Do This in Remembrance of Me, A Step by Step walk through the Mass
Part 25; A Deeper Look at the Homily

First Sunday of
Lent

February 18, 2024

This week, we look more closely at the Homily. As the Diocese of Peoria teaches, the homily “serves as an integral link between
the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. Before the apostles recognized Jesus in the ‘breaking of the bread,” he
explained the Scriptures to them, ‘filling their hearts with a burning desire.” The homily strives to kindle a fire of love for God
and His Church. As a ‘bridge’ it draws us deeper into the mysteries we celebrate—most especially the mystery of the most Holy
Eucharist” (A Study of the Mass, p. 9). So, as you can begin to see, the homily is really packed with a number of important goals!

Inspiration from the Church Fathers

One of the earliest written descriptions of the Mass is from St. Justin Martyr, who was writing a little earlier than 165 AD. As he
describes the prayers and meaning of the Mass, I am always struck by how similar they are to our celebrations today. It is a great
testament to the guiding work of the Holy Spirit and continuity of our Catholic faith and liturgy. When St. Justin describes the
homily, he talks about how the leader exhorts the people to imitate the good things they have just heard. All these centuries later,
preachers are still following this same pattern. The priest may use different kinds of homilies for different circumstances, taking
into account what the people are like, what they know already, what kinds of involvement they have, what types of concerns are
currently happening on the local level, etc. All of these elements will affect both what the faithful need to hear and how well they
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First Sunday of Lent

MNMass Infentfions
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SATURDAY February 17, 2024
5:30PM: Tt Guadalupe V Moreno (Rudy Moreno & Family)
TSylvia Chavez (Ramiro Chavez)
TGuadalupe Lopez (Dora Torres)
tDeAndrea Abraham (Rose De La Cruz)
T Alejandro & tJohnny Lopez (Minerva Lopez)
TRuben, tJuanita & tLisa Cortez (Family)
TMargarito & TAlejandra Guerrero, TDavid Sanchez (Paula Guerrero)
Special Intentions for David Family (David & Angel Emrich)
SUNDAY February 18, 2024
8:00AM: tJose Javier Mendoza (Family)
tJuan Manuel Lozano (Family)
tJose Lara (Daniel Lara)
TRichard Ortiz (Family)
T Alvaro Lopez (Family)
TFederico & tDora Pena (Family)
10:00AM: tEstefana Menchaca (Menchaca Family)
TEddie Perez (Family)
TErest, TRoy & TMeisha Hinojosa (Family)
TRebecca Rodriguez Vargas & tOlivia Villegas (Family)
TRobert & TOlivia Escobedo (Avila Family)
TEulojia Avila (Avila Family)
Special Intentions for David Family (David & Angel Emrich)
12:00PM: tJanie Galvan (Family)
T Adrian G. Flores (Family)
tCora Hernandez (Marcos & Elsa Ortiz)
TOralia Cavazos (Cavazos Family)
TLelia Guzman (Family)
TJuan Flores Jr. (Family)
T Aaron Gobble (Family)
Special Intentions for Adrian, Alex & Jose F. Flores (Lucy Guerrero)
TUESDAY February 20, 2024
5:30PM: Anniversary Blessings for Jesse & Sonya Torres
Special Intentions for David Family
Special Intentions for Bryan Hartnett
WEDNESDAY  February 21, 2024
8:30AM: tEugenio Flores (Family)
THURSDAY February 22, 2024
8:30AM: tSantos & Jorge Martinez (Gladys McDonald)
FRIDAY February 23, 2024
7:00PM: tMercedes Ortiz (Solis Family)
SATURDAY February 24, 2024
5:30PM: T Guadalupe V Moreno (Rudy Moreno & Family)

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP
Envelope Collection $1,900.00
Loose Collection $869.00
Building Fund $113.00
Online Giving $180.00
Collection Total - February 10/11 $3,062.00

Thank you for your faithfulness, your generous support, and
sharing of your gifts with Immaculate Conception Church.
May God bless you now and forever.
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Prayer is the most powerful against trials, the most
effective medicine against sickness and the most valuable
gift to someone we care for.

Please pray for the sick of the parish, especially:

Adela Escobedo,
Adan Flores Jr.
Aurora Flores,

Chris Flores,
Eudelia Flores,
Guadalupe Flores,
Juanita Flores,
Jesus Garza Jr.,

Anastacio Mora,
Noemilio Mora,
Augustin Moreno 111,
Angie Ochoa,
Carmen Ortiz,
Yvonne Ortiz,
Anita Pefia,
Emilio Pefia Sr.,

Valerie Aleman, Jorge Hernandez, Johnny Pereida,
Guadalupe G Alvarado,  San Juanita Hinojosa, Elva Rivera,
Victoria Arredondo, Mr. Kalich Jerry Rivera Sr.,
Paula Avila, Jerry Lopez Sr., Julia Rodriguez,
Rosa Barrera, Raul Lucio, Sergio Rodriguez,
Estevan Cantu Jr., Teresa Lucio, Yolanda G. Rodriguez,
Elisa Claudio, Jose Antonio LopezJr,  San Juanita Saenz,
Johnny Cruz, Jaime Jimenez, Bernice Sanchez,
Sandra Davila, Margie Medina Adan Salazar,
Dominic DeLeon, Adolfo Menchaca Jr., Armando Salazar,
Yvonne Ellison, Alejandro Mora, Gracie Salazar,

Stephanie Salazar,
Raymond Smith,
B Solis,
Dora Tagle,
Gloria Treviio,
Joe Trevino,
Sara Trevifio,
Ramona Vasquez,

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US THIS WEEKEND

PEOPLE OF THE COVENANT

If there is one word that stands out in today’s readings, it is
“covenant.” God’s faithfulness and goodness serve as exam-
ples to us of how to live. Genesis tells the story of Noah and
of God’s covenant not only with all people, but with all of
nature. Never will the cleansing waters of the flood bring their
destructive power to all the earth again. The sign, the remind-
er to both God and nature, is the rainbow in the heavens.

The psalm reminds us of this compassion of God, and begs
God to remember us, not because of our goodness, but  be-
cause of God’s goodness and fidelity to the promise. God

shows us how to be good, not by decree, but by example.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mt 25:31-46
Tuesday:
Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19; Mt 6:7-15
Wednesday: St. Peter Damian
Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; Lk 11:29-32
Thursday: Chair of St. Peter the Apostle
1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4-6; Mt 16:13-19
Friday: St. Polycarp
Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-8; Mt 5:20-26
Saturday:
Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Mt 5:43-48

Sunday: Second Sunday of Lent
Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Ps 116:10, 15-19; Rom 8:31b-34; Mk
9:2-10

TRAVELING IMAGE OF DIVINE MERCY

In preparation for our centennial celebration in 2026, we have
a image of Divine Mercy that will be traveling from home to
home over the next several years. The mission of this is to
pray for all our parish families. If you would like to have this
image visit your home, see the sign-up book in the entry of the
church.

TRAVELING DIVINE MERCY IMAGE

Pray for the following families that will be hosting the
Traveling Divine Image this week

Vanessa Avila

PERSONAS DE LA ALIANZA

La palabra que sobresale en las lecturas de hoy es la palabra
“alianza”. La fidelidad y la bondad de Dios nos sirven como
ejemplo de como debemos vivir. En Génesis aparece el relato
de Noé y de la alianza de Dios no sélo con las personas sino
con la naturaleza. Las aguas purificadoras del diluvio nunca
mas descargaran su poder destructivo en toda la tierra otra vez.
La sefial, el recordatorio para Dios y la naturaleza, es el arco
iris en el cielo.

El salmo nos recuerda esta compasion de Dios y le implora
a Dios que se acuerde de nosotros, no por nuestra bondad, sino
por la bondad de Dios y su fidelidad a la promesa. Dios nos
muestra como ser buenos, no por decreto, sino dandonos el
ejemplo.

BISHOP’S STEWARDSHIP APPEAL

Commitment Weekend for this year’s appeal will be Febru-
ary 17th and 18th. The theme for 2024 is “Do Everything for
the Glory of God”. If you have not made your pledge please
prayerfully consider. You support of the .

appeal supports Youth & Young Adult E !- IE
Ministry, Faith Formation, Clergy, Fami- , -

lies, Those in Need and Parishes.

Consider a recurring online pledge. Scan
the QR code to be taken to the BSA
website to learn more about the appeal.

HOUSE OF FAITH FOOD PANTRY

'@. The Food Pantry will be OPEN again on Wednes-
G day, February 28th from 4-6pm.. If you are willing
Eig to volunteer please contact Diana Moreno at

&P 765.7696.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

During the Season of Lent, all are invited to join
for the Stations of the Cross at 6:30pm
immediately followed by Daily Mass at 7:00pm
Join us as we make our “Way of the Cross”
every Friday of Lent in the Church.

SHARING IN THE PASCHAL MYSTERY
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