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Cycle B - September 12, 202

ORACION INICIAL
Leader: My God, come to my aid. Lord, make haste to help me.

All: Save me, my God. Hear, Lord, my prayer and listen to my
words.

Leader: My soul rests in God, my hope comes from Him. When my
anguish multiplies, your consolations rejoice my spirit.

All: I will gladly offer you a sacrifice and thank you, Lord, for your
immense kindness to me.

Leader: We invoke the presence of the Holy Spirit:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the
fire of your love. Sends, Lord your spirit and renew the face of the
earth.
Oh God, that you have instructed the hearts of your faithful with the
light of the Holy Spirit, grant us through the same spirit that always
enjoy her divine consolation. By Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING [ Wisdom 2 (12), (17-20) ]

The wicked say: Let us beset the just one, because he is obnoxious to us; he sets himself against
our doings, reproaches us for transgressions of the law and charges us with violations of our
training.
Let us see whether his words be true; let us find out what will happen to him. For if the just one
be the son of God, God will defend him and deliver him from the hand of his foes. With
revilement and torture let us put the just one to the test that we may have proof of his gentleness
and try his patience.
Let us condemn him to a shameful death; for according to his own words, God will take care of
him.

In ancient times there came into being two groups of Jews: Those from Palestine, whose language was Hebrew, and
those from all the lands around the Mediterranean Sea, whose language was Greek. But they all had the same faith
in common, and practiced the same traditions, only they moved in two different cultures. These seconds are
sometimes called Hellenists, since that term represents the Greek cultural heritage. Among them arose several
God-inspired men who wrote some of the Old Testament books. Among them is the book from which this first
reading is taken.

Hellenistic Jews had to live in a predominantly pagan environment, and they had to make greater efforts to live out
their fidelity to God than those who had remained in Palestine. That strength of spirit is translated into the texts of
this book. In Chapter 2, for example, we find a series of materialistic Greek philosophical thoughts. For the believer,
this way of thinking represents an error and a threat because at the same time they ridicule the lifestyle based on
faith in God, they threaten his saving action.

Despite having been written about a century before Christ, the text remains valid. Especially in the increasingly
materialistic society that we have had to live in, in which even pseudo-religious expressions have emerged to
displace God as the center of our lives.

(1) When and in what way is the Christian called to denounce injustices?
(2) Mention to the group a principle on which children should be educated. Share and discuss.
(3) We see that even the wicked wanted to see signs of God's power. To what extent does a Christian need to prove
that God is powerful? Is your faith weak and childish, needing to be continually fed through "trials"?
(4) Read Matthew 10 (16). We always have a friend or family member who can make fun of our religious attitude. How
can we handle these situations with intelligence and cunning?



SECOND READING [ James 3 (16) – 4 (3) ]

Beloved: Where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every foul
practice. But the wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, gentle, compliant, full
of mercy and good fruits, without inconstancy or insincerity. And the fruit of righteousness is
sown in peace for those who cultivate peace.
Where do the wars and where do the conflicts among you come from? Is it not from your
passions that make war within your members?
You covet but do not possess. You kill and envy but you cannot obtain; you fight and wage
war. You do not possess because you do not ask. You ask but do not receive, because you ask
wrongly, to spend it on your passions.

Wherever man is, there is the possibility of divisions, preferences, and rivalries. Even when these tendencies are
mishandled, it can lead to hatred and resentment. It is obvious that in the Church, made up of men, these
situations can also appear. If not, the apostle would not have bothered to write what we are reading. But in a very
wise way, James also writes the characteristics of one who fulfills the will of God, and we all feel like these virtues
are also fulfilled in us. But this does not depend on God, or on priests, or even on our family and those closest to us:
Only we can make the decision to live for or against these good feelings. And this requires, first the decision, a firm
decision to do it, then the will to do it, and finally, the willingness to correct when we go wrong, or in other words,
the will to persevere.

Happiness is a gift from God. But it does not come from heaven, but to achieve it we must meet certain conditions.
The first of these conditions comes from our hearts, which is the desire to live "as God intended." Whoever is not
capable of making this decision, may have happy moments, when things turn out well for him, but he will never be
able to feel what true happiness is. Once the decision has been made to live a life that is pleasing to God, and that
will bring us happiness, we will have to control the passions and desires that become obstacles to achieving the
happiness that we all crave. It is a double strategy: Mastering what threatens happiness and cultivating what makes
it possible.

(1) The apostle says that "... those who have the wisdom of God are pure ...". Purity is not limited to fulfilling the sixth
commandment. Purity is much broader. What do you think are attitudes that are an obstacle to our purity?
(2) An old Chinese saying goes: “Your enemy wounded you only once. Your resentments can hurt you a thousand
times ”. How do you interpret this wise saying?
(3) Is it enough to attend mass and take communion to acquire that wisdom of God that will make us pure? Do we
have to make any personal effort? Where can we get teachings that can give us that wisdom?
(4) What attitude should we assume if one day in a meeting, or even in church, a person is exposed to contempt?
What should be our role to preserve the dignity of the people and the unity of the Church?
(5) Paul VI said: "If you want peace, work for justice." How can we relate this to reading?

GOSPEL [ Mark 9 (30-37) ]

Jesus and his disciples left from there and began a journey through
Galilee, but he did not wish anyone to know about it.
He was teaching his disciples and telling them, “The Son of Man is to be
handed over to men and they will kill him, and three days after his death
the Son of Man will rise.” But they did not understand the saying, and
they were afraid to question him.
They came to Capernaum and, once inside the house, he began to ask
them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” But they remained
silent. They had been discussing among themselves on the way who was
the greatest.
Then he sat down, called the Twelve, and said to them, “If anyone
wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of
all.” Taking a child, he placed it in the their midst, and putting his arms around it, he said to
them, “Whoever receives one child such as this in my name, receives me; and whoever receives
me, receives not me but the One who sent me.”



We are already in the second half of the Gospel of Mark, and the author now presents us with another facet of Jesus
Christ: He no longer presents him doing miracles (we will read only two) but rather, instructing his disciples. Jesus
goes from Galilee to Jerusalem, where he will lay down his life. It is urgent to give the doctrine to his followers,
and he puts the emphasis on those actions that will engrave in the minds of his disciples the teachings that he wants
to transmit.

The first of these teachings is about personal fame, about man's innate desire to be recognized and admired. Jesus
Christ dismantles the traditional formula and proposes something completely different and novel: To be important,
he must be considered a servant of others. The first must be the one who puts himself at the service of all.

To illustrate his teaching, he takes a child and puts him in the middle of everyone, giving him an unusual
importance, since children were very little valued in the society of those days. Jesus Christ is not the leader who
invites others to do what they dare not do. On the contrary, always leading by example, he always shows solidarity
with people, especially with those who need more of that solidarity: The poor, small and needy, represented at this
moment by that child. And he extends his explanation when he says that welcoming someone who seems
insignificant is equivalent to welcoming Jesus Christ, and welcoming him is welcoming God himself. The Church that
Jesus desires is a home in which those most in need occupy a central place, with others around them eager to serve
them, and that everyone feels at ease.

(1) Do you understand everything that Jesus Christ did or said? What things do you need to understand? How can we
solve our doubts?
(2) Is it natural for people to want to be important? Why?
(3) What is the way, according to God's wisdom, to become important?
(4) Read 1 Kings 3 (3-13). Comment and relate to the second paragraph of this reading.
(5) How is the gesture of Jesus Christ to be interpreted when he embraces the child? What did he mean by that?

CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again we lift
up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.

All: We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your holy power
that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that come from You, we give
you thanks.
Leader: Lord hear our prayers (attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

All: In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now to bless
our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the Father …
Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.
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