
Sunday Readings Study for Small Communities
Third Sunday of Easter

Cycle C - May 1, 2022

OPENING PRAYER
Leader: I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.

All: Sing praise to the Lord, you his faithful ones,and give thanks to his holy
name.

Leader: Let us invoke the presence of God:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your
love. Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.
O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit have instructed the hearts of the faithful
grant that by the same Spirit we may truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations.

FIRST READING [ Acts 5 (27-32), (40-41) ]

When the captain and the court officers had brought the apostles in and made them stand
before the Sanhedrin, the high priest questioned them, “We gave you strict orders, did we not,
to stop teaching in that name? Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and want to
bring this man’s blood upon us.”
But Peter and the apostles said in reply, “We must obey God rather than men. The God of our
ancestors raised Jesus, though you had him killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him
at his right hand as leader and savior to grant Israel repentance and forgiveness of sins. We
are witnesses of these things, as is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey
him.”
The Sanhedrin ordered the apostles to stop speaking in the name of Jesus, and dismissed them.
So they left the presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they had been found worthy to suffer
dishonor for the sake of the name.

The apostles were imprisoned, but soon they were able to prodigiously escape from prison and immediately
return to the temple to continue their proclamation of the Gospel. It is then that they are brought before
the Sanhedrin, the highest Jewish court, for questioning.

The response of the apostles, led by Peter, consists first of all in placing absolute fidelity to God as the
foundation of their actions, even when this contradicts human opinions or institutions.

Then there is a presentation, like a sermon, of the theme that they repeated over and over again: The
kerygma. That is, the announcement of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. They add the condition of
the apostles as witnesses and raise an invitation to conversion to achieve friendship with God through his
forgiveness.

The author, Luke, insists on presenting us with the relationship between the first Christians and Christ.
There was a persecution (and other worse ones followed) that is a kind of continuation of the one that the
Lord lived in his own flesh. But, on the other hand, the apostles, instead of being daunted, not only continue
in their preaching mission, but they do it full of a joy that gives them knowing they are blessed for being
mistreated because of their fidelity to God.

(1) Read the last sentence of this reading again. What strikes you about those words?
(2) How can you have difficulties and feel joy at the same time? Will this be possible? Why?
(3) The high priest says: "You have filled Jerusalem with your teachings and want to hold us responsible for that man's blood."
How can this expression be judged? What must we do so as not to try to deceive others with a false appearance, as the high
priest wanted to do?
(4) We read that Peter said: "First we must obey God and then men." Analyze and discuss this sentence.
(5) Read John 15 (26-27) and John 16 (7-8) Compare with the last sentence of this reading.



SECOND READING [ Revelation 5 (11-14) ]

I, John, looked and heard the voices of many angels who surrounded the throne and the living
creatures and the elders. They were countless in number, and they cried out in a loud voice:
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches, wisdom and strength, honor
and glory and blessing.”
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea,
everything in the universe, cry out:
“To the one who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor, glory and might,
forever and ever.”
The four living creatures answered, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped.

In the book of Revelation we find, in chapters 4 and 5, the celebration of a heavenly liturgy. We read that there is
a throne in the center, which represents the universal sovereignty of God. Surrounding them are 24 elders "with
white robes and gold crowns on their heads." And on the four sides of the throne remain four "Living". It seems
that the 24 elders represent the Twelve Tribes of Israel and the Twelve Apostles, while the 4 living ones seem to
represent the entire creation.

The center of attention is a closed document with seven seals, which contain God's plan for creation. This plan
can only be unveiled by the Lamb (which is Christ) to make it a reality.

This Lamb is then praised by an incalculable number of angels and all the creatures of the universe.
Prostration was a gesture applied to emperors and sovereigns, which the author of the Apocalypse reproduces to
point out that the Lamb is worthy of all kinds of reverence and worship.

The sealed book is given to the Lamb to reveal the contents that no one was worthy to read, and the entire
heavenly court bursts into hymn of praise and adoration. The focus is on the Lamb. The choir of the elders is
followed by the choir of angels. Thousands and millions was the largest formula or number that ancient times used
to make calculations. Here it indicates an immense crowd, impossible to count.

Before the heavenly court is proclaimed the power, dignity and full sovereignty of the victor that extends
beyond the heavenly circle. The creation in all its sectors, differentiated by the creatures that are in the sky, on
the earth, under the earth and in the sea, participate in the praise of God.

This text is purely doxological and not narrative or doctrinal. It would be wrong to pretend to find a direct
message in all the biblical texts. We are used to asking these kinds of questions to texts and perhaps we find
ourselves disoriented when faced with passages like this one that do not have it. Doxology is praise,
acknowledgment of worship for what God is or what God does. It's not even explicitly Thanksgiving. The doxology
best known to all is the "Glory to the Father..."

[There are no reflection questions for this second reading]

GOSPEL [John 21 (1-19)]

At that time, Jesus revealed himself again to his disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. He revealed
himself in this way. Together were Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus, Nathanael from
Cana in Galilee, Zebedee’s sons, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, “I
am going fishing.” They said to him, “We also will come with you.” So they went out and got
into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. When it was already dawn, Jesus was
standing on the shore; but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus.
Jesus said to them, “Children, have you caught anything to eat?” They answered him, “No.”
So he said to them, “Cast the net over the right side of the boat and you will find something.”
So they cast it, and were not able to pull it in because of the number of fish. So the disciple
whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord,
he tucked in his garment, for he was lightly clad, and jumped into the sea. The other disciples
came in the boat, for they were not far from shore, only about a hundred yards, dragging the
net with the fish.
When they climbed out on shore, they saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread.
Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you just caught.” So Simon Peter went over and
dragged the net ashore full of one hundred fifty-three large fish. Even though there were so
many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come, have breakfast.”
And none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they realized it was the
Lord. Jesus came over and took the bread and gave it to them, and in like manner the fish. This



was now the third time Jesus was revealed to his disciples after being raised from the dead.
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love
me more than these?” Simon Peter answered him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus
said to him, “Feed my lambs.” He then said to Simon Peter a second time, “Simon, son of John,
do you love me?” Simon Peter answered him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said
to him, “Tend my sheep.” Jesus said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love
me?” Peter was distressed that Jesus had said to him a third time, “Do you love me?” and he
said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed
my sheep.
Amen, amen, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to dress yourself and go where
you wanted; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will
dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.”
He said this signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when he had said this,
he said to him, “Follow me.”

Every time the risen Jesus Christ is shown to someone, we notice that he is not immediately recognized. Perhaps
it is a resource of the authors of the sacred texts to suggest that the risen Christ can only be recognized by faith.

The abundant fishing draws attention, and even more so that the number of fish is
specified: One hundred and fifty-three. John, master in handling symbolism, wants to tell
us that the apostles will be able to ride in the boat, metaphorical image of the Church, to
all the peoples where the Gospel is preached. By the time John composed his work, 153
nations were known. By using this same number, he is giving us to understand that all the
nations of the world will be “fished”, or in other words, they will be invited to
participate in the banquet that Jesus Christ entrusted to the Church that the apostle
Peter would lead at first.

The act of seeing Jesus eating with them, more than an anecdotal event, was for the
apostles a demonstration that it was not a question of a spirit or ghost, but of a living
being, capable of eating. From there was born later the preaching with such conviction in
which with passion, the apostles affirmed that Christ lived, that he had indeed risen.

Then we have the dialogue with Pedro. If the emotional apostle was able, in a
moment of weakness, to deny Christ three times, he forces him, with his questions, to confess his love for her the
same number of times. Juan even recreates the same scenario: in front of a campfire. In front of a campfire Pedro
denied Christ and in front of a campfire he was able to declare his love for him.

With this, Pedro can feel the relief of forgiveness (which sadly Iscariot did not seek). It is that Christ, instead of
reviewing our past, is more interested in betting on our future, as he did with Peter, whom he did not charge for
his betrayal (he did not even mention it to him), but on the contrary, he entrusted the reins of the Church.

(1) What is it that most calls your attention in this text?
(2) Read Luke 5 (1-11) and compare with this reading.
(3) How often do we keep a mental file of other people's faults? Is it a light load to carry?
(4) Is forgiveness really a possible feeling? Is it an ideal difficult to achieve? Why?
(5) Who should take the initiative to restore a relationship? The offended or the offender? Why? What did Jesus Christ do?

CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again we lift
up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.
All: We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your holy
power that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that come from You,
we give you thanks.
Leader: Lord hear our prayers (attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

All: In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now to bless
our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the Father ......
Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.
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