
Lectionary Faith Sharing
26th Ordinary Sunday

Year A - September 27, 2020

OPENING PRAYER

Leader: Remember your mercies, O Lord.
All: Your ways, O Lord, make known to me; teach me your paths,
guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God, my savior.
Leader: Good and upright is the Lord; thus He shows sinners the way.
All: He guides the humble to justice, and teaches the humble his way.
Leader: Let us invoke the presence of God:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the
fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.
O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit have instructed the hearts of
the faithful grant that by the same Spirit we may truly wise and ever
enjoy His consolations.
Though Christ, our Lord. Amen.

First Reading [ Ezekiel 18 (25-28) ]

Thus says the Lord:
You say, "The Lord's way is not fair!" Hear now, house of Israel: Is it my way that is unfair, or
rather, are not your ways unfair? When someone virtuous turns away from virtue to commit iniquity,
and dies, it is because of the iniquity he committed that he must die.
But if he turns from the wickedness he has committed, he does what is right and just, he shall
preserve his life; since he has turned away from all the sins that he has committed, he shall surely
live, he shall not die.

Commentaries
The people of Israel, before the harsh experience of the destruction of Jerusalem and the Babylonian exile fall
into the easy temptation of attributing to God the misfortunes. In those times it was thought that the present
misfortunes were due to a sin of the past, either of the parents or someone else from previous generations.
God wants to reveal through the voice of the prophet that this is not the case, that there is a personal
responsibility for each person. God does not punish for the sins committed by a third party. Even, neither
punishes anyone who commits a fault. What happens is that each person will have to endure the consequences
of their own acts.
The prophet reveals a merciful face of God. God is always ready to forgive and to welcome whatever be the sin
he has committed. Several times we find this prophet interpreting the desire for God: that the sinner do not be
condemned, but repented and thus, converted. This way, the sinner will live as we read on the last words of
the text.

Reflection
(1) Someone once said that "going back to God" is what we know as "conversion". Is the conversion a single
event in a lifetime or something to be experienced many times in our lives?
(2) Why God calls constantly to conversion? Why He has to ask more than once?
(3) In the text we find the words "death" and "life". What kind of life and and what kind of death do you think are
what the prophet has in mind?
(4) Read Ezekiel 18 (1 to 24). Reflect on and share.



Second Reading [Philippians 2 (1-11) ]

Brothers and sisters:
If there is any encouragement in Christ, any solace in love, any participation in the Spirit, any
compassion and mercy, complete my joy by being of the samemind, with the same love, united in
heart, thinking one thing.
Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory; rather, humbly regard
others as more important than yourselves, each looking out not for his
own interests, but also for those of others.
Have in you the same attitude that is also in Christ Jesus, Who, though he
was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be
grasped.
Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human
likeness; and found human in appearance, he humbled himself,
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name
which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Commentaries
The letter to the Philippians shows a loving tone and special trust that we do not find in the other letters of
Paul. On this occasion, the Apostle asks the Christians of Philippi to be a true Christian community and to live
united by a sincere love to each other. Paul invites us to live with humility and to seek above all the good of
others, without feeling superior to anyone.
He then proposes the example of Jesus Christ. For this reason he changes the subject from an advising tune to
a kind of hymn to The Savior. In this passage, known as “kenosis”, Paul summarizes the history of Christ in two
movements. First, the voluntary self-emptying, by which he is incarnate and lowered to his death on the cross,
the ultimate humiliation imaginable for some one who wear the divine condition. But after this condescension,
God intervenes to raise up Christ, in a triumphant exaltation that placed him as Lord of the universe and of
history, which should be acknowledged and worshipped by all.
Reflection
(1) Paul suggests that we should have the same feelings of Jesus Christ. Which are the actions of Jesus Christ
that shine the most? How can we follow suit?
(2) Paul feels a special affection for the Philippians. How is that feeling shown?
(3) We, Christians of the third millennium, can feel that the message of Paul is still in force?
(4) Which words of Paul in this reading demanded more your attention?
(5) Read again the second part of the reading, the one that contains the hymn of praise. Make silence for a
couple of minutes to reflect. Share what impacted you the most…

Gospel [ Matthew 21 (28-32) ]

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people:
"What is your opinion? A man had two sons. He came to the first and said,
'Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.' He said in reply, 'I will not, '
but afterwards changed his mind and went. The man came to the other
son and gave the same order. He said in reply, 'Yes, sir, ‘but did not go.
Which of the two did his father's will?" They answered, "The first." Jesus
said to them, "Amen, I say to you,
tax collectors and prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God before you.
When John came to you in the way of righteousness, you did not believe
him; but tax collectors and prostitutes did. Yet even when you saw that,
you did not later change your minds and believe him."



Commentaries
The parable of the two sons is found only in the gospel of Matthew. This teaching may have been originated by
the controversy of Jesus Christ with some Jews, obsessive watchful of the rules, who criticized him for his
approach to the sinners. Bearing in mind that the vineyard was a traditional symbol of the people of God, it is
not difficult to relate to the second son with sinners (and perhaps also with the pagans). The first son
resembles the Jews cling to the blind compliance with the rules and regulations and with little or none
observance of the compassionate love of God. Because they have been closed to the definitive revelation of
Christ, they fail to appreciate in its real extent the message that brings the Messiah.
For the Christian of the third millennium, the message is very clear: It is a criticism of those who conform with
a formal and theoretical approach of their faith, but who in ordinary life are not consistent with what they
preach. The framework emphasizes that it is more important the lifestyle than the external confession, as has
been clearly said in some other passages, such as for example: "Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’,
will enter into the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father, who is in heaven"Mat 7 21

Reflection
(1) Discuss the behavior of both sons.
(2) Could you say that in your life, in different moments you have given the answers of the two sons? Or just
one of them? If so, which one?
(3) Are you fully pleased with the response that you have given to the Lord?
(4) Do you still have areas of your personality that might need going through a conversion process?
(5) What’s better, saying that you are going to do some good action, or simply doing it? How many people do
you know who broadcasts all the time what they have done, what they have studied, how big it is the group to
which they belong, etc.? Would you like to emulate that example?
(6) Tragedies such as a hurricane or an earthquake bring much desolation and sadness, but they might offer
you the opportunity to reproduce some of the standards of Jesus Christ. Which ones, for example?

CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again
we lift up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.

All: We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your holy power
that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that come from You, we give
you thanks.

Leader: Lord hear our prayers (attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

All: In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now to bless
our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the Father

Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.
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