
Lectionary Faith-Sharing Community
27th.Ordinary Sunday

Cycle B - October 3, 2021

OPENING PRAYER

Leader: The ordinances of the Lord rejoice the heart
All: The law of the Lord is perfect and rest of the soul.
Leader: The precept of the Lord is faithful and instructs the
ignorant.
All: Keep your servant from arrogance, so that he does not
dominate me: In this way I will be freed from great sin.

Leader: We invoke the presence of the Holy Spirit:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the
fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. And

you shall renew the face of the earth.
Oh God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the
same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy his consolations, through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING [ Genesis 2 (18-24) ]

The Lord God said: "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a suitable partner
for him." So the Lord God formed out of the ground various wild animals and various
birds of the air, and he brought them to the man to see what he would call them;
whatever the man called each of them would be its name.
The man gave names to all the cattle, all the birds of the air, and all wild animals; but
none proved to be the suitable partner for the man.
So the Lord God cast a deep sleep on the man, and while he was asleep, he took out one
of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. The Lord God then built up into a woman
the rib that he had taken from the man.
When he brought her to the man, the man said: "This one, at last, is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called 'woman, ' for out of 'her man’ this one has
been taken."
That is why a man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife, and the two of
them become one flesh.

In this story we can see the sense of human loneliness as a negative reality. The creation of
animals represents a first response, but still insufficient: man names each one of them, as a sign
of his superiority, but does not find the right company.
Only the relationship with a being of the same condition offers the possibility of communication
and love that man seeks. The story of the creation of woman, elaborated with elements of great
expressive force and in a simple, popular language, highlights the equality between men and
women. And not only that, but how they complement each other. In other words, without a
partner, you are incomplete.
From the very beginning of the world, man and woman, as a couple, are destined, by divine will,
to a harmonious and mutually helpful relationship.

(1) What is the hierarchy in creation with respect to man and animals?
(2) Are there cases in which more attention is paid to the dignity of animals than to that of men? What do you
think?
(3) Does man have the right to raise and kill animals for his own benefit? Does this give you the right to treat
animals cruelly? Who is harmed the most when man cruelly treats animals?
(4) Do you think that God needed to remove a rib from the man to create the woman? What meaning can
you give to this strange way of posing the creation of women?



SECOND READING [ Hebrews 2 (9-11) ]

Brothers and sisters:
He "for a little while" was made "lower than the angels, "that by the grace of God he
might taste death for everyone. For it was fitting that he, for whom and through whom
all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the leader to their
salvation perfect through suffering.
He who consecrates and those who are being consecrated all have one origin.
Therefore, he is not ashamed to call them “brothers.”

As we approach the end of the liturgical year (there are 7 Sundays left) a part of the letter to
the Hebrews is read. Today we begin this cycle of reflection on a letter that was once attributed
to Saint Paul, but later found to be rather from an unknown author. More than a letter, it looks
like a long homily with a strong catechetical accent. The central theme is the person of Christ as
the savior of humanity.
With the liturgy and theology of the temple in Jerusalem as a backdrop, the author takes us
through various reflections so that we understand the death of Jesus Christ as a saving fact,
comparing it with the sacrifices that were made in the Temple.
In today's excerpt the text says a lot in few words. Jesus Christ, divine in nature, has lowered
himself to the point of experiencing the sufferings of the Passion and his death. But just as men
humbled him, he at the same time has been elevated and is again at the side of God the Father.
That is why he can be considered as the perfect mediator between God and men.

(1) What ideas come to mind after listening to this reading?
(2) Read Philippians 2 (6-11). Compare and share your impressions with the rest of the group.
(3) Now read Philippians 2 (1-4). What ideas can you get from these verses?

GOSPEL [ Mark 10 (2-16) ]

The Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, "Is it lawful for a husband to divorce his
wife?" They were testing him.
He said to them in reply, "What did Moses command you?"
They replied, "Moses permitted a husband to write a bill of divorce and dismiss her."
But Jesus told them, "Because of the hardness of your hearts he wrote you this
commandment. But from the beginning of creation, God made them male and
female. For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his
wife, and the two shall become one flesh. So they are no longer two but one
flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, no human being must separate."
In the house the disciples again questioned Jesus about this. He said to them, "Whoever
divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she divorces
her husband and marries another, she commits adultery."
And people were bringing children to him that he might touch them, but the disciples
rebuked them. When Jesus saw this he became indignant and said to them, "Let the
children come to me; do not prevent them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as
these. Amen, I say to you, whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a child
will not enter it." Then he embraced them and blessed them, placing his hands on them.

Let us remember that we are in the second half of the Gospel of Mark. Jesus is on his way to
Jerusalem, where he will complete his redemptive mission. In this part, he no longer performs
miracles, but is dedicated to teaching. Jesus is instructing the team that he will leave to lead
the Church that he is founding.
This time the issue is that of marriage. We note that the evangelist distributes this "lecture" into
two scenes, one with the Pharisees, and the other with his friends. God himself, embodied in the
person of Jesus Christ, dictates: Marriage is not about a legal contract that regulates coexistence



or the conditions for sharing property, but about a deep union between two beings that cease to
be two separate persons to constitute a new one unit. This new "creation" is precisely the will of
God, which is degraded when it is stated in legal terms.
It is interesting how in the second part the teaching against divorce focuses on the attitude of
the woman. We must remember that Mark wrote the gospel for Christians beyond Palestine, in
areas with strong Greek influence, whose culture did allow the initiative of divorce by women.
But in the end the teaching is the same: What God has united, man has no power to dissolve.
Finally, the episode with the children shows us that the Kingdom of God is a gift that can be
better used by those who recognize their own smallness, knowing that only God can give him
what he lacks. Just as children depend absolutely on the elderly, so the believer must also place
all his trust in a God who loves him immensely and wants only his happiness.

(1) Why did Jesus Christ answer the Pharisees with a question?
(2) What did Jesus Christ mean by that of "...because of your stubbornness Moses left the rule of divorce ..."?
(3) What is the obligation of the Christian community in relation to couples who consider divorce as a way out?
(4) What are the conditions for a marriage to be valid as a sacrament?
(5) What is the difference between divorce and annulment? Why does the Church in some cases issue a
judgment of annulment?

CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once
again we lift up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.

All: We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your
holy power that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that
come from You, we give you thanks.
Leader: Lord hear our prayers (attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

All: In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now
to bless our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the
Father …
Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.
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