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Nativity of the Mother of God 

September is a very important month for all Catholic Daughters.  Septem-
ber 8 is the day we celebrate the birth of our Patron The Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  Here is one of many stories of Her birth. 

The Feast of September 8 originated in Jerusalem.  In the 7th century, in 
the Byzantine Rite and at Rome, the Birth of the Blessed Virgin was cele-
brated this day.  Mary is believed to have been born approximately 20 
B.C.  Her Immaculate Conception — when she was conceived without 
sin in the womb of her mother Anna — is celebrated nine months earlier, 
on December 8. 

“In the liturgy the Church salutes Mary of Nazareth as the Church’s own beginning, for in 
the event of the Immaculate Conception the Church sees projected, and anticipated in her 
most noble member, the saving grace of Easter.  And above all, in the Incarnation she en-
counters Christ and Mary indissolubly joined: he who is the Church’s Lord and Head and 
she who, uttering the first fiat of the New Covenant, prefigures the Church’s condition as 
spouse and mother” (John Paul II, Redemptoris Mater, 1). 

“In fact, even though it is not possible to establish an exact chronological point for identi-
fying the date of Mary’s birth, the Church has constantly been aware that Mary appeared 
on the horizon of salvation history before Christ.  It is a fact that when ‘the fullness of 
time’ was definitively drawing near — the saving advent of Emmanuel — she who was 
from eternity destined to be His mother already existed on earth.  The fact that she 
‘preceded’ the coming of Christ is reflected every year in the liturgy of Advent.  There-
fore, if to that ancient historical expectation of the Savior we compare these years which 
brought us to the beginning of the third Millennium after Christ, it becomes fully compre-
hensible that in this present period we wish to turn in a special way to her, the one who in 
the ‘night’ of the Advent expectation began to shine like a true ‘Morning Star’  (Stella 
Matutina ).  For just as this star, together with the ‘dawn,’ precedes the rising of the sun, 
so Mary from the time of her Immaculate Conception preceded the coming of the Savior, 
the rising of the ‘Sun of Justice’ in the history of the human race” (Redemptoris Mater , 
3). 

The Roman Catholic dogma of the Immaculate Conception upholds that from the first in-
stant of her creation, the soul of the Virgin Mary was free from original sin; this doctrine 
is not the same as that of the Virgin Birth, which is when Jesus Christ was born of a virgin 
mother.  The Roman Catholic Church has consistently favored belief in the Immaculate 
Conception; a festival of that name was celebrated in the Eastern church as early as the 5th 
century and in the Western church from the 7th century.  In 1854, Pope Pius IX issued a 
solemn decree declaring the Immaculate Conception to be a dogma essential to the belief 
of the universal Church.  Under the title Immaculate Conception, the Virgin Mary is in-
voked as the patron of the United States, Brazil, Portugal, and Corsica. 

There are three different traditions as to the place of the birth of the Blessed Virgin.  First, 
the event has been placed in Bethlehem.  A second tradition placed the birth of our 
Blessed Lady in Sephoris, about three miles north of Bethlehem.  The third tradition, the 
most probable one, is that Mary was born in Jerusalem.  It rests upon the testimony of St. 
Sophronius, St. John Damascene, and upon evidence of recent finds in the Probatica.  The 
Feast of Our Lady’s Nativity was not celebrated in Rome till toward the end of the seventh 
century; but two sermons found among the writings of St. Andrew of Crete (d. 680) imply 
that it was introduced at an earlier date into some other churches.  In 799 the 10th canon of 
the Synod of Salzburg prescribes four feasts in honor of the Mother of God: the Purifica-
tion, February 2; the Annunciation, March 25; the Assumption, August 15; the Nativity, 
September 8.  

Reprinted with permission from Catholic Exchange, Manchester, NH (https://catholicexchange.com/
birth-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary) September 8, 2019 
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"This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice in it and be glad."  
Psalm 118:24 

State Regent’s Message 
  Melodie Brunt, State Regent  

903-293-4911  cdambrunt@gmail.com 

Four months have passed, and we are still in the mist of this pandemic.  Masks, hand san-

itizer, social distancing, these are our new norms.  How are we to help our neighbor, feed 

the hungry, clothe the naked, and visit the imprisoned?  Let us begin today to find new 

ways to do our corporal and spiritual works of mercy.   

I know there are a lot of courts struggling with finances.  National and State dues have 

finally been sent out.  You have financial obligations for seminarians, priests, and parish 

activities.  You may not be able to have the large fundraisers you have had in the past. 

Brainstorm with your members; think outside the norm.  Have contactless fundraisers, 

encourage no-bake bake sales, sell garage sale items on Amazon or other social media.  I know you can do 

great things in unusual ways! 

We are all so very disappointed that the 2020 National Convention was cancelled.  However, we know that 

our National Board did everything possible to keep us safe.  National elections went as smoothly as possible. I 

must commend all the court regents for getting the ballots to the delegates and back to National in a timely 

manner.  It was a quick turn-around, but you Ladies are the best!  Thank you so much!  We are so immensely 

proud of our own Carolyn Malik, National Director for her second term, and Carolyn Ritchey, National Nomi-

nating Chairman for the 2020-2022 term.  Congratulations, Ladies! 

Due to the weather and the pandemic, our Habitat for Humanity home in Texarkana has been delayed.  We 

hope to resume the work soon so this family can be in their home before Christmas.  We will need you, your 

husbands, your families, and friends.  Please sign up to help as soon as the word goes out.  

Please join me in congratulating Carolyn Ritchey on a job well done with Officer Training.  When we started 

this term, it was with the thought that we would have one district as the “guinea pig” with flash drives or 

Zoom training.  As it turned out, look at what y’all were able to accomplish!  The whole state trained with 

flash drives and Zoom meetings.  Now, let’s remember, if you have questions, look in our National Bylaws or 

Tools of the Trade first for answers.  If you don’t find them, then call your District Deputy or email Carolyn 

Ritchey.   

I must say thank you to our State Board, especially Becky Brown, First Vice State Regent, for stepping up 

when I was so sick.  These ladies took on more duties when I couldn’t put two thoughts together.  Remember 

Regents, Vice Regents need to know everything you do for just this reason.  We never know when our health 

or something else will throw us for a loop.  Our courts cannot be shut down because the officers are not in-

formed.  We have had a court regent to pass from this virus.  We have four District Deputies going through 

cancer.  We have had many members ill and needing our prayers.  Flood Heaven with those prayers, Ladies.  

I am humbled by all the Mass cards, get well cards, thinking of you cards, and prayer blanket from so many. 
Bill just goes through them, saying – look at all the love and prayers sent to us.  Thank you so much! 
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Mission Statement 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas strive to embrace  
the principle of faith working through love in the  

promotion of justice, equality, and the Advancement  
of human rights and human dignity for all. 

A Message From The State Chaplain 
Reverend Justin Braun 

A Message From The State Chaplain 

Reverend Justin Braun 
Dear sisters in Christ,  

I pray that this finds you all doing well and bearing the misery of Texas summer heat 
with some humor and a good air conditioner! This letter will be hitting your mailbox or 
email around the 1st of September, which means we’re a few weeks into the new school 
year (in the various forms that it is taking) and that we are also transitioning yet-again 
into a “new normal” that is often different from day-to-day. Let us not forget also, that a 

national election looms over our heads and state and local elections will be being decided in the coming months 
also.  

The Church’s Social Teaching is a rich and very profound source of knowledge for me particularly as a priest, 
who is often thrusted into conversations and situations that touch on the divine and the worldly. Having the guid-
ance of 2000 years of teaching and systematic thinking about socio-economic and socio-cultural/political issues 
has given the Church the ability to read through the clutter of events and personalities, and to see on its face what 
are the ideas and ideologies behind current trends in the American religious and political arena. I want to touch on 
just a few points of specific teaching that the Church insists upon to help us form our conscience as we go to the 
polls in November.  

First, please read the Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraphs 2419-2449 to have a good understanding and 
foundation for how you approach political and economic issues. We don’t go to the polls as uninformed partisans 
who “only” vote Democrat or Republican because that is who we are: no, we go as informed citizens who vote 
first as Catholic-Christians living in our particular nation, because that is who we are—sons and daughters of God.  

Second, realize that the Church “has rejected the totalitarian and atheistic ideologies associated in modern times 
with ‘communism’ or ‘socialism.’ She has likewise refused to accept, in the practice of ‘capitalism,’ individualism 
and the absolute primacy of the law of the marketplace over human labors. Regulating the economy solely by cen-
tralized planning perverts the basis of social bonds; regulating it solely by the law of the marketplace fails social 
justice, for ‘there are many human needs which cannot be satisfied by the market.’” (CCC 2425) In plain terms, 
the Church outrightly rejects the notion of Marxist-Communism or “Socialism” that is atheistic in its foundations 
or seeks to collectivize goods and labor in a state-owned system. Conversely, at the same time, the Church also 
rejects the “unbridled capitalism” that makes economic prosperity the sole motivation of human effort at the ex-
pense of human wellbeing.  

This means that as Catholics we can morally support capitalism and cannot morally support communism and so-
cialism. This also means that we need to be intentional about how we look at the economic policies of candidates 
for public office and how they favor or disrupt true human flourishing and the common good. Voting clearly mat-
ters, so please be informed.  

I hope this will help all of you weather the barrage of misinformation and outright lies that are out there. I know 
this organization is deeply patriotic and wants to see what is best for the whole country, and every citizen, regard-
less of race, sex, creed, and point-of-view, which is a beautiful effect of the Church’s consistent teaching on the 
dignity of every human life. In that light, let us pray for one another and our country, and I ask especially that you 
pray for our sisters in the Valley, who have seen so much heartache in these recent months as COVID has hit that 
area particularly hard. Please know you are in my daily prayers! 

Fr. Braun 
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A Message From The National CDA Director 
Carolyn Malik 

361-594-3170 cdacarol@sbcglobal.net  

National Convention Chairman Update 

First of all, I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to all you wonderful Catholic Daugh-
ters in Texas who worked so hard and diligently to hopefully make our scheduled na-
tional convention a success.  But the Dear Lord had other plans in mind for us so it 
was not meant to be.  But life continues and we move forward and learn from our ex-
periences.  I pray that all of you are staying in, being safe and healthy during these try-
ing times in our lives.    

We are in the midst of a hot summer break and a continuation of the pandemic cancel-
lations for our court meetings and activities.  It is my hope that the fall season will 
bring us all back together to work in Unity and Charity for the good of our church, community, and schools.  
We must use these few weeks we have left to spend more time with Our Lord in adoration and pray for a suc-
cessful new court year beginning soon.  

Local court officers and members, it is time to prepare for the upcoming CDA year 
by reviewing and updating your budgets and standing rules.  Invite your entire 
membership to participate in the planning stages for the next year.  It is imperative 
to keep all members informed and give them the opportunity to participate in the 
planning stages for the new court year.  Each and every member needs to feel like 
they are part of the big picture and that their input is appreciated and welcome.   

Good luck and here’s wishing all the very best and a successful and productive 
CDA year.   

 Newly Elected Officers, Directors, and Nominating Committee Members 

 
  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

National Directors: 
Michele Bowman, Florida                                                                                                    
Barb Jensen, Nebraska                                                                                                    
Irene Gramza, Arizona                                                                                                        
Ivone Da Silviera, Puerto Rico                                                                                               
Tess Cersovski, Oregon                                                                                                    
Dawn Fortenberry, Louisiana                                                                                         
Carolyn Malik, Texas                                                                                                         
Two Vacancies 

National Nominating Committee: 
Carolyn Ritchey, Texas, Chairman                                                                                             
Brenda Anderson, South Dakota                                                                                                
Nymia J. Rivas, Puerto Rico                                                                                                     
Theresa Duran, New York                                                                                                         
Sheila Moore,  Louisiana                                                                                                                                                       
Marie Veloz, Arizona                                                                                                                                                                    
Barbara Carpenter, Oklahoma                                                                                                  
Kim Meduna, Nebraska, First Alternate                                                                                        
Lisa Mc Cann, Pennsylvania, Second Alternate 

National Officers: 
Sherry Nilles, National Regent                                                                                                                                                
Emily Guilherme, National Regent-Elect                                                                                                                        
Susan Moné, First Vice National Regent                                                                                                                     
Essie Walker, Second Vice National Regent                                                                                                                                    
Connie Dronette, National Secretary-Treasurer 



September 2020  PAGE 5 

 

July 2020 

 

My Dear Sisters of Texas, 

 

I did not have the opportunity to speak to you at a convention, so I’d like to take 

this opportunity to express my gratitude for your love and support for the last twen-

ty years.  When I was appointed to serve as State Secretary by Libby Ramirez, I 

never dreamed of the journey I was beginning.  There are several things for which I 

am most grateful, but, first and foremost, I am grateful for the opportunity to have 

served with the women of Texas.  In you, I have found true friendship, examples of 

great selflessness, and examples of untiring service.  You have been my role mod-

els and my companions, and I thank God for each and every one of you. 

Thank you for all you did for the convention that almost was.  I am disappointed 

that the rest of the nation did not experience your hospitality and your creativity.  

Thank you for dedicating your time and talent to the convention.  I appreciate eve-

ry committee chairman and member, and I appreciate the State Officers whose en-

thusiasm and energy were contagious and inspirational. I am especially grateful to 

Carolyn Malik, Convention Chairman Extraordinaire! Her eye for detail and her 

diligence gave me the opportunity to continue my work and to rest assured that the 

convention was in perfect hands.   

I am looking forward to returning to working with my local court and to being a 

proud and happy member of the Texas State Court.  To borrow from the great Bing 

Crosby as Father O’Malley in Going My Way, (which I realize some of you are 

way too young to remember)  if you ever need me, just dial “O” for Olga, and I 

will be there.    I have loved every minute of this CDA Journey, and I will treasure 

every memory for the rest of my life.    God’s peace be with you.  I wish you joy!! 

Your sister in Christ, 

 
Olga Samaniego                                                                                                                       

Immediate Past National Regent 
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A Message From The First Vice State Regent 
Rebecca Brown 

979-248-0993            cdarebeccabrown@gmail.com 

Greetings and blessings to all my CDA sisters. 

What an interesting 3 months we have had.  We were on our way to resuming activ-
ities within our families, courts, parishes, communities, and state.  Then came the 
word to not resume activities and to stay at home, wearing masks, and not gathering 
or attending meetings.  Many CDA members are wondering what to do about meet-
ings, membership, and raising funds for the charities we support.   Some courts 
tried technology and used Zoom to have meetings.  Other courts have simply 
emailed or called to stay in touch.  Whatever you do, do something to keep your 
members informed, interested, and active. 

During this time, new court informational meetings have been placed on hold.  I have had several requests to 
join courts in Texas via the Texas Website.  Since our membership goal for each court is 8 new members 
for the 2019-2021 term, your court has plenty of time to make the goal!!   

Here are some ideas to increase membership: 

1)    Host events members will want to attend (keep them simple and fun) 
a. Rosary over the phone, Zoom, Facebook, or Facetime 
b. A specific prayer time or a reading from scripture 
c. Research and ask members what they would like to do 

2)    Have membership drives 
a. Be creative 
b. Drive-thru getting to know CDA event 
c. Mail out information about CDA and your court 

3)    Have current members give recruitment ideas and feedback 
4)    Provide a personalized invitation, membership folder, new member gift 
5)    Keep the renewal process on-going  
6)    Host a “bring your friend” to a meeting 

a. Assign members with last name beginning with a-f, then the next time g-k and so on for each 
meeting 

b. Meetings might be via Zoom or other ways, so be creative with your invites 
7)    Talk/reach out to former members  

a. Find out why they left 
b. Are they interested in joining again 

8)    Encourage members to talk and share with each other 
a. We all need support from our CDA sisters  
b. Sometimes all we need to do is listen and be present 

9)    Invite member’s families to events 
10)  Help members develop an “elevator speech” about your court 

a. Keep everything positive (at meetings and outside meetings) 
b. Post a sign saying “No Negative Nanny’s Allowed” 
c.   Be honest and sincere 

 

During this time of social distancing, think very “outside the box” for ways to welcome new members and 
keep our current members in touch and doing charitable work.  Try some of these idea: a drive-thru fundrais-
er, a walk in the park, a parking-lot meeting, send thinking of you cards and add a one line update from your 
members, and always include prayer with and for each other, your parish, your community, state, our coun-
try, and the whole world. 

Connect with your members and other ladies in your parish will want to be part of CDA! 

Be blessed in the peace of Christ. 
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A Message From The State Secretary 
Terrie Vacek 

979-533-3142  terriecda@cebridge.net 

A Message From The Second Vice State Regent 
Carolyn Ritchey 

281-220-9064  musicaltunes4me@yahoo.com 

Howdy from the big town of Sealy!  Hope you are all doing well!  

I love baseball and softball, but the curve balls are what I hated most in trying to hit!  But 
with practice, I became better.  Well, that is how I viewed officer training.  The game was 
ready to be played, the players were ready, and the stands were full, but then came the 
curve ball.  It was almost a swing and a miss!  The next pitch was the fast ball.  It was time 
to regroup and get a new strategy.  Then came the next pitch – right down the middle!  
That is when we all switched gears and redesigned the procedures for officer training.  We 
were off and running and headed for home!  

Officer training for this summer has taken on a new design, and I want to commend the District Deputies for 
stepping up to the plate and taking charge.  I cannot say it enough, but you all have been so wonderful in ac-
cepting the challenges.  I have enjoyed working with all of you.  I am totally humbled by your willingness, 
your kindness, and your dedication!  The state board could not have done this without you!  You have truly 
been our hands, feet, and voices!  

Now we can start looking forward to the next big event which is our State Convention in Texarkana.  Re-
gents, please pass on the Circle of Love forms from National and State to your various chairmen!  There will 
be a video on our CDA Website soon that will help all of you complete those forms.  I will also touch on this 
in the December quarterly newsletter.  

Welcome back sisters!  The gavel has been passed.  Congratulations and gratitude for your lead-
ership in CDA.  Thank you for your patience, support, and prayers during the Covid-19 pandem-
ic.  The last six months have crumbled the ‘TTWWADI’ concept; the National Convention was 
cancelled, scheduled events and celebrations postponed or cancelled, and Zoom became a wel-
comed means of communication and getting business done!  This opened an opportunity to listen 
to God’s whisper moving us into creative ways to express unity and service, or even replenish your 
treasury in untraditional ways. 

National CDA reopened and processed the April 2020 National Dues invoices July 11.  State Dues 
invoices were mailed in July.  Your prompt payment of National and State invoices upon receipt is 
appreciated.   

It’s important to know where information and payments are submitted.  Regents must share the ‘Texas Information 
Notebook’ updated forms and procedures with all officers.  All state monies, including state dues and all state and na-
tional charitable donations go to the State Secretary.  MSF Mass Enrollments and State Sales go to those state chair-
men.  All membership addition and deletion forms go to National and the State Secretary (you may save time and mon-
ey by emailing a white copy).   

Submit Financial Reviews to National, the State Regent, and the State Secretary.  Several districts have outstanding 
Financial Reviews far beyond the deadline extension of June 1st.  Please submit them now.  The next review will be due 
no later than October 31st.  Download the revised Charitable Donations Form from the state website, fill out and submit 
each time you donate to one of the state or national projects or charities.  

God has been with CDA for 117 years, tugging at our shirt tail, wanting us to stretch beyond the norm and keep grow-
ing!  Take advantage of every technology tool available.  Be creative!  I thoroughly enjoyed facilitating a lake-side in-
stallation of twenty-five newly elected officers for five courts!  Isiah 43:19 “See, I am doing something new!  Now it 
springs forth…, I make a way…..”  We hope that you have enjoyed Officer Training over the summer. Your district 
deputy and state officers are here to assist and support you.  Looking forward to seeing you soon.  Blessings and Joy! 
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A Message From The State Treasurer 
Virginia Olsovsky 

361-772-8776  olsovskyv@icloud.com 

I am so disappointed that I wasn’t able to celebrate your court anniversaries and officer installations 
with you in person last spring.  I looked forward to the summer, hoping our officer trainings would 
give me an opportunity to visit with you and get to know each of you a little better, but Covid-19 
has once again caused us to change our plans.  However, Catholic Daughters are always resilient 
and resourceful, and I am proud of the way we have adapted to the changes in our lives.  Carolyn 
Ritchey has come up with some really workable plans for our socially distanced trainings.  I’ll see 
you on Zoom! 

As you begin this new term, here are a few things to keep in mind: 

• Deposit all checks immediately upon receipt. 
• Make checks for national dues and purchases from the national store payable to the Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas and send them to National.   
• Make all other checks payable to the CDA Texas State Court and send all monies, with the exception of State Sales 

and MSF Enrollments, to Terrie L. Vacek, State Secretary.   
• Never make your check payable to an individual.   
• Current forms can be found on the state and national websites.  Please throw away old out-of-date forms with incor-

rect information and addresses.   
• Ask your regent to share the current list of state personnel and their contact information from her Texas State Infor-

mation Notebook. 
• The Texas CDA Charitable Donations Form has been updated.  It can be found on the state website under Re-

sources >  General Forms.   
 

Take care of yourselves, my CDA sisters, and guard against becoming careless and complacent about this pandemic.  
Keep washing your hands, wearing your masks, and practicing social distancing.  Let us pray that God will keep us all 
safe and healthy so that we can continue to do His good works in Unity and Charity.   Blessings.  

  
Texas State Goals 2019-2021 

http://texascda.org/OfficerTraining.php 

Texas State Circle of Love Chairman 

http://texascda.org/Bruntfiles/CircleofLoveChairs19_21sd.pdf 

Texas State Chairmen Contact Information 

http://texascda.org/Bruntfiles/StateChairmen20192021sd.pdf 

Texas State Officer Contact Information 

http://texascda.org/about.php#StateContact 

National Catholic Daughters Website 

http://www.catholicdaughters.org/ 

Important Quick Links 
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Beatriz Gonzalez  Circle of Love—Family Chairman 

361-212-1252  gbeatriz71@yahoo.com 

Greetings to you and your family.  We pray you continue to stay safe filled 
with faith and perseverance.  While the Quality of Life has been compromised 
for all of us, there is still much we can do for our brothers and sisters in Christ 
and still not compromise our own safety, beginning with prayer.  We pray to 
Jesus through Mary, our Blessed Mother. 

On October 19, 2020, the State Chairman for Family Beatriz Gonzalez and I 
for Quality of Life chairman, will partner up to begin the 33 Days to Morning 
Glory Retreat.  This is A Do-It-Yourself Retreat in Preparation for Marian 
Consecration by Michael E. Gaitley, MIC.  The consecration day will be on 

November 21, 2020 the Marian Feast Day of the Presentation of Mary.  DDs and Regents please disseminate 
this information to your courts and join us.  You can get the book through Amazon for $7.00 for this retreat. 
Under the mantle of our Blessed Mother we will pray.  We can pray individually or as families, be they our 
immediate families, our church families or our CDA families. 

Continue to practice social distancing, sanitizing and abiding by the guidelines set forth by your local and state 
authorities.  However, necessity is the mother of inventions and we have brilliant sisters in CDA that are mak-
ing a difference in the Quality of Life of others. Maintaining social distancing, one court prayed a rosary out-
side the window of a woman dying of cancer at a hospice facility.  The joy and peace it brought to her and her 
family was priceless.  Some recently created a phone bank and reached out to parishioners to check in on them 
and pray with them over the phone.  The responses were overwhelmingly heartfelt.  For many, that was the 
first call they had received since the beginning of the pandemic.  Make a call per day to a loved one or even 
better to an elderly from your parish.  We would love to hear your ideas so we can share with other courts.                        

There are many things we cannot explain or understand in this life.  The unforeseen 
COVID-19 that has struck at the core of all our lives, Hurricane Hanna and the turmoil 
that reminds us of our fragility and mortality.  As much as we want to, as much as we 
try, we realize that there are many things beyond our control in this life.  A lot has been 
said and will be said about this unfortunate tragedy, but the bottom line is that it should 
lead us all, not to finger-pointing, but to real soul-searching, and, more so, to reaching 

out and loving.  The Lord has spoken.  Are we 
listening?  Our brothers and sisters are suffering.  
Are we praying and loving concretely and faith-
fully?  

Times of tragedy and misfortune are times for us to remember God’s 
power and faithfulness and His ability to bring good out of seemingly 
hopeless situations.  Remember, in our most helpless and weakest mo-
ments, the evil one also pounces on us to make us angry, blaming, re-
sentful, or distressed. “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10) 

Make the love of God be felt by many through simple, joyful, and sin-
cere love and service.  Your gift of service and prayer will make a dif-
ference in the Quality of Life for another servant of Christ. 

Janie Rubio  Circle of Love—Quality of Life Chairman 

361-571-7319  janie.mrubio@yahoo.com 

 

Messages From The State Chairmen 
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Sheila Martinka  Circle of Love—Youth/JCDA Co-Chairman 

713-805-7094  smartinka@earthlink 

Peggy Supak  Circle of Love—Youth/JCDA Co-Chairman 

979-966-2286  fayetteatty@hotmail.com 

These past several months since the coronavirus hit in the U.S. have been difficult on 
everyone, but none more than our youth.  They have had their worlds turned upside 
down by being forced to stay home and handle all their schoolwork and class time re-
motely while missing out on the social aspects of school — downtime spent with 
friends, face time with teachers, everything from spring sports to dances to, for some, 
graduation.  Now with school about to start back up there seems to be so much uncer-
tainty throughout the state on the safety of in person school or continued virtual school.  
There are no easy answers, but we must rely on the administrations who have consulted 

health care and local officials to make sure whatever the plan the school has chosen is safe for the youth in each commu-
nity.  There are ways courts can be helpful to our youth, but because all communities are different and may have re-
strictions in place due to numbers of confirmed Covid-19 cases, you will need to be mindful of such restrictions.  For 
youth going back to in person school, backpack/school supply programs, lunch box programs, etc. are a good way to 
help.  Holding an online mask contest to get them more interested in wearing a mask could be done with prizes awarded 
(be mindful of school mask requirements as to type and content thereon).  Offering masks for those children who might 
not be able to afford them is another way to help.  Praising them when you see them practicing safety measures – wash-
ing their hands, social distancing, or wearing a mask makes them more likely to continue doing it.  Praying for the youth 
and educators at meetings is another thing as the power of prayer is awesome.  One of the most important things we can 
do is to let them know that although they may be required to be socially distanced from one another they are not rela-
tionally-distanced, and are not alone! 
 

For our JCDA courts we hope you were able to participate in the “JCDA Plants the Seeds…” retreat in your 
courts.  The State Officers worked hard on putting the retreat packet together.  New officer forms and financial 
review forms need to be sent to State Co-Chairman Peggy Supak.  Remember if you are meeting through 
Zoom or Google Meets make sure you have adequate safety measures in place to protect the members. 

Donna Moeller  Circle of Love—Legislation Chairman 

361-676-1012  bramblemoe@gmail.com 

By now, you are used to many new situations and ideas in your life.  We have been, and are still go-
ing through many radical changes as we adjust to our present reality.  No one has been spared, and 
living outside our comfort zones is now quite commonplace. 

Local courts found novel ways to elect new officers during quarantine, and are now having planning 
meetings to figure out how to move forward, especially addressing fund raising and how to promote 
unity and charity in parishes.  As you form committees, especially for Circle of Love activities, please 
consider the Legislative spoke and fill that position.  You will have almost no cost and will gain 
knowledge to help you take part in the public arena.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that 
"Catholics have a moral  obligation to promote the common good through the exercise of their voting 
privileges" (CCC 2240).  Now, more than ever, we need to have an understanding of what is at stake. 

There are many activities that can provide your court ways to participate either together or virtually.  Your new chair 
could lead a Patriotic Rosary after the First Friday Mass, or if in-person worship is still prohibited in your area, recite it 
at a particular time on Facebook.  She could lead prayer/fasting efforts as Our Lady asked at Fatima; make it a court pro-
ject to attend five First Saturdays either together or virtually, for reparation; make sure every court member is registered 
to vote or if necessary, has a mail-in ballot; disseminate information about candidates from both sides; share web ad-
dresses so that ladies with some time on their hands can be involved and learn facts about candidates they may not have 
known. Encourage fact-finding in relation to Catholic values, not just opinions generated by TV news channels or social 
media.  There are more activities that can fulfill this COL spoke, from as simple as US flag etiquette, to more challeng-
ing exercises such as discussions on The Five Non-Negotiable Issues for Catholic voters or the importance of the Hyde 
Amendment to conscience protections. 

We are fast approaching local, state, and federal elections and information needs to be shared.  If you don't know where 
to begin, contact me and I will help you.  Encourage the ladies of your court to become active voices for Catholic views 
in politics and learn together in the spirit of faith and sisterhood! 

Useful websites to get started:          FaithfulCitizenship.org   https://catholicvote.org/  usccb.org  
   https://www.ewtn.com/vote/                     Catholics for Freedom of Religion (www.cffor.org)                                                                                                    

https://catholicvote.org/
https://www.ewtn.com/vote/
http://www.cffor.org/
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Melissa Aguilar, Habitat for Humanity Chairman 

903-263-9819 maguilar@stmaryslgv.org 

Anne Martin  Read Across America Chairman 

361-648-2008  apmartin@suddenlink.com 

 

To say that things are different today than this time a year ago is an understatement.  One 
thing has remained constant, and that is the need to read.  This is truly the heart of Read 
Across America—encouraging reading (literacy) at every age, level, location.  I did receive 
some reports of court activities during the Spring, but not as many as in years past.  Not 
surprisingly, the virus affected many planned activities.  However, maybe the time spent 
inside allowed for cleaning off bookshelves and re-arranging personal libraries.  Did you 
(or any members of your court) donate these treasures to other “shut-ins”?   

One of the uncertainties of current times is openness of and accessibility to public places.  
Even if we can’t enter certain facilities, we can donate books, magazines, etc. for those who can not have in-
person visitors.  Another concern is how schools will function.  Even if students are not in the physical build-
ing, they will need access to reading materials to keep up and improve their skills.  Consider contacting your 
local districts and offer donations of cash or books.   

This is the time of year when courts are fine-tuning their budgets and activities.  Please try to find ways to pro-
mote literacy in your communities.  It is a skill worth more than gold. 

   This virus is causing us to think out of the box.  

   Time to devise a plan that rocks! 

   Dust off Cat in the Hat, and the Fox in Sox; 

   Read at home or on neighborhood blocks. 

   Reading brings knowledge, the kind that unlocks 

   The potential in everyone who answers its knocks. 

Unfortunately Covid-19 has brought Habitat 
builds to a complete halt.  

Because of this standstill, the CDA build hasn’t 
happened.  A check was written to the Dirt Guy 
last week.  He was finally able to clear the land 
and prep it for a foundation. 

• Rain came down so hard, the ground the CDA’s and others cleared in February was un-
derwater.  It took months for it to dry up enough to work on.  

• Peggy Goodwin, Texas CDA Habitat recipient, and her children were placed in a Habitat tempo-
rary housing.  Her CDA sponsored house was scheduled to be finished before the CDA convention. 

T-shirts are still available.  The order form is on 
the website.  If anyone would like a form, I can 
email the form directly to the court or individual.  

Please pray for Peggy Goodwin and her two chil-
dren during this difficult time.  

To the right are pictures of the land that was finally 
cleared and prepped for a foundation.  
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Hi ladies.  What a summer, what a year we’ve all had since Coronavirus appeared.  I 
hope and pray all of you and your families are staying well.  This has been a time of 
thinking outside the box with meetings, financial reviews, court officer elections, and 
officer trainings.  Our State Board has worked very diligently to create video officer 
trainings that the District Deputies will conduct.  Ladies, it is imperative that every of-
ficer (new or returning) attends the trainings.  There is always new and updated infor-
mation, so even if you have been an officer before, you must pay close attention to the 
new training material, and ask questions if there is something you are not clear about.  
At some time the videos will be posted online and will be wonderful information for 
current officers and those who want to plan to be future officers. 
 

The state financial review committee met on June 12 in Rosenberg at offices owned by Cathy Bittner and 
reviewed the books for March 1, 2020 through May 31, 2020.  The books were found to be in good order and 
we commend the State Board on their accurate recordkeeping.  They handle so much paperwork.  Thanks to 
Gennie Loggins, Christine Moore, Carol Snowbarger, Pat Rega, Cynthia Grigar, and Mary Jane Albert for 
their diligence in conducting the review. 
 
October is the month for court financial reviews so it’s time for Regents to consult with District Deputies and 
set your dates, and remember to think outside the box, if needed, to get the reviews done timely. 
 
Hope you have a wonderful fall season!  Thanks and God bless! 

Janis Wright, State Chairman  Financial Review Chairman 

281-413-2760  jj6874@earthlink.net 

Benji Pardee  Outreach Chairman 

281-773-8175  pardeem@earthlink.net 

 

Attitude Determines Destiny  

They say if you can think it you can become it... in these days and time it certainly is 
hard to think about becoming anything nice!  Many of us are faced with uncertainty, 
illness, separation from those we love, shortages of beloved products, loud political 
voices, and many more things that are sure to stress us out and designed to distract 
and sway our thinking.  

Today I bring you and all members of Catholic Daughters of the Americas a message 
of hope.  Let us change the channel (literally and figuratively) from being swayed by 
outside forces to focusing on the hope that we have in Jesus and sharing it with others. 

In my efforts as Outreach Chairman I often find that changing the channel, or looking at things in a different 
way, is all that is needed.  When we bring hope into any situation in can change our destiny. 

Here are some thoughts on hope: 

• Hope looks for the good in people instead of harping on the worst. 

• Hope opens doors where despair closes them. 

• Hope draws its power from a deep trust in God and the basic goodness of human nature. 

• Hope “Lights a candle” instead of “Cursing the darkness”.  

• Hope regards problems, small or large, as opportunities. 

• Hope pushes ahead when it would be easy to quit. 

• Hope is a good loser because it has the divine assurance of final victory.  

• Hope accepts misunderstandings as the price of serving the greater good of others.  

Let us ask our Blessed Mother to cover us with the mantle of her love and help us spread the message of 
hope throughout our organization.  May she comfort and protect us all as we strive to do His will. 
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Diana Kammer  State Sales Chairman 

936-661-8385 (C)  936-856-1188 (H)  dianakammer@aol.com 

My Dear Sisters in Christ, 

I would like to take a moment to say a big “Thank You” to everyone who re-
sponded so quickly to the announcement of the pins I have been selling.  Unfortu-
nately I do not have any of the Speak Lord pin but I  just found out that Cathy Bit-
ner is selling them.  I do of course have the Blue Bonnet pin and a lot of other 
items you may be interested in purchasing.   

Call me, text, or email me, I  can send you pictures of the items we sell.  I will get your order out to you 
within 24 hours.  Be safe, stay healthy and May God’s Blessings be with you always. 

Suzanne Delcambre State Website and Local Website Contest Chairman 

214-564-7142  texascdaweb@gmail.com 

Do you need copy of a recent Lone Star Messenger newsletter or the Past Regents’ news-
letter?  Regents, would you like an easy way to share the latest newsletter with your court? 
While staying at home, perhaps you like to take a trip down memory lane and read about 
the work done by past Texas Catholic Daughters? 

Current and past newsletters can be found on the newsletter page of the Texas website.  
https://www.texascda.org/newsletter.php 

Past Texas State newsletters from 2004 to present are 
available from the Newsletter Archive link, which 
will take you to a Google folder where newsletters 
can be viewed or downloaded.  Happy Reading! 

If  you have a CDA announcement, news, celebra-
tions, or any information that would benefit our mem-
bers, please contact us at: texascdaweb@gmail.com 

 
 

Don’t have a local court website? Now is a good time to start one and 
enter the 2021 Local Court website contest!  Please contact us if you 

need any advice.  2021 contest forms will be available soon.  

 

https://www.texascda.org/newsletter.php
mailto:texascdaweb@gmail.com
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Rosie Stockwell  Memorial Scholarship Fund Chairman 

956-369-3048  rosiestockwell@gmail.com 

Mary Jane Albert  State Newsletter Editor 

281-381-0309  maryjalbert@sbcglobal.net 

Thank you to everyone who submitted articles for the state newsletter this quarter.  
It’s great to hear from the officers, chairmen and local court membership on their 
projects and accomplishments.  You are all working hard to exemplify the mission 
statement of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. 

Since many of us have not been able to have face to face meetings, it is now more 
important than ever to have newsletters as one medium to broadcast information to 
the entire membership on the local and state level.  I urge you to communicate by 
any means available to keep all the members informed.  For those members who do 

not have email, a friendly phone call can always bring a smile to the face of a member who is ill, cannot 
drive or cannot attend regular meetings for family reasons.  It’s not that they don’t want to participate, but 
their health and mobility keeps them from participating. 

Please continue to send me information for the “Around the State” pages of the Lone Star Messenger.  Pic-
ture are always welcome.  Be sure to identify each person in the picture, if possible, left to right.  The next 
newsletter articles are due November 1, 2020. 

Catholic Daughters:  Since early Spring and into Summer the na-
tion has been suffering due to the COVID 19 virus and the future 
is unknown.  Let us take refuge in the words of Pope John Paul 
the Great “I plead with you – never, ever give up on hope, never 
doubt, never tire, and never become discouraged.  Be not afraid.” 

 

Thank you for your continued participation in the Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund.  I encourage the 2020-2022 local court officers to learn of 

the benefits of this fund.  It is not too late for the courts that are not participating in this 
project to start.  All court regents received a package of 25 cards & envelopes, and a mass enrollment form 
at the officer training sessions during the summer.  Please appoint a chairman and begin to experience the 
feeling of spirituality when you remember a loved one through prayer. 

Mass enrollments are $2.50 for the period of one (1) year.  The Reverend Justin Braun, Texas State CDA 
Chaplain, remembers the intentions listed in the mass enrollments on the first Friday of each month.  Please 
email at rosiestockwell@gmail.com, text or call at 956-369-3048 or write me at 315 Alamo St., Edinburg, 
TX  78541 when you need mass cards. 

Memorial Mass Cards can be used for celebrating anniversaries, birthdays, graduations, and other mile-
stones in the lives of your loved ones who may be living or deceased.  Please make this worthy project one 
of your priorities this year.  

Court Memorial Scholarship Contest 2020  
 
Local courts are eligible for the Court Memorial Scholarship Contest.  The winners will be 

selected according to the total number of dollars contributed to the Memorial Scholarship Fund 

between the dates of April 1, 2020 and February 1, 2021.  The total membership of the courts 

will determine the category as per the records from the National Office as of September 30, 2020. 

mailto:rosiestockwell@gmail.com
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Cathy Bittner  Missions of Mercy Chairman 

713-419-7620  cbee1026@sbcglobal.net 

Did you ever think we would have to wear masks to worship our Lord and Savior 

at the church or even to buy a few groceries!!!!  Me neither, but it's now a reality 

and part of our everyday lives.  We have no clue as to what the "new normal" will 

look like in our futures. 

We do know, though, that things are really tough at our MOMS projects right 

now.  We can only imagine what the directors at these facilities must go through 

every day trying to cope with their clients needs.  We also have to look at our 

court's finances.  Things may be different in the ways we are able to hold fund-

raisers and such.  Life goes on though.  Will you take a look at your court’s finances and maybe make a small 

donation to our missions?  Can we help them out in any way?  Can we make their lives a little better?  Any 

size donation will certainly be appreciated. 

Please keep praying.  Please keep a safe distance.  Please wear your facemasks.  Please wash your hands of-

ten.  Please try to not touch your faces.  May God bless each and everyone of us! 

Esther Waters  Court Newsletter Chairman 

956-805-1468  estherwaters4yahoo.com 

Congratulations to all the 2020 Newsletter Contest Winners. Thank you to everyone for your 
beautiful newsletters.  You did a great job and we look forward to your continued participation 
in 2021.  The 2020 Newsletter Contest is over, but it’s not too early to begin planning for the 
2021 contest.  What an exciting project for both local and state courts! 

The Court Newsletter will 

 Communicate to the members of your court current activities, upcoming events and special 
projects the court may be planning.  

 Be of special interest to members that are unable to attend meetings due to illness, being 
home bound or because of family responsibilities. 

 Relay CDA information from the National and State levels. 

 Be a very good recruiting tool to get new members from your church and community. 

Please remember that your newsletters are judged specifically on their content, not whether they 
are printed in black and white or color or how many pages it contains.  What is important is the 
coverage of  your local, state and national CDA news and the interests of your court and commu-
nity.  In addition to this letter, you will receive the 2021 Newsletter Contest Guidelines along 
with some suggestions for content and the Local Court Cover Sheet.  If you are not the Newsletter 
Editor, it is very important that you send her a copy of this packet before she begins getting the 

newsletters ready for 2021 contest. 

DEADLINE for the 2021 Newsletter Contest is FEBRUARY 1, 2021.  Newsletters must be submitted 
and received by the LOCAL COURTS CONTEST STATE CHAIRMAN, ESTHER E. WATERS.     

****As Local Courts Contest State Chairman, I encourage all local courts to publish a newsletter and partici-
pate in the 2021 contest.  We need everyone to be involved to support our local and national programs and 
contests.  We had a wonderful participation last year.  Let’s see if we can double the entries for 2021, giving us 
all an opportunity to learn more about the amazing things our CDA Sisters are doing around the state. 

****We have a wonderful story to tell………do your part in writing it.  
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Mary Rose Barta  Respect Life Chairman 

361-798-6556  mrbarta@flash.net 

Project Rachel 

Hope after abortion.  

Grieving the loss of a child by abortion may leave a woman with 
indescribable pain and a feeling of guilt and loneliness.  If you 
know of someone who is suffering after having had an abortion, 
there is confidential, non-judgmental help available through Pro-
ject Rachel that can possibly help them heal and begin to feel at 

peace and return to a loving relationship with God.  Sometimes all it takes is a listening ear.  Listen with your 
heart.  They need to be assured that there is forgiveness, hope and healing through God’s mercy and that 
there is hope after abortion. 

Many women and men have found peace through Project Rachel.  It is the U.S. Catholic Church's 
ministry to those who have been involved in abortion.  It is a diocesan-based network of specially trained 
priests, religious, counselors, and laypersons who provide a team response of care for those suffering in the 
aftermath of abortion.  In addition to referring for Sacramental Reconciliation, the ministry provides an inte-
grated network of services, including pastoral counseling, support groups, retreats and referrals to licensed 
mental health professionals.  It is open to all . . . people of all faiths or no faith.  

For more information on healing after abortion visit the website www.hopeafterabortion.com.  There are a 
variety of resources available, including a booklet on “How to Talk to a Friend” plus other related topics.    

Howdy to ALL!  We hope all are well and staying safe during these unsettling times 
of the COVID-19.  Our hearts and prayers are with all who have the virus, those who 
have lost loved ones due to the virus and for the poor souls who have lost their lives 
due to the virus.  May they rest in peace! 

As we move on into 2020, we look ahead to April 14-18, 2021 and our 52nd Biennial 
State Convention at The Hilton Garden Inn, Texarkana, TX. 

We have been recruiting our State Convention Team with several members in place, 
yet we still have several vacancies and will be working diligently to fill those vacan-

cies in the next couple of weeks.  Thank you to all who have already said yes to the call.  If you would like to 
be a part of this team, please call, text or email Mary Jane or myself at the above listings. 

We are taking all precautions to make this a safe and fun State Convention for you, so please don’t hesitate to 
volunteer.  We need your help to make this a State Convention to remember in a fun and informative way. 

Our State Regent and her Board of State Officers have their own set of responsibilities concerning the Con-
vention, so please contact Mary Jane and I with your questions.  We will find the answers for you if we don’t 
know the answers right off or we will put you in contact with the respective person to answer your question. 
Thank you for your consideration in helping us with the state convention. 

Get ready to Boot Scoot on over to Texarkana for some hootenanny  fun… Melodie and East Texas Style! 

Blessings and Stay Safe  
Pat and Mary Jane  
Convention Co-Chairs  

Pat Smith  Conventions 

903-240-1635 (text)  psmith4550@yahoo.com 

Mary Jane Schuster Conventions 

469-556-1549 maryjaneschuster@hotmail.com 

http://www.hopeafterabortion.com/
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Cynthia Novak  Ways & Means Chairman 

979-968-3325  cynovak@verizon.net 

Jewelry Fundraiser 
All CDA members along with their family and friends are invited to join us for a Park 
Lane Jewelry Fundraiser.  The fundraiser will be held online later this year.  More infor-
mation included in this newsletter. 

 
Fundraisers at the 2021State Convention 

Convention Raffle* 
Prizes are needed for the convention raffle and now is the time for Courts to 
make donations.  The deadline to send raffle donations is Thursday, Novem-
ber 12, 2020.   
  

Purse Silent Auction* 
State Regent Melodie Brunt has requested we have a Purse Silent Auction.  Courts, districts or mem-
bers donate a purse stuffed with items.  The items from the purse will be displayed in clear cello-
phane next to purse during the bidding.  We look forward to seeing the many diverse “stuffed” purs-
es that come in from all over the state.  The deadline to send purses for the silent auction is Saturday, 
March 20, 2021.  After March 20, 2021, please bring your purse to the convention.   
 

Lucky Lotto* 
Drawings for Lucky Lotto will be held on Friday and Saturday. 

 
*Information for the State Convention raffles will follow in the Calls to Convention. 

Make Plans to Attend 

 

52
nd

 Biennial State Convention 

The Hilton Garden Inn, Texarkana, Texas 

April 14—18, 2021 

 

Volunteer Opportunities—How You and the Courts Can Help 

• Transportation 

• Convention Packet Assembly 

• Goody Bag Items 

• Decorations 

• Walk/Run 

• Purse Auction 

• Raffles 

• Exhibits 

• Meals 

• Hospitality 

• Appreciation Banquet 

• Fun Night 

These are just a few of the volunteer opportunities.  If asked to help, please say “YES”.   More information will 

follow from State Regent Melodie Brunt and in future articles in The Lone Star Messenger. 

 

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” (1 Peter 4:10) 
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AROUND THE STATE OF TEXAS 

Sacred Heart of Mother Teresa #2570 
Flatonia  
The Court held their Installation of Officers on Mon-
day, June 1, 2020.  The court is comprised of mem-

bers from Sacred Heart 
Church, Flatonia; Sts. Cyr-
il and Methodius Church, 
Cistern; and St. Mary's 
Church, Praha. 
 

Pictured L to R: Virginia Olsovsky, Texas State Treasurer and 
member of Court #2570.; Cheryl Barnes, new Financial Secretary;  

Janet Stanley, new Vice-Regent; Isabel Garcia, new Regent;  
Pam Svatek, returning Recording Secretary; Karen Novak, new  
Treasurer; and Joan Simper, District Deputy #30 from Shiner. 

Court Bernadette #1108  
East Bernard 
Vice Regent Jerry Smaistrla, Fr. Charles Otsi-
wah and Regent Berna Pilcik are shown below 
with Holy Cross Catholic Church’s newly re-
plated monstrance.  Court St. Bernadette shared 
with the cost of the re-plating. 
 
 

Court St. Elizabeth #1616 
Sealy 
Regent Iris Orellana presented our scholarship 
recipients with a certificate.  We congratulate 
Hannah Moyle, Carter Cryan, Hunter Thiele-
mann, Elizabeth Eckelberg, and Kelsie Krenek, 

and we wish them the 
best!  

 We also had (3) young 
ladies receive State schol-
arships: Elizabeth Eckel-
berg, Sydney Kaiser, and 
Pamela Cerda Puente.  
Way to go!  

From left to right: Hannah Moyle, Elizabeth Eckelberg, 

Regent Iris Orellana, Kelsie Krenek, and Carter Cryan 

Our Mother of Peace & Unity #2487 
Livingston 
We would like to share our 
good news with you that we 
were able to award three 
$1,000 scholarships to our 
graduating Seniors of St. 
Joseph Catholic Church, 
Livingston, Texas.  These 
scholarships were awarded 
at a mass said for the Sen-
iors and their families dur-
ing these difficult times.  
This money was raised by 
our annual Chili Dinner and 
Silent Auction held for our 
scholarships.  

St. Theresa of Lisieux #2211 
Sugar Land 
Clergy  Appreciation 2020 Our court was unable to host 
our annual potluck Clergy Dinner, so we came up with an 
alternative way to show our appreciation to our priests 
and deacons.  On June 16th, Sharon Henry, Ana Gonzalez 
and Henrietta Pospisil (Chairman of the dinner), delivered 
a complete fajita dinner from 
Chuy’s to our clergy in appre-
ciation for all they do for us.  
We presented Fr. David and 
Fr. Greg with two big bags of 
fajitas and all the fixings, 
along with Mass Cards and gift 
cards for each of our clergy. 
Based on the smiles of Fr. Da-
vid and Fr. Greg, we think the 
dinner was a big hit.   

Our Lady of Faith #2607 Frydek 
The court and local JCDA court made a donation to the 
local Sealy Christian Food Pantry during this uncertain 
time when so many are in need.   

  

 

 

Pictured L to R: Betty Jo  

Mazac, Jane Gipson &  

Sandy Dornak 

Pictured L to R:  

Kaylin Davalos; Mary 

Ann Wilson, Regent;  

Ericka Sega Ndita & 

Miretsi Olivares 

Pictured L to R: Henrietta 
Pospisil, Sharon Henry, Fr. 

David, & Fr. Greg  
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Court Queen of Peace #2710  
Wichita Falls 
The court presented their first $500 Local Court Scholarship to graduating high 
school senior, Conner Rios, at our June 16, 2020 Installation of Officers Ceremony 
and Meeting.  The award was presented by Susan Scarbrough, Scholarship Chair-
man.  Conner is the son of Veronica Garcia and the grandson of Debra Ceballos, who 
are both court members. Conner will be attending UT Dallas this fall.    

Pictured L to R: Susan 

Scarborough and  

Conner Rios 

July 19, 2020, District Deputy #54 
Christine Maniscalco, Cypress, orga-
nized a lake-side installation of newly 
elected officers for Courts Our Lady of 
Victory #234, Houston; Of the Holy 
Family #2597, Houston; Mary, Mother 
of the Redeemer #2680, Houston; Christ 

the Good Shepherd #2713, Spring; and invited District Deputy Patsy Mar-
burger #8, Waller, with Court Saint Jane Frances de Chantal #2699, The 
Woodlands to join the ceremony.  District Deputy #20 Dela Garza, Hou-
ston assists with the 9:00 a.m. event at John Paul Landing, Cypress.   

State Secretary Terrie L. Vacek 
welcomed the participants to the 
historical “pandemic” installation 
of newly elected officers and facili-
tated over the ceremony installing 
the Treasurers, then Financial Sec-
retaries, Recording Secretaries, 
Vice Regents and Regents.  Deacon 
Tim Hartnett, Prince of Peace Cath-
olic Community, Houston, was in-
stalled as Chaplain and served in 
the ceremony providing a special 
blessing over each of the twenty-
five (25) newly installed officers.  

Our Lady of Victory #234 
 L-R: Financial Secretary Deena Hilbert, 
Vice Regent Antonia Ledesma, District 

Deputy #54 Christine Maniscalco, Regent 
Cynthia Jones, State Secretary Terrie L. 

Vacek, Recording Secretary Connie 
Roushion & Treasurer Paula Carlin 

Of Holy Family #2597 
L-R: Financial Secretary Stella Brooks, 
State Secretary, Terrie L. Vacek, Vice 

Regent Kim Morrow (proxy-Ellen Hart-
nett), Chaplain Deacon Tim Hartnett, 
Regent Diana Walker, District Deputy 
#54 Christine Maniscalco, Recording 

Secretary Alice Wimberly & Treasurer 
Bessie Dycus                                                

St. Jane Frances de Chantal #2699 
L-R: Financial Secretary Mary McBride, Vice 
Regent Lory Barnhill (proxy-Grace Acosta), 
District Deputy #8 Patsy Marburger, Regent 
Claudia Hernandez, State Secretary Terrie L. 
Vacek, Recording Secretary Camille Villaver 

& Treasurer Karen Peterpaul                                              

Mary, Mother of the Redeemer #2680 
L-R: Financial Secretary Carol Hall, Vice 

Regent Angie Hofer, Regent Christine 
Maniscalco, State Secretary Terrie L. Vacek, 

Recording Secretary Senya Zigtema & 
Treasurer Yvonne Turnbow                                                  

Christ the Good Shepherd #2731 
L-R: Financial Secretary Patrice Hampton, Vice 

Regent Mary Roberts, District Deputy #54 
Christine Maniscalco, Regent Charlotte Prieve, 

State Secretary Terrie L. Vacek, Recording 
Secretary Caylin Jerome & Treasurer  

Katherine Lee                                                      

AROUND THE STATE OF TEXAS 
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Catholic Daughters of the Americas 

Texas State Calendar 

2019 – 2021 

 
2020, September Texas State Court Information Notebook update 

2020, September 5 Houston, Reception for outgoing Nat’l Regent Olga Samaniego 

2020, Sept 11-13 Sealy, State Officer Board meeting 

2020, Sept 27  Austin, 40th Anniv, Our Lady of the Lakes #2220 CANCELLED 

2020, October 4 Rosenberg, 25th Anniv, Court Sister Mary Walter #2401 

2020, October 11 Weimar, 100th Anniv, Court St. Michael #559 

2020, October 24 Mercedes, 25th Anniv, Court Divine Mercy #2420 

2020, October  First Call to 2021 State Convention in Texarkana 

2020, November 1 Newsletter Article due 

 

2021, January  Texarkana, State Officer Board meeting 

2021, January  Second Call to 2021 State Convention in Texarkana 

2021, February 1 Newsletter Article due 

2021, March 5-7 Seguin, Financial Review, Board meeting 

2021, April 14-18 Texarkana, State Convention 

2021, May 1  Newsletter Article due 

2021, May  TBA, Passing of the Gavel Board meeting 

Our Motto 
Our Patroness  

Mother Mary 


