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A Message From The National Supervisor 
Connie Dronette 
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My dear sisters in Christ, 
 
I am so excited that our Worthy National Regent Sherry 
Nilles appointed me the new national supervisor of Tex-
as.  I live only thirty miles from the state border on I-10.  
My Husband David and I camped in Texas every chance 
we got but Hurricane Laura decided to put a tree into our 
camper a few months ago.  I love everything about Tex-

as, you have been a good neighbor! 

Even though I feel I already know so many of you, let me introduce myself.  
My name is Connie Dronette and I am currently serving as National Secretary
-Treasurer.  I have been a Catholic Daughter for eighteen years.  My mom 
loved her membership and encouraged me to join.  I am so happy that I did.  
She was so proud of me as I began serving at the local level, then the state 
level and she did watch me become a national officer on Facebook.   I was so 
blessed to share those moments with her.  My Catholic Daughter sisters were 
my strength when mom passed away a few weeks ago.  You lifted me in pray-
er, and it was so comforting. 

 David and I have been married for 42 years and we have three children, three 
in-laws, and nine precious grandchildren. I retired from education in August 
after 34 wonderful years.   I spent 29 years in the classroom and five as a 
principal in a Catholic School.  My favorite years were the five I taught spe-
cial education.  That is where I saw the face of God in the smiles of my stu-
dents on a daily basis.  David is a carpenter and works at Our Lady of Prompt 
Succor Catholic Church, where we are long time members.    God has blessed 
us with a large circle of family, church family, and friends.  They are our 
treasures. 

In August of 2019, the National Board joined the Facebook world.  It is a spe-
cial project of mine.  Little did I know that God was going to use our new 
page as a way of bringing us together in prayer.  When our communities be-
gan shutting down, and our school closed, I went home like everyone else.  
The Spirit started pulling me towards praying live.  I had never done a live 
post on Facebook, but I learned.  I love meeting so many new people.  I made 
many new CDA sister connections quickly, many of whom live in Texas.  I 
do my best to follow the stirrings of my heart when the Spirit moves me.  I 
encourage you to do the same.  It can lead to blessed and beautiful days.   

I look forward to the opportunity to getting to know more of you.  I hope to 
visit soon. 

Your Servant Sister, 
Connie Dronette 
National Secretary-Treasurer 
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A Message From The State Chaplain 
Reverend Justin Braun 

A Message From The State Chaplain 

Reverend Justin Braun 
 

My dear Catholic Daughters,  

Advent greetings to each of you!  As we celebrate this season of preparation for the 

great solemnity of The Nativity of the Lord, and enjoy the festal days that follow, 

please know you all remain near in prayer.  Our minds over the past number of 

months has been consumed with COVID, elections, and the general state of disarray that few of us can re-

member ever being worse.  However, as we turn our hearts and minds to the things of the Lord, let us remem-

ber our core values that guide our work as Catholic Daughters.  

Unity is that first value, which is built upon the foundations of justice and fortitude.  Allow me to explain:  

justice is the cardinal (“hinge”) virtue which simply means to give each what is their due.  This builds up uni-

ty because we each recognize the gifts, talents, and concerns of each other and do our best to build those 

things up in one another and recognize our differences are not determinative of our worth.  To be good sisters 

to one another, to be good wives to our husbands, to be good mothers and grandmothers, these are the build-

ing blocks which help us to carry out our work as Catholic Daughters.  Many of you may remember from 

your Catholic schooling seeing the letters “AMDG” which in Latin translates as “To God the greater glory 

(Ad majorem Dei gloriam): this is vital to our lives as Christians and as CDA-to remember each and every 

day to give God the glory through our words and works, which means giving God his due and to each person 

their due respect.  If we can just work on this, we can help to build a more united organization, which in turn 

effects our parish, our town, and our nation.  

Charity is the second core value, which is at the same time a theological virtue and an imminently human vir-

tue.  A virtue is a firm disposition of the will to do the good, and charity is the manifestation of virtue through 

our words and deeds to love!  This is the magnum bonum, the greatest good: to love with our whole self! 

Christ who comes to us humbly in a manger and hangs for us gloriously and at the same time whelmed in the 

poverty of humanity on the Cross, reveals love in every facet of His life.  This core value, dear sisters, should 

be the cornerstone of our decisions, deliberations, and actions, as an organization.  To live it well, we must 

constantly ask for the virtue because it is rightly God’s to give us, and we must, through our words and deeds, 

live it as a habit.  This is the greatest and toughest of tasks because it requires of us great humility: and I know 

there is sometimes confusion about what humility is, so I want to give you a simple way to remember what it 

means.  “Humility does not mean I think less of myself, but rather that I think of myself less.”  It harkens 

back to another familiar phrase, “there, but before the grace of God go I.” Ultimately, it is seen in the words 

of St. John the Baptist, who famously said, “He must increase, and I must decrease.”  

Girded with these two core values, our work and our prayer will help lift humanity out of the mire of this past 

year with ever greater effect.  I encourage you to consider this as an individual and as an organization: how 

does my (our) work build unity?  How does it manifest love?  Take this prayer with you to the Lord, especial-

ly in the holy season of Christmas, and ask Our Lord for the grace to live unity and charity with ever greater 

fervor.  He dwells among us so that we may have life and have it in abundance!  

In Christ through Mary,  

Fr. Braun 



December 2020  PAGE 3 

 

Mission Statement 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas strive to embrace  
the principle of faith working through love in the  

promotion of justice, equality, and the Advancement  
of human rights and human dignity for all. 

"This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice in it and be glad."  
Psalm 118:24 

State Regent’s Message 
  Melodie Brunt, State Regent  

903-293-4911  cdambrunt@gmail.com 

Well, July was a horrid month with Bill and I both with COVID, but September was even 

worse!  I wrote the message for the September newsletter in August and had no clue what was 

coming – open-heart surgery September 8. I was just fine – no problems – Bill and I were in 

Houston at Olga Samaniego’s reception that Saturday, September 5th.  Then everything went 

haywire. . Those who have seen Facebook and our Website know about this surgery – those 

who don’t – let me assure you that with is by far the hardest thing to come back from.  I 

thought COVID was hard – and it was – but this is something else!  If you have gone through 

open heart surgery, please know that my hat is off to you.  I am back to normal duties now 

due to Rebecca Brown our First Vice State Regent who took over during that trying time.  

Please let Becky know how much you appreciated her taking over for me for those months.  

This just shows how important that Vice Regent is.  Your Treasurer, Financial Secretary and Recording Secretary 

have their hands full with normal day to day operations – but that Vice Regent, for me the First Vice State Regent, 

is your right-hand person.  Make sure that Vice Regent can take over for you if anything happens to you. 

It is December and you should have talked with your court about three things – the first call to the Texarkana State 

Convention and your court’s donations to the State and National projects and charities.  The first call to the Texar-

kana State Convention was sent out late October so your court could discuss at their November meeting all the pos-

sibilities.  There are so many items for your court to choose from, do not let this convention’s opportunities get past 

you.  The second item – donation to projects and charities – is a touchy subject.  I know how hard this year is going 

to be, trust me, I know there have been no fundraisers, but please know that our projects and charities still have 

people at their doors needing help.  Please find a way for your court to help fund these projects and charities.  The 

State Court will send a check to each project and charity in February with what has been sent to us by the end of 

January.  Please be generous. And the third item – Advent, a time for preparation for the coming of our Lord.  A 

time for candle lighting, tree decorations, buying presents; but don’t lose sight of what this season is about.  Have 

your members count their blessings, share the history of Advent, and enjoy the birth of Jesus! 

Some housekeeping items: 

• All Financial Reviews should be sent to Terrie Vacek, our State Secretary, me, and National. 

• All Courts should have their updated Texas Information Notebook, Circle of Love and State Project forms. 

• The website has all forms and the First Call to the Texarkana Convention posted. 

Again, y’all have prayed me back from this horrid time in my life.  I walk through my house and I have so many 
get well wishes, prayer Mass cards, and even a prayer shawl!  I have put them everywhere so no matter which room 
I’m in I know there are courts, District Deputies, Past State Regents, and even some from National who are praying 
for Bill and me. They have helped us through this. 
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A Message From The First Vice State Regent 
Rebecca Brown 

979-248-0993            cdarebeccabrown@gmail.com 

Greetings and blessings to all my CDA sisters. 

Just when you think your life will get back to “normal,” something happens and you 
realize God has other plans.  Most of you know that State Regent Melodie Brunt had 
open heart surgery in September and has been recovering for several months.  Dur-
ing her recovery, I assumed the State Regent duties and thanked God everyday Mel-
odie had already shared information with me before her surgery.  I would have been 
lost without her foresight.  I highly recommend that Regents keep the Vice Regents 
informed of what is happening in your courts.  Remember, we follow God’s path for 
us and it might not be what we think. 
 
State Outreach Chairman, Benji Pardee and I are presenting a four-part series entitled, “Reset, Revive, Re-
fine, and Rejoice” via a live Facebook feed.    The four sessions are “in the can” and on the Texas CDA web-
site as well as Facebook.  Part one’s subject was to reset and get back to the basics.  We asked members to 
look at their mission and purpose.  Is what your court doing, fulling your purpose and supporting your mis-
sion.  Think about how you see CDA.  Look with fresh eyes and see CDA is a ministry and officer positions 
as a vocation.  Don’t take on more than necessary.  Which means, if your court has always had a particular 
event and this year no one volunteers to be the chairman, don’t do the event.  The Regent and/or officers 
should not take on more duties.  Otherwise, you start hearing the “officers” are doing everything.  Maybe it is 
time for a new event your court should try.   
 
Courts must rebuild lost connections.  Especially now with the social distancing and gathering restrictions.  
Some ideas for reconnecting include; do outside home blessings, take home-baked cookies by parishioner’s 
homes with a prayer attached, or simply call someone. Whatever you do, include prayer and thanksgiving to 
God.  Our challenge for you is to write down the three most important things your court does.  Then 
compare and reset what your court is doing.  Whatever you do, do it with joy in your hearts.  With joy will 
come love and then your court will be a beacon for other women in your parish.   
 
The second session was how to revive by taking care of any conflict head on and not allowing complacency 
and apathy to grab hold of your court.  Revive your passion with prayer, smile more, and promote leadership.  
You know the saying, “When you smile, the whole world smiles with you.”  Well, it is true, so share your 
smile.  Leadership is about guiding and helping others to achieve goals.  Encourage your membership to work 
together and focus on outcomes.  Revive your meetings.  Make your meetings amazing.  Regents, avoid 
overloading the agendas and be sure to share your agenda before the meeting.  Have something fun included 
in your meeting like a sing-a-long or have a short scavenger hunt.  Invite your members to a virtual happy 
hour, game night, or create a craft.  When your court starts to revive, other women will want to be a part of 
your group.   
 
The next two sessions were presented on November 8th and 22nd.  You can watch them on the Texas CDA 
website, Texascda.org.  My next newsletter article will review how you refine and rejoice.  With Thanksgiv-
ing behind you and Advent and Christmas around the corner, what will you do to stop and listen to where and 
what God is calling you to do?  What will you do to help reset your court? 
 
 

Connect with your members and other ladies in your parish will want to be part of CDA! 
 
 

Be blessed in the peace of Christ. 
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A Message From The State Secretary 
Terrie Vacek 

979-533-3142  terriecda@cebridge.net 

A Message From The Second Vice State Regent 
Carolyn Ritchey 

281-220-9064  musicaltunes4me@yahoo.com 

Hats off for a job well done!  Officer training is winding down, but we never stop learn-
ing.  Be watching in November for the officer training videos to be posted on our state 
website.  We must take care of convention items first but know that we are working dili-
gently to have those videos ready for all of you – not just court officers.  Who knows, 
maybe someone will want to run for an office next term and these videos will help you in deciding 
which position best suits you. 

As stated in the last newsletter, it is now time to start focusing on the Circle of Love programs.  If 
your court participates in the LEADERSHIP spoke of the program, and I know you all do because 
court officers attended officer training, your State form should be completed and mailed to me.  I 

am looking forward to seeing what everyone is doing to promote leadership in their local courts. 

A quick reminder about the Circle of Love forms.  The State form has the Texas logo and the Circle of 
Love logo on it.  The National form has the National logo.  You all will be focusing on the State form 
for the upcoming convention.  It is for the period of March 1, 2020 to February 1, 2021.  The deadline to 
get all forms in to the respective state chairmen is February 1, 2021. 

Check out the Tools of the Trade or the National website for information on each spoke of the Circle of 
Love program. 

MSF Memorial Scholarship applications are available on the Texas CDA website under the 
“Resource” tab.  Applications are due by January 31, 2021, and pay close attention that for this year, 
they are to be mailed to me at the address listed on the form.  So, please pass the word around to your 
children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, etc.  Last year we were able to give out $40,000.00 in 
scholarships.  Don’t pass up the opportunity 

Blessings for a joyful, peaceful, and spirit-filled Christmas! 

May the peace of Christ be with you always! 

Greetings Sisters!  I sincerely hope that you are enjoying the change of season.  Change sparks our 
interests, motivation, and windows of opportunities.  COVID-19 has changed our lives but not the 
pouring out of love from our hearts.  With new local and national officers, change is being wel-
comed in many forms as Zoom and creative thinking have been mastered in our lives and courts.   

As your State Secretary, I find that there are many appointed times that require one to be organized, 
prompt and accurate.  And the purpose is simply to facilitate the amazing works of love through our 
sisterhood in CDA.     

I have received hundreds of member addition, deletion, and contact correction forms.  Congratula-
tions to the new Financial Secretaries for their efficiency, review, and corrections with their court 
rosters.     

Local Court National Dues invoices were mailed to the Regents October 15th and State Dues invoices were mailed No-
vember 2nd.  A loving reminder to our Regents and Court Treasurers that all invoices for dues are payable upon receipt 
without a court vote.  Please be sure that your court checks have the court name and number, two signatures, and that 
the written word and dollar amount match.   

Local Court Financial Reviews were due November 1st.  There are still many outstanding reports.  Any District Depu-
ties having trouble getting the reviews completed due to COVID-19 complications, please contact me or Melodie to 
arrange for assistance.  

As we approach the seasons of Thanksgiving and Christmas, please use the Charitable Donation form found on the 
state website when making a much needed and gratefully appreciated donation to one of the twenty-four (24) sponsored 
state and national projects or charities.  May the blessings of the season surround you, your family, and your service 
projects with God’s favor, bountiful joy, and treasured memories.                                                                
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A Message From The State Treasurer 
Virginia Olsovsky 

361-772-8776  olsovskyv@icloud.com 

During this Advent and Christmas season, I hope you will keep in mind those who are less 
fortunate and struggling with hardships brought on by the pandemic.  Now that the finan-
cial reviews are over, take a look at your court’s “bottom line” and see what funds you 
have available to help those in need during this difficult time.  If your working balance 
reflects a surplus of funds beyond the amount needed for the regular expenses of your 
court, I encourage you to spend those funds - they are a gift to be passed on.  Remember, 
as a charitable non-profit organization with a 501 (c) (3) designation, we should never car-
ry a large surplus of funds in our accounts unless we are putting money aside for a major 
event.   

The Texas State Court Funds and Property Procedures were recently amended to allow for local courts to use 
EFT (electronic funds transfer) transactions, such as Square, only to accept payments for dues, sales, and do-
nations.  The Financial Secretary is responsible for obtaining documentation for the EFTs and recording these 
transactions in her ledger.  Local courts may not have PayPal or Venmo accounts.  The Texas State Board has 
determined that Texas local courts may not utilize any form of payment such as PayPal and Venmo to make 
purchases or receive income for dues, sales, fundraisers, and donations 

Thank you for sharing your time and talents, and for your resourcefulness in continuing to find ways to carry 
on the work of our organization during these difficult times.   

Christmas blessings to each of you and your families.    

 

Make Plans to Attend 

52nd Biennial State Convention 

The Hilton Garden Inn, Texarkana, Texas 

April 14—18, 2021 
 

Volunteer Opportunities are Still Available—How You and the Courts Can Help 

 

 

• Transportation 

• Convention Bags 

• Publicity 

• Registration 

• Walk/Run 

• Silent Auction 

• Raffles 

• Exhibits 

• Meals 

• Photographers 

• Appreciation Banquet 

• Fun Night 

These are just a few of the volunteer opportunities.  If asked to help, please say “YES”.   More information  and 

the Convention Volunteer Form from State Regent Melodie Brunt are in the First Call to Convention.   Please 

consider signing up for one or more areas needing help.  Return this form to Anna Everage or Marcia Hernan-

dez at the addresses shown on the volunteer form. 
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Sheila Martinka  Circle of Love—Youth/JCDA Co-Chairman 

713-805-7094  smartinka@earthlink 

Peggy Supak  Circle of Love—Youth/JCDA Co-Chairman 

979-966-2286  fayetteatty@hotmail.com 

As we approach the Advent and Christmas Season, we want to focus our atten-
tion on preparing for the birth of Jesus.   

This year has been incredibly challenging for everyone, especially our youth.  
In times of uncertainty it is important to support and encourage our youth to 
remember their faith.  During this time, take opportunities to reconnect with the 
youth and remind them that Jesus is the Reason for the Season. 

If you have a JCDA court, take time to touch base with them as many are struggling during the pandemic.  
Reach out to them and let them know they are not forgotten.   

We know Mary and Joseph faced struggles along their journey but they remained faithful and trusted in God. 

Be prepared, remain prayerful and persevere.  Give the gift of prayer this Christmas Season.  We wish you all 
a very Merry and Blessed Christmas! 

  Sheila Martinka    Peggy Supak 

  JCDA State Co-chair    JCDA State Co-chair 

  smartinka@earthlink.net   fayetteatty@hotmail.com 

 

Messages From The State Chairmen 

Susan Wells   Circle of Love—Education 

903-235-5693 (text)  swells1116@aol.com 

Here is a short synopsis of the 
National Education Contest.  All 
details can be found in the Texas  
Information Notebook and at the 
website: 

www.catholicdaughters.org.   
Please make sure that this is shared 
with your court chairman and court 
members. 
  
Themes: (Choose only one) 
     “LET ALL YOU DO BE DONE WITH LOVE”  
 1 Cor. 16:14 
      SHOW LOVE TO ONE ANOTHER 
  
Divisions and Categories: 
     Division 1 (Grades 4-5) - Essay, Poetry, Art, 
          Computer Art 
     Division 2 (Grades 6-7-8) - Essay, Poetry, Art, 
          Computer Art, Music, Photography 
     Division 3 Grades 9-10-11-12 Essay, Poetry, Art, 
          Computer Art, Music, Photography 
     Division 4 Adult CDA members Poetry, Art, 
          Computer Art, Photography 

There are five components to the 
Education portion of the Circle of 
Love program.  They are: 
 1. Scholarships (local court 
      sponsors) 
 2. Education contest 
 3. Religious education 
 4. Literacy (local programs,
     tutoring) 
 5. Program presentations 

(spirituality, women’s  health issues, etc.) 
  
The education contests are very important.  Our 
youth, from the local parishes, are involved. These con-
tests will enhance creativity and responsibility. With 
school just around the corner, this seems to be an ap-
propriate time to begin promoting the education con-
tests. 
  
Entries must be submitted to the State Court chairper-
son, Susan Wells, at 1900 Wimberly St, Longview 
Texas 75601, and must be postmarked no later than 
February 1, 2021. 
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Mary Lou Anderle  Circle of Love—Spiritual Enhancement 

979-966-2145  anderleml@live.com 

 

Messages From The State Chairmen 

Sisters in Christ, 

As we enter the Advent season, let us remember that it is a season of preparation.  Advent 
means “the coming.”  While many people only associate Advent to Christmas and the birth 
of Jesus Christ, it is so much more.  Advent refers to the coming of Christ in the following 
ways: 

 His Birth 

 The coming of Christ into our lives through grace and the Eucharist 

 His second coming at the end of time 

So, as we enter the Advent season, let us make a conscious effort to prepare our souls to receive Christ as he is 
worthy!   

                                                  Anticipation 

                                       aDore  

                                     salVation 

                                            Emmanuel 

                                         kiNg 

                                        chrisTmas 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!! 

Prayer Intentions 

 For Pope Frances and the Church throughout the world, and those who serve the 
Church; 

 For the people of this country, and of all nations, that we may be guided in the 
ways of justice and peace; that we would honor one another and serve the common 
good; 

 For our Advent celebration, that it would be a time of reflection on the coming of 
Christ, filled with prayer, repentance, and love for God and neighbor;   

 For all the sick and suffering, the homeless, the unemployed, those suffering from addictions, and anyone 
in any kind of distress, especially those within our organization. 
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Melissa Aguilar, Habitat for Humanity Chairman 

903-263-9819 maguilar@stmaryslgv.org 

Donna Moeller  Circle of Love—Legislation Chairman 

361-676-1012  bramblemoe@gmail.com 

Prayer for The United States of America  

 

 Almighty and Eternal God, King of Kings and Lord of Lords: 
graciously turn your gaze to us who invoke You with confidence. 

 Bless us, citizens of the United States of America; grant peace 
and prosperity to our Nation; illuminate those who govern us so that they 

may commit themselves to the common good, in respect for Your       
holy Law. 

Protect those who, defending the inviolable principles of the Natural Law and Your Commandments, must 
face the repeated assaults of the Enemy of the human race.   

 Keep in the hearts of Your children courage for the truth, love for virtue, and perseverance in the     
midst of trials. 

 Make our families grow in the example that Our Lord has given us, together with His Most Holy   
Mother and Saint Joseph in the home of Nazareth; give to our fathers and mothers the gift of Strength, to     

educate wisely the children with which you have blessed them. 

 Give courage to those who, in spiritual combat, fight the good fight as soldiers of Christ against the     
furious forces of the children of darkness. 

 Keep each one of us, O Lord, in your Most Sacred Heart, and above all He whom Your Providence  
has placed at the head of our Nation. 

 Bless the President of the United States of America, so that aware of his responsibility and his duties, 
he may be a knight of justice, a defender of the oppressed, a firm bulwark against Your enemies, and a proud                 

supporter of the children of light. 

 Place the United States of America and the whole world under the mantle of the Queen of Victories, 
our Unconquered Leader in battle, the Immaculate Conception.  It is thanks to her, and through your Mercy, 

that the hymn of praise rises to you, O Lord, from the children whom you have redeemed in the Most Precious 
Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Composed by His Excellency Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganò 

Habitat for Humanity “Raise the Walls” was 
scheduled for November 21, 2020.  Help is need-
ed every weekend until completed.  Bring your 
masks and hand sanitizer.  Looking forward to 
seeing lots of volunteers. 

The State Regent Melodie Brunt presented Habi-
tat with the second installment of $10,000 for the 
Catholic Daughters Habitat House. Pictured to 
the right: Melodie Brunt with HFHT Director 
Mary Wormington. 



December 2020  PAGE 10 

 

Ceremonies emphasize the purpose of meetings, the duties of officers and the significance 
of recognition given to individuals. 
 
Ceremonies have always had a place of special importance in CDA. They are a celebration 
of special occasions that members feel are important. Let’s ask ourselves, “why have a cer-
emony?”  Ceremonies are used to highlight or recognize special accomplishments and 
goals attained.  Ceremonies can be used to convey a message, to challenge and inspire all 
the members to reach greater heights in personal growth in CDA, and a ceremony must 
convey that “you” and “this moment” are special. 

 
Ceremonies can create a feeling of affiliation with and acceptance by an ever-expanding 
circle of acquaintances. You may ask, “When a ceremony should be used?” Anytime a 
member has completed a goal, fulfilled a special accomplishment, or has been recognized 
for a noteworthy task, a ceremonial may be held. The accomplishments on the part of the 
court should also be recognized by ceremonies.  
 
Ceremonies are about important occasions, so why are we not taking time for the ceremo-
nies of our Order?  If time is the element, most ceremonies do 
not take more than fifteen minutes. Use the Memorial Service 
book for Deceased Members.  This is a beautiful way to re-

member our deceased members.  There is also a beautiful Resolution of Condo-
lence you may order from the national office to present to the family during the 
funeral of a member.  Each court should have a couple of these available for 
when needed. 
 
As state chairman, I would like to encourage everyone to bring back some cere-
monial activities that your court may not be doing any more.  You would begin 
by having the Regent appoint a ceremonial coordinator.  Ceremonies can in-
clude: Installation of Court officers; Reception of New Members; Anniversary 
celebrations, and personal and court achievements.  
 
Inviting our state officers to attend special occasions of the court such as court 
anniversaries, holiday dinners, etc. adds to the celebration.  If you would like to have state representation 
you should check the state calendar posted on the state website at www.texascda.org to see if there is any-
thing the state board has scheduled for the day you would like to have your event.  Then contact the state 
regent to see if arrangements can be made to have state representation.  For example, it is not necessary to 
have your event on the exact date of the court’s anniversary; an alternative date for your event may work out 
better. 
 
Please call me if you have any questions about ceremonies, flag etiquette, the planning of a ceremony, etc..  
My contact information is: duchess.drc@gmail.com or 832-567-7065. 
 
Remember in the planning of your next ceremonial presentation, keep it simple, impressive and enjoy the 
moment.  More information regarding ceremonies can be found in the Tools of the Trade, Ceremonials, Sec-
tion IV, which is one of the best resources for ceremonies. 

Duchess Collins, State Chairman  Ceremonials 

832-567-6065  duchess.drc@gmail.com 
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Merry Christmas and may God bless you and your loved ones in the coming year!  Due to 
COVID-19, this year has presented many challenges for all of us and for our courts.  
Many courts did not get to have their regular fundraisers, and budgets may be smaller, but 
please review your budget to see if you can make some charitable donations.  Many chari-
table organizations are hurting and need our support, and no matter if it is a large or small 
donation, every cent counts.  It’s also a good time to plan some service projects that you 
can do safely.  Gifts from the heart can be just as important as a check written. 

All court financial reviews should have been completed in October and forms mailed to 
national and state.  There are ways to safely conduct the financial reviews.  Remember, 

reviews are mandatory, not optional. 

The state financial review committee met on September 11, 2020 in Sealy at the American Legion Hall and 
reviewed the books for June 1, 2020 through August 31, 2020.  The books were found to be in good order and 
we thank the state board.  Thanks to Gennie Loggins, Christine Moore, Carol Snowbarger, Pat Rega, Cynthia 
Grigar, and Mary Jane Albert for their diligence in conducting the review. 

I hope to see you in 2021.  I’m looking forward to going to Texarkana to the state convention in April. 

Janis Wright, State Chairman  Financial Review Chairman 

281-413-2760  jj6874@earthlink.net 

Benji Pardee  Outreach Chairman 

281-773-8175  pardeem@earthlink.net 

Peace Be With You 

There are something like 51 holiday celebrations between November 1 and January 
15. Combine family, friends, CDA sisters, shopping, cooking, cleaning and all those 
holidays might feel more like 351 holidays!  Perhaps together a plan for peace might 
help you navigate through some of the inevitable holiday conflicts. 

• Make sure there are rules to help.  If your group needs a no politics rule, make sure 
everyone knows about it and sticks to it.  If your gathering is a no gifts gathering 
be sure everyone knows.  If you need a rule about any other issue be sure to com-
municate the rule in advance. 

• Listen, Listen, Listen.  Take deep breaths, ask questions, watch your body language, be open to new ide-
as.  Don’t stop listening until the other person stops talking! 

• Put yourself in their shoes.  You need to understand the other person and where they are coming from, 
even if you don’t agree.  Say what needs to be said so that the other person feels valued and respected 
and can actually hear the rest of your message. 

• Postpone the conversation.  Remind your guests, calmly and respectfully, that the holidays are not the 
time and place for this type of conversation.  It is meant to be a time of reconnecting and renewal. If it's 
getting heated and emotionally charged, try saying something like, "I'm going to ask that we postpone 
this conversation, we're here to spend time together and enjoy each other's company..." 

• Don’t get drawn in.  There is no conflict without participation.  No one ever changes their minds, or 
comes to understand the other side while being interrupted or insulted.  The secret is to change the sub-
ject or direction of the discussion without engaging in the conflict. 

With a simple plan, peace can be a part of all your gatherings and a way of navigating through those 51 holi-
days!  Peace be with you all! 
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Diana Kammer  State Sales Chairman 

936-661-8385 (C)  936-856-1188 (H)  dianakammer@aol.com 

Dear Sisters In Christ, 

The holidays are approaching fast, cannot think of a gift to 
give a CDA sister. 

Well, I have solved the problem for you. 

I have plenty of The Centennial Anniversary Book, (A Jour-
ney of Unity and Charity in the Lone Star State).  Everyone 

should have this book.  There are lots of good articles and tons of great pictures.  Who 
knows you may find a picture of yourself in the book. 

In addition to the book, add a package of note cards Celebrating 100 Years Catholic Daughters of the Americas Texas 
State Court.  What a nice duo to give as a gift.  Order now I will get them to you right away. 

If that doesn't suit your fancy, then how about a pack of 25 note cards with envelops that have our beautiful CDA Logo 
on the front. 

I have lots of Bluebonnet pins,  Circle of Love pins, Texas pins, You are the Joy pins and others.  Just call me or text 
and ask.  936-661-8385.  Email dianakammer@aol.com  

If you have old order forms please discard them.  A new revised order form is available.  Please let me know if you 
need one. 

Wishing you all a Blessed Thanksgiving and A Joyous and Blessed Christmas. 

Suzanne Delcambre State Website and Local Website Contest Chairman 

214-564-7142  texascdaweb@gmail.com 

During the month of October, the Texas CDA website 
moved to the eCatholic® web platform.  While things 
may look different, the menus and organization of the 
data on the website are mostly unchanged.  One of the 
reasons for the move was to adopt a modern look that 
would be more attractive to prospective members.  We 
also wanted to be able to easily and quickly add new 
features to the website.  For example, you can now navi-
gate to the Texas Facebook group from the top of the 
home page.   

 A subscription service has been added to the bottom of the home page.  By provid-
ing your name and email address, you will receive an email when important infor-
mation is added to the website.  If you haven’t done so, it only takes a moment to 
sign up.  

We hope you like the new look and feel.  For any questions, the CONTACT US 
button is available from the top of each page of the website.    

2020 National Website Contest winners from Texas! 

Local Courts:  Category I, Established Website: 

   1st Court Christ the Good Shepherd #2731 Spring, TX 

Local Courts:  Category I, New Web site: 

   2nd Court Our Lady of St. Hyacinth #2361 Deer Park, TX 

State Court: Established Website:   

   2nd Texas State 

It’s not too early to plan for the 2021 contests, due February 1, 2021!  See the Texas website Forms Library (under the 
Resources menu)  for all 2021 Texas contest and Circle of Love entry forms.  
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Rosie Stockwell  Memorial Scholarship Fund Chairman 

956-369-3048  rosiestockwell@gmail.com 

Mary Jane Albert  State Newsletter Editor 

281-381-0309  maryjalbert@sbcglobal.net 

Thank you to all the state officers, state chairmen and local court officers who provid-
ed articles for the December Lone Star Messenger.   

To all Regents, please continue to submit information on your court projects and cele-
brations anytime during the year.  It is so important that all courts share information on 
fundraisers and events planned by their courts.  This offers the opportunity to network 
with other courts to gain valuable information to help them plan and try projects that 
other courts have had great success. 

Advent is upon us.  The word Advent means “coming”; we prepare for Jesus’ coming.  Let us all prepare 
our hearts and minds to receive Jesus into our lives.   

I want to take the opportunity to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  May your 
world be filled with blessings, warmth and good cheer this Holy season. 

Thank you for your continued participation in the Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund.  I encouraged the 2020-2022 local court officers to learn of 
the benefits of this fund in the last newsletter and I have had an over-
whelming response for cards!  Thank you so much for your dedication 
to this project.  Regents, please appoint a chairman and begin to expe-
rience the feeling of spirituality when you remember a loved one 
through prayer. 

Mass enrollments are $2.50 for the period of one (1) year.  The Rever-
end Justin Braun, Texas State CDA Chaplain, remembers the intentions listed in the 
mass enrollments on the first Friday of each month.  Please email to rosiestock-
well@gmail.com, text or call 956-369-3048 or write me at 315 Alamo St., Edinburg, TX  78541 when you 
need mass cards. 

Please be sure that two (2) signatures are on the check that accompanies the mass enrolment form and that 
the check is made out to:  CDA State Court of Texas.   

If you are sponsoring a student or students for the Memorial Scholarship, you will need to have contributed 
at least $50.00 to the fund by January 31, 2021.  If you are unsure of the total donations from your court, 
please call or email me and I will give you the information needed.  Best of luck to all students who send in 
applications! 

Memorial Mass Cards can be used for celebrating anniversaries, birthdays, graduations, and other mile-
stones in the lives of your loved ones who may be living or deceased.  Please make this worthy project one 
of your priorities for the 2020 -2021 term. 

Court Memorial Scholarship Contest 2020  
 
Local courts are eligible for the Court Memorial Scholarship Contest.  The winners will be selected accord-

ing to the total number of dollars contributed to the Memorial Scholarship Fund between the dates of April 1, 

2020 and February 1, 2021.  The total membership of the courts will determine the category as per the rec-

ords from the National Office as of September 30, 2020. 
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Cathy Bittner  Missions of Mercy Chairman 

713-419-7620  cbee1026@sbcglobal.net 

Merry Christmas!!!!! What a magical time of the year full of family, friends, and 

love!  Or is it?   Christmas can be the most depressing time of the year too.  

Those who have very little and struggle to make ends meet everyday think Christ-

mas is just another day with much more stress.  They had little to give December 

24 and nothing has changed December 25.  This is sad but true, but we can make 

December 25 better for the most needy. 

It's time for every court in Texas to dig a little deeper in their pockets and donate 

to our four MOMS projects.  The situation at each of them is desperate during the 

holiday season.  This is the time of the year that more folks show up on their doorsteps looking for some holi-

day cheer.  This "cheer" may not be a beautiful package wrapped in foil paper with a bright red bow but a loaf 

of bread, a package of rice, a sack of dried beans, some toiletries, or a pair of slightly used boots and socks. 

Together we can make a difference in their lives just with a small donation. 

My wish is for a wonderful 2020 holiday season for all of you.  Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

Esther Waters  Court Newsletter Chairman 

956-802-1468  estherwaters4yahoo.com 

***NEWSLETTER  ***NEWSLETTER  ***NEWSLETTER*** 

Well here we are at the start of another year, for me is the anticipation of all the Newsletters I 
will be receiving soon.  I know most of you are already working on your Newsletters in your 
local courts, so do not forget to enter your Newsletter in the Texas Contest.  Share your ideas 
and spiritual works. 

 

REMEMBLER TO INCLUDE: 

*** CDA Mission Statement 

*** CDA Registered Logo 

*** Regent & Editors Information, such as Name and Email Address 

*** Court Name, Number and Location 

*** One copy of the last three published issues of your Newsletter 

*** A completed COVER SHEET signed by the Court Regent 

*** A SCORE SHEET with the Court information filled for each of the sets of Newsletters 

Thanks for all you do!!!  Hope to hear from you soon!!! 

                  DEADLINE WILL BE FEBRUARY 1, 2021 

       Mail to: Esther Waters 

           1322 Highland Ave. 

            McAllen, TX  78501 
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Mary Rose Barta  Respect Life Chairman 

361-798-6556  mrbarta@flash.net 

The CDA State Convention in April, 2021, will mark the end of the current two-year 
term.  With this in mind I would like to remind all courts to compile a list of activities 
they have participated in under the Respect Life heading since our 2019 convention 
keeping in mind our two-fold mission. 

1) Respect Life from the Womb to the Tomb       

2) Respect All of God’s Creation 

The Respect Life Reporting Form, which covers a two year period, can be found in the 
Texas Information Notebook as well as on the State CDA website using the Resources tab and then the 
Forms Library.  For your review there are four main headings on the form, namely, 1) Respect for the Un-
born and Newly Born; 2) Respect for the Abused, Neglected, Battered or Homeless; 3) Respect for the El-
derly; 4) Respect for God’s Creation.  

Review your court’s activities and report them to me using this form and additional pages if necessary. 
Three courts from each of the membership divisions will be recognized at the state convention for their out-
standing participation and support of the Respect Life cause. 

 Reminder:  The form must be postmarked no later than February 1, 2021. If you prefer to email the 
form, I must receive it by that date.  1003 S. Peck Street, Shiner, TX  77984 

Greetings to All, 

WOW!  What beautiful Fall weather we have been experiencing here in East Texas. 
We hope the same has been happening for all of you.  

We have been seeing really nice and creative ways the Catholic Daughters have been 
conducting their Court business and meetings despite the COVID-19 Pandemic!  Y’all 
are great! 

With that same Creative Spirit and the use of Technology the 52nd Texas State Con-
vention Committee have been working together to create a fun and informative convention for you! 

The First Call to Convention has been sent to your Regents for discussion and decision making.  Items up for 
immediate discussion and action are: Volunteers, Ads, Sponsorship and Vendor Applications.  We need these 
back ASAP.  Thank you so much for your prompt attention. … SAVE YOUR PENNIES! (More to come 
about this later !) 

As we merge forward with the convention plans, we would greatly appreciate your prayers and your patron-
age.  Thank you for all you do for CDA! 

We wish you a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year!  

Blessings and Stay Safe! 
Pat and Mary Jane  
Convention Co-Chairs  

Pat Smith  Conventions 

903-240-1635 (text)  psmith4550@yahoo.com 

Mary Jane Schuster Conventions 

469-556-1549 maryjaneschuster@hotmail.com 
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Cynthia Novak  Ways & Means Chairman 

979-968-3325 

The 2021 Raffle is under way.  The tickets are at the printer and all courts should be receiving them 
in early January, 2021.  Please distribute the tickets to your court members to sell to their family and 
friends!  With your help, we will have a successful raffle!  You do not have to be present at the State 
Convention to win a prize.  Return the stubs with a court check payable to CDA Texas State Court 
before April 2, 2021 to Cynthia Novak at the address listed below or bring them to the convention.  
The drawing will be held Thursday, April 15, 2021; so if you have any tickets and money to turn in 
at the convention, you will need to do so no later than 1:00 pm. that Thursday afternoon.   

Lucky Lotto will begin Friday morning April 16, 2021.  We will have three (3) separate drawings.  
The drawings will take place on: 

• Friday at the opening of the afternoon session. 

• At the Friday Fun Night. 

• Saturday after lunch. 

The Silent Auction will have a new flair at the 2021 State Convention.  It will be a “Purse” Silent Auction.  Purses 
stuffed with various items will be on display for bidding starting Wednesday and bidding will close Saturday at 10:00 
am.  So, look for your favorite purse(s) and bid, bid and bid!  Highest bids will be posted.  The winners must pay and 
collect the purses Saturday afternoon.  Uncollected items will be donated to the JCDA convention raffle.  Please notify 
Sherry Powers of your auction donations at the phone or e-mail listed below by Tuesday March 2, 2021 so that proper 
arrangements may be made to have space and bid sheets available.  You will need to mail the purses to Sherry at the ad-
dress listed below before Saturday March 20, 2021.  You can also bring the purses to the convention by Tuesday April 
13, 2021.   

Thank you to all the courts, district deputies, state chairman and others who donated prizes to the raffle and purse silent 
auction. 

The Texas State Court CDA Park Lane Jewelry Fundraiser is complete however final numbers were not available at 
the time this article was written.  A complete report will be given in the next issue of The Lone Star Messenger.  Thank 
you to all members, their family, friends and co-workers who purchased jewelry. 

Christmas Blessings to each of you and your families! 

Cynthia Novak     Sherry Powers       
State Ways and Means Chairman  TX State Conv. Purse Silent Auction Chairman 
777 E. Eblin St.     13675 Hwy 296 
La Grange, TX  78945    Texarkana, AR  71854 
979-968-3325     903-293-2310 
cynovak@verizon.net    sherryp4077@yahoo.com 

Blessing of the Christmas Tree  
Before Christianity came to be, trees that remained green all year round warded off evil spirits and were 
special to people during the winter.  It wasn’t until the sixteenth century in Germany that trees were 
brought inside and decorated.  When does the Christmas tree go up in your home or parish?  Continue the 
tradition by gathering together and blessing this special symbol. 

You may bless the tree as soon as you put it up, or you can wait until after you have decorated it.  When 
you are ready to do the blessing, gather everyone around the tree and designate someone to lead the fol-
lowing prayer. 

You will need water or holy water (if available) to celebrate this blessing. 

Leader: Loving God, we stand before you once again.  We stand here ready to celebrate the birth of your son, Jesus. 

(Have everyone extend a hand in a gesture of blessing. Sprinkle water or holy water on the tree while praying the following 
prayer.) 

Leader: Bless this tree, this sign of life and freshness and perseverance in our midst.  It stands as a reminder that you are 
born anew in us each day.  Bless our family and friends as we celebrate this joyous season.  Keep us safe in our travels, kind 
in our conversations, and gracious in our giving and receiving.  We ask you this in confidence, because we know you love us. 

All: Amen. 

(Join in singing a favorite Christmas carol, such as “O Christmas Tree” or “Joy to the World.”) 
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National News 

Catholic Daughters and IHC Specialty Benefits 

In today’s challenging times, it is more important than ever to have quality 
health coverage you can count on.  That’s just one of the reasons that all 
Catholic Daughter members have access to qualified agents to assist with 
choosing the right solution from a vast array of affordable Health Coverage 
options.  Call 844-906-2730 or go to catholicdaughters.org, select Benefits 
on the tool bar and click on the link IHC Specialty Benefits Brochure for more information about the coverage 
options available to you and your family members.  

Pilgrimage to Poland and Eastern Europe 

Join National Regent Sherry Nilles with Catholic Daughters, friends and family on a 12-day tour to Poland 
and Eastern Europe on July 26 to August 6, 2021.  Go to catholicdaughters.org for the flyer.  The tour in-
cludes Warsaw, Czestochowa, Auschwitz, Krakow, Budapest, Vienna and Prague.  The complete itinerary 
and registration forms are also available on the website. 

National Installation Mass 

The Installation Mass for the National Board was held on October 3 in Des Moines, Iowa.  It was moving and 
sacred, despite the fact that the beautiful red roses and white candles ceremony was prohibited because of so-
cial distancing.   

One hundred and thirty-five Catholic Daughters family and friends traveled from across the country for the 
special occasion to show their support, and courts from National Regent Sherry Nilles’ home state of Iowa 
were well-represented. 
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AROUND THE STATE OF TEXAS 

Annunciation #1962  
La Grange  
The Court kicked off the 
WRAP Campaign with 
a white ribbon and bow 
around a mighty oak 
tree on the courthouse 
lawn.   Pictured L to R: 
Mary Lou Anderle, 
Shirley Antosh, Cynthia 
Novak & Cindy Dippel. 

Our Lady of Sorrows #2273  
Victoria 
The Court  participated in “Make A Difference 
Day” by making 320 sandwiches and passing 
them out along with chips, cookies and water to 
homeless and needy people throughout the city 
of Victoria. 

 The food and 
fellowship were 
very much ap-
preciated. 

 
 

Court Ladies of St. Patrick #2761 
Houston 
Court ladies hosted 
their first annual 
pumpkin patch this 
past weekend!  

Great turnout!  

Praise be to God. 

Our Lady of Mercy #1968  
Rio Grande City 
Deacon Beto Rios and Court members united and prayed 
the rosary during adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at 
Starr County Memorial Hospital in Rio Grande City, TX.   

In preparation for CDA day, our court joined other CDA 
courts in the Rio Grande 
Valley in praying the 
rosary at their respec-
tive hospital with spe-
cial intentions for those 
affected by COVID-19, 
first responders, doc-
tors, nurses and essen-
tial workers.  

Court St. John, Baptizer of Jesus 
#2532  Corpus Christi 
This year, the Court celebrated CDA National 
Sunday on Saturday.  We gathered at church in 
our whites to pray The Rosary for the Unborn 
in honor of Respect Life month. Those who 
could not attend joined us spiritually at home 
by reciting the rosary.  

Afterwards, we 
attended mass as a 
court in memorium 
for our Sisters in 
Christ who have 
passed onto their 
eternal glory.  

 

Our Lady of the Hills #2415  
Round Rock 
What a beautiful day to cel-
ebrate CDA SUNDAY. 
What a great day to cele-
brate the Court’s 25th Anni-
versary with Fr. Leo, (our 
celebrant), Deacon Richard 
(our court chaplain) and 
our Sisters from near and 
far.  Our court decided that 
we would incorporate 
“Make a Difference Day” with a drive-by after our Mass.  
The court made a pantry donation for St Vincent de Paul, 
supplies for Cebu Foundation and cards for Veterans Day. 
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Court Juan Diego #2277  
Corpus Christi 
HAPPY NATIONAL CDA DAY to all CDA Ladies! 

Court St. Juan Diego 
#2277 celebrated National 
CDA Day With a Bless-
ing during Mass. 

 

Court St. Joseph #1729 Waco 
Court members gathered together to attend a Cor-
porate Communion on CDA Sunday on October 
18, 2020 at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Waco, 
Texas 

AROUND THE STATE OF TEXAS 

Court Our Lady of Sorrows #2273 

Victoria  
The Court celebrated Na-
tional CDA Day with a 
group mass celebrated by 
our Pastor, Father Jacob. 
We followed up with a pot 
luck lunch and played Cha-
lupa with all winners being 
presented with prizes. It was a great day to be a Cath-
olic Daughter! 

Our Lady of the Hills # 2415  
Round Rock  
Members of the Court spent a Saturday with Mary. 
Three members went to Planned Parenthood and 
prayed for the end of abortion. Mary Helen set up 
a time with Our Lady of Fatima #2470 from Ala-
mo for CDA members and other members from St. 
Williams to spend time praying the Rosary, sing-
ing Mary songs and praying the Litany.  It was a 
very nice afternoon praying for our country and 
our election. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Lady of Montserrat # 2763  

Flint 
It was a beautiful Sunday to 
celebrate CDA Day! Many 
blessings to our CDA sis-
ters from Our Lady of 
Montserrat in Flint. 

Court Sister Mary Walter #2401  
Rosenburg 
Court members from 
Our Lady of Guada-
lupe Church in Ros-
enberg, TX celebrat-
ed Mass on CDA 
Sunday.   

Everyone joined to-
gether for  lunch. 

Court Annunciation #1962 
La Grange 

The court celebrated CDA Sunday with Mass at Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Church.   

Pictured L to R are 
Deacon Mike Meismer, 
Mary Lou Anderle, 
Carolyn Weishuhn, 
Shirley Antosh, Mari-
lyn Kothmann and Fr. 
Brian Phillips.  
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Court Annun-
ciation #1962 
La Grange 
The Court made a 
$200 donation to 
help defray the costs 
of PPE to each of 

the following: La Grange ISD, Sacred Heart 
Church, Sacred Heart School and Sts. Peter & 
Paul Church, Plum.  Pictured below from L to R: 
Cynthia Novak, Carolyn Weishuhn, Pam Keilers, 
William Wagner, Terri Wagner, Mary Lou An-
derle, Elizabeth Kothmann, and Barbara Brauner. 

Court Our Lady 
of the Snow #2100  
Richardson 

Zoom Prayer Circle 
 
As the events of  2020 
unfold, we continue to 
ask our members, “What can we do to help this year?”  
In response to this question, our Prayer Circle began in 
June, meeting two mornings a week via Zoom.  We 
pray for the end of the Corona virus, healing for our 
country, the November election, our members’ peti-
tions and ALL Catholic Daughters everywhere.  Our 
circle begins by giving Glory to God, then reflecting 
on the topic of prayer in our lives, followed by a mini 
Lectio Divina on the daily Gospel, and concludes with 
petitions and prayers for our country.  This time to-
gether has brought us much peace.    We are happy to 
accept your prayer petitions.  Contact us via email: 
cdaourladyofthesnow@gmail.com  

Bishop Enrique San Pedro #2390 
San Benito 
At its regular Commission Meeting on Tuesday, 
October 6, 2020, San Benito Mayor Ben Gomez 
(center) along with Mayor Pro Tem Carol Lynn 
Sanchez (left) and Commissioner Rene Villafran-
co (right), presented members of the Catholic 
Daughters of Americas Court #2390 an official 
proclamation in recognition of their work and 
proclaimed Sunday, October 18, 2020 as Catho-
lic Daughters of Americas Day in the City of San 
Benito.  Holding the proclamation is Tae Nam 
Meza. 
 
 

Mother of Divine Grace #2717  
Edinburg 
Court members prayed the Holy Rosary at 
Hilcrest Memorial Cemetery for All Souls Day. 

St. Francis de Sales #2647 Houston 
The Court had a beautiful day for a successful bakery 
and garage sale on church property.  It was so good to 
see people, but especially all the lovely CDA Sisters! 

St. Theresa of the Little Way #2384 
Premont 
The Court celebrated CDA Sunday by first attending 
Mass and then reciting the Glorious Mysteries in the 
Grotto.  Immediately following Mass the members en-
joyed a meal at a local restaurant.   
 

AROUND THE STATE OF TEXAS 
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Texas Information Notebook Updates 

Please make the following changes to your Texas Information Notebook. 

Section 1: Administration and Organizational Roster 

National Representative: Connie Dronette, 610 Pitre Street, Sulphur, LA 70663, 337.802.6136, con-
niecda@yahoo.com 

Past State Regent: Section 1: Dee Scheetz, 20309 Chayton Circle, Pflugerville, TX 78660, 512.837.1251, 
dscheetz@att.net 

Past State Regent and State Youth/JCDA Co-Chairmen Sheila Martinka: 307 Spur Drive 

Past State Regent and State Ceremonial Chairman Duchess Collins: 77406, 832.567.6065 

Section 2: District Deputies, Roster and Court List 

District Deputy #6: 75601 

District Deputy #24: P.O. Box 10964, Houston, TX 77206 

District Deputy #28: 979.885.9187 (no other phone # is used) 

District Deputy #35: home court: Our Lady Queen of the Lake  #2364 Lake Jackson 

District Deputy #41: 78415 (DD Roster only) 

District Deputy #43: tinasaenz2018@gmail.com 

District Deputy #59: 1818 Three Forks Street 

Section 3: Local Court Regents: 

Court #1784: No officers 

Court #1959: Esther Ornelas, 8439 Gulfwood Lane, Houston, TX 77075, 832.335.9650, 
trudie0904@gmail.com 

Court #2235: 432.295.1447 

Court #2292: chachav1007@gmail.com  

Court #2361 Phone #: 361-522-4549 

Court #2439: No Regent 

Court #2540: P.O. Box 720781 

Court #2569: P.O. Box 1155, Port Isabel, TX 78578, mrs.mayratrujillocrux@gmail.com 

Court #2626: Sandra Acosta, 18 Elm St, Blanco, TX 78606, 210.710.4163, sandra.acosta91@gmail.com 

Court # 2707, St. Rita of Cascia, Houston, TX: Barbara Brandyberg, 6311 McKinstry Blvd, Houston, TX 
77085, 832.407.2756, bbrandyberg@gmail.com 

Court #2755, Daughters of Mary, Bedford, TX: Patti Tapia, 6532 Davidson St, N Richland Hills, TX 76118, 
682.367.0518, eptapia1971@gmail.com 

Please be aware that changes might be necessary on more than one page in a section. 
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History and Symbolism of the Advent Wreath 
by Patrice Fagnant-Macarthur, Catholic Exchange 

The lights of the candles on the Advent Wreath break through the dark-

ness, reminding us of the Light of Christ that we anticipate during this 

holy season. Where did this tradition come from, of lighting four candles 

in an evergreen wreath to mark the weeks preceding Christmas? Like many of our Church traditions, the use of 

candles in the midst of late fall and winter was originally a pagan tradition. Rev. William Saunders, who wrote 

an article in the “Arlington Catholic Herald” on this topic, states that “pre-Germanic peoples used wreaths with 

lit candles during the dark and cold December days as a sign of hope in the future warm and extended sunlight 

days of spring.” In a similar vein, Scandinavians “lighted candles [that] were placed around a wheel, and pray-

ers were offered to the god of light to turn the ‘wheel of the earth’ back toward the sun to lengthen the days 

and restore warmth.” 

In the middle ages, the Germanic peoples began incorporating a lighted wreath into the Christian season of 

Advent. It didn’t gain widespread popularity until the 1800s and it wasn’t until the 1900s that German immi-

grants brought the tradition to America. 

The Advent Wreath is very symbolic. The evergreens used for the wreath itself are a reminder of continuous 

life. The shaping of them into a circle reinforces that meaning. The circle is also a sign of everlasting life as 

well as the eternity of God. 

The four candles used, three purple and one pink, mark the Sundays of Advent before Christmas. The purple 

candles are reminders that this should be a time of prayer and sacrifice to prepare us for the second coming of 

Christ. On the third Sunday, the pink candle is lit to announce Gaudete Sunday, a Sunday of rejoicing for 

Christ is coming near. With the lighting of that candle, the light has won out over the darkness (three candles 

lit vs. the one that remains unlit). 

Various meanings have been assigned to the four candles. One interpretation has each candle representing 

4000 years, the Biblical time between Adam and Eve and the coming of Christ. In another interpretation, the 

first candle represents the patriarchs, the second the prophets, the third reminds us of John the Baptist, and the 

fourth of Mary, the mother of Jesus. They have also been described as the prophets’ candle, the Bethlehem 

Candle, the shepherds’ candle, and the angels’ candle. 

A fifth white candle in the center representing Christ can also be used. It is lit on Christmas Eve as a remem-

brance of Christ coming into the world. Sometimes, all the other candles of the wreath are removed and re-

placed with white candles on Christmas. 

The Advent Wreath serves as a powerful visual reminder of the holiness of the season. The light of the candles 

invite us to quiet ourselves during this busy time and reflect on the true meaning of Christmas. Whether at 

home or at Church, it provides an invitation to wait and pray in hopeful anticipation for the coming of Christ. 

We are called to welcome the light of Christ into our lives. 

Reprinted with permission from Catholic Exchange, Manchester, NH (https://catholicexchange.com/history-and-symbolism-

of-the-advent-wreath  November 30, 2019 
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2021, January  Texarkana, State Officer Board meeting 

2021, January  Second Call to 2021 State Convention in Texarkana 

2021, February 1 Newsletter Article due 

2021, March 5-7 Seguin, Financial Review, Board meeting 

2021, April 14-18 Texarkana, State Convention 

2021, May 1  Newsletter Article due 

2021, June 4-6  Angleton, Passing of the Gavel Board meeting 
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Mother Mary 


