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OPENING PRAYER

Leader: Know that the Lord is God; He made us, his we are; his people,
the flock He tends.

All: The Lord is good: his kindness endures forever, and his
faithfulness, to all generations.

Leader: Let us invoke the presence of God:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire
of your love. Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.
O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit have instructed the hearts of the
faithful grant that by the same Spirit we may truly wise and ever enjoy His
consolations.

FIRST READING [ Acts 13 (14), (43-52) ]

Paul and Barnabas continued on from Perga and reached Antioch in Pisidia. On the sabbath
they entered the synagogue and took their seats. Many Jews and worshipers who were
converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who spoke to them and urged them to
remain faithful to the grace of God.
On the following sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. When
the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and with violent abuse contradicted
what Paul said. Both Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said,
“It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first, but since you reject it and
condemn yourselves as unworthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. For so the Lord
has commanded us, I have made you a light to the Gentiles, that you may be an instrument of
salvation to the ends of the earth.”
The Gentiles were delighted when they heard this and glorified the word of the Lord. All who
were destined for eternal life came to believe, and the word of the Lord continued to spread
through the whole region. The Jews, however, incited the women of prominence who were
worshipers and the leading men of the city, stirred up a persecution against Paul and
Barnabas, and expelled them from their territory. So they shook the dust from their feet in
protest against them, and went to Iconium.
The disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.

Paul accompanies Barnabas, who has been his sponsor in the process of conversion and acceptance by the
Christians of those who previously persecuted them. Both leave Palestine, and preach the Gospel in heathen
lands. In Antioch they go to the synagogue, and there they tell their fellow Jews about Jesus of Nazareth,
presenting him as the Messiah that God has sent into the world. By the way, in that synagogue, Paul makes a
long speech that is not read today, and can be found in chapter 13 of Acts.

There is some initial interest, but when opposed by the authorities, the majority becomes aggressive and the
apostles have to leave the synagogue. This is the crucial point that marks the beginning of the preaching of the
Gospel to non-Jews, and the Church has not stopped growing since then.... This is how things were in the early
years of Christianity.

In Antioch (or rather we should say from Antioch) the Gospel is not only opened to the Gentiles as a
concession, but a certain preference is given to them. The scene is symbolic, because Paul will continue to
preach to the Jews. This is not a radical change in Paul's way of proceeding. Paul will preach to both groups.

The preaching of the message gives rise, as on other occasions, to persecution, but the apostles do not cease
in their activity because it is not a question of their work but of the Spirit, who fills them with joy and strength.
There is an announcement of the message: Some accept it and others do not. The Word spreads because
favorable events are the work of the Spirit.



(1) What do you think of the attitude of the Jews in the synagogue?
(2) Do you think that this attitude has been repeated among Christians? Why? When?
(3) What is the reason why few dedicate themselves to the study of the Word?
(4) What can we do so that fewer Christians reject the Word and more Christians are excited to know it?
(5) How could we be instruments of salvation for those who do not know (or know very little) about Jesus?

SECOND READING [ Revelation 7 (9), (14-17) ]

I, John, had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could count, from every nation, race,
people, and tongue. They stood before the throne and before the Lamb, wearing white robes
and holding palm branches in their hands.
Then one of the elders said to me, “These are the ones who have survived the time of great
distress; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
“For this reason they stand before God’s throne and worship him day and night in his temple.
The one who sits on the throne will shelter them. They will not hunger or thirst anymore,
nor will the sun or any heat strike them. For the Lamb who is in the center of the throne will
shepherd them and lead them to springs of life-giving water, and God will wipe away every
tear from their eyes.”

In the book of Revelation, we can read between chapters 4 and 8 the vision of a closed document that
contains seven seals, which the Lamb opens one after another. After the sixth seal, we read about a multitude
of the saved, in two stages: the first speaks of the 144 thousand marked (representing the fullness of God's
people) and then another countless multitude that comes from all peoples.

In the case of this book, many times we have to ignore the details and symbols to find the message. Those
words and expressions that can distract us are simply a vehicle to get us to the core, which in this case is the
issue of the universality of salvation.

The Lamb (Christ) is the cause of salvation, which consists in sharing his destiny. It is expressed in terms of
purification, (which should not be understood as something legal or ritual). That purification is a union with
Christ and in Christ (that is, among Christians). That union leads us to walk in the same footsteps of Jesus Christ
to reach glory... and that path passes through suffering and necessarily, through death.

We must not forget that each text of the Book of Revelation must be read with the glasses of hope. We live
in an era of great turbulence and many people walk the world troubled and fearful of the future. There are also
preachers who exploit that fear and misrepresent God's message through this book. We cannot allow them to rob
us of the peace that Christ gives us, nor lose the hope revealed in this book.

(1) What are the things that cause you the most anguish?
(2) How could you lessen your anxieties?
(3) Why are there so many people in need in the world? Has God forgotten about them? What is our role?

GOSPEL [ John 10 (27-30) ]

Jesus said:
“My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they
shall never perish. No one can take them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to
me, is greater than all, and no one can take them out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I
are one.”

Here is a typical expression of John: "eternal life." Note that this is the life that Jesus, the Shepherd,
gives to those who believe in him and follow him. Therefore, the life that is already received by faith. John
writes his gospel so that, by believing in Jesus, we may have eternal life. John understands "eternal life" as
something that begins already in this world. The opposite of eternal life that begins with faith is "eternal
death" that begins with unbelief.



Jesus is convinced that nothing and no one can separate from his arms those who are "his" and those he
loves. For this reason, those who believe in Jesus have their eternal life kept in the best hands and will not
die forever. Because Jesus and the Father are one.

(1) Read Rom 8 (38-39). What relationship do we find to Paul's words with this passage of the gospels?
(2) Read Ezekiel 34 (11-26). What strikes you about this passage?
(3) Read Isaiah 40 (10-11). What strikes you about this passage?
(4) The cited prophets wrote several centuries before Jesus Christ. Was the image of Shepherd / Flock new to the Israelites?
Was it a creation of Jesus? Why do you think he has used it?
(5) What did Jesus Christ entrust to Peter in last Sunday's Gospel? (If you don't remember, Jn 21:15-17)
(6) How can that Gospel be related to this one?
(7) Does the role of pastor belong only to priests and bishops?
(8) Share your personal reflection about how you feel about these images of Christ as the Good Shepherd.

CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again we
lift up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.
All: We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your holy
power that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that come from You,
we give you thanks.
Leader: Lord hear our prayers (attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

All: In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now to
bless our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the Father ......
Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.
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