
Sunday Readings Study for Small Communities
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Cycle C - March 27, 2022

OPENING PRAYER
Leader: Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

All: I sought the Lord, and he answered me and delivered me
from all my fears.

Leader: Let us invoke the presence of God:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them
the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the
earth.
O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit have instructed the hearts
of the faithful grant that by the same Spirit we may truly wise and
ever enjoy His consolations.
Though Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING [ Joshua 5 (9), (10-12) ]

The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have removed the reproach of Egypt from you.”
While the Israelites were encamped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, they celebrated the
Passover on the evening of the fourteenth of the month. On the day after the Passover, they ate
of the produce of the land in the form of unleavened cakes and parched grain. On that same day
after the Passover, on which they ate of the produce of the land, the manna ceased. No longer
was there manna for the Israelites, who that year ate of the yield of the land of Canaan.
The verses that precede the text of this reading narrate that immediately after having crossed the Jordan River to
begin to occupy the promised land, Yahweh ordered Joshua to camp so that the men could be purified through the
rite of circumcision since for having traveled for 40 years in the desert they had stopped doing this practice that
seals the covenant with God. They stayed there until they recovered, and that is when what was narrated in this
first reading happened. By sealing the covenant with God, they obtain the privilege of being able to celebrate
Easter, by once again being the People of God. This is what happens to us Christians, who after being baptized can
enjoy the privilege of eating the Body of Christ in the Eucharist.

We notice that when they are finally on their land, they will be able to cultivate it and produce their own food. The
Manna, providential food from Heaven, has run out. It is no longer necessary. However, this represents a danger,
since the Israelites could come to think that their lives did not depend so much on the generous hand of Yahweh.
That is why he will take care of sending them prophets to remind them, for example, we heard a few Sundays ago
how Jeremiah warned that «... the man who trusts in men and not in God is cursed...».

With this crossing of the Jordan, the liberation of Israel is completed and a new stage in the history of salvation
begins. Many centuries will still have to pass until the Son of God incarnates in the person of Jesus Christ, and thus
completes the Salvation Plan arranged by God after Adam's sin. Just as the liberation from Egyptian slavery was a
harbinger and guarantee of the future redemption carried out by the Messiah, so also the entry and possession of
the land presages and symbolizes the entry into the definitive homeland. The beatitude refers to it, which says:
"Blessed are the meek, for they shall possess the earth."

(1) The Israelites stopped receiving manna from heaven. How did they do from that moment to feed themselves?
(2) There was a stage in your life when everything was given to you, but there came a time when it was not necessary. When did
that happen?
(3) On the religious level, are you still at a stage where you should be given all kinds of religious instruction?
(4) Where can we search and find information to know God more?
(5) Read 2 Corinthians 5 (17). Interpret in light of this first reading, reflect and share ideas.
(6) Apart from these meetings, do I find time to learn more about God's Word? Do I prepare for these meetings by reading the texts
of the readings in advance and reflecting on them? When this meeting is over, is there something that helps me keep alive the
teachings that are being discovered?



SECOND READING [ 2 Corinthians 5 (17-21) ]

Brothers and sisters:
Whoever is in Christ is a new creation: the old things have passed away; behold, new things
have come. And all this is from God, who has reconciled us to himself through Christ
and given us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, God was reconciling the world to himself in
Christ, not counting their trespasses against them and entrusting to us the message of
reconciliation.
So we are ambassadors for Christ, as if God were appealing through us. We implore you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who did not know sin,
so that we might become the righteousness of God in him.

Men have sinned against God and God's response has been the only one that could come out of a heart that
overflows with love: understand and forgive us. Humanity sought through sin to separate itself from God, but He did
not allow Himself, and offered reconciliation. The power of God to forgive is very great, much greater than our
capacity to sin. That is why it is possible to accept the invitation that Paul makes in this reading, to be "new
creatures".

The one who was innocent, he paid for all. Paul says that Christ became "sin" for us, not that he did sin. That is, he
took the blame for the whole world upon himself. By confessing our sin we place ourselves before God and his
justice reaches us. Except that this justice then comes upon us as a grace, as forgiveness. Because God loves sinners,
and united to Christ we receive salvation. Christ is living reconciliation. Christ is the white flag for peace that God
sends to the world. Christ is the personal embrace between God and men. Christ is our peace. He took responsibility
for our sins, took them on himself and nailed them to the cross. Thus, God, through Christ, did not destroy the
enemies but the enmity.

It is necessary that men respond to the initiative of God in Christ, respond to the message of reconciliation,
continue announcing peace and work for it. Because it is not enough that God reconcile us with Him. We also need
to reconcile some men with others, some peoples with others, and everyone, the whole world, with God. The
mission of the Christian does not consist primarily in singing praises to the Lord, nor in being a person with a
peaceful life, but in taking an active part in the work of universal reconciliation, which implies both denouncing
injustices and sins, as well as trying to overcome them in collectively, through a spirit of courage, love and sacrifice.

(1) How many times is 'reconciliation' read in this reading? What does the word 'reconciliation' mean to you?
(2) If a person breaks a law and comes before the authorities to confess his guilt, what does he get? And if a person violates the
Law of God and appears before Him to confess his guilt, what does he receive?
(3) The text says: "Christ gave up taking into account the sins of men." Is my attitude similar or not?
(4) What does an ambassador do? What does Saint Paul mean by being "ambassadors of Christ"?
(5) Read Daniel 9 (4-10) and try to identify everything that is read there to summarize it in a kind of "quick method to learn to repent"

GOSPEL [ Luke 4 (21-30) ]
Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to listen to Jesus, but the Pharisees and scribes
began to complain, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So to them Jesus
addressed this parable:
“A man had two sons, and the younger son said to his father, ‘Father give me the share of your
estate that should come to me.’ So the father divided the property
between them. After a few days, the younger son collected all his
belongings and set off to a distant country where he squandered his
inheritance on a life of dissipation. When he had freely spent
everything, a severe famine struck that country, and he found
himself in dire need. So he hired himself out to one of the local
citizens who sent him to his farm to tend the swine. And he longed to
eat his fill of the pods on which the swine fed, but nobody gave him
any. Coming to his senses he thought, ‘How many of my father’s
hired workers have more than enough food to eat, but here am I,
dying from hunger. I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say
to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no
longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as you would treat one
of your hired workers.”’ So he got up and went back to his father.
While he was still a long way off, his father caught sight of him, and was filled with compassion.



He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed him. His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned
against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son.’ But his father
ordered his servants, ‘Quickly bring the finest robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger
and sandals on his feet. Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. Then let us celebrate with a
feast, because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again; he was lost, and has been
found.’ Then the celebration began.
Now the older son had been out in the field and, on his way back, as he neared the house, he
heard the sound of music and dancing. He called one of the servants and asked what this might
mean. The servant said to him, ‘Your brother has returned and your father has slaughtered the
fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ He became angry, and when he refused
to enter the house, his father came out and pleaded with him. He said to his father in reply,
‘Look, all these years I served you and not once did I disobey your orders; yet you never gave
me even a young goat to feast on with my friends. But when your son returns who swallowed up
your property with prostitutes, for him you slaughter the fattened calf.’
He said to him, ‘My son, you are here with me always; everything I have is yours. But now we
must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to life again; he was
lost and has been found.’”

I think it's a mistake to keep calling this the parable of the prodigal son. It would be better to call it "the parable
of the father who had two foolish sons". The father is the one who gives unity to the whole story, the central figure,
who appears in both parts. The father is the truly fascinating character in the story. He is the character who truly
loves and suffers. If we want to know what God is like, let's turn to this parable of the father who had two sons.

This parable constitutes an excellent initiation to the period of penitence. First of all, it is specified that the
two sons are sinners: this is the human condition. But one knows it and acts aware of his sinful condition; the other
refuses to recognize it and does not change his life at all. God comes for one and for the other: he goes out to meet
the smallest, but also to meet the greatest. God comes for all men, for sinners who know they are sinners and for
those who don't; he does not come only for a category of men.

To illustrate the idea of repentance, let's read the answers to question No. 5 of the second reading:
* Recognize that God was faithful to his part and you were not faithful to yours.
* Don't justify yourself; Leave the explanation part to God.
* Don't defend yourself; leave that job to your Advocate, the Paraclete, and to your Advocate, the Blood of

Christ.
* Recognize that you are not the first, nor the most important nor the most terrible of God's enemies. You are

one more. Do not give in to the pride of believing that yours is "very rare", "very serious". You are... one more.
* Recognize that it is typical of you to err or sin, and it is typical of God to understand and forgive.
* Praise the Lord, because his ability to forgive is greater than your ability to sin.
* Preach that in Him there is mercy. Preach it much and in many ways and in many places.

(1) What is a prodigal person? In this reading, who is a prodigal: the father or the son?
(2) Have you felt in your life the prodigality of the Father? What? When?
(3) Does God require any conditions to grant forgiveness? Which?
(4) What do you think is easier to happen? The Salvation? The damnation? Why?
(5) Read Luke 18 (9-14). What can we learn from the attitude of the older brother?

CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again we lift
up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.

All: We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your holy power
that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that come from You, we give
you thanks.
Leader: Lord hear our prayers (attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

All: In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now to bless
our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the Father ......
Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.
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