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Mother, and Jesus is “more precious 
than gold.”  

At St. Anthony of Padua we are faithful 
to the needs of all who come this way 
regardless of the accidents of race, 
sex, color or national origin. If in one 
way all children look the same, yet as 
they encounter their loving Mother 
and learn “to do whatever Jesus tells 
you,” (John 2:5) they are transformed 
to display their uniqueness, their 
particular way of being an image of 
God, and are equipped to respond 
to the challenges of this life. This 
Advent, you not only have a “room 
with a view” of the good, the true 
and the beautiful of our school past 
and present, but can join its Advent, 
its adventure into the future with 
your prayers and gifts.  God bless you 
always! 

Peace and Love, 

Father Fred

On the cusp of Advent, my pastor’s 
letter is an easy one to write, because I 
have “a room with a view.” The brilliant 
colors of the season are glorious to 
see, because they call to mind what 
God has done, and continues to do, at 
Saint Anthony Catholic School. 

When our ancestors in faith were 
about to enter the promised land, they 
camped at the River Jordan. Then: 
“The officials …gave the people these 
instructions: ‘When you see the ark 
of the covenant of Yahweh your God 
being carried by the Levitical priests, 
you will leave your position and follow 
it, so that you may know which way to 
take, since you have not gone this way 
before’” (Joshua 3:3-4).  If ever there 
was a year of which it must be said 
“we have not gone this way before,” 
that year is 2020.  And here is the best 
part.  Now it is our turn to follow the 
example of God’s chosen people, for 
“the Ark of the Covenant” is Mary our 

From the Pastor

Congratulations
to our 2020 
Servant Leader 
Award Honorees!

Fr. Fred enjoys meeting Santa with Darah Tracy 
Means, GS’65, HS’69

Congratulations to Fr. Fred on being named 
Catholic Business Network DC’S 2020 Clergy of 

the Year.

Bro. Robert Werle, FSC  
G.S. ‘58/H.S. ‘62

Mr. James Bennett 
G.S. ‘62
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students, Consortium leadership, 
and you our alumni, parishioners, and 
friends!

Thanks to your generous support, we 
were able to purchase thirty additional 
iPads, two new Smart Boards, lockers 
for our 8th graders, a dozen beautiful 
trees, and to make upgrades to our 
playground and other spaces. These 
enhancements give us many reasons 
to be grateful. We also have much to 
celebrate! 

We congratulate Archbishop Gregory 
on his elevation to the College of 
Cardinals, Fr. Fred on receiving 
Catholic Business Network’s 2020 
Clergy of the Year award, new births 
in our school community, and even a 
faculty member’s recent swearing in as 
a U.S. citizen! In a special way we also 
honor Brother Robert Werle, GS’58 
HS’62 and Mr. James Bennett, ‘62 with 
our 2020 Servant Leader awards. For 
these reasons and more, let us rejoice 
and be glad!

Our school theme is a quote from St. 
Teresa of Calcutta, “Peace begins 
with a smile.” Despite many stresses 
and obstacles, I am certain there are 
countless smiles behind the masks 
of each child, staff, and parent. This 
is an unusual year and yet we remain 
positive, hopeful, and focused. As we 

Greetings &Happy Advent!

Our 98th school year is proving to be a 
year of which we can all be proud!  We 
met the challenge of finding creative 
ways to welcome students, build 
community, and offer high-quality in-
person and virtual instruction while 
meeting all of D.C.’s safety and health 
guidelines. Our success is the result 
of faith, hard work, and dedicated 
individuals—faculty, staff, parents, 

From the 
Principal’s Desk

await the coming of Christ, we will 
continue to work to bring peace into 
our own lives and the hearts and homes 
of all in our school family.  

God bless you!

Michael Thomasian

Mr. Thomasian with St. Nicholas

  Mrs. Raquel Terry- Pre-K3   Ms. Anna Zappa, Grade 5   Brother Maximilian Kolbe,  
TOR, 6th-7th Religion

Welcome Our Newest Faculty Members!
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Back to School!

John Thompson, Jr. (1941-2020)
Coach Thompson was a legendary 
basketball player, coach, mentor, 
and champion of education. He 
played for Archbishop Carroll High 
School, Providence College, and the 
Boston Celtics. Coach Thompson 
was the head coach at St. Anthony 
High School from 1966 until 1972.  
He was 122-28 during his six-year 
prep coaching career before moving 
on to Georgetown. 

Thompson was the first Black 
head coach to win a major college 
championship, when he led 
Georgetown to the NCAA title in 
1984. Coaching 27 seasons, the 
legendary coach racked up an 
astonishing 596 wins. A Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame inductee 

and three-time Big East Coach of the 
Year, Thompson retired from coaching 
in 1999.

St. Anthony is grateful to Coach 
Thompson for his years of coaching and 
mentoring. He touched countless lives 
on and off the court and will always be 

a legend in our school community.

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, 
and let the perpetual light shine upon 
him. May his soul and the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy 
of God, rest in peace.

Photo Captions:
1. Ms. Sarah Kane welcomes students back to 
school!
2. Teachers are working hard to bring the highest 
quality distance learning to their students.
3. Mr. Francis Washington, GS’71 has fun reminding 
students about social distancing.
4. Our faculty and staff hosted a “Boo Drive Thru” 
to celebrate Halloween.
5. Kindergarten students help beautify our campus.
6. Students visit Catholic University “Angels 
Unaware,” a beautiful new sculpture honoring 
migrants.
7. Over 70 students attend school five days a week 
for a combination of in-personing learning and 
support.
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Rev. Frederick Close, pastor
padrefred1018@gmail.com
202-526-8822

Mr. Michael Thomasian, principal
michael.thomasian@catholicacademies.org
202-526-4657
Bill Murray, Blue & Gold editor

If you have any story ideas for the Blue & 
Gold or would like to update your address 
with us, please contact Bill Murray at the 
email address or phone number above. 
Thank you for staying in touch!

Mission Statement
The mission of St. Anthony 

Catholic School is to prepare its 
students for lives of leadership 

and service rooted in an 
encounter with Jesus Christ.

billm@developassociates.com
240-418-5427

In Memoriam
Mary Dolcich, mother of Fr. 

Maurus Dolcic G.S. ‘79

Thomas Dorwart, husband of 
Vivian Pardini H.S. ‘60

Robert Fioramonti G.S. ‘54

Raymond Edward Fioramonti 
G.S. ‘56/H.S. ‘60 

William B. Lehmann, Jr., G.S. 
‘43/H.S. ‘47

John Thompson, Jr.

May the souls of the faithfully 
departed, through the mercy 

of God, rest in peace.

As we enter the 
Holy Season of 

Advent, St. Anthony 
Catholic School 

wishes you and your 
family a happy and 
joyous Christmas.


