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Cycle C - April 3, 2022

OPENING PRAYER

Leader: The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

All: The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad indeed.

Leader: Let us invoke the presence of God:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire
of your love. Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.
O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit have instructed the hearts of the
faithful grant that by the same Spirit we may truly wise and ever enjoy His
consolations.
Though Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING [ Isaiah 43 (16-21) ]

Thus says the Lord, who opens a way in the sea and a path in the mighty waters,
who leads out chariots and horsemen, a powerful army, till they lie prostrate together, never
to rise, snuffed out and quenched like a wick. Remember not the events of the past, the
things of long ago consider not; see, I am doing something new!
Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? In the desert I make a way, in the wasteland,
rivers. Wild beasts honor me, jackals and ostriches, for I put water in the desert and rivers
in the wasteland for my chosen people to drink, the people whom I formed for myself, that
they might announce my praise.

The people that God formed to give him glory, to "proclaim his praise" among the nations, did not give glory to
God, but sorrow. Israel was then a people of exiles, insulted and subjugated by their enemies, who mocked the
name of Yahweh. But the days of Babylon were numbered, and Cyrus advanced from Persia unknowingly
bringing revenge for Israel. For Cyrus is nothing more than Yahweh's envoy who is about to intervene for the
honor of his name and in favor of Israel.

As in former times, when the exodus from Egypt drowned Israel's persecutors in the Red Sea and opened a
path for the Israelites to the promised land, so now Yahweh will destroy the enemies of the people and open a
path for them. to return to Palestine.

Salvation is already coming. The prophet invites the exiles to see what is happening and to interpret the
signs of his own liberation. It will be like a second exodus, and it is good not to forget the first in order to gain
encouragement and confidence in the power of Yahweh. But now it will also be something different and even
surprising, something new, something that will make us forget the ancient deeds of Yahweh: "Do not remember
the old, do not think about the old; see that I am doing something new."

If in the first exodus Yahweh opened paths in the sea, in this second he will make rivers flow through the
desert and will transform a situation of death into another situation of life. The author introduces a poetic
trait to express the change that is announced in the history of Israel: even the beasts of the desert will rejoice
for the water of the desert, they too will receive abundant food and drink from God.

(1) What do you think is that “something new” that God is speaking about through the mouth of Isaiah?
(2) Have you experienced, or are you experiencing "something new" in your life? In your family? In the community?
(3) How do you interpret that of "Do not remember the past or think of the old"?
(4) What does this reading reveal to us about the character of God?
(5) Given the proximity of Holy Week, what lesson could we draw from this reading?



SECOND READING [ Philippians 3 (7-14) ]

Brothers and sisters:
I consider everything as a loss because of the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things and I consider them so much
rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having any righteousness of my
own based on the law but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from
God, depending on faith to know him and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of
his sufferings by being conformed to his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection
from the dead. It is not that I have already taken hold of it or have already attained perfect
maturity, but I continue my pursuit in hope that I may possess it, since I have indeed been
taken possession of by Christ Jesus.
Brothers and sisters, I for my part do not consider myself to have taken possession. Just one
thing: forgetting what lies behind but straining forward to what lies ahead,

To know Christ, to win Christ, to exist in Christ, to share in his sufferings, to die his death, to know and
participate in the power of his resurrection: this is the Christian life. There are different levels and degrees.
But what depths can be achieved in this diving in Christ! Paul offers himself as an example: he was overtaken
by Christ when he was running in another direction; now it is he who intends to reach Christ, "running toward
the goal, rushing forward." Like the athlete, he is always in progressive tension.

The Christian life is essentially a journey, a race and progress. And we must not forget an athletic
requirement: to get rid of excessive weight and useless loads. To the good athlete, everything is a nuisance
and "garbage" compared to the prize. The great difference that the saints have made is that they never
deviated from their goal, they always kept their attention focused on what was to come, downplaying what
was not truly necessary to achieve the desired goal. The saints existed in Christ, shared his sufferings, died
his death and ran towards the finish line shedding the weight that would have prevented them from winning
the race.

(1) Paul tells us that he now considers everything "garbage." Compared to what?.... and for what?
(2) On the material plane, do we have things that are not needed to continue our life? There are many? They are few?
(3) On the emotional level, do we have ideas or thoughts that we keep but that are of no use to us?
(4) On the spiritual level, do we need to "prune" certain customs or beliefs that are not fundamental to our salvation or to help
extend the Kingdom of God in the world?
(5) Imagine driving on a freeway looking only in the rearview mirror. What would happen? Would you reach your destination?
(6) What does Paul mean in the last sentence of this reading?

GOSPEL [ John 8 (1-11) ]

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. But early in the morning he arrived again in the temple
area, and all the people started coming to him, and he sat down and taught them.
Then the scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been
caught in adultery and made her stand in the middle. They said to him,
“Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing
adultery. Now in the law, Moses commanded us to stone such women.
So what do you say?” They said this to test him, so that they could have
some charge to bring against him.
Jesus bent down and began to write on the ground with his finger. But
when they continued asking him, he straightened up and said to them,
“Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone
at her.” Again he bent down and wrote on the ground.
And in response, they went away one by one, beginning with the elders.
So he was left alone with the woman before him.
Then Jesus straightened up and said to her, “Woman, where are they?
Has no one condemned you?” She replied, “No one, sir.” Then Jesus said, “Neither do I
condemn you. Go, and from now on do not sin any more.”



The question of the woman caught in adultery put Jesus in a real bind. In the event of adultery, the husband
filed for divorce, which was granted automatically. Adultery itself only occurred when a married man had
intimate relations with another's wife, whether married or engaged (because courtship was equivalent to
marriage). Absolute marital fidelity only weighed on the woman who, by virtue of the marriage contract,
became the property of the man. The law, therefore, tended above all to protect the property of the married
man, that is, his right to the exclusive property of the woman. The law established
that the sin-crime of adultery carried the death penalty.

This story belongs to the highest peaks of the gospel, because in it the whole
meaning of the salvation that Jesus offers us is revealed in a visible way. He does not
preach a conversion like the one offered by John the Baptist, for whom conversion was
a condition for regaining communion with God, for re-entering the community of God's
people. Rather, Jesus goes to meet men and welcomes them into the sphere of God's
love. The sinner feels truly forgiven. This forgiveness of sins touches the person in the
most intimate, in order to move him to conversion. The forgiveness of sins that Jesus
gives causes conversion; In Christ, conversion is the consequence of forgiveness, it is
not a precondition. The sinner is converted by discovering himself as a forgivable
creature.

This is the new order that God makes present in the world through the word and life of Jesus, his Son. This
is the Kingdom of God that Jesus Christ preaches, a Kingdom in which God manifests himself to men as the God
of unconditional love, which is clearly seen in the unconditional forgiveness of sins. Man finds himself again,
knowing that he is loved and welcomed by God.

(1) How do you feel about Jesus' treatment of the woman? It was fair? Why?
(2) Last week we read in the second reading: "Christ renounced taking into account the sins of men" How do you understand
that phrase in light of this Gospel passage?
(3) Do you believe that God's love is continuous, uninterrupted?
(4) Based on the answer to the previous question, does God's love stop when we are sinning?
(5) Knowing that God loves us even when we are not showing him love, how do you understand the offense of sin?
(6) Have you fallen into the easy temptation of judging those who accused the adulterous woman? Haven't you behaved in a
certain way in the same way, seeing the sin in others?

CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again we
lift up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.

All: We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your holy
power that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that come from
You, we give you thanks.
Leader: Lord hear our prayers (attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

All: In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now to
bless our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the Father ......
Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.
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