
Sunday Readings Study for Small Communities
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Cycle C - February 27. 2022

OPENING PRAYER
Leader: Lord, it is good to give thanks to you.

All: It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
to sing praise to your name, Most High,to
proclaim your kindness at dawn
and your faithfulness throughout the night.

Leader: Let us invoke the presence of God:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and
kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your
Spirit and renew the face of the earth.

O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit have instructed the hearts of the faithful grant that by the
same Spirit we may truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations.
Though Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING [ Eclesiasticus 27 (5-8) ]
When a sieve is shaken, the husks appear; so do one’s faults when one speaks. As the test of
what the potter molds is in the furnace, so in tribulation is the test of the just.
The fruit of a tree shows the care it has had; so too does one’s speech disclose the bent of
one’s mind.
Praise no one before he speaks, for it is then that people are tested.

The book of Ecclesiasticus, also known by the name of Sirach, was composed in Hebrew by Jesus, son of Sira,
around 200 BC, and translated into Greek by the author's grandson in Egypt some 70 years later. It is the work
of a man who reflects on the Scriptures and the history of Israel, and develops a set of teachings to maintain
and value the faith and tradition of the people, threatened by the growing strength of the Hellenic culture.

How to meet men? What to think, for example, of the morality of businessmen, externally honest? The reading
indicates three criteria: that of the sifter, that of the oven and that of the fruit.

In the same way that the sieve separates the wheat from the husk and the dirt that goes with it, so the
goodness or badness of men is reflected in their reflections and in their words. Just as the shortcomings of
pottery are revealed when they are fired in the kiln, so the passions of men are revealed in the heat of
discussion.

In short, just as trees are known by their fruits, so the thoughts and hearts of men shine through in their words
and deeds. In short, to pronounce on the way of being of a man, it is necessary to first know his way of thinking,
speaking and acting.

In any case, wisdom recommends extreme caution when judging others. The interior of man is a sanctuary that
only God and he know. Every man deserves our respect. However, his outward manifestations and his works fall
under the judgment of men, but it is fitting that this judgment not be hasty.

(1) Read Luke 6 (43-45). Reflect and share ideas.

(2) Read James 3 (5-11). reflect and share ideas

SECOND READING [ 1 Corinthians 15 (54-58) ]

Brothers and sisters:
When this which is corruptible clothes itself with incorruptibility and this which is mortal
clothes itself with immortality, then the word that is written shall come about:
Death is swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your
sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
But thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters, be firm, steadfast, always fully devoted to the
work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.



Paul ends this chapter 15 of his letter, dedicated to the theme of the resurrection and the problems it aroused
in the community of Corinth, with a kind of hymn to the definitive victory of life over death that Jesus Christ
has achieved.

When all the elect reach that "incorruptible", "immortal" life, then God's final objective manifested in Scripture,
which is the liquidation of the power of death, will have been fulfilled.

Paul analyzes the reason for this annihilation of the power of death: the cause was sin, and sin existed because
of the Law, which showed what had to be done but did not offer the strength to do it, so that men had to live
always with the guilty conscience of being unfaithful to the will of God; now, Jesus has actually accomplished
what is really the will of God, and man can adhere to him and free himself from sin.

This conviction of victory and full life in Jesus Christ, which we are invited to firmly believe, is what drives us
to "always work for the Lord, without reservations", with the certainty that it is really worth it.

GOSPEL [ Luke 6 (39-45) ]

Jesus told his disciples a parable,
“Can a blind person guide a blind person? Will not both fall into a pit? No disciple is
superior to the teacher; but when fully trained, every disciple will be like his teacher.
Why do you notice the splinter in your brother’s eye, but do not perceive the wooden beam
in your own? How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove that splinter in your
eye,’ when you do not even notice the wooden beam in your own eye? You
hypocrite! Remove the wooden beam from your eye first; then you will see clearly to
remove the splinter in your brother’s eye.
“A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit. For every tree
is known by its own fruit. For people do not pick figs from thornbushes, nor do they gather
grapes from brambles. A good person out of the store of goodness in his heart produces
good, but an evil person out of a store of evil produces evil; for from the fullness of the heart
the mouth speaks.”

This passage corresponds to the third fragment of Luke's "speech on the plain." The teachings about the blind
leading the blind and about the trees that bear good or bad fruit are not only for the scribes and Pharisees, (as
could be understood from the parallel text in the Gospel of Matthew) but they apply to the whole world.

Three teachings can be distinguished in the text:

-First, one should not think oneself too wise or pretend to lead others, but rather they have to know what their
own possibilities are and the need we all have to learn and seek light. The disciple must always be in a state of
learning, trying to become like his teacher, Jesus.

- Second, do not attempt to correct others without first looking to see if we have something to correct. It is
very absurd to claim to fix the lives of others when you have so many things to fix in yours. The exaggeration of
the image (of the beam in one's own eye) shows that Jesus must have had a special interest in warning his
disciples against this way of acting, and that he knew that it was very easy to fall into it.

- Third, a lesson on how to act and background attitudes, which can be read from two positions:

[ I ] What are the facts, the way of speaking and acting, the fruits, what shows who and how each person is. (In
the Gospel of Matthew we read: "You will know them by their fruits.")

[ II ] The important thing is to know what we have inside, what criteria and what underlying attitudes move us
to act. Because if what we carry inside is "treasure of goodness", what will emerge will be fruits of goodness,
while if we carry "treasure of evil", the fruits will be of evil.

Again, then, we find this key element in the way Jesus understands the actions of his followers and his own,
and which permeated last Sunday's Gospel: there is a "way of being", a way of understanding life and
relationships with others, which is that of the Kingdom, and another that is the opposite.

(1) Read Galatians 6 (1 – 5). Reflect and share ideas.

(2) Is it wrong to pretend to remove the speck from another's eye? Christ does not forbid it... only that he sets a
condition. Which? (Read the end of the second paragraph of the Gospel text)



CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again we
lift up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.

All: We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your holy
power that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that come from
You, we give you thanks.
Leader: Lord hear our prayers (attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

All: In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now to
bless our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the Father ......
Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.
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