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Easter Sunday - The Resurrection of the Lord

Cycle C - April 17, 2022

OPENING PRAYER
Leader: This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice
and be glad.

All: The stone which the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone. By the Lord has this been done;
it is wonderful in our eyes.

Leader: Let us invoke the presence of God:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle
in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and
renew the face of the earth.
O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit have instructed
the hearts of the faithful grant that by the same Spirit we
may truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations.

FIRST READING [ Acts 10 (34a, 37-43) ]

Peter proceeded to speak and said: “You know what has happened all over Judea, beginning in
Galilee after the baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and power. He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil,
for God was with him. We are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in
Jerusalem.
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. This man God raised on the third day and
granted that he be visible, not to all the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen by God in
advance, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.
He commissioned us to preach to the people and testify that he is the one appointed by God as
judge of the living and the dead.
To him all the prophets bear witness, that everyone who believes in him will receive
forgiveness of sins through his name.”

We have here a compendium of Peter's preaching. We see in his words how he describes the activity of Jesus,
emphasizing that the thing began in Galilee. Pedro is convinced of what he says. He does not speak of what he has
been told, but of what he himself has seen with his own eyes.

But he is not the only witness; Peter speaks in solidarity with all the apostles: "We are witnesses..." The testimony
of the apostles can be summed up in these words: Jesus is the Christ, the Lord.

There is, then, an identity between the preached Christ and the historical Jesus, and this same identity
constitutes the substance of the Christian faith.

Jesus is the Lord, the judge of the living and the dead; but it is also the human face of God's love: in it it has been
manifested that God loves us and forgives us. Peter invokes the unanimous testimony of the prophets to announce
the great news: that everyone, without distinction, can receive God's forgiveness if we believe that Jesus is Lord.
The gospel is the announcement of the death and resurrection of Jesus and, consequently, the announcement of
God's forgiveness to all who believe in the name of Jesus. The gospel is always the gospel of reconciliation.

The reading is a fragment of chapter 10 that narrates Peter's preaching before a Roman proselyte: the centurion
Cornelius in Caesarea. It is the first time that the Christian message leaves the strictly Jewish circle in its
different religious groups. Peter focuses on the typical announcement of the multiple speeches in the book of Acts:
(it is what we call “kerygma”):
1 / Christ has died and has risen;
2 / the Scripture, the prophets in this case, already announced it;
3/ we are witnesses of everything that happened;
4 / Change your life, accept faith in Christ and be baptized.



God is the absolute protagonist: he has guided Jesus with his Spirit, he has resurrected him, he has allowed those
he wanted to see him, and he has commissioned the disciples to preach his message. The resurrection of Christ is,
therefore, God's gift to the people, beginning with the Jews and including the pagans.

(1) Would you like Christ to use you to bear witness to him and minister to others? How?
(2) After answering the previous question, discuss the implications of your decision. Do you know if your life will have to undergo
changes? Why?
(3) Reread the text. What do you find most interesting about reading? Why?

SECOND READING [ Colossians 3 (1-4) ]

Brothers and sisters:
If then you were raised with Christ, seek what is above, where Christ is seated at the right hand
of God.
Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with
Christ in God. When Christ your life appears, then you too will appear with him in glory.

The resurrection is not only what happened once in Christ, but what is to happen in us through Christ and in Christ.
Even more: in a certain sense, it is what has already happened through baptism. It has happened radically, at the
root, but it must still manifest itself in its consequences, in the fruits.

Because it has already happened in us, new life is possible; because it has not yet been manifested, it is necessary
to bear fruit of eternal life. Our life moves between the "already" and the "not-yet".

There is, therefore, a path to travel and a duty to fulfill. We are in it, in the step or trance of the decision. We
have to choose, and our choice cannot be other than "the goods from above". Which does not mean that the
Christian disregards the "goods of the earth", if this implies disregarding love for one's neighbor. For the "goods
from above", that is, what we hope for, is also the transformation through love of the world we inhabit.

Paul regards the believer as a man who has died with Christ to the elements of the world and has risen with him.
In this same line he approaches what today we would call the Christian commitment. This, as such, is for life. That
is, the believer has committed himself to live in a different way than he lived before. Believing thus implies
discovering this new way of living, globally called Christian life, as something possible - if he wants it - for those
who believe. Christian life, however, does not simply develop by itself, but, in fact, is constantly beset by hostile
forces that hinder it and that nest in man himself. That is to say, the believer, despite his good will and the
attraction he may feel for his new way of living, is not - for that reason alone - freed from obstacles when it
comes to being consistent in his decisions with what he has believed. and has seen. Therefore, what we call
conversion is actually a lifelong task. Christian will not be, then, the converted man, but, more exactly, the one
who never ceases to convert.

And for this we always need to keep in mind the recommendation of Saint Paul: “seek, desire what is above, not
what is of the earth.”

(1) How can we overcome the attractions and distractions of this world in order to set our sights on “things above”?

GOSPEL [ John 20 (1 - 9) ]

On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, while it
was still dark, and saw the stone removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter
and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, “They have taken the Lord from the
tomb, and we don’t know where they put him.”
So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. They both ran, but the other
disciple ran faster than Peter and arrived at the tomb first; he bent down and saw the burial
cloths there, but did not go in.



When Simon Peter arrived after him, he went into the
tomb and saw the burial cloths there, and the cloth
that had covered his head, not with the burial cloths
but rolled up in a separate place.
Then the other disciple also went in, the one who
had arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and
believed.
For they did not yet understand the Scripture that he
had to rise from the dead.

Mary has seen that the tomb is open and runs to where the disciples are, but she can only make a banal statement:
"They have taken the Lord from the tomb." Mary thinks of body snatchers. On the other hand, none of the disciples
expected the resurrection of Jesus. Note the symbolism of the empty tomb scene: Jesus has been "loosed" from
the bonds of the realm of death; instead, Lazarus has to be "loosed" in order to walk (to follow Jesus). This is what
"sees", from faith, the beloved Disciple, and with him, the community.

"The other disciple" arrives before Peter at the tomb, but gives him the priority of entering. Peter walks in and
sees the situation, but it is the other disciple who "sees and believes." Surely "the other disciple" is "the one whom
Jesus loved", whom the Gospel of John presents as a model of the true believer. In fact, this disciple, contrary to
what Thomas will do, believes without having seen Jesus. Only the little that he has seen in the tomb allows him
to understand what the Scriptures announced: that Jesus would not be defeated by death.

But he still has a way to go. He first needs to hear the official testimony of the Church, the one given by Peter and
for which the prince of the apostles gathered all the evidence: the bandages on the ground, and in a separate
place, the carefully folded shroud. They are silent proofs. The absence of the body is certainly not the proof of
the resurrection; It is the indication of the glorifying power of God that the followers of Christ will be deciphering
and discovering, with the help of the Holy Spirit.

(1) Reread the text. What do you find most interesting about reading? Why?

CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again we lift
up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.

Today we will read the Sequence of Easter Sunday [ Victimae paschali laudes ]

All:Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer your thankful praises! - A Lamb the sheep redeems;
Christ, who only is sinless, reconciles sinners to the Father.
Death and life have contended in that combat stupendous: The Prince of life, who died, reigns
immortal.
Speak, Mary, declaring what you saw, wayfaring.
“The tomb of Christ, who is living, The glory of Jesus’ resurrection; bright angels attesting,
The shroud and napkin resting. Yes, Christ my hope is arisen; to Galilee he goes before you.”
Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtaining.
Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning!
Amen. Alleluia.

Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.

Deacon José Moronta DeaconJMoronta @ stmarktampa.org


	Sunday Readings Study for Small Communities
	         OPENING PRAYER

