
Sunday Readings Study for Small Communities
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Cycle C - January 23. 2022

OPENING PRAYER

Leader: Let the whole earth bow before you, Lord; Let everyone sing hymns in
your honor and praise your name.
All: Almighty and eternal God, who with love governs the heavens and the earth,
listen to the plea of your people and make the days of our lives pass in your peace.

Leader: Let us invoke the presence of God:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of
your love. Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.
O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit have instructed the hearts of the faithful
grant that by the same Spirit we may truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations.
Though Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING [ Nehemiah 8 (2-4), (5-6), (8-10) ]

Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly, which consisted of men, women, and
those children old enough to understand. Standing at one end of the open place that was before
the Water Gate, he read out of the book from daybreak till midday, in the presence of the men,
the women, and those children old enough to understand; and all the people listened
attentively to the book of the law.
Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that had been made for the occasion. He opened
the scroll so that all the people might see it — for he was standing higher up than any of the
people —; and, as he opened it, all the people rose. Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and
all the people, their hands raised high, answered, “Amen, amen!” Then they bowed down and
prostrated themselves before the Lord, their faces to the ground.
Ezra read plainly from the book of the law of God, interpreting it so that all could understand
what was read.
Then Nehemiah, that is, His Excellency, and Ezra the priest-scribe and the Levites who were
instructing the people said to all the people: “Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be
sad, and do not weep”— for all the people were weeping as they heard the words of the law. He
said further: “Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, and allot portions to those who had
nothing prepared; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in
the Lord must be your strength!”

In his first year, King Cyrus of Persia, freed the Israelites captive for several generations in Babylon and also
ordered that they be allowed to return to Jerusalem: "build a temple where they can offer sacrifices and lay its
foundations ..." Cyrus' edict It was enacted in 538 BC and allowed a dream of the Hebrews to come true. A layman,
Nehemiah, and a clergyman, Ezra, are commissioned by the royal court to carry out civil and religious
restructuring in Palestine.

The first seven chapters of Nehemiah tell us about the rebuilding of the city, with its walls and, of course, the
temple. But the most important thing was what came next, the spiritual restoration of the people. We read that
Ezra, from a pulpit, pronounces the initial blessing to which the people respond with a double "amen" and a series
of gestures. The public reading of the Scriptures had never been held in Israel. That is a unique moment in the
history of the Israelite people, which cries for two reasons: In the presence of God through his word, and for the
content of the proclaimed text, which recalls the infidelities of Israel. The people decide not to make the
mistakes of their ancestors again, and crying turns into joy.

The public reading of the Torah * marks a very important date for Israel, since until now the people lived their
faith by praying, participating (as spectators!) In the temple ceremonies. They did not feel the need to read the
Holy Scriptures. Ezra understands that to be different from the ancestors, life must be ordered according to the
Word of God. The Bible will not remain stored, but will be everyone's book and the standard of life and faith.



The same can be said of the Christians of the Third Millennium. The Christian faith cannot gain strength except
from the Word of God read and listened to in a communal way, commented on and internalized by each one. In
this way, the dynamic truth of the Word of God will move us to be responsible and to deepen our conversion day
by day.

* (Torah: first five books of the Bible. Christians call them "Pentateuch")

(1) What stands out to you about this passage?

(2) How many times have we attended the daily or Sunday liturgy and we do not remember the content of the readings? Why is
this happening?

(3) Share with the group what motivated you to come to the Bible reflection meetings and why you keep coming.

(4) Are you satisfied with these meetings? What could be improved? Would you like to do something different?

SECOND READING [ 1 Corinthians 12 (12-30) ]

Brothers and sisters:
As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, are one
body, so also Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all given to drink of one Spirit. Now the body is not
a single part, but many.
If a foot should say, “Because I am not a hand I do not belong to the body, “ it does not for this
reason belong any less to the body. Or if an ear should say, “Because I am not an eye I do not
belong to the body, “ it does not for this reason belong any less to the body. If the whole body
were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the
sense of smell be? But as it is, God placed the parts, each one of them, in the body as he
intended. If they were all one part, where would the body be?
But as it is, there are many parts, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, “I do not need
you, “ nor again the head to the feet, “I do not need you.” Indeed, the parts of the body that
seem to be weaker are all the more necessary, and those parts of the body that we consider
less honorable we surround with greater honor, and our less presentable parts are treated with
greater propriety, whereas our more presentable parts do not need this. But God has so
constructed the body as to give greater honor to a part that is without it, so that there may be
no division in the body, but that the parts may have the same concern for one another. If one
part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part is honored, all the parts share its joy.
Now you are Christ’s body, and individually parts of it. Some people God has designated in the
church to be, first, apostles; second, prophets; third, teachers; then, mighty deeds; then gifts
of healing, assistance, administration, and varieties of tongues.
Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work mighty deeds? Do all have
gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?

Last Sunday the apostle reminded us that in the Church there is a diversity of gifts and that in the
community we do not all have the same role or identical function. But instead, as Christians, we have all been
grafted into the Body of Christ through baptism. The baptized are, not only brothers in Christ, but even
members of his Body.
If all Christians are members of the same body, this means: a) that there are no passive members in the
Church; b) that in the Church each one has his or her role and charisma; c) that everyone is in solidarity and
no one can be a Christian individually; d) that the differences that separate us in the world are overcome in
Christ.

The truth is that all of us, whatever our condition or ideology, we form a pineapple. Baptism and the
Spirit lead us to unity. This is in such a way that we are all necessary, we can all do and do something that
affects the other members. It is not lawful to tell each other that we do not need each other; the weakest (in
whatever sense) deserve our highest appreciation; division is contradiction; concern for one another is the
only logic of faith. We must learn to suffer, to rejoice with the other members ... Diversity, necessary and
the fruit of the divine will, is the cause of cooperation, from different perspectives, for the common good.
The charism is a concrete manifestation of the Spirit of God that acts in the midst of the community



(1) If someone's gift is to relieve tension in the group with their good humor, what happens when they are not present?
(2) Is that kind of talent more or less important than running a parish, leading a group, or preaching?
(3) If you have a talent and you don't use it, what happens?
(4) Regarding your gifts, should you be proud or grateful? Why?
(5) If it were up to you to choose two talents, what would they be? Why and for what?

GOSPEL [ Luke 1 (1-4), 4 (14-21) ]

Since many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the events that have been fulfilled
among us, just as those who were eyewitnesses from the beginning and ministers of the word
have handed them down to us, I too have decided, after investigating everything accurately
anew, to write it down in an orderly sequence for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you
may realize the certainty of the teachings you have received.
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news of him spread throughout the
whole region. He taught in their synagogues and was praised by all.
He came to Nazareth, where he had grown up, and went according to his
custom into the synagogue on the sabbath day. He stood up to read and
was handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and
found the passage where it was written:
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring
glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to
proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.
Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant and sat down,
and the eyes of all in the synagogue looked intently at him. He said to them, “Today this
Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”

Today we have two important fragments of the Gospel of Luke. The prologue and the program of Jesus.

a) The prologue: unique among the Gospels. In it we are presented with the presentation of the work of Lucas. It
has a great literary and thematic value, since it tells us about the methodology in the making of the gospel (based
on the teaching of eyewitnesses and preachers of the Word), the content (the facts that have been verified among
us), and of the purpose (so that the solidity of the received teachings is known).

b) Jesus' program: Jesus begins his public life. One Saturday he is in Nazareth. He reads a passage from Isaiah
(61,1-2) and comments on it. His comment consists of saying that that oracle "today is fulfilled", the deepest thing
that he could say to give authenticity to the prophecies and to make them his own. Jesus makes the program
announced by the prophet his own in an action moved by the Holy Spirit and looking only to the good of others,
based on the liberation of man. The mention of the year of grace refers to the jubilee-year, the year of remission
of all debts, understood here in a universalist sense, for everyone. Jesus presents himself as Savior, especially of
the most needy and marginalized man, of the ones who most feels their own misery.

The revision of the text leads us to three main conclusions: a) In the beginning is the fact of Jesus; we must
accept him as the one who comes from God and transmits to us the strength of his Spirit. b) Accepting Jesus
means updating his work of liberation for men; Only those who follow his gesture and help the sick, free the
captives and proclaim the Gospel to all the poor of the earth, only those ones will have understood the message of
Jesus. c) But, at the same time, an authentic Christian is obliged to "know the solidity of the teaching" that they
receive. For this we must read and study the Bible: we must know and meditate on it.

(1) Read Isaiah 61 (1-2). Did Jesus read the entire text? Was something missing? Why do you think he did it? Where did Jesus
want to put the emphasis?
(2) According to what Jesus said in the synagogue, where do we have to look for him?
(3) Identify the needs of the neediest people of our time.
(4) When the kings of Israel were anointed, it was to enforce the justice of God (which is not to give each his own, but to assist
those who cannot be self-sufficient). That same obligation exists for those of us who are anointed in our Baptism. Is it difficult for
you to practice God's justice? What small thing could you do for people who are in need?



CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again we lift
up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.

All: We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your holy
power that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that come from You,
we give you thanks.
Leader: Lord hear our prayers (attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

All: In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now to bless
our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the Father ......
Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.
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