
Sunday Readings Study for Small Communities
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Cycle C - January 30. 2022

OPENING PRAYER

Leader: Save us, Lord and our God; gather us from among the nations, so that we can
give thanks for your holy power and be our glory to praise you.
All: Grant us, Lord our God, to love you with all our hearts and, with the same love, to
love our neighbors.

Leader: Let us invoke the presence of God:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your
love. Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.
O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit have instructed the hearts of the faithful
grant that by the same Spirit we may truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations.
Though Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING [ Jeremiah 1 (4-5), (17-19) ]

The word of the Lord came to me, saying:
Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I dedicated you, a prophet
to the nations I appointed you.But do you gird your loins; stand up and tell them all that I
command you.
Be not crushed on their account, as though I would leave you crushed before them; for it is I
this day who have made you a fortified city, a pillar of iron, a wall of brass, against the whole
land: against Judah’s kings and princes, against its priests and people.
They will fight against you but not prevail over you, for I am with you to deliver you, says the
Lord.
Before the text we find these words: "In the days of Josiah..." It means that the prophet Jeremiah lives in the time
just before the Babylonian invasion, which will culminate in the destruction of Jerusalem and the beginning of an
exile that lasted several decades. The prophet receives the not easy mission of announcing to his people, who live
in the midst of an exaggerated tranquility, what is coming upon him.

The verses that are read include the description of the calling of the prophet. (The word "vocation" means
"calling," which is something God does all the time. Some listen and heed the call, others don't.) Jeremiah
confesses to us his feelings regarding this call. The prophet does not write these verses as the events take place,
but already in the maturity of his life, after much reflection, after having served God all his life. At that age he
discovers why he was conceived by his parents, what was his life mission. Jeremiah comes to the conviction that
there is a special relationship between him and God. That relationship leads him to go through difficult times, and
sometimes he even feels like abandoning his mission, but at all times he was able to discover that God was by his
side, although sometimes he seemed to have abandoned him. Just as God had chosen him, in the same way he
gave him what was necessary to fulfill his mission.

Jeremiah knows he knows God and at the same time known by Him. In the Hebrew language one person
“knows” someone else with the heart. This love relationship between the two makes the prophet a consecrated
person, a person dedicated exclusively to God and separated from others.

(1) Why is Isaiah offered (read Isaiah 6:8) and Jeremiah chosen? Did Isaiah and Jeremiah fulfill different roles? Are all prophets
chosen "from the mother's womb"?
(2) Read Exodus 4 (10-17) Reflect. Compare. Comment
(3) Read Jeremiah 20 (7-11). Reflect. Comment



SECOND READING [ 1 Corinthians 12 (31) – 13 (13) ]

Brothers and sisters:
Strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts. But I shall show you a still more excellent way. If
I speak in human and angelic tongues, but do not have love, I am a resounding gong or a
clashing cymbal. And if I have the gift of prophecy, and comprehend all mysteries and all
knowledge; if I have all faith so as to move mountains, but do not
have love, I am nothing. If I give away everything I own, and if I hand
my body over so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.
Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, it is not pompous, It is
not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its own interests, it is not
quick tempered, it does not brood over injury, it does not rejoice over
wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth.
It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things. Love never fails.
If there are prophecies, they will be brought to nothing; if tongues,
they will cease; if knowledge, it will be brought to nothing. For we
know partially and we prophesy partially, but when the perfect comes,
the partial will pass away.
When I was a child, I used to talk as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I became
a man, I put aside childish things. At present we see indistinctly, as in a mirror, but then face
to face. At present I know partially; then I shall know fully, as I am fully known.
So faith, hope, love remain, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

In the last two weeks we have found references to charisms and the way in which God expects them to be put at
the service of the community. Talents and community are two very important themes of Christian doctrine. But
they are incomplete without the presence of love. This is a feeling that gives meaning to charisms. Moreover, at
the end of the text Paul puts love above charisms and other virtues.

Hopefully this time our reflection is not reduced to a poetic exaltation of love, to a superficial and cloying
reference to "such a beautiful feeling." Perhaps we should begin to review our own attitudes. What do we have
and what do we lack from the expressions that the apostle associates with love? Are we going to settle as we are,
or are we going to improve even a little bit? And it seems that the apostle is trying to tell us that love is not a
feeling but an attitude.

The way of practicing love that we have to implement is not a simple feeling of sympathy towards people or a
philanthropic exercise. Rather, it is about the gift that we Christians receive through our relationship with Christ
that enables us to look at and treat others as God himself does. On the human level, it becomes even more
important when we practice it with those who cannot return anything to us: the poor and the enemies.

(1) Where does love come from? (Read Galatians 5:22)
(2) Read Hebrews 11:1 When we die and meet God, is faith necessary? Is hope necessary?
(3) If faith and hope run out, does the same happen with love? How long does love last?
(4) Let us do the exercise of defining love, but starting from what love is NOT, according to Saint Paul.
(5) Read 1 Corinthians 11 (18-21) and (27-29). These paragraphs belong to the same letter from which the text of this reading has
been extracted. What do you think is the “unworthy” condition that the apostle Paul meant? (Remember that at that time there
were no rules to receive communion, such as prior confession, or Eucharistic fast, etc.)

GOSPEL [ Luke 4 (21-30) ]
Jesus began speaking in the synagogue, saying: “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in
your hearing.” And all spoke highly of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came
from his mouth. They also asked, “Isn’t this the son of Joseph?” He said to them, “Surely you
will quote me this proverb, ‘Physician, cure yourself,’ and say, ‘Do here in your native place
the things that we heard were done in Capernaum.’”
And he said, “Amen, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own native place. Indeed, I tell
you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah when the sky was closed for three
and a half years and a severe famine spread over the entire land. It was to none of these that
Elijah was sent, but only to a widow in Zarephath in the land of Sidon.
Again, there were many lepers in Israel during the time of Elisha the prophet; yet not one of



them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.”
When the people in the synagogue heard this, they were all filled with fury. They rose up,
drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town had been
built, to hurl him down headlong.
But Jesus passed through the midst of them and went away.

Jesus experiences what the Old Testament prophets had suffered: The misunderstanding of the people, which
translates into persecution and aggressiveness. Jesus responds with the famous refrain that no one in his town is a
prophet. The people who have known us before cannot believe our progress in matters of faith, nor do they
tolerate that we bring them the message of Christ, who question them if they remain in a life where the Lord is
absent or ignore his teachings.

When Jesus refers to Elisha and Elijah, he is commenting on two events that occurred in pagan lands, with
people who did not know Yahweh, as if to imply that the people of Israel themselves were unaware on some
occasions of the message sent by God to his people, the chosen ones. Jesus' message was (and still is) quite
demanding. In a very clear way, changes are requested, and if everyone welcomed those changes, those most in
need would begin to know happiness. Dead selfishness, everyone could live as brothers. That is why it is not
surprising that the maintainers of the established order (then, as now) do not sympathize with this message that
destabilizes those who are "very well established".

We cannot remain in the critical view of those Israelites who, having received the manifestation of God, did
not know how to recognize his messengers, that is, the prophets. We, as Christians of the Third Millennium, could
we dare to ensure that our society freely accepts Christian values? Is there an attempt to silence the voice of
those who, like Martin Luther King or Monsignor Romero, raise their voices to demand respect for the dignity of
man? Could we aspire to begin a prophetic mission without complicating our lives? And we, do we accept in a good
way when the Church points out our mistakes? Do we intend to pay attention only to what does not affect us and
ignore the calls for attention on the issues in which we do not want (or it is not convenient for us) to change?

(1) Read Luke 20 (9-19). Compare with the gospel, reflect and share your ideas.
(2) In July 1968, when Paul VI issued the encyclical Humanae Vitae, denouncing artificial means of birth control, someone
published a cartoon in which a man, reading the news in the newspaper, commented: “What a nuisance! How easy it was
becoming to be a Christian!». Could we ensure that we put into practice all the teaching of the Bible and the Church, without
creating a kind of personal religion, only with those elements that suit us?

CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again we lift
up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.

All: We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your holy
power that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that come from You,
we give you thanks.
Leader: Lord hear our prayers (attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

All: In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now to bless
our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the Father ......
Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.
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