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Cycle C - March 20, 2022

OPENING PRAYER
Leader: The Lord is my light and my salvation.

All: Your presence, O Lord, I seek. Hide not your face from me; do not
in anger repel your servant.You are my helper: cast me not off.

Leader: Let us invoke the presence of God:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of
your love. Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.
O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit have instructed the hearts of the
faithful grant that by the same Spirit we may truly wise and ever enjoy His
consolations.
Though Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING [ Exodus 3, 1-8a. 13-15 ]

Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian. Leading the flock
across the desert, he came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There an angel of the Lord appeared
to Moses in fire flaming out of a bush. As he looked on, he was surprised to see that the bush,
though on fire, was not consumed. So Moses decided, “I must go over to look at this remarkable
sight, and see why the bush is not burned.”
When the Lord saw him coming over to look at it more closely, God called out to him from the
bush, "Moses! Moses!” He answered, “Here I am.”
God said, “Come no nearer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place where you stand
is holy ground. I am the God of your fathers, “ he continued, “the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, the God of Jacob.”
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
But the Lord said, “I have witnessed the affliction of my people in Egypt and have heard their
cry of complaint against their slave drivers, so I know well what they are suffering. Therefore I
have come down to rescue them from the hands of the Egyptians and lead them out of that land
into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey.”
Moses said to God, “But when I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers
has sent me to you,’ if they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what am I to tell them?”
God replied, “I am who am.” Then he added, “This is what you shall tell the Israelites: I AM
sent me to you.” God spoke further to Moses, “Thus shall you say to the Israelites: The Lord,
the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob,
has sent me to you.
“This is my name forever; thus am I to be remembered through all generations.”

Moses had to flee Egypt after killing one of Pharaoh's agents. Then we find Moses in the Sinai desert, in the tribe
of Midian, where he married the daughter of chief Jethro and where he surely
received a religious formation according to the traditions of the nomads, very
different from what he had been. exhibited in Egypt, with many idols and gods
for every occasion. It is also possible to think that Moses found next to Jethro
stories of the God of his parents and some rites such as circumcision. Moses also
learned the nomadic practices that would be very useful for the 40 long years
that he had to lead his people through the deserts.

Moses was prepared by God to live a particularly decisive religious
experience. When he was grazing his father-in-law's herds, he was unaware of
the location of the holy places, and he accidentally entered one of those places,
near Horeb. The enclosure surrounds a sacred tree that is suddenly struck by lightning.



Moses meditates on these mysterious events and this mystical experience leads him to understand that the God
of his ancestors is also the God of promise. This allows Moses to open his eyes regarding the unfortunate situation of
the Hebrews in Egypt and makes him understand that this situation cannot continue without Yahweh coming to the
aid of the children of those to whom he has promised a land and numerous offspring. .

The encounter between Moses and God is real. But God is not necessarily in the burnt-out bush but in the heart
of Moses, who looks for meaning in the events he is seeing.

But an envoy has no chance of being well received if he does not say in whose name he is carrying out his
mission. The name that Moses will reveal to his brothers is YHWH (pronounced Yahweh);

The text explains that the word "Yahweh" means "I am who I am." In other words, Yahweh is the one true God.
He is "the one who is" and "the one who has always been and always will be", for there is no one like Him.

(1) God showed himself to Moses using a burning bush as a sign. God also manifests himself to us many times through events or
experiences, his Word, places, etc. However, where God communicates with us is the intimacy of our hearts. Reflect and discuss.
(2) What would have happened if Moses refused to heed God's call to lead his people to freedom?
(3) Are we aware that God also calls us to bring his message of liberation to those who live in the darkness of sin or religious
ignorance? What are we doing?
(4) In the Our Father we recite “hallowed be your name”. In the Semitic culture of Jesus Christ, the name defines a person. What
does the name of God mean? Why do we say that he deserves to be sanctified by us?
(5) Read and comment on the following paragraph:
(6) We know that Hebrew was originally written without vowels. The transcription of the tetragrammaton (YHWH) of the name of
God would be Yahveh, but towards the 17th century incorrect vowels were put into the tetragrammaton and it began to be read
Jehovah. Yahweh means: "I am". In contrast to all the gods who are said to be, but are not, who are said to save, but do not save,
Yahweh is the one who truly is and saves.
(6) Read Ruth 4(7). How can this information be used to interpret what God asked of Moses?

SECOND READING [ 1 Corinthians 10 (1-6),(10-12) ]

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the
cloud and all passed through the sea, and all of them were baptized into Moses in the cloud and
in the sea. All ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they drank
from a spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was the Christ. Yet God was not pleased
with most of them, for they were struck down in the desert.
These things happened as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil things, as they did.
Do not grumble as some of them did, and suffered death by the destroyer.
These things happened to them as an example, and they have been written down as a warning to
us, upon whom the end of the ages has come.
Therefore, whoever thinks he is standing secure should take care not to fall.

The Israelites were especially favored by God with signs that prophetically anticipated Christian graces: The
passage of the Red Sea, which was for them the unequivocal sign of having been freed from slavery in Egypt,
anticipated the baptism by which Christians are freed from the slavery of sin; the manna with which they were fed
on their pilgrimage through the desert was no longer, according to Saint Paul, a prophetic anticipation of the
presence of the Lord in the midst of the Church that pilgrims through this world.

Consequently, Paul also sees in the punishments that Israel suffered for its sins an exemplary threat to the
Church and a warning of the punishments that can come if it allows itself to be contaminated by environmental
idolatry.

(1) Saint Teresa of Avila recommended that our primary prayer be Thanksgiving, because that is how we remember the goodness
of the Lord, and when we have to ask, we will do so with greater confidence. Reflect on what God did for his chosen people, for his
Church and for us personally.
(2) Many critics of the Church think that the Church should "modernize" and accept things that the world is already having as
"normal" (for example, divorce, euthanasia, abortions, gay marriage, etc.) What are the dangers to which the Church is exposed
when she does not watch over her tradition and her doctrines?



GOSPEL [ Luke 13 (1-9) ]

Some people told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with the blood of
their sacrifices.
Jesus said to them in reply, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they
were greater sinners than all other Galileans? By no means!
But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did! Or those eighteen people who
were killed when the tower at Siloam fell on them— do you think they were more guilty than
everyone else who lived in Jerusalem?
By no means! But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!”
And he told them this parable: “There once was a person who had a fig tree planted in his
orchard, and when he came in search of fruit on it but found none, he said to the gardener,
‘For three years now I have come in search of fruit on this fig tree but have found none. So cut it
down. Why should it exhaust the soil?’ He said to him in reply, ‘Sir, leave it for this year also,
and I shall cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future. If not
you can cut it down.’”
Jesus is informed of the murder of some Galileans by Roman soldiers. There was then, in effect, the widespread
belief that certain personal misfortunes were the consequence of a previous sin.

Counting on this belief, Jesus asks the following question: Do you think that, because they suffered such a fate,
those Galileans were more sinful than the rest of the Galileans? The subsequent words make it clear that he is not
asking a question but an ironic statement: Those Galileans are no more sinners than the rest of the Galileans. And
he then adds his teaching-warning: If you don't convert, you too will die. The problem is not with the dead; the
problem is in the living, who theorize taking for granted that the thing is not going with them. One has a tendency
to judge, and above all, to think that "bad things happen to others and they deserve it because they are sinners, but
bad things happen to us, who are saints, as an injustice of God that It allows".

The text concludes with the graphic story of a fig tree that does not bear fruit, but which is not uprooted,
trusting that in the end it will bear fruit. The parable plays a double role, critical and hopeful. He makes us think,
to judge our present and past actions but at the same time he gives us hope that it is possible to rebuild our lives,
because God is always willing to give us another chance.

(1) It is logical that I should rectify if I acted badly. But, what should I improve if I act well? Do I consider myself so good and holy
that nothing in my life deserves to be improved?
(2) Can you still be good, but in a different way? How? Give examples
(3) Sometimes we ask ourselves the question of whether so-and-so or so-and-so will be condemned. Sometimes we don't even ask
it but we sentence it. Why are we interested in knowing their fate and destiny? Out of sheer curiosity? Because of resentment
against that person whom we judge as "bad"? To pray for that person to be saved?
(4) Why do you think there are good people who have problems?
(5) Recall instances where God gave someone a second chance and that person bore spiritual fruit. Is there a saint you remember
in that situation? What lessons can we learn from this?

CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again we lift
up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.

All: We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your holy power
that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that come from You, we give
you thanks.
Leader: Lord hear our prayers (attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

All: In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now to bless
our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the Father ......
Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.
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