
Sunday Readings Study for Small Communities
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Cycle C - February 6. 2022

OPENING PRAYER

Leader: Save us, Lord and our God; gather us from among the nations, so
that we can give thanks for your holy power and be our glory to praise you.
All: Grant us, Lord our God, to love you with all our hearts and, with the
same love, to love our neighbors.

Leader: Let us invoke the presence of God:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the
fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.
O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit have instructed the hearts of the
faithful grant that by the same Spirit we may truly wise and ever enjoy His
consolations.
Though Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING [ Isaiah 6 (1-2), (3-8) ]

In the year King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne, with the
train of his garment filling the temple. Seraphim were stationed above. They cried one to
the other, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts! All the earth is filled with his glory!” At the
sound of that cry, the frame of the door shook and the house was filled with smoke.
Then I said, “Woe is me, I am doomed! For I am a man of unclean lips, living among a
people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”
Then one of the seraphim flew to me, holding an ember that he had taken with tongs from
the altar. He touched my mouth with it, and said, “See, now that this has touched your lips,
your wickedness is removed, your sin purged.”
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?” “Here
I am,” I said; “send me!”

In recent Sundays we have been presented with texts from two very important prophets, Jeremiah and Isaiah.
When reading their books we find some differences that are worth commenting on. Jeremiah presents us with
data from his biography, while Isaiah does not, except for the brief passage that is proclaimed today. This
passage also reveals another difference, which is that of their respective vocations. Jeremiah told us last
week that he had been chosen from his mother's womb to serve the Lord, while Isaiah tells us that once he is
in the Temple he has a vision of God and offers to work as an envoy of the Lord .

Isaiah feels overwhelmed by the contrast between his insignificance and the dignity and greatness of the
mission entrusted to him: to announce with his own lips the word of God. God has to make himself heard
through the mouth of the prophet. And when he knows that it is God himself who purifies him and prepares
him for the mission, he regains his calm. He will not have to invent a message, because it will be the Lord
who decides what to say.

Even being sinners, we can be summoned to transmit God's message of salvation, and when we place
ourselves at the total disposal of the Lord, he comes to our aid. For this reason, the prophet accepts with the
same disposition of Mary, when she said "your word be done", the prophet asks "Here I am, send me".

(1) Review the ways that Peter, Paul, and Isaiah were “hired” by the Lord for His service.
(2) What do Peter, Paul and Isaiah have in common according to this reading?
(3) What would be your response if like Peter, Paul or Isaiah, the Lord calls you to serve him? Would you ask for some time
to arrange your affairs before starting your mission? Would you tell him to choose "john doe" who is better than you? Would
you reject it because you are unworthy? Would you risk saying yes? Would commitment scare you?



SECOND READING [ 1 Corinthians 15 (1-11) ]

I am reminding you, brothers and sisters, of the gospel I preached to you, which you
indeed received and in which you also stand. Through it you are also being saved, if you
hold fast to the word I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.
For I handed on to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our
sins in accordance with the Scriptures; that he was buried; that he was raised on the third
day in accordance with the Scriptures; that he appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve.
After that, Christ appeared to more than five hundred brothers at once, most of whom are
still living, though some have fallen asleep.
After that he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one born
abnormally, he appeared to me. For I am the least of the apostles, not fit to be called an
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.
But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me has not been ineffective.
Indeed, I have toiled harder than all of them; not I, however, but the grace of God that is
with me. Therefore, whether it be I or they, so we preach and so you believed.

Normally, the readings in the Lectionary are ordered and chosen in such a way that the first reading prepares
the way for the proclamation of the Gospel, since their contents harmonize. But this is not the case with the
second reading, which has an independent sequence. For this reason, the ideas provided by the Gospel
(supported by the first reading) and the Second Reading are usually different, and we are given the
opportunity to doubly enrich ourselves with the reflection of these readings. However, today we could say
that what Paul tells us in this text strongly supports the theme of vocation that we find in the Gospel and in
the first reading.

The apostles are defined as the emissaries who bear witness to the Resurrection of Christ. Those early
apostles were able to see the Risen Jesus with their own eyes. Even Paul, who did not meet him personally
when he lived in Palestine, was able to see the Risen One some time later, on the occasion of his conversion.

We, on the other hand, have not seen it with our own eyes, but the testimony of those, with the illumination
of God-Holy Spirit, has rooted in us the faith that allows us to have the conviction that that wonderful
phenomenon really happened. And as our faith revolves around the Resurrection of Christ, our mission is to
continue spreading it, so that others know it, just as we have been able to savor this magnificent news, which
other Christians shared with us.

(1) Read 1 Corinthians 15 (1-19) Reflect. Comment.
(2) Read Acts 9 (1-9), (17-19), (26-28) Reflect. Comment.

GOSPEL [ Luke 4 (21-30) ]

While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God, he was standing
by the Lake of Gennesaret. He saw two boats there alongside the lake; the fishermen had
disembarked and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging
to Simon, he asked him to put out a short distance from the shore.
Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.
After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water and lower your
nets for a catch.” Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked hard all night and have
caught nothing, but at your command I will lower the nets.”
When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were tearing.
They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come to help them. They came and
filled both boats so that the boats were in danger of sinking.
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said, “Depart from me, Lord,
for I am a sinful man.” For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him and
all those with him, and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners of
Simon.
Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” When they
brought their boats to the shore, they left everything and followed him.



In the first reading we saw how two different prophets listened differently to God's call to work as his
collaborators. Now we see the way in which according to Luke the first apostles were “hired”. We could say
then that today's texts invite us to reflect on vocation. The word “vocation” means “call”. This is something
that God does continually, and to everyone. So perhaps the correct thing would not be to pray for more
vocations, but for there to be more responses to the calls that God makes us
to serve him. And it is that the ordained priesthood is not the only way to
serve the Lord. There are many ways to collaborate with God in the
extension and definitive implantation of his Kingdom here on earth. We
should all be “fishing” for men and women to put them on the boat of
salvation.

The word Gospel translates as “Good News”. That is, news that must be
disclosed. In those times, it traveled from Jerusalem to Antioch and from
there to Rome, and from there to the whole world. We could ask ourselves if
the Gospel, after having come so far over time, has not lost its character of
news, of good news. The mission we have received is not to transmit our own
message, but the one that has been received. It is about proclaiming that
Jesus is not a mythology or an event of the past, but a person who lives and
makes live.

He appeared to the apostles and continues to "appear" to every believer who discovers him. In this Third
Millennium men will not believe because of the testimonies of the past but because of those of today. The
best proof that Christ has risen is that he makes us alive and is capable of changing the way of living of those
who believe in him.

(1) Do you think that the Lord has not called you yet?
(2) Read 2 Corinthians 6 (3-10). Reflect. Share.
(3) If the Lord has made you a participant in his Baptism and you have been consecrated as “priest and prophet, do you
consider that you have fulfilled what was expected of you? Could I have given more of you?

CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again
we lift up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.

All: We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your holy
power that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that come from
You, we give you thanks.
Leader: Lord hear our prayers (attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

All: In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now to
bless our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the Father ......
Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.
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