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St. James the Apostle Religious Education Program
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Phone: (845) 225-6504
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Welcome to our Religious Education Program and parish family!
 

Our program mission is to assist parents in handing down the Catholic
faith and forming lifelong Disciples of Christ. 

This mission is important because we know and believe the family to be
the first and primary form of religious education, formation and

experience. We are here to help assist in this by offering a community in
which the family can grow in love for one another and serve one another. 

We believe in opportunities for shared faith experiences that will help
keep the whole family connected with the faith and form lifelong disciples

of Jesus Christ.
 

The Religious Education program at St. James the Apostle and Our Lady of
the Lake offers instruction to students in elementary and middle school

who are members of our Parish. 

The program offers eight years of study for students in the public schools
beginning in 1st Grade and completing with the Confirmation program in 

8th Grade. 

Our program reflects an integrated learning experience comprised of
Catechesis, prayer, sacramental preparation (First Reconciliation, First

Holy Communion and Confirmation) traditional Catholic doctrine, Biblical
studies, liturgy, community building, community service and other

dimensions of vibrant church life. 

The program is intended to complement each Catholic parent's
responsibility to foster his/her child's Christian character in our

 Catholic Faith. 























Payment Plans require approval. 

In order to be approved for a payment plan, the following paperwork must be completed. The payment
plan is very flexible and you can choose to make payments in various increments. This helps hold all
parties accountable to ensure tuition is paid for. We are very good working with people in any situation. 

We will not hound you like a billing company, but we do send friendly reminders a couple of times
throughout the program year to let you know of your balance. Balances should be paid by January 30th.
Unpaid balances may result in you your registration will being held until the past due is paid or settled).
We dislike doing this, but as stated, we want to ensure all parties are held accountable for their
payment.



The best way to begin addressing attendance is through the lens of the Catholic Community. St. Paul
reminds us that though we are one body, we are many parts. Each of us has a God given role to play in
our communities even as young people! 
 
Society and culture today emphasize individualism so strongly today, that in some ways we are
isolating ourselves from others. It is important to know that the Church is still THE HOME for
Catholics and Christians. ATTENDANCE IS IMPORTANT.

We work with families on a case by case basis, of course - but it is important - AND we assume that
religious education for your child is a priority. We also assume your family attends Mass. Please help
make this program successful by communicating with us if your child will be absent. It is as simple as
writing us a note and handing it in to their Catechist. Writing an email to
religioused@stjamesapostle.org and keeping us in the loop.
 
The more we can help hold you accountable for, the easier it will be in preparing your child for the
next level of religious education. 
 
Otherwise we have a rule of 4 absences or more with missing/NO communication will cause us to
evaluate the preparedness of your child and see if a course of action must be taken. 
 
We do ask that if you move or decide not to send your child, PLEASE LET US KNOW. Do not be
embarrassed, please communicate with us so we can help you if possible and have up to date, correct
information so that we can remove your child from the rosters and email lists.

Can my child make up a missed class?
We do not offer any in person "make up" classes if your child is absent from any class. In most cases,
it is simply a matter of communicating with the catechist on the chapter/session missed, completing
the pages in the workbook, and participating at Mass and the usual prayer life. 
 
Absent is absent. You can make up the work, but you can not undo the fact that the student was not
present in class. When attendance is taken, we are recording whether or not they were present in the
class. This is important to distinguish for legal reasons and safety reasons. It does not mean the work
cannot be made up, which is always an option. We just cannot UNMARK someone absent who is not
physically present at that time.
 
An Absent note is always required so that it counts as excused. Unexcused absences could lead to
penalization in your child's ability to move onto the next grade level and will require much more extra
work depending on how many classes are missed. We hope to avoid this, but we expect that when a
parent registers they have taken into account all of the commitments in their family's life and made
Religious Education the priority (this does not count personal and medical situations - we mean
sports, vacations, etc...). We are always here to help, but we can only accommodate so much
depending on the situation presented to us.
 
 Thank you for your understanding!


