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challenging times it keeps our focus 
on the hope we have in God, and the 
fellowship we have with each other.  
If ever in our history we lost focus on 
the God who has brought us this far by 
faith, we would have collapsed under 
the magnitude of the undertaking.  
So with Mother Mary’s openness to 
wonder and awe, we ask, “How can 
it be?”; recall with the angels that 
“Nothing is impossible for God,”; and 
carry on with your help. 

St. Anthony School needs you more, 
more than yesterday, because the 
manifold challenges and opportunities 
of education are ever increasing, and 
our children, like you, are more than 
worth a monthly investment in their 
success. Since we belong to each other, 
please pray for St. Anthony in this holy 
season!

Peace,

Fr. Fred

Dear Alumni and Friends,

Welcome to the holy day season!  
November opens with the Solemnity of 
All Saints, follows with the Feast of All 
Souls, and with our hearts firmly fixed 
on the things that are real, essential, 
and eternal, invites us to enter 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Years 
and Three Kings Day with a renewed 
sense of who, and whose, we are.  

For 97 years plus the faculty, students, 

From the Pastor
friends and alumni of St. Anthony 
Catholic School have been about 
encountering the mystery of Jesus 
Christ, who became man to restore 
our God-given dignity.  Our life in 
common is the context within which 
each student discovers the truth about 
themselves, and what this means.  
Created by God out of love, redeemed 
by Christ, and fired by the Holy Spirit, 
life is discovering our unique gifts and 
learning how to share them.  Ultimately 
living “no longer for ourselves but 
for Jesus” as we pray at Mass, we try 
giving ourselves away as Jesus did.  
As it was in the beginning for the first 
students admitted in 1922, it is now for 
the incoming class of 2030 (our Pre-K 3 
pupils), and will be forever, as long as 
the School lasts.. 

That is why we celebrate the holy days, 
especially as we conclude one calendar 
year and enter the next.  In these very 

DONOR APPRECIATION MASS & RECEPTION

All are welcome.

Noon Mass
Reception & Awards to 
Immediately follow in 
Margot Hall

2019 Servant Leader 
Award Recipients
Rev. Edward “Monk” 
Malloy, C.S.C., GS ‘55
Mrs. Mary Lee O’Connell

December 1, 2019



www.stanthonyschooldc.org[2]

sacrifice, trust, and engagement that make a difference.

Sunday, December 1st is our noon Mass and our Donor 
Appreciation Reception and Servant Leader Awards. This is 
the perfect opportunity for us to give thanks and celebrate 
97 years of blessings! All are welcome; I hope you will join us!

A blessed Advent to you!

Yours in Christ,

Michael Thomasian

Dear Alumni, Parishioners, and Friends:

This year marks my twentieth year at St. Anthony. Over the 
years, I’ve learned it’s the people in our school community 
that make St. Anthony such a special place.

We are blessed with the confidence of Archbishop Gregory, 
Fr. Fred, and Vincent Spadoni, the newly appointed 
Consortium president. Their support of our mission makes 
the difference.

Our dedicated faculty and staff members such as—
Kathleen Downey (Pre-K4), Anne Hedian (Vice Principal), 
and Francis Washington (Art) each celebrating twenty-
five years of service to Catholic education - make the 
difference.

It’s parishioners and benefactors like Jake Abbott who was 
recently awarded Catholic Business Network-DC’s “2019 
Volunteer of the Year” that make a difference. Alumni such 
Fr. Monk Malloy G.S. ‘55 and friends like nurse-educator 
Mary Lee O’Connell, both of whom will be honored with 
our “Servant Leader Award,” also make a difference. 

Lastly, it’s our families and students that make St. Anthony 
such a vibrant and tight-knit school community. It is their 

From the Principal’s Desk

At the Aug. 29 CBN-DC Scholarship Reception at the Cathedral of St. 
Matthew, Mr. Vincent Spadoni (far left) and Mr. Michael Thomasian, 

principal of St. Anthony (far right) with Pharoah Mayo-Carey, St. Anthony 
essay contest winner (center), and Pharoah’s mother and grandmother.

Archbishop Wilton Gregory of Washington with Mr. Jake Abbott of 
the Abbott Klar Real Estate Group, honored as Volunteer of the Year 
at the CBN-DC Sixth Annual Gala, Oct. 3 at the Four Seasons Hotel in 

Georgetown.

Hispanic Heritage Hoops for Hope
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This Fall, St. Anthony Catholic School is 
celebrating three educators on the staff 
who have each worked for 25 years in 
Catholic education.

Miss Kathleen Downey (PreK4) launched 
the Pre-Kindergarten program for 
4-year olds at St. Anthony when she 
joined the staff full-time in 1993, after 
previously working in the aftercare 
program, hired by then-principal Ms. 
Lorraine Greenwell. She commutes one 
hour each way from her home in Kent 
Island, Md., and this year, she has 19 
students, including several 3-year olds.

“The children are so innocent,” she said. 
“Everything is so true, from their hugs, 
their feelings, and their love.” 

She feels that St. Anthony has 
successfully built a community of 
kindness where treating others with 
respect is the norm. Her students also 
seem to follow her directions very well, 
for example, putting their chairs back 
under their tables when they get up to 
leave their classroom for playground 
recess.

“It’s an awesome community to be a 
part of. It feels so safe here,” she said, 
and she has made close friends on the 
staff. When she was being interviewed, 
former teacher Mr. Kenny Stack, who 
teaches at a Catholic school in Texas, 
was visiting the school during a trip 
back to Maryland.

She’s been at St. Anthony so long that 
she is now teaching the children of her 
former students.

“I want to get up and go to work every 
day here,” she said. 

Mrs. Anne Hedian (Vice Principal for 
Academics) has worked at St. Anthony 
since 2011, initially as an educational 
specialist, before her promotion five 
years ago to vice principal. 

She brought extensive experience in 
Catholic education to Brookland, in 
addition to administrative credentials 
for Catholic education from 
Marymount University in Arlington 
and an undergraduate degree in 
Secondary Education. She worked 
for 10 years at Elizabeth Seton High 
School in Bladensburg, from 1998 to 
2008 and followed that up with one 
year of long-term substitute work 

Honoring Three Silver Jubiliarians

at several parish schools to help 
strengthen her candidacy for serving 
as an administrator in a parish school. “I 
learned different styles of teaching and 
worked in different environments,” she 
said, including St. Mark’s in Hyattsville 
and St. Mary’s in Landover Hills. 

From 2009 to 2011, Mrs. Hedian served 
as principal at Archbishop Neale School 
in LaPlata. The long commute and very 
demanding responsibilities took their 
toll, and she was glad to come to St. 
Anthony.

“No two days are the same,” she said 
of St. Anthony. “A lot of innovation is 
going on.” 

Mrs. Hedian is working this year on 
better preparing second through 
eighth grade students for Scantron 
standardized tests, so their scores better 
reflect their academic performance. 
She is excited about the technology 
improvements she has seen over time, 
and the bolstering of the Spanish 
program at St. Anthony, where third 
through eighth grade students now 
take Spanish four times a week under 
Senora Bunker, and the school has a 
dedicated Spanish classroom.

Mr. Francis Washington ‘71 (Art) grew 
up in Brookland and did not have any 

formal art training from his education 
at St. Anthony, with very little added at 
DeMatha Catholic High School, where 
he graduated in 1975. After a year in 
college in Texas, where he attended 
on a basketball scholarship, he came 
back home and graduated from the 
Maryland College of Art and Design in 
Silver Spring, after discerning he had a 
brighter future in art than in basketball. 

St. Anthony students study art history, 
drawing, painting, sculpting, and other 
aspects of Art. They learn about line, 
shape, color, form, texture, and values 
as a part of their art classes. 

Mr. Washington feels very fortunate 
that there is an Art program at St. 
Anthony with the cuts to the arts in 
many schools around the country. The 
Art program is well-supported at the 
school, with sufficient resources for 
supplies and equipment, according 
to Washington. There is, however, a 
great deal of competition for students’ 
attention with computer screens and 
videos. 

Mr. Washington sees the consistency in 
discipline and religious values from his 
youth at the school through his early 
years teaching to today. 

Left to Right:  Mrs. Anne Hedian (Vice Principal for Academics), Mr. Francis Washington ‘71 (Art)  
Miss Kathleen Downey (PreK4) 
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If you have any story ideas for the Blue & 
Gold or would like to update your address 
with us, please contact Bill Murray at the 
email address or phone number above. 
Thank you for staying in touch!

Mission Statement
The mission of St. Anthony 

Catholic School is to prepare its 
students for lives of leadership 

and service rooted in an 
encounter with Jesus Christ.

billm@developassociates.com
240-418-5427

In Memoriam
Honora J. (Whelan) 
Armentrout H.S. ‘53

Marakah Dennis ‘15

Margaret Greenwell G.S. 
‘43/H.S. ‘47

Joanne Keegan H.S. ‘58

James J. Lawless H.S. ‘55

May the souls of the faithfully 
departed, through the mercy 

of God, rest in peace.


