the Evangelist Legacy Society

To remember St. Mark in your will or trust, please ask your attorney to use the following terminology: 

I give, devise, bequeath (amount, article, stock, property, etc.) to

St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church 

9724 Cross Creek Blvd,

Tampa, FL 33647 

For more information, please contact Val anytime at 813-508-2735 or vmainguy@stmarktampa.org

Columbiette  

Food Drive 

for the Benedictine Sisters at St. Leo Abbey 

Drop off your food donations 

BEFORE MASS ONLY 

This Weekend

Saturday, Dec. 11th  (before the 4:00pm Mass)

&

Sunday, Dec. 12th (before the 8:30am & 10:30am Masses) 

Thank you in advance for your generosity! 



Tax Free Contribution Information

If you are over 70 ½ and have an IRA or similar retirement account you may be required to take annual 

distributions prescribed by the IRS. These distributions are usually taxed at your ordinary income tax rate.

 A new law was passed on 12/15/2015 which may allow  you to contribute any part of your IRA

including these required distributions to St. Mark TAX FREE!

 Example: If you contribute $5000 from your IRA to St. Mark and are in a 20% tax bracket, 

the church receives the $5000 and you may save $1000 in taxes.  

A WIN-WIN for both the church and the parishioner!

 If your tax advisor agrees and you want to contribute from your 2021 required annual distribution 

or even from your current IRA, 

instruct your IRA custodian to make the check out to: St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church. 

They can either send it to you or directly to the church.

This is a great way to fulfill your pledge and/or contribute your annual offering in a lump sum.


