
Our Mission 
To invite all 

on our journey to: 

Learn 
Orar (Pray) 
GiVe 

Evangelize 

All Are Welcome! 
If you are a visitor,  

we hope you will find our 
bulletin to be a reflection of 
our vibrant and spirit filled 

parish, and that you will 
consider becoming a part of 

our family! 

To join us,  
please register online at 

www.stmarktampa.org/join  
or call the Parish Office at 

813-907-7746. 

For more information,  
visit our website at: 

www.stmarktampa.org 



Baptism 
Please call (813) 907-7746 to sign up 

for required pre-baptism classes. 
Brochures, forms, and sponsor letters can 

be found online at: stmarktampa.org/baptism. 

Marriage 
Couples planning their marriage should call 
(813) 907-7746 ext. 317 at least six months 
prior to their wedding date in order to complete 
their pre-marital assessment, discernment, 
and marriage preparation enrichment. 
For info go to: stmarktampa.org/marriage. 

RCIA 
Adults, older children, or teens who have not 

been baptized, or have been baptized in another 
Christian Community, who desire to enter into 

full communion with the Catholic Church, 
please call (813) 907-7746 ext. 317. 

For info go to: stmarktampa.org/RCIA 

First Communion & Confirmation 
Adults who have been baptized, but have not 

received their First Communion and/or Confirmation, 
should call (813) 907-7746 ext. 317. 

Children and Teens: Students must attend 
two consecutive years. Preparation in the parish 

is necessary for the sacraments 
(even for those at parochial schools). 

Brochures and forms can be picked up at the 
Parish Office or found online at: 
stmarktampa.org/communion or 
stmarktampa.org/confirmation-1 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday Vigil:  4:00 PM 
Sunday:  8:30  AM, 10:30 AM, 5:30 PM 

Sunday in Spanish: 12:30 PM 
Monday* & Thursday:  Noon 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday:  8:30 AM 
*Mondays that fall on a holiday:  8:30 AM 

   
Reconciliation 

Saturdays 3 PM - 3:45 PM (or by appt.) 
Rosary 

Every weekday half hour before Mass 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Every weekday after Mass 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Open during Parish Hours 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
First Wednesday of Month: 9 AM - 7 PM 

Closes with Benediction at  7 PM 
 

Church Hours 
Monday  9 AM to 4 PM 
 Tuesday & Thursday 

8 AM to 4 PM 
Wednesday 8 AM - 8 PM 

Friday  8 AM - Noon 

Parish Hours 
 

Mon through  Wed 9 AM - 4 PM 
Thursday 9 AM - 8 PM 
Friday  9 AM - Noon 

(changes on holidays - please call) 
 

Phone: (813) 907-7746     
Fax: (813) 907-7556 

 
9724 Cross Creek Blvd 

Tampa, FL 33647. 
 

Website: www.stmarktampa.org   
Email: info@stmarktampa.org 

 
Venetian Rental Info: (813) 508-2735 

 
Events Calendar and Tickets 
www.stmarktampa.org/calendar 

 
Bulletin Submissions 

Bulletin@stmarktampa.org 
Weekly deadline: Tuesdays at 9 AM 

the week prior to publication, 
earlier holiday deadlines TBA 

Pastor 
Rev. Richard Jankowski 

FrRichard@stmarktampa.org 

Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Cosmas O. Amadi 

Frcosmas@stmarktampa.org 
 

Priests in Residence 
Rev. Jose George 

 
Assisting Deacons 

Deacon Moises Gutierrez 
DeaconMoises@stmarktampa.org 

Deacon Jose Moronta 
DeaconJMoronta@stmarktampa.org 

Deacon Scott Paine 
DeaconScott@stmarktampa.org 

Deacon Hector Rios 
DeaconHector@stmarktampa.org 

Deacon Mike Kopczynski 
DeaconMike@stmarktampa.org 

www.facebook.com/stmarktampa 

Ministry Contacts 
To find out more information about our many ministries 

or to contact the ministry leader visit our website: 
www.stmarktampa.org/ministries 

Or contact our Ministry Coordinator at 
mstrickland@stmarktampa.org 

Sign Up Now!   www.FORMED.org 
Enjoy Catholic content (like Netflix!) all in one place! 

Go to https://formed.org/ - Choose “I'm a Parishioner of a Parish” 
next type in our name: “St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church” 

and then out of the many St. Mark the Evangelist parishes… 
choose the one with our address 

(9724 Cross Creek Blvd, Tampa, FL 33647). 
That’s all there is to it! 

Deanery Events 
For more information about our Deanery and their events, 

visit our website: 
www.stmarktampa.org/our-deanery. 

Social Media 

www.instagram.com/StMarkLOVE 

Donate / Support 
Credit Card/Online: www.DonateStMark.org 

Text to Give: 813-296-5116 
To set up Recurring Automatic Donations: Contact 

Claudia Garcia at cgarcia@stmarktampa.org or 813-907-7746 x 322 

Sacramental Preparation 



 

 

JOIN US FOR OUR CONTINUING 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS 
 

This Weekend - January 6/7 - Solemnity of the Epiphany 

This weekend we will have our Three Kings Procession at all Masses; and distribute House Blessing Kits & 
Candy after all Masses in The Venetian during our Nativity Showcase. 

 

We look forward to all participating in the revival of our Nativity Showcase! 

This year’s Nativity viewings will be this weekend; Saturday, January 6th after the 4 pm Mass and Sunday, 
January 7th after the 8:30 am, 10:00 am, and 12:30 pm Masses.   

Nativity sets will be accepted in The Venetian on Saturday, January 6th from 11am to 4pm and should be picked 
up after 3pm on Sunday, January 7th (between 3—4pm)  or any time during office hours the following week.   

When you drop them off, please have them packed in a box or container with identifying information -               
your name and phone number.  



Pray for Our Heroes 
Brian Artienda 
Ulio & Francisco Arocho 
Christina Bennett 
Ryan John Berardi 
Morgan Boruty 
*Stephen Brown 
Tanya Buckley 
*Ron Caputo 
Neal Cheramie 
Ryan Clisset 
Adrian A. Cruz 
Tyler Emerick 
*Jorge Farchakh 
Christopher A. Garcia 
*Ian Garia 
Olivia Faith Giarrizzo 
Kevin Howell 
Samantha Howell 
*Bryan Hunt 
*Ryan Irwin 
Mark Kieweg 
Harold La Rock 
Leticia Larson 
Robert Letzeisen Jr. 
Louis Ludwig* 

Jacob Meier 
Jack Manning 
George Martin 
Yerandy Molina 
Merridith Morrison 
Ismael A. Olivo-Alvarez 
Anthony Orcajo 
Christopher Parkes 
Jorge A. Perez III 
James Phillips 
Paul Pita 
Pedro Rico 
Daniel Sabarese 
Michael Schiano 
Nicholas Stiegler 
Tiffany Stiegler 
Bobby Thomas 
Nicholas Tyrbus 
Ana Maria Vargas 
*Camilo Andres Vargas 
Disney Velez 
Khiry White 
Daniel Woodard 
Steven Woodard 
Robert Woodards 

Jack  
Manning  

 
 
 
 
 

Mass Intentions 
&  

Sanctuary Candles 
Online purchases are available for 2024 

www.stmarktampa.org.   
The cost is $25.00 

 

 
 

Monthly Finance Reports 
https://stmarktampa.org/finances 

 

 
 

Low Gluten Hosts Available 
See Luther Ferris 

 

 
 

Ministry Meeting Room Reservations 
roomschedule@stmarktampa.org 

Bob Cabana 
Dan Gonzalez 
Michael Wilps 

Oliver Warnock 
Ralph Palomba 

Luz Ramon  
Bob De 

Jesse Davidson  
and 

Military Brothers in Arms 

Please send your request to Prayers@stmarktampa.org 

Mass Intentions 

Get Well Prayers 

*No Photo 

Orar ~ Pray 



Learn ~ Aprender 
Deacon Jose Moronta 

Thanks for Reading! Want to read more? 
Every week I publish a reflection for each of the three readings of the Sunday Mass, a week ahead.  

I invite you to go to our website at stmarktampa.org  
and click on “Mass Times” at the top, then scroll down to “Sunday Mass Reflection”. 

 

How the world experienced the first manifestation of God incarnated 
 
We are celebrating the Solemnity of Epiphany, a Greek word meaning revelation or manifestation, used most often in 
ancient times to describe the king or ruler “showing himself” before the people of the nation. 
Epiphany was originally an Eastern Church celebration. As the celebration moved westward, it took on the meaning 
of the revelation of Jesus to the Gentiles. The central point of this celebration is that God’s salvation is intended not 
only for the people of Israel, but for all people. 
Epiphany is now celebrated as the 12th day of Christmas and its celebration seems to predate the celebration of 
Christmas itself. We see how God epiphanies Himself through Jesus. It is the people of God empowered with the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit who reveal the risen Christ to the world through acts of creation, love, healing, and liberation.  
Today’s Gospel reading has been called “The Worship of the Magi”. They were wise men, astrologers. Originally the 
term designated the learned priestly caste of the Persians; later it came to mean anyone skilled in occult knowledge 
and power (magicians), or a charlatan or trickster. The word is not used in an abusive or derogatory sense here by 
Matthew and the mention of the star shows that they are wise men who study the stars. Nothing else is said about 
them. Since they are not Jews, they can be the very first gentiles to receive the call to salvation in Christ. 
Matthew and Luke both have unique accounts of the conception and birth of Jesus and some of the incidents that 
followed the birth. Neither Mark nor John addresses this period in Jesus’ life. Matthew’s version is greatly affected 
using Old Testament texts. The magi seek a king, and Herod consults the religious experts of Judaism to find out 
where they should look. Of this there is no doubt, they should look not in Jerusalem, but in Bethlehem – the city of 
David. 
The prophets and the psalmists foretold that the kings of the earth would pay homage to God at the time of the 
Messiah (Isaiah 49:23). They would offer him their treasures (Isaiah 60:5-6) and adore Him (Psalm 72:10-15). 
Through the action of these wise men, these prophecies begin to be fulfilled; although there is no indication that 
these wise men were kings or emissaries of kings. 
The gifts offered were those most valued in the East and have symbolic meanings: • Gold - A symbol of royalty and 
Jesus’ kingship • Frankincense - A symbol of Jesus’ divine priesthood • Myrrh - A burial spice and symbol of Jesus’ 
death to redeem us. 
The fact that there were three gifts have led to the assumption that they were three men. But the gospel text doesn’t 
bring any number. There may have been two, or even a dozen. We will never know, and don’t need this kind of 
information to be saved. 
 
A not so spiritual tradition associated with the celebration of Epiphany. 
The 12th night is a familiar title of a Shakespearian play and comes from European heritage where 12th night parish 
parties are (or were) celebrated. These parties have carried over into the Mardi Gras tradition. During the party, at 
the appointed time, the king cake is brought out. Hidden in the cake are three beans or coins. Those who find the 
“prizes” are crowned kings or queens for the evening. While the “royalty” are being outfitted for their office, the 
Christmas tree is stripped of all ornaments (German Lutherans call this “plundering the tree”). The tree is removed 
from the room and saved for the Lenten season when it is stripped of its branches and made into a processional 
cross. Tradition also celebrates the arrival of the wise men currently. 
We of the Church are called to be an ever-unfolding epiphany of God’s love and power to the dark world seeking 
desperately for such epiphanies. 

…and tomorrow, January 8th, we will have the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

We will celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, which marks the end of the Time of Christmas, inaugurated 
on December 25th. After this feast begins a period in the liturgical calendar which is called Ordinary Time. During the 
period of Ordinary Time, we are guided through the gospel readings in a chronological manner from the beginning of 
Jesus’ public ministry through His entry into Jerusalem for His passion, death, and resurrection. This year our gospel 
readings will concentrate on the Gospel of Mark, our Patron Saint. 

The fact of Jesus’ baptism has been a Christological and theological issue to be reckoned with almost since it 
happened. After all, why would Jesus, who was sinless, participate in a rite for sinners? Also, why would Jesus, the 
Messiah and clearly superior to John the Baptist, submit to the authority of John? Jesus identifies Himself with sinful 
humanity by undergoing John’s purificatory rite.  







First Friday Mass at St. Mark 
8:30 AM 
 
SMARTS meeting at The Venetian 
11:00 AM 
Second Wednesday of the month. 
 
Miniature Golf at Plantations Palms  
First & Third Monday, 
11:00 AM 
 
Card Social at St. Mark   
First & Third Thursday 
11:00 - 3:00 PM 
 
Bowling at Bowlero 
Second & Fourth Friday 
11:00 AM 
 
Game Day at Venetian 
Third Wednesday 
11:00 – 2:30 PM 
 

All those interested in joining 
SMARTS are always welcome.   

Contact Paulette  Nardelli 
843-540-5571/ 

Pnardelli51@gmail.com 
or Roe Black, 
813-383-8360/

Roe1Black@yahoo.com 

 Peanut Butter & Jelly 



 

DIVINE MERCY CENACLES 

(Small Faith Sharing Groups) 
Come join us as we delve more deeply  

into the writings of St. Faustina 
 and the messages Jesus gave to her regarding the Eucharist  

and God’s great love and mercy.  
 

Cenacle gatherings meet every Thursday at 1:00pm  
in the St. Michael the Archangel classroom located in the church. 

For more information, please contact 
Divine Mercy Ministry at leader-divinemercy@stmarktampa.org. 



 










