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OPENING PRAYER

Leader: The one who does justice will live in the presence of the Lord.
All: Who harms not his fellow man, nor takes up a reproach against
his neighbor.

Leader: Whoever walks blamelessly and does justice and slanders not with
his tongue.

All: Whoever does these things shall never be disturbed.

Leader: We invoke the presence of the Holy Spirit:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the
fire of your love. Sends, Lord your spirit and renew the face of the earth.
Oh God, that you have instructed the hearts of your faithful with the
light of the Holy Spirit, grant us through the same spirit that always
enjoy her divine consolation. By Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING [ Isaiah 50 (5-9) ]

The Lord God opens my ear that I may hear; and I have not rebelled, have not turned back. I
gave my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who plucked my beard; my face I did
not shield from buffets and spitting.
The Lord God is my help, therefore I am not disgraced; I have set my face like flint, knowing
that I shall not be put to shame.
He is near who upholds my right; if anyone wishes to oppose me, let us appear together. Who
disputes my right? Let that man confront me.
See, the Lord God is my help; who will prove me wrong?

Last week we said that the book of the prophet Isaiah is one of the most interesting books in the Bible. and that
three sections can be clearly distinguished, each written in a different era, and by different authors. The first 39
chapters correspond to the times of the prophet. Then come chapters 40 to 55, written by his disciples and finally
the rest of the book, up to chapter 66, written by members of a community of followers of the prophet's thought,
but above all, faithful devotees of God. .

In the second section (sometimes called Deutero-Isaiah), we find some poems of the Servant of the Lord (also called
Canticles of the Suffering Servant). Three of them can be identified: [49 (1-6)], [50 (4-9)] and [52 (13) to 53 (12)].
The text of this reading is taken from the second of these poems.

The Israelite people felt very bad about the condition of forced exile in which they found themselves and the author
interprets this feeling when he writes these three poems, in which the suffering Servant represents the people of
God, who have suffered punishment. Any Israelite could identify with that follower of the Lord, who proclaims the
true faith, endures harsh sufferings and is glorified by God. The text conveys a message of hope for a speedy
deliverance, based on absolute trust in God.

Since its inception, the Church has also seen in these texts a clear reference to Jesus Christ, his redemptive death
and the subsequent glorification of the Servant of the Lord par excellence. For this reason, these poems are also
proclaimed during the Lenten season and also on Good Friday.

(1) What stands out to you from this reading?
(2) How many times have Christians suffered injustice because of their faith? Try to remember as many historical
moments throughout the two millennia.
(3) Are there places in these times where Christians are persecuted? Where?
(4) If everything changed and you had to suffer persecution, how would you proceed? Playing dumb until everything
passes? Facing your pursuers? Looking for assistance? Denying your faith?
(5) Have you had to live experiences of harassment? Slander and lies? Being exposed to public contempt? How did
you react?



SECOND READING [ James 2 (14-18) ]

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone says he has faith but does not have
works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister has nothing to wear and has no food for
the day, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, keep warm, and eat well, ” but you do not
give them the necessities of the body, what good is it?
So also faith of itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
Indeed someone might say, “You have faith and I have works.” Demonstrate your faith to me
without works, and I will demonstrate my faith to you from my works.

The apostle presents us with a reflection about what faith is and its consequences, that is, works. Santiago thinks
that faith is not an abstract feeling, isolated from all reality. When you have faith, a dynamic effect is produced,
which causes you to do something else, which encourages you to follow the recommendations of Jesus Christ: Love
your neighbor, but not with a platonic love, but a love that manifests itself in responding to the needs of those who
you love.

And it is that both things go hand in hand. You cannot believe in Jesus Christ without at the same time practicing
love in the demanding way that he asks. Whoever is not capable of loving in the way that Christ expects, does not
have faith, but a feeling that the person mistakes for faith. But it is not true faith, since it remains superficial.
Believing in Christ does not consist in being convinced that he existed, and that he was conceived by the work of
the Holy Spirit, etc. Faith in Christ implies unreserved acceptance of his total message.

A few weeks ago we reviewed chapter 6 of the Gospel of John, and on several occasions we read how Jesus not only
presents himself as the Bread of Life, but also will give eternal life to those who believe in him. Christ expects from
us a blind faith, without qualms, not accommodated to our conditions and convenience. A faith that changes us,
that produces in us a state of permanent conversion.

A faith understood and lived in this way is not limited to enriching ourselves internally. Everything around us will
feel the effects that radiate from that faith. And the first evidences will be the works that we carry out. Starting
with works, it is possible to show faith. Those who observe our behavior will be able to guess our attitudes, and
then they will be able to tell whether or not they come from faith.

(1) Were you educated in the faith to find a way to save your soul? Did they miss to teach you that we also have
responsibility for the salvation of others? Reflect and discuss.
(2) Read Matthew 25 (31-40). Given what Jesus Christ says, what is the most important thing: fulfill the precepts or
practice charity?
(3) Read Matthew 5 (21-22). In what way can we transform the fulfillment of the precepts into works of love?
(4) Reflect and share in a group what works can be done to put our faith into practice?

GOSPEL [ Mark 8 (27-35) ]

Jesus and his disciples set out for the villages of Caesarea Philippi. Along the way he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” They said in reply, “John the Baptist, others Elijah,
still others one of the prophets.”
And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Peter said to him in reply, “You are the Christ.”
Then he warned them not to tell anyone about him. He began to teach them that the Son of Man
must suffer greatly and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be
killed, and rise after three days. He spoke this openly.
Then Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. At this he turned around and, looking at
his disciples, rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan. You are thinking not as God does,
but as human beings do.”
He summoned the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “Whoever wishes to come after me
must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will
lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it.”



This passage marks the climax of the Gospel of Mark. The author has been leading us to this climatic point, located
more or less in the middle of the book. From here, he will lead us towards his Passion, Death and Resurrection.
There is an expression repeated three times throughout this Gospel that marks the intention of its author in writing
this Gospel: In the first verse of the Gospel, in this statement by Peter, and before the cross, the confession of the
Roman centurion: "Jesus Christ is the Messiah."
From this point on, the miracles are not so abundant (only two are narrated), but the
didactic part of Jesus, who is dedicated to the teaching of his disciples, increases
notably. And it is that the mission of Jesus Christ was not to keep us entertained with
his miracles, but to leave us a doctrine. Miracles are not an end, they are not an
objective, but a means that leads us to a favorable environment to discover, through
his word, Christian doctrine.
When, assisted by the Holy Spirit, Peter discovers and confesses that Jesus is the Christ,
his human mind is not capable of assimilating the revelation of Jesus Christ. That is
why he refuses to accept that the one whom he has just recognized as the long-
awaited Messiah will not reign and reestablish the kingdom of Israel, but will be
brought to the sacrifice. Peter's reaction is very normal. Also that of Jesus Christ, when
he rejects the temptation to accept recognition and human honors that distract him from his redemptive mission.
The "Get away, Satan" is not an insult to Peter. It is simply Jesus' struggle against the temptation that is presented
to him in a naive way by the first apostle, when what he wants is the best for his teacher. Before Jesus Christ had
conquered temptations. And now he does it again. I wish we could always imitate this example

(1) Read the following verses from the Gospel of Mark: [1 (1)] - [8 (29)] - [15 (39)]. How do these three passages
coincide?
(2) Read Luke 4 (13). How is this verse understood in relation to the text of this reading?
(3) Who is Jesus Christ?
(4) What was the mission of Jesus Christ?
(5) Sometimes we hope to receive from Jesus Christ things other than those contemplated in his mission. Which ones,
for example?
(6) Give examples of self-denial. What did Jesus Christ mean by this expression?

CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again we lift
up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.

All: We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your holy power
that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that come from You, we give
you thanks.
Leader: Lord hear our prayers (attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

All: In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now to bless
our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the Father …
Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.
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