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Dear Parents, 

I spoke with juniors about taking the PSAT/NMSQT exam in October. This test is the first step in qualifying for the National 

Merit Scholarship Program. It is an academic competition for recognition and scholarships. Approximately 1.5 million 

students take it every year, with 50,000 students with the highest scores qualifying as either a Commended Student or 

Semifinalist.  The selection process continues from there, with a final step of taking the SAT before graduation.  7,600 

finalists will be selected, meeting the criteria for three types of scholarships:  National Merit, Corporate-Sponsored Merit 

Scholarships and College-Sponsored Merit Scholarships. The information regarding the program is quite vast, far more than 

can be summarized in this letter.  I have included the link below for your review. Information packets were also sent home. 

I must order the tests in advance. The cost is $17.00. Students will be billed through FACTS. The exam is scheduled for 

Wednesday, October 12th. Unfortunately, it is a national test date and cannot be moved. We will begin testing at 8:30 a.m., 

ending shortly before lunch. This is an elective test, but students who do not take it will not be eligible for the program. It 

is a great opportunity for juniors to test their skills and see how scores compare, in preparation for the upcoming ACT this 

spring. If you have questions, please feel free to email me. I am asking that any students interested confirm a ‘YES’ BY 

Tuesday, September 13th. PSAT does not allow test orders past this deadline. I handle all registration for students. 

http://www.nationalmerit.org/s/1758/interior.aspx?sid=1758&gid=2&pgid=424 

Along with the PSAT/NMSQT, juniors may also qualify for the North Dakota Scholars Program. This program provides 

merit-based, full-tuition scholarships (ACT scores) to qualifying North Dakota high school graduates who choose to earn 

undergraduate degrees in North Dakota. Please see the link before for detailed information. 

https://ndus.edu/paying-for-college/nd-scholars-program/ 

 

In conclusion, only exam scores from their junior year will be considered. National test dates, along with registration 

information and test prep materials can be found at: 

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html 

 

In year’s past, a composite of 33 or higher typically fell within the ninety-fifth percentile. However, I often share with 

students not to let that be a deterrent. There may be several students within that percentile who opt to attend schools out 

of state. In that case, they continue to move down the ranking until all monies have been awarded. I will be happy to assist 

students in the online application process. All test dates are on a Saturday and do not vary by state. Our local testing center 

is DSU. The next closest center is Bismarck. ALL JUNIORS will test in March on the district test date. The school covers the 

cost of the exam, and I handle the registration. Our testing location will be inside the Badlands Activity Center. I have shared 

a plethora of information so please let me know if you have questions or need further clarification. I greatly appreciate your 

continued support over the years! 

 

In Christ, 
 
Heather Schieno 
Guidance Counselor/Registrar 
Heather.Schieno@k12.nd.us  
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