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2018-2019 Theme:  “Let us not tire of preaching love; it is the force 
that will overcome the world” St. Oscar Romero

www.stanthonyschooldc.org[1]

Love You.” This sportsmanship enables 
us to “run so as to win” for almost 100 
years.

As we approach Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, let me close with the hope 
which binds our FAMILY together.  
Advent, short for the sense of adventure 
with which we face the future, prepares 
us to encounter “the One who won 
the prize”, whose name is Love.  He is 
always looking for a few good women 
and men like you to join his team!

“The future for us remains an unknown 
quantity, which we now accept without 
anxiety. Love has overcome anxiety. 
The future depends on love.” A Blessed 
and Merry Christmas, and a joyous New 
Year, to you all! 

Grace and Peace, 

Fr. Fred

Dear Alumni and Friends,

When I was growing up, my father gave 
me a great appreciation of sports, even 
as his father had given him.  When Fr. 
Berard was with us, he maintained that 
all other subjects would end up on the 
sports pages, so important sports are to 
our national identity. Perhaps! Yet our 
situation as a Church and as a nation has 
me reflecting on the life lessons sports 
provide us at Saint Anthony of Padua.

There are spectator sports, and 
participation sports. There are individual 
sports, and team sports. There are 
contact sports and non-contact sports.  
Each has a lesson to teach us. Today 
great spectator sports events like the 
World Series, the Super Bowl, and the 
Stanley Cup Finals are becoming more 
participatory as fans come decked 
out with their team’s colors, or even 
uniforms. Today once individual sports 
are showing up as team sports. St. Paul 
taught us: “Do you not know that the 
runners in the stadium all run in the 

From the Pastor

Sing with all the saints in glory! Among the holy men and women were St. 
Anthony, St. Kateri Tekakwitha, St. Juan Diego, St. Patrick, and St. Teresa of 
Calcutta. After Mass our kindergarten saints walked to Harewood Road to 

spread joy to the Little Sisters of the Poor’s Jeanne Jugan Residence.

Fr. Fred welcomes our junior saints to join the All Saints Day Mass 
procession.

race, but only one wins the prize? Run 
so as to win.  (1 Cor. 9:24).  Since we 
remember that Jesus Christ is the “only 
one (who) wins the prize’, we recognize 
that the human “race” is a team sport!  
And, because of Jesus, a contact sport 
in spirit, mind, and body!

At Saint Anthony, we wear the right 
equipment, and follow the rules.  
“Because you are God’s chosen ones, 
holy and beloved, clothe yourselves 
with heartfelt mercy, with kindness, 
humility, meekness and patience.  Bear 
with one another, forgive whatever 
grievances you have against one 
another.  Forgive as the Lord has 
forgiven you.  And over all these put 
on love, which binds the rest together 
and makes them perfect.”  We have a 
glorious sports history because of our 
FAMILY spirit in faith, academics, safety 
and affordability.   “Forget About Me I 
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Dear Alumni, Parishioners, and Friends—

Thanksgiving, a time to refl ect on our blessings, just passed 
us. Among the many things for which I am grateful are our 
increased enrollment, our highly qualifi ed faculty, several 
signifi cant improvements to our facility, and a calendar full 
of fun and engaging activities for our students. The good 
news is that we are nearly 100 years old and we remain a 
strong and vibrant school “in the heart of Brookland.”

At this time the children are learning about Advent, setting 
up their classroom wreathes and candles, and preparing 
for Christmas. Two traditions celebrated in this holy season 
include hosting our Donor Appreciation Reception and 
presenting our “Servant Leader Awards.”  The reception is 
our formal opportunity to thank you for your stewardship 
and friendship. This year will we honor alumnus Bishop 
Mark Brennan and Principal Emeritus Bill Eager. These 
two great men exemplify servant leadership and are most 
deserving of recognition. I hope all of you will consider 
joining us on Sunday, December 9. Mass begins at noon 
and the reception will immediately follow in Margot Hall. 
Come celebrate Advent with us!

Know your support of St. Anthony Catholic School means a 
lot to us and helps us fulfi ll our mission of preparing servant 

From the Principal’s Desk

leaders rooted in an encounter with Jesus Christ. I wish you a 
blessed Advent and Christmas and promise to keep each of 
you in prayer.

Peace,

Michael Thomasian

Donor Appreciation Reception

Servant Leader Award Honorees

Sunday, December 9, 2018
Noon Mass- St. Anthony of Padua Church | 1:15 PM Reception- Margot Hall

2017- Mr. Francis Washington,’71 & Ms. Mary Sklencar
2018- Principal Emeritus William Eager and Bishop Mark Brennan, H.S. ‘67.

Congratulations to Mr. Michael Thomasian on being awarded 
a 2018 National Association of Elementary Schools Principals’ 
Distinguished Principal of the Year.
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HISPANIC HERITAGE: The annual event included classroom 
presentations, poetry, song, and dance. This year’s celebration 
was dedicated to recently canonized St. Oscar Romero.

BOW TIE BRUNCH - Nearly thirty young men enjoyed 
engaging speakers, activities, and brunch!

STAGE RENOVATION PROJECT: Thank you to all who 
contributed to our Stage Renovation Project. We have made 
tremendous progress and look forward to the completion of the 
project’s phase two - installation of audio, visual, and curtains!

NEW ENTRANCE: Check out our newly remodeled school 
lobby! Many thanks to Mr. Jake Abbott of Abbott Klar Real Estate 
Group for spearheading this project and for his faithful support of 
our school.

More School News...
William Klein H.S. ’65 reports from Mobile, Ala., that he 
has four children, including a daughter, Sister Basalia, 
M.C., a Missionary of Charity, and a son Fr. Dennis Klein, 
O.P., a Dominican.

On September 13, Forbes Magazine named alumnus 
Isaiah Taylor ’11 a Forbes Under 30 Scholar for 2018. 
The Largo, Maryland native earned a full scholarship to 
Alabama A&M University where he is studying mechanical 
engineering.

Congratulations
On Sept. 22, the St. Anthony Catholic School community 
welcomed a new member when Principal Michael 
Thomasian and his wife, Jessica, were blessed with the 
birth of a son, Joshua Anthony, their fi fth child.

Welcome to New Leader
and Staff

We are pleased to welcome Ms. Rosio Gonzalez, the 
newly appointed President of the Consortium of 
Catholic Academies, Ms. Megan Jacobs, our new third 
grade teacher, and Sr. Mary Olivia Shirley, O.P., our new 
fourth grade teacher, to the St. Anthony Family. We ask 
the Lord’s blessing as they begin their service with us.

Wherever you see the computer
symbol, we invite you to visit our 
website at www.stanthonyschooldc.org 
for the full story.
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Rev. Frederick Close, pastor
padrefred@earthlink.net
202-250-8208

Mr. Michael Thomasian, principal
michael.thomasian@catholicacademies.org
202-526-4657

If you have any story ideas for the Blue & 
Gold or would like to update your address 
with us, please contact Bill Murray at the 
email address or phone number above. 
Thank you for staying in touch!

Mission Statement
The mission of St. Anthony 

Catholic School is to prepare its 
students for lives of leadership 

and service rooted in an 
encounter with Jesus Christ.

Bill Murray, Blue & Gold editor
billm@developassociates.com
240-418-5427

The St. Anthony Catholic School community wishes you 
a blessed Advent and joyful Christmas season!

In Memoriam
Rev. Msgr. Thomas M. Duffy 

G.S. ‘42/H.S. ‘46

Rev. Joseph J. Kleinstuber

Joan Whelan Duffy HS ‘61

Patricia Whelan 
Moxley H.S. ‘63

Tina Ross G.S. ‘63

May the souls of the faithfully 
departed, through the mercy 

of God, rest in peace.


