
Sunday Readings Study for Small Communities
Second Sunday of Easter

Cycle C - April 24, 2022

OPENING PRAYER

Leader: This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.

All: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting.

Leader: Let us invoke the presence of God:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the
fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.
O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit have instructed the hearts of
the faithful grant that by the same Spirit we may truly wise and ever
enjoy His consolations.

FIRST READING [ Acts 5 (12-16) ]

Many signs and wonders were done among the people at the hands of the apostles. They were
all together in Solomon’s portico. one of the others dared to join them, but the people
esteemed them. Yet more than ever, believers in the Lord, great numbers of men and women,
were added to them. Thus they even carried the sick out into the streets and laid them on cots
and mats so that when Peter came by, at least his shadow might fall on one or another of them.
A large number of people from the towns in the vicinity of Jerusalem also gathered, bringing
the sick and those disturbed by unclean spirits, and they were all cured.

This fragment of Acts is a summary of the type that we find in the Gospels about moments of the public life of
Jesus, and that are not historical summaries, but theological ones, so it is not opportune to take them literally.
Something that had already been said about Jesus is repeated about the disciples of Jesus and the primitive
community.

The main thing is that they highlight the community between Christians and God. They are an extension, in other
circumstances and supported by the Lord himself, of what Jesus had represented. They make the Lord present in
other times and places.

The signs of the Kingdom that had been given with Jesus are given, specifically the cures. This shows that the
community realizes the Kingdom following the example of Jesus. This, from the theological point of view. To know
the historical reality, it is necessary to put together these summaries, with such optimistic tones, with other data
from the same book of Acts in other places that show the history of the first community.

But the Church should in any case make the Kingdom present as Jesus did, improving the condition of human
beings from now on.

(1) Read 2 Corinthians 12 (9-10). Reflect. Comment.
(2) How can the comment in the previous question be related to today's first reading?
(3) Would you like Christ to use you to minister to other people? Why?
(4) After answering the previous question, discuss the implications of your decision. Do you know if your life will have to undergo
changes? Why?
(5) Reread the text. What do you find most interesting about reading? Why?



SECOND READING [ Revelation 1 (9-11), (12-13), (17-19) ]

I, John, your brother, who share with youthe distress, the kingdom, and the endurance we have
in Jesus, found myself on the island called Patmos because I proclaimed God’s word and gave
testimony to Jesus.
I was caught up in spirit on the Lord’s day and heard behind me a voice as loud as a trumpet,
which said, “Write on a scroll what you see.” Then I turned to see whose voice it was that
spoke to me, and when I turned, I saw seven gold lampstands and in the midst of the
lampstands one like a son of man, wearing an ankle-length robe, with a gold sash around his
chest.
When I caught sight of him, I fell down at his feet as though dead. He touched me with his right
hand and said, “Do not be afraid. I am the first and the last, the one who lives. Once I was
dead, but now I am alive forever and ever. I hold the keys to death and the netherworld. Write
down, therefore, what you have seen, and what is happening, and what will happen
afterwards.”

Revelation is probably the most talked about book in all of Scripture. Of exceptional value to the Church, it seeks
to strengthen the people of God of all times. It is a message of hope, consolation and encouragement in the trial
that the flattery of this world or the threats of persecutors represent for Christians. It is always read at
celebrations, especially at Easter time.

John, exiled for being faithful to Jesus, presents himself with the authority that fidelity confers on him. He does it
on a Sunday, the first day of the week, the Lord's Day, to convey a message to the communities.

Despite his majesty, Jesus Christ does not inspire fear, but confidence: he is risen and gives life, even to the dead.
He is present in the events of the world. Now the apostle-prophet is manifested so that he may first announce the
present and then what is going to happen.

The same Lord, then, who passes in the midst of his communities, speaks today to the faith of believers. Only he
can tell the truth: "never fear anything, neither life nor death." Because I am with you.

(1) When John had to go into exile on Patmos, he heard the voice of Christ. Do you remember other cases of people who
received revelations and understanding of the things of God when they suffered because of their faith?
(2) Can good things come out of suffering? Why?
(3) The apostle fell "as dead." What happened after Christ touched him?
(4) How does Christ touch you (or has touched) through other people?
(5) How does Christ touch you when you act as his messenger?

GOSPEL [ John 20 (19-31) ]

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples
were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be
with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I send you.” And when he had said this, he breathed
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins
you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are
retained.”
Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. So the other disciples said to him, “We have
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of
the nails in his hands and put my finger into the nailmarks and
put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”

Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with them. Jesus came,
although the doors were locked, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” Then
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it
into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” Thomas answered and said to him, “My
Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”



Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this
book. But these are written that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that through this belief you may have life in his name.

Each evangelist presents the events after the Resurrection in a different way. In the case of John, whose text is
the one proclaimed this week, we see that Jesus appears twice to his disciples, and
apart from the anecdotal detail that we always remember with more intensity
(Thomas' doubt), there are several very interesting elements that is worth
considering.

The one who appears to the disciples is the same Jesus who from the cross drew
everyone to him, since he gave his life for love. And the proof is the crucifixion marks
on his body. It is Jesus, whom they had not seen for three days, but now he appears
to them glorified. That is why he can transmit to them the peace of God, which gives
them the strength to overcome fear. (The greeting "Peace be with you" can be read
three times in the text.)

He also ratifies what was promised at the Last Supper about the coming of the Holy
Spirit, which will take place fifty days later, when the apostles are reunited again
during the celebration of Pentecost. Another thing worth noting is the institution of
the sacrament of reconciliation. The disciples of Christ have as their mission for the world that of extending God's
forgiveness to all. The Work of Christ has been a work of salvation and the disciples have no other task than to
continue this mission that Jesus Christ began.

(1) Jesus gave them the Holy Spirit by breathing on his apostles. Why and what for? What effects did this gesture produce?
(2) Is the Holy Spirit that we have received at Baptism different, or of a different intensity?
(3) Do you have the Holy Spirit "bound" so that you don't feel its effects? What do we need to see the Spirit act in us?
(4) If instead of Thomas another of the apostles had been absent, would he have acted differently?
(5) What happened when Thomas resolved his doubt?
(6) Can we use doubts to grow spiritually? Why?

CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again we lift
up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.

All: We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your holy
power that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that come from You,
we give you thanks.
Leader: Lord hear our prayers (attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

All: In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now to bless
our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the Father ......
Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.
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