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materially and spiritually, that depends 
neither on tuition nor on federal 
assistance!  I have a vision, inspired by 
Antoinette Margot, of a community 
that redeems houses for its teachers.  
My vision is of you!

“Without a vision, the people perish.”  
With one, they thrive!  Happy New 
Year!

Sincerey,

Fr. Fred
Pastor 

Dear Alumni and Friends,

Happy New Year! July 1st is the 
beginning of our 97th year as the 
school anchoring Brookland.  It’s an 
appropriate occasion to give thanks 
to God for all that he has done for us.  
We also acknowledge our beloved 
predecessors, who established the 
foundation on which we stand.  Now 
that it is our turn, we also take stock of 
our present circumstances; and catch a 
vision of the future.

From the Pastor

Archbishop Wilton Gregory (left to right) with Dr. Jem Sullivan, Secretary 
for Education for the Archdiocese of Washington, Fr. Fred Close, Mr. 

Michael Thomasian, and Mr. Bill Ryan, Superintendent for Catholic Schools 
for the Archdiocese of Washington.

Congratulations to the “Class of 2019!” We wish them blessings and much 
success as they matriculate to the best Catholic, public, and private high 

schools in the area.

Our future must be “a future full of 
hope.”  We have always been a “give 
us this day our daily bread” operation, 
and this is our boast.  Because Our 
Father is forever faithful, “our hope is 
not disappointed.”  What is our vision?

What sets St. Anthony Catholic 
School apart is the fierce loyalty and 
vital energy of its Alumni/ae.  When 
tuition fails, you come forward 
with scholarship assistance.  Where 
renovations are needed, you provide 
beyond our wildest dreams!  Based 
on your fruitfulness, I have a vision 
of a growing community of love, 
zealous like Saint Anthony for the poor, 

Have you ever dissected a fetal pig, starfish, 
or frog? Our middle school students were 

fascinated by all that they learned. Our annual Field Day, led by our 8th graders, was held at Catholic University on May 31, 2019.
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As always, thank you for your 
faithfulness to our school. Your prayers 
and generosity mean a lot to us. 

Enjoy your summer.

Michael Thomasian

the Homeless, the celebration of our 
patron’s feast day, and the Children’s 
Fair to name just a few. There were 
also special individuals who made our 
spring especially memorable. To begin, 
Archbishop Wilton Gregory made St. 
Anthony the first school he visited 
in the archdiocese. Fr. Paul Dressler, 
OFM proved to be an engaging 
and enthusiastic commencement 
speaker. Ms. Mary Andrews, a longtime 
extended-care staff member, was 
honored at our annual Spaghetti 
Dinner. And lastly Mr. Ed Andercheck 
and the Legacy Foundation have 
been working on launching an 
exciting three-year centennial capital 
campaign. (More details to be shared 
in our next newsletter.) Truly, St. 
Anthony is a blessed community.

Dear Alumni, Parishioners, and Friends:

I am delighted and grateful that so 
many of you receive our monthly 
e-newsletters, follow us on Facebook, 
or simply visit our website. These 
platforms allow us to tell our story, 
share our successes, and celebrate 
together. Thank you to those who 
actively stay informed and involved. I 
invite everyone to explore our digital 
presence and to stay update with all of 
our activities.

Spring at St. Anthony is always 
exciting. Our calendar is packed 
with countless spring events. First 
Holy Communion and Confirmation 
are always beautiful liturgies. Other 
popular traditions include—Spring 
Concerts, Field Day, Night of the Arts, 
Commencement, the Mini-walk for 

From the Principal’s Desk

Mr. Thomasian was awarded an honorary doctorate 
by the Catholic University of America at its 2019 
Commencement on May 18, with Dr. Michael Garvey, 
CUA President, here making the presentation.

Archbishop Wilton Gregory 
surprised us with a visit, just 
a day after being named 
Archbishop of Washington.

We love our patron, St. Anthony of Padua, and have a lot of fun on his feast day! 
On the feast day, the entire school community comes together for Mass and followed by a Mini-Walk for 
the Homeless. This was our 20th mini-walk. Students look forward to the Children’s Fair all year. Moon 
bounces, a pirate ship, rock climbing, games, and lots of food. What’s not to love?

Mary Andrews and Frank Washington 
pose at our annual Spaghetti Dinner.

Students were treated to a visit from”Squeals on 
Wheels” in late spring. The traveling petting zoo 
included an alpaca, a pig, a rabbit, goats, chickens, and 
ducks.

St. Anthony middle school students were 
invited to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum to read the names, hometowns, and 
ages of thousands of victims.
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THE ST. ANTHONY’S 
LEGACY FOUNDATION

NO RETIREMENT FOR A MONK

A new effort for the same mission: 
Support of St. Anthony Catholic  
School in the heart of Brookland.  
Edward Andercheck

It was the late 1960s, and a small 
group of St. Anthony Graduates were 
feeling very filled with Hope for the 
future as a result of the start in life they 
were receiving. This story remains the 
same, today St. Anthony Graduates 
are sent out into the future with much 
Hope and many Gifts. The value of a 
Catholic Education is a gift received 
that serves for all of a student’s life.

Fast forward forty years and that 
small group of graduates gathered 
again, this time at The Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception to pray over 
and discuss what they might do to 

While he may have given up his 
beloved game of basketball at the age 
of 57, Fr. Edward “Monk” Malloy, C.S.C., 
G.S. ’59 continues to grind away, well 
past the age when many would retire.

He served as president of the 
University of Notre Dame from 1987 to 
2005, taking over from the legendary 
Fr. Theodore “Ted” Hesburgh, C.S.C. 

He continues to say Mass on campus, 
including dorm Masses at Sorin Hall, 
where he has lived for 39 years with 
Notre Dame undergraduate male 
students.

In 2016, he published the third and 
final volume of his memoir, Monk’s 
Tale. Perhaps this work gave him more 
than enough credibility to teach a 
Notre Dame undergraduate course for 
18 students on writing autobiographies 
and biographies, which he clearly 
loves teaching. “Monk,” as he is usually 
called on campus, has published 10 
books and enjoys writing book and 
movie reviews.

He gives “a lot of talks” and serves 
on a number of boards, including 
the Board of Trustees of Children’s 
Hospital in Indianapolis, Notre 

give thanks for the many 
gifts they had received as 
graduates of St. Anthony 
many years before. 

That day, August 31st 2009, 
they formed the St. Anthony’s 
Legacy Foundation, 
recognized as a 501©3 non-
profit, with four modest gifts, but also 
with a great desire to assure that many 
more would receive the numerous 
gifts a Catholic Education had granted 
them. Many students have received 
Tonie’s Scholarship Awards to help 
them attend St. Anthony.

We want to honor those graduates’ 
desires to build a permanent financial 
base for the support of Saint Anthony 
Catholic School in the heart of 
Brookland with a recommitment from 
our entire St. Anthony community. 
Today’s cost of education is more 
challenging than anyone might have 
forecast in 1968; hence our need to 

build the capabilities of the Legacy 
Foundation. 

“We enthusiastically support Legacy’s 
vision!” said Michael Thomasian, 
principal of St. Anthony.

The Legacy Foundation is building 
a new Board and a new energy to 
contribute to the endowment for the 
future of St. Anthony Students. If you 
have the Blue and Gold spirit to get 
involved in this special effort with 
your time and talent, please reach 
out to our new President, Edward 
Andercheck at  
ecandercheck@icloud.com.

Dame, the University of Portland, 
the University of St. Thomas, and the 
University of Notre Dame in Australia, 
and the board of governors of the 
Boys and Girls Club of America. Fr. 
Malloy also serves as the director of 
studies for the Holy Cross Fathers for 
his province.

Fr. Malloy is proud to have donated a 
kidney to his nephew in 2008, a swap 
that was the first time a compatible 
person and incompatible person were 
involved in a kidney swap.

He is also proud of his 
accomplishments while president at 
Notre Dame. He feels he made the 
university “more fully co-ed,” more 
international, and more diverse from a 
socio-economic perspective to reflect 
the U.S. Census. He successfully raised 
$1.5 billion in a capital campaign that 
was a record for that time, which 
helped him enhance the quality of 
faculties on campus and improve the 
quality of research. He balanced Notre 
Dame’s budget and feels his leadership 
improved the university’s relationship 
with South Bend, Ind., its neighboring 
city.

Fr. Malloy also thinks his presidency 
helped keep Notre Dame faithful to 
its Catholic identity. Fr. Malloy also 
enhanced Notre Dame’s financial aid 
capabilities, and under his leadership, 
the university expanded its athletic 
program to include 800 student-
athletes. 

One of the key aspects of being a 
good leader, according to Fr. Malloy, is 
hiring and working with good people.

While his national and international 
stature might not match Fr. 
Hesburgh’s, Fr. Malloy is a legend in 
the District of Columbia, in part for 
being on the 1958-1959 Archbishop 
Carroll High School basketball team, 
which began the two-year 55-winning 
streak that made the Lions famous. 
For decades, when he would return 
to his hometown, Fr. Malloy would 
be recognized by many who would 
associate him with Carroll’s basketball 
team. 

But it all started at Brookland and 
St. Anthony’s, the parish where he 
grew up and attended for parish 
school, equally attentive to his school 
work, being an altar boy, and playing 
basketball at Turkey Thicket.
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If you have any story ideas for the Blue & 
Gold or would like to update your address 
with us, please contact Bill Murray at the 
email address or phone number above. 
Thank you for staying in touch!

Mission Statement
The mission of St. Anthony 

Catholic School is to prepare its 
students for lives of leadership 

and service rooted in an 
encounter with Jesus Christ.

Bill Murray, Blue & Gold editor
billm@developassociates.com
240-418-5427

In Memoriam
Paul J. Barrett, Sr.,  

G.S. ‘45/H.S. ‘49

George Berard  
G.S. ‘42/H.S. ‘46

Florence Lombardo Carr  
H.S. ‘31

Francis X. Hartman H.S. ‘40

Carmela RibaldiLandini H.S. ‘45

Flora Cardona Velarde, ‘63

May the souls of the faithfully 
departed, through the mercy 

of God, rest in peace.Our Spanish program encompasses both the language and Spanish and Latino culture. We 
celebrate Latino feasts and holidays, host a Spanish spelling bee, serve “taco in a bag,” and even 
had an authentic mariachi band!


