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Cycle C - May 15, 2022

OPENING PRAYER
Leader: I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God.

All: The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of
great kindness. The Lord is good to all and compassionate toward
all his works.

Leader: Let us invoke the presence of God:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them
the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the
earth.
O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit have instructed the hearts of
the faithful grant that by the same Spirit we may truly wise and ever
enjoy His consolations.

FIRST READING [ Acts 14 (21-27) ]

After Paul and Barnabas had proclaimed the good news to that city and made a considerable
number of disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch. They
strengthened the spirits of the disciples and exhorted them to persevere in the faith, saying,
“It is necessary for us to undergo many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.”
They appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, commended
them to the Lord in whom they had put their faith. Then they traveled through Pisidia and
reached Pamphylia. After proclaiming the word at Perga they went down to Attalia. From
there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God for the
work they had now accomplished. And when they arrived, they called the church together and
reported what God had done with them and how he had opened the door of faith to the
Gentiles.

Paul and Barnabas retrace the path traveled on their first great missionary journey in which they arrived from
Antioch in Syria to Derbe. Derbe was the end of the mission. Pablo and Bernabé start back the same way they
came. They visit all the communities founded on the continent. They will then sail to Antioch without ever
passing through the island of Cyprus, the homeland of Barnabas. In all those young churches they had something
very important to say. This is no doubt the reason why they retrace their steps
instead of heading from Derbe to Antioch via Tarsus in Cilicia, Paul's homeland.
Meanwhile, the Gentiles who had converted to the gospel had been the object
of the first persecutions, especially by the Jews and Judaizers. As Jesus had
said, the gate to the Kingdom of God is very narrow and those who embrace
the gospel go through many difficulties. Arriving in Antioch, they summon the
ecclesial assembly to give an account of how much they have done on their
first missionary journey. Its content was not to expose the work itself, but the
work of God. Luke sums it up in one sentence: "He has opened to the Gentiles
the way of faith." It is not the work of Peter or Paul, but of God himself.

The Church of this time has no parishes, no clergy, no institutions, no books.
The Apostle must organize it in such a way that he can continue. They will hold
the meetings around the Lord's Supper; In addition to the Eucharist, each one
shares with the others their own spiritual gifts. Just as the Jewish communities had "elders" or "priests" in charge.
Paul and Barnabas appoint presbyters to take care of the new churches or communities from now on.

"Presbyters" means something like "overseer" as opposed to the word "priest" which is not known in the New
Testament to designate any ministry within the Church. Those early Christians were not aware of belonging to a
new religion: they had no temples, no altars, no priests. The community of the disciples of Jesus was something
completely new and different from what was understood by religion at that time. To the extent that the Romans,
who did not understand anything, came to persecute them for considering them irreligious and atheists.



(1) Reflect on the power of adaptation of the apostles to the different situations that were presented to them to evangelize.
(2) The Catholic Church changed the strategy of catechizing for that of evangelizing. What does this mean?
(3) What do you think of the organization of the Church?
(4) Who is the one who achieves the conversion of those who heard the message? What do Paul and Barnabas think?
(5) Does it sometimes happen that we intend to carry out some religious work as our thing and not God's?

SECOND READING [ Revelation 21 (1-5) ]

Then I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth. The
former heaven and the former earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. I also saw the holy city, a new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold,
God’s dwelling is with the human race. He will dwell with
them and they will be his people and God himself will
always be with them as their God.
He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall be
no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, for the old
order has passed away.”
The One who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all
things new.”

When the stage in which the tragedy of sin unfolded has disappeared, when the old world where pain and death
reign no longer exists, the vision of the new earth and the new heaven will be fulfilled. The abode of God and
the abode of man will be the same abode, heaven and earth will be reconciled. God, through Christ, has
definitively destroyed Satan. The enemies defeated, the new reign of God is established, the new humanity in
which there is no sin, nor does it encounter any difficulty. The visionary compares the glory of the new
Jerusalem, which descends, to the glory of a bride who adorns herself for her husband. A voice from the throne,
a voice from God, interprets the vision.

The believer always has before him the utopia of the «new heaven and new earth». We cannot be satisfied with
any injustice, with any lie, with any gratuitous pain. We always look for the ideal city, which is the city of being:
the perfect society, which it is the civilization of love, a world in which we do not make each other suffer, but
try to help each other.

The new world does not suppose the apocalyptic destruction of this one, but its progressive transformation. The
new life is already grafted into this old world. The Kingdom of God is already within us. When this ideal is
achieved, the entire city will be sacred: temples will not be needed, because God will dwell in the midst of his
people.

(1) Is this vision of the author of the book of Revelation credible? Why?
(2) How does that vision translate to our way of thinking today?
(3) The idea of God and man dwelling in the same place is eternal and invisible. Where is it visible now?
(4) What message of comfort can this reading offer to those who suffer?
(5) What does "I will make all things new" mean?

GOSPEL [ John 13 (31-33), (34-35) ]

When Judas had left them, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified
in him. If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and God will glorify
him at once. My children, I will be with you only a little while longer.
I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you also should
love one another.
This is how all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”



This passage is taken from the narrative of the Last Supper, after Judas goes out to negotiate the delivery of
Jesus. What does the verb glorify mean and in what sense is Jesus glorified and glorifies God at the moment
Judas leaves the room? Verses 33-35 collect the last will of Jesus. This will is qualified as a new commandment.
If a commandment is qualified again, it has to be so because it supplants another, which it makes old or ancient.
What commandment supersedes the last will of Jesus?

To glorify a person is to recognize what is commendable in each person. With the departure of Judas, it begins
to become clear that what Jesus has most commendable is love. The supreme love consists in giving one's life for
one's friends. Judas leaving the room Jesus begins to die, his death begins to be a reality. The last will of Jesus
is in accordance with what Jesus is and has practiced. The traditional and expected would have been an
invitation to fulfill the Law of God. Everything is very different when what is done is done because you love and
not because it is ordered. The believer in Jesus is distinguished because he loves, not because he complies.
Complying is a human distinctive; loving is Christian.

(1) What strikes you most about this passage?
(2) Explain through concrete examples some ways of exercising and practicing the love that Jesus Christ entrusts
(3) Did Jesus Christ dedicate himself to dictating rules and laws? What was it that he always demanded?
(4) How do you recognize a Muslim, or a Jew, or a Buddhist on the street?
(5) How does Christ expect a person to be recognized as a Christian?
(6) Pope Francis has invited us “not to confront, but to approach” those who think differently. How could this instruction be put
into practice in light of this gospel?

CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again we
lift up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.
All: We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your holy
power that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that come from You,
we give you thanks.
Leader: Lord hear our prayers (attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

All: In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now to
bless our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the Father ......
Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.

Deacon José Moronta DeaconJMoronta @ stmarktampa.org


	Sunday Readings Study for Small Communities

