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Dear family and friends of St. Anthony,

With Covid-19 magnifying the fear of 
death world-wide, let’s remember that 
in the Bubonic Plague, Catholics added 
this to the Hail Mary: “Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, 
and at the hour of our death.  Amen.”  

Nearly fifty St. Anthony students and a handful of faculty members 
made beautiful posters, special messages, and fun chalk art to express 
their gratitude to healthcare professionals and essential workers! We 
thanked grocery store workers, sanitation workers, postal workers, 
nurses, doctors, firefighters, and other hard working, committed men 
and women. Some of this fabulous artwork was delivered to individuals 
and all were posted on our social media. Let us continue to pray for all 
of those who are working to keep our communities running smoothly. 
We were also pleased to celebrate Mothers Day, Fathers Day, and the 
contributions our families make in our students’ lives.

The only two times left for all of us 
are now, and the hour of our death.  
Between now and then, what is on 
your spiritual “bucket list?”

The advantage of a crisis is that we 
define, or re-define, our priorities.  To 
re-define is to “repent and believe in 

From the Pastor

A Time of New Beginnings

An Outpouring of Gratitude

the Good News.”  In the light of eternity, 
what is necessary?  What’s superfluous? 
In the Gospel, Jesus: “Opens his mouth 
in parables, and announces what has 
lain hidden from the foundation of the 
world,” even what makes for eternal 
happiness, for only the infinite satisfies.

Catholicism is “an event, an encounter, 
with the person Jesus Christ, who gives 
life a whole new horizon, and a definite 
direction.”  It is the reason St. Anthony 
Catholic School exists.  Once you 
have drawn near to God, remember 
your school family, longing for the 
gifts you have been given.  Will you 
help our beloved School to be a sign 
to the world that we are all brothers 
and sisters with a common origin and 
destiny? 

This Covid-19 time is unique.  Since 
“we have not gone this way before,” 
(Joshua 3:4) let us pray!

Peace,

Father Fred
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grace of God, our school community 
persevered and is now finalizing our 
2020-2021 re-opening plan.

We know many more challenges lie 
ahead, but we are not fearful because 
we know God is on our side and in Him 
all things are possible. 

We need your help for a safe and smooth 
re-opening of school. Contributions 
will go toward either scholarships 
and/or the purchase of additional 
cleaning materials, new technology, 
and basic maintenance tasks. Thank 
you in advance for your prayers and 
commitment to St. Anthony. Let us 
continue to keep each in prayer.

Yours in Christ, 

Michael Thomasian

Dear Alumni, Parishioners, and Friends:

This spring was like none other in our 
98-year history. Like other schools, 
the pandemic forced us to close 
our campus while instantaneously 
launching distance learning for 
PreK3-Grade 8. Our faculty and staff 
were incredible and never missed a 
beat. During these uncertain times, 
I often found myself reflecting on 
two scripture passages. First, Luke 
1:37 reminds us, “for nothing will be 
impossible for God.” And, Romans 8:31 
tells us, “What then shall we say to this? 
If God is for us, who can be against us?” 
During this time, students advanced in 
the curriculum, participated in prayer 
services, competed in spelling bees, 
and found creative ways to celebrate 
community. The “Class of 2020” even 
had an in-person graduation. By the 

by Ms. Gabriella Forte

From the start of virtual schooling in 
March, the St. Anthony community 
devised creative ways to stay plugged 
into prayer together.

During Lent, students led an online, 
Stations of the Cross service, complete 
with student artwork to represent 
each Station. Our students prayed the 
Stations in both English and Spanish. 
The school-wide Lenten service 
provided a beautiful opportunity for 
students, staff, and teachers to prepare 
our hearts for the Passion, death, and 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ together.

At the onset of civil unrest resulting 
from George Floyd’s tragic death, St. 
Anthony School initiated a socially- Taylor Dodson ’94 was named 

permanent principal of St. Ambrose 
School in Cheverly, Md., May 2020 
by Fr. Charlie Cortinovas, the now-
former parish pastor. She served as 
second grade teacher at the parish 
school from 2012-2019 before taking 
over as acting principal during 
the mid-year. Taylor attended St. 
Anthony from first through eighth 
grade, and her mother, Susan Taylor 
Dodson H.S. ’73 is a former St. 
Anthony teacher. 

Congratulations

From the 
Principal’s Desk

Praying Together, Even from a Distance
distant, neighborhood prayer service 
for unity. Over 125 members of the 
Brookland community showed up 
for a prayer walk throughout the 
neighborhood streets. Those who 
were unable to join in-person watched 
a virtual prayer service through Zoom. 
We were overwhelmed by the number 
of people who sought the Lord’s healing 
peace through both the in-person and 
virtual prayer opportunities.

To wrap up this challenging academic 
year with our persevering students, 
St. Anthony hosted a virtual “End of 
the Year” prayer service. The incoming 
eighth graders took the lead on the 
school-wide prayer, taking turns 
on Zoom to reflect upon and offer 
gratitude for all the blessings the 

Lord has provided. At St. Anthony, 
we recognize we have so much to 
be grateful for and count you dearly 
among our blessings!
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Collage of Photos
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Photo Captions:
1. We are always grateful to have such great parent partners, especially during distance learning! 
3. Working with Casey Trees, we planted 11 trees on our campus while school was closed, 
improving our landscaping. 4. During the Easter Season, Ms. Cecile and Mr. Washington decorated 
the 12th Street windows of the school building to bring some joy to the Brookland neighborhood. 
6. We love our school dads! 7. Senora Bunker, our Spanish teacher, created a “Taco in a Bag” video 
that our students loved. 8. Each Tuesday during our school closure, our school celebrated one 
teacher or staff member on social media. These individuals were recognized on #TeacherTuesday 
for their many contributions to the school community.
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Mr. Michael Thomasian, principal
michael.thomasian@catholicacademies.org
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Bill Murray, Blue & Gold editor

If you have any story ideas for the Blue & 
Gold or would like to update your address 
with us, please contact Bill Murray at the 
email address or phone number above. 
Thank you for staying in touch!

Mission Statement
The mission of St. Anthony 

Catholic School is to prepare its 
students for lives of leadership 

and service rooted in an 
encounter with Jesus Christ.

billm@developassociates.com
240-418-5427

In Memoriam
Michael J. Downey, father of 
Kathleen Downey, teacher

John B. Downey, brother of 
Kathleen Downey, teacher

Rev. Charles Green

John W. Taylor H.S. ‘49

May the souls of the faithfully 
departed, through the mercy 

of God, rest in peace.

Class of 2020


